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MANY times, in years past, Rabbi Yosef Grossman

zt”l, editor-in-chief of the Daf Hakashrus, would
ask me to write articles of tribute for individuals
associated with the OU who recently passed away.
When the essays were completed, I would submit
them to Rav Yosef. He would review them carefully
and offer constructive criticism.
This time is painfully different. My tribute was not
solicited by Rav Yosef, nor will I benefit from his
insightful review and comments. Alas, to borrow a
phrase from Yaakov Avinu, יוסף איננו, Rav Yosef is no longer with us.
With much sorrow, I am writing a tribute on my own initiative about
my dear chaver and very special colleague, Rav Yosef Grossman zt”l.
My mind is flooded with memories; there is so much to write. For
almost thirty years, Rav Yosef and I sat in close proximity in the OU
office, and we interacted almost on a daily basis. Rav Yosef’s passing
leaves an enormous void and vacuum. To borrow another phrase,
קשה עלי פרידתכם, it is very difficult for me to say farewell.
The Gemara (Yoma 83b) relates, ר' מאיר דייק בשמא, it was the custom
of Rav Meir to examine names to gain insight into the personality of
individuals. I cannot think of a more appropriate name than “”יוסף
(which means “will add”) to capture and reflect a predominant
characteristic of Rav Yosef’s personality; he
continued on page 28

Adapted from remarks at the levaya

TODAY is a very difficult day for all of us. Rav

Yosef was an extraordinary person. I think by coincidence I knew him longer than almost anybody in
this room. We met at Camp Munk, where I was the
gate boy; we were teenagers at the time. I remember one time Rav Ruderman came to visit, and
in his honor Rav Yosef made a siyum on Maseches
Kiddushin. Rav Yosef was the best candidate if
a siyum was needed for the camp. He had that
quality of Rav Meir and Rav Nehorai – that ameilus batorah and that
special shine, the radiance of Torah.
This week we read Parshas Bo. The expression “bo el Pharaoh,” ‘come
to Pharaoh’, is unusual – it should say “lech el Pharaoh,” ‘go to
Pharaoh’. Rav Soloveitchik explained that Hashem was telling Moshe
that when he goes to Pharaoh, he won’t be going alone. “You Moshe
are my shliach, and therefore I will be there waiting for you.” “Come
to Pharaoh” means come to Me - Hashem. When Moshe is arguing
that Hashem should find someone else to send to Pharaoh, Hashem
responds “mi yasum ilem… halo anochi Hashem.” Rashi explains
that Hashem made Pharaoh mute to save Moshe before; Hashem
is telling Moshe, “I will be standing with you. The reason that you
are standing here today, and Pharaoh could
continued on page 28
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was
always
adding something
new.
Just as Hillel maintained that Chanukah
candles are lit in ascending order, which
the Talmud describes as ( מוסיף והולךone
adds and proceeds forward), so too Rav
Yosef was in a perpetual state of ascent,
מוסיף והולך, always adding new layers of
achievement and moving forward each
day of his life.

grams that Rabbi Grossman introduced
over the span of almost thirty years.

continued from page 27

Rav Yosef was  מוסיף והולךin his personal
’עבודת ה. He was a phenomenal תלמוד
חכם. A disciplined and intense מתמיד, Rav
Yosef did not waste a moment of time,
and he continuously acquired Torah
knowledge throughout his life. He
authored seforim with original  חידושי תורהin
Halacha and Aggadah. Rav Yosef was a phenomenal speaker with a captivating and
engaging style. With great clarity of expression, he delivered numerous shiurim on Daf
Yomi Bavli and Yerushalmi, Tanach,
Hashkafa, and Halacha, many of which are
available on OU Torah.
Rav Yosef’s middos were sterling. He had a
royal and regal presence, yet at the same
time, he was a person of great modesty and
humility. His Rebbetzin told me that his
refinement of character was the result of
intense effort and personal growth. He was
kind, generous and gracious, and in close to
thirty years, I never recall Rav Yosef losing
his temper. He treated everyone with great
respect and dignity. Together with his special
Rebbetzin, Rav Yosef raised a magnificent

GENACK

continued from page 27

you all along.”

family of children and grandchildren, bnai
and bnos Torah, who have made their own
profound mark on Klal Yisrael. No doubt,
the illustrious members of the Grossman
family were inspired by the examples of
greatness that they observed in their parents
and grandparents on a regular basis.
Rav Yosef was a  נסתרwho succeeded in hiding many of his achievements from others,
even from his own family. However, when it
came to his work at the OU as the Director
of OU Kosher Education, his genius for innovation, implementation and professionalism
where visible and obvious for one and all to
see. True to his name, Rav Yosef was מוסיף
 והולךand never stopped adding new programs of excellence, which were of great
value to the OU and the Jewish community.
Consider the many amazing educational pro-

not kill you, is
because I was
standing with

Rav Yosef had this feeling and understanding that everything he did was the
shlichus of Hakadosh Baruch Hu, and
everything he did was for Hashem. In the
OU he played such an important role, not
just in his administration, but in his creativity. He established ASK OU, which is
a program to teach kashrus –for both men
and women, but mainly for rabbonim and
kollel yungeleit. He made sure that it was
full of toichen, content, to make sure that
they understood the intricacies and technology of kashrus. It was
completely his idea, he administered it and he grew it. Rabbi Luban
reminded me that we had hundreds of participants in the ASK OU
program here in Lakewood. Rav Belsky spoke, and the entire program was about the halacha and the metzius of kashrus. This was all
Rav Yosef’s brainchild. Then there was the Daf Hakashrus which was
also produced in order to teach about the halachos of kashrus. This
too was Rav Yosef’s initiative.
He was always an amel batorah. He was also a tremendous talmid
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In June 1992 Rabbi Grossman published
the first issue of the Daf Hakashrus. This
was a watershed event. The Daf was the
first newsletter of its kind in the English
language; a sophisticated journal of articles that were earmarked for Kashrus
professionals. For the next 28 years, 10
issues of the Daf appeared every year.
Written primarily by the talented members of the OU Kashrus staff, the Daf
contained clear and lucid explanations of
modern food production, in-depth presentations of halachic issues related to
Kashrus, practical advice for Mashgichim,
human interest stories and divrei chizuk.
Though primarily targeted to an audience of
Kashrus professionals, Rabbanim and poskim, the Daf was distributed internationally
to thousands of subscribers. In 2014, Rabbi
Grossman initiated a consumer version of the
Daf, to bring the world of Kashrus to the
broader community as well.
Rabbi Grossman recognized a need for a
high-level training program for Kashrus professionals, and in 1996 Rabbi Grossman
launched the enormously successful Ask
(Advanced Seminars on Kashrus) OU Kosher
Internship Program. Eventually known as the
Harry H. Beren Ask OU program because of
the generous support of that foundation.
This three-week summer program at the NY
OU headquarters featured numerous
in-depth sessions touching on a wide range
of Kashrus topics.
continued on page 30

chacham and masmid, and he was always
proud of the seforim that he put out.
These extraordinary personality qualities, as well as his tremendous bitachon
and emunah, are what distinguished him.
When he first became ill several years
ago, after a first round of treatment, he
made seudas hodaah in the OU for all of
his chaveirim. Rav Shmuel Kamenetzky
told him to bench gomel, in the face of
this serious illness. It was his bitachon
that gave him strength. My cousin, Rav
Avrohom Genachovsky, when he became
ill, had this tremendous bitachon that
everything will be alright. I saw the same
quality in Rav Yosef. This past week, I spoke to the Rebbetzin and
to Rav Yosef on the phone. Even in the last moments, he had this
bitachon and emunah.
There is another side of him that I am not sure many people are
aware of – he was a tremendous mimic. He used to do Rav Gifter,
Rav Yoshe Ber, and Rav Yaakov Kamenetzky. I mention this not
because of his wonderful sense of humor but because he had a little
bit of these gedolim inside of him. He was able to identify with
them. With these qualities of emunah and
continued on page 30

FAMILY MATTERS
Thoughts of Zikaron… from One Family to Another
T H E E X T E N DED FA MILY OF R AV YO SEF GRO SSM AN ZT”L
“DEAR OU FAMILY:

seudas hoda’ah that he
made for the entire
OU Family, when we
received a clean scan
report from his physician early on in his
illness.

Please join me for a collation in front of my office in
honor of the birth of our granddaughter Hinda Rochel
born to my children Rabbi Raphael and Dini Grossman
in Toronto, Canada. Rabbi Raphael Grossman is a part
time RFR for the OU in Toronto. May we always share
in each other’s simchos.

We will never forget the appreciation
our father felt from
Yes, we all received that “simchos” email numerous
the encouragement
times throughout our father’s years in the OU. And
of Rabbi Menachem
yes, we all added that new word – “collation” to our
Genack, to continue
toolbox. And yes, we were all proudly aware that our
actively pursuing his
father, the head of our Mishpacha – indeed had a secmany
obligations,
Rabbi Grossman being honored for 25 years
ond family – the Orthodox Union.
programs,
and projof service to the OU by Rabbi Genack
ects and the chiyus that
We saw it… when our father would go straight to his
it gave him to keep him going through trying times.
chavrusa, arriving back in Monsey 9:00, 10:00 or even 11:00pm,
after “just finishing up a few things” in the OU before heading
We remember the look of admiration on his face when he would talk
home.
to – or talk about – the revered HaRav Yisroel Belsky or  יבל"חHaRav
Best. Rabbi and Mrs. Yosef Grossman”

We felt it… when our father would visit a number of times the target
city leading up to an upcoming OU event to personally ensure: that
the Rabbanim of the city were personally invited; that the flyers made
it to each and every shul and were distributed visibly and plentifully
in each location; and that the venue, parking, and sound system
would adequately service the large crowd that he eagerly anticipated.
We read it… when our father would always respond to a thank you
email from one of us with his famous “OUr pleasure” – proudly
highlighting the insignia of his “other family” – the family that
enabled him to realize his life-long mission of promoting the Dvar
Hashem and being Mekadesh Shem Shamayim Barabbim.
But, yet, it was during our father’s final extended journey, when we
witnessed and experienced what the OU Family REALLY meant to
our father - and what our father REALLY meant to the OU Family.
The warmth. The care. The dignity. The respect.
We still sense the pure simcha felt in the room by our father’s

Hershel Schachter Shlita.

We envision the pride our father displayed whenever we would come
to visit him, and he would give us the red carpet tour of “corporate
headquarters”. We received the warm greetings of Mrs. Slomowitz
and then Rebbetzin Schechter as we entered. The well-wishes of his
dedicated right-hand – Ms. Avigail Klein. The respected nods and
glances from the Rabbanim, the Poskim, and the faculty.
We were honored to see the flow of emails from our father’s worldwide chabura of “web-talmidim” thanking him and his esteemed
“shutaf”, Rabbi Moshe Elefant, for their crystal clear delivery of some
of the most difficult sugyos of both Bavli and Yerushalmi - thereby
enabling those participants to complete their personal journey
through Shas.
We can still feel the warmth of Rabbi Yaakov Luban’s words when he
made the special trip to visit our father, to convey one last time, how
significant our father’s role was in bringing the chashivus of the OU
to communities both nation-wide and spectrum-wide.
And we were touched by the outpour of well wishes, condolences,
and inspiration passed on by the extended OU Family during our
father’s final years as well as during the shiva.
Yes, it is true, OUr father definitely had another family, but he also
had the strength, the dedication, the charisma, and the overflowing
heart, to serve Klal Yisroel on a global level, to be a truly committed “poel emes” at the OU, all the while never missing a beat when it
came to being a totally dedicated husband, and a truly loving father,
grandfather, and great-grandfather to us.
And so, from one family to another, we would like to thank the OU
Family for sharing this mutual love and admiration for the father that
we so deeply respected.

Rabbi Grossman at his home away from home in the OU office

May we together in the future years continue to further his lofty mission, learn and emulate his impeccable ways, and keep watering and
nurturing the many seeds that he planted throughout his
accomplished life. יהי זכרו ברוך
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The presenters were primarily OU
Poskim, Rabbinic Coordinators and Field
Representatives. Not satisfied with lectures alone, Rabbi Grossman arranged plant visitations so that the
participants could see the complexities of food production in real life
settings. Concurrent with the three-week internship program, Rabbi
Grossman offered a one-week training program for congregational
Rabbis, semicha and kollel students, and members of Kashrus
Vaadim to enhance their knowledge of Kashrus-related Halacha and
practical supervision. Always ready to respond to the needs of the
day, when a group of female mashgichos requested an ASK OU
internship program, Rabbi Grossman gladly complied, and established a women’s ASK OU Internship Program.
continued from page 28

In 2008, twelve years after the ASK OU Internship Program was
initiated in 1996, Rabbi Grossman had another stroke of genius.
Why not present Kashrus seminars for the entire community? After
These OU outreach programs crossed all denominational lines, and
presentations have taken place for Ashkenazim, Sephardim,
Chassidim, Bnei Torah, Balei Batim, Modern Orthodox, Centrist
and Yeshivish. In addition to the outstanding educational value,
these lectures showcased the stature, competency, expertise and talent of the Poskim and talmidai chachomim who comprise the professional staff of the OU. The OU’s reputation as a premier Kashrus
organization was greatly enhanced, and meaningful relationships and
bonds of cooperation with diverse segments of the Jewish communities were forged.

all, the mitzvah to eat Kosher is relevant to every Jew. There was one
practical obstacle. Most people would not travel to the NY office of
the OU for a Kashrus seminar. Rabbi Grossman was a problem
solver, and he came up with a simple solution. Rather than have the
public come to the OU, the OU would come to the public. Talented
members of the OU staff would travel across the country and make
presentations in their areas of expertise. Thus began the Harry H.
Beren ASK OU Outreach Program. Over the years, tens of presentations took place in yeshivos, kollelim, shuls and communities
throughout North and South America. I remember attending the
first ASK OU Outreach Program in Lakewood in 2008. The interest
level was so high that approximately 1,000 talmidim of Beth
Medrash Govoha attended the inaugural program.
As an example of the scope and originality of these presentations, a
series of Harry H. Beren ASK OU Mesorah Conferences discussing
the kosher Mesorah (tradition) of birds and animals were held in
Kew Gardens Hills, NY and Los Angeles. After listening to the
fascinating presentations, the audience was treated to a once-in-alifetime dinner at an OU certified restaurant at which many of these
rare creatures were consumed.
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In 2008 Rabbi Grossman initiated a Kashrus training program for
semicha students at RIETS in Yeshiva University. The goal was to
prepare these young men for future Rabbinic positions in communities, where they would bear the responsibility for Kashrus supervision. The program included hands-on inspections of restaurants and
food service facilities. with each participant writing reports of their
continued on page 35

GENACK

bitachon, he was able to establish this
amazing family with his wife, not only
bnei Torah, but real talmidei chachamim,
marbitzei Torah. This is the realization of “bo el Pharaoh,” that they
are always walking with Hashem. And the primary quality responsible for this is anivus, which he had in abundance.
continued from page 28

Rav Yosef also initiated the Halacha Yomis, which is being published
as a book now. He was dreamer with a huge impact on the community. He decided one time to run an ASK OU program in Australia.
I asked him, “Can’t you find anything closer?” But he found a way
(through Skype) to do it with the Rosh Kollel, Rabbi Wurzburger.
Like his antecedent Yosef Hatzaddik, he always kept dreaming
and dreaming big. He will forever be an inspiration for us and his
remarkable family. Yehi zichro baruch.

F R O M T H E O U FA M I LY
RAB B I D OV S CH R EIER
RC, Food Service

My first introduction to Rabbi Yosef
Grossman, zt”l was as a participant in the first
ASK OU Seminar. I had finished semicha,
and had a hope to be involved in kashrus/
rabbanus, I was getting married at the end
of the summer (3 weeks after ASK OU) and
I joined the one week program. During that
program I made a strong connection with
Rabbi Grossman and other OU rabbonim.
As I got married and continued learning in
RIETS during that year I maintained a connection with some of these rabbonim, as I
got myself involved in some kashrus matters.  
As the year progressed, I was looking for
Rabbinic positions and I secured a food
service internship in the OU office. B”H, I
started as an intern in OU Kashrus and part
of what I did that summer was help Rabbi
Grossman and other rabbonim on many
aspects of the 2nd ASK OU seminar.  
That was the beginning of many years assisting Rabbi Grossman on his monumental efforts to coordinate a simultaneous
3- week and 1-week program while trying not to repeat too much for the interns
during the 1 week program.  

The most rewarding part of the program
over the last many years has been the ASK
OU Audits, which was the suggestion of
Rabbi Grossman, where we train the interns
to audit an OU restaurant or caterer and
write a report/audit) on their visit and
Rabbi Luban and I had to read each report
and respond to their comments. Many years
later I still meet people in various contexts,
and they tell me they participated in ASK
OU and remember the audit of the OU
restaurant.
Having run different programs for mashgichim myself throughout the years and
having worked with Rabbi Grossman on
the Food Service part and other parts of
the ASK OU, his professionalism, attention
to specific details, (directions on the train
how to get to places, among other items)
and creating a professional program that
many have tried to imitate and copy, were
second to none. There was nothing he would
not do from driving upstate to pick up Rav
Schachter, Shlita from Tannersville to speak
on a Friday morning, to making sure the-

RAB B I AVR O HOM G OR D IMER
RC, Dairy

Although I do not have any specific stories to relate about Rabbi
Grossman, zt”l, I treasure having worked with him so closely when
being asked to write articles for Daf Hakashrus on various dairy
topics.

buses are in the right place at the right time
and everything in between.
Together with the Daf Hakashrus, the
Yeshivos where he ran ASK OU programs,
the communities that hosted mini programs, or the Skype programs, Rabbi Yosef
Grossman made an incredible impact on the
kashrus world. It was not just at the OU, or
in the USA, but his impact was felt around
the world. This does not even include the
Talmid Chacham par excellence that he was,
giving shiurim, the Daf Yomi, and in recent
times the Talmud Yerushalmi as well.  
When I first came to the OU, whenever
there was a special tefilla or tehillim, R’ Yosef
was the one to lead the tefilla. With his heartrending recitation of Tehillim, Yom Kippur
Katan, etc., it was clear that those tefillos
went right up to the heavens.
We will miss him very much and hope that he
serves a  מליץ ישרfor his entire
mishpacha, for his kashrus family and for all
of klal Yisrael.

Rabbi Grossman would consult experts and make sure that every
single detail was proper.
I recall how Rabbi Grossman made sure to be knowledgeable on his
own about the topics of my articles, so that he would be prepared to
offer serious insights. This is a rare thing to come across. But then
again, so is a person like Rabbi Grossman.

I write for many publications, and I am used to dealing with all types
of editors. Some editors are very laid back, some are overburdening,
to the point that they micromanage (leaving me wondering why
they asked me to write in the first place, since they tend to take over
and impose their own views and content into all of my work) - and
some are meticulous and consummate professionals, of whom Rabbi
Grossman was the exemplar par excellence.

Once, due to a mess of multiple layers of edits and multiple versions of the same article, an important word was missing from the
final printed edition. Since this resulted in misinformation being
conveyed, Rabbi Grossman made sure to issue a correction in the
next Daf Hakashrus. I recall how bad Rabbi Grossman felt about
this error, which was not at all his fault, yet he felt an incredibly
strong sense of responsibility, which permeated all that he did.
Yehi zichro boruch.

Every time Rabbi Grossman asked me to write, he gave me
a very generous time-frame and delineated the specific
content and length. Nothing was left unclear, making it a total
pleasure to do the work.

RABBI DO VID BISTRICER

Once I would submit my draft, Rabbi Grossman reviewed it himself
and also had it reviewed by Rabbi Luban (whom I consider to be
one of the greatest proofreaders I have ever met). Subsequent to
making any necessary corrections and resubmitting the draft, Rabbi
Grossman would review it again with me and by himself – and after
submitting the draft for formatting, Rabbi Grossman would again
review the piece and ask me to perform a final review.
If any “shailos” about syntax, capitalization or anything else arose,

RC, Vegetables, Israel

I participated in ASK OU as an intern two years prior to joining the
OU staff. At the end of the program, everyone completed evaluations and I made a couple of suggestions for future programs. When
I joined OU staff two years later, Rabbi Grossman was preparing for
that year’s ASK OU. I emailed him a couple of suggestions about
enhancing the program. Rabbi Grossman was very gracious and
appreciative for the email.Not only that, but he also remembered
that I had written the same suggestions on the intern evaluation two
years before.
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F R O M T H E O U FA M I LY
RAB B I G AVR I E L PR IC E
RC, Flavors & Ingredients

“To have in some small measure created a
bond between the OU headquarters and the
RFR in the field, and to have raised Kashruth
consciousness, somewhat amongst us all זה
 ”!חלקי מכל עמליThis was how Rabbi
Grossman zt”l signed off on his preface to
the publication of the 10th volume (100th
issue) of the Daf Kashrus and it reflects perfectly his desire to be a conduit to enable
others to grow in kashrus and Torah. It was
incredible to observe how his projects
unfolded, and why they continue to endure:
the quality and longevity of the Daf
Hakashrus, the ASK OU, and Halacha Yomis
are attributable to one thing: Rabbi
Grossman’s middos, particularly his patience,
his humility, and his modesty… and his sincerity. In truth it was deceiving, because he
was a tremendous Talmid Chacham with a
very sharp mind. But his gentleness and
modesty overshadowed this aspect of him.
He was a serious person, a person of stature –
physically he cut a powerful, dignified figure,
and his presence expressed a real inner determination. But his seriousness was a vehicle
for his good heart and kindness.
Persuading people to write articles, responding to missed deadlines, shuttling between
a graphic designer and back to the author,
back to the graphic designer and back to the
author and again back to the graphic designer; endless hours proofreading and editing,
making sure senior management is satisfied
with the content and not writing anything
too controversial – very few people, if any,
are capable of handling these kinds of challenges. The content of the Daf Hakashrus
was real content and his editing was tireless
and precise. I never saw Rabbi Grossman
become ruffled; I don’t recall his ever even

raising a brow. I was once adamant about
not writing on a certain topic that Rabbi
Grossman assigned me. But he eventually
coerced me by the strength and graciousness
of his personality.
The ASK OU program was extremely well
organized (his assistant Avigail Klein gets a
lot of credit for this). He would ask all those
who participated well in advance when they
could be available. It wasn’t only because
that’s practically the sensible thing to do;
it’s also because doing so is simply very
respectful. There was an enormous amount
that needed to be done – applications, communications, deciding who should come and
who should not come, who should present
and on what topic, developing a curriculum,
logistics of getting from one place to the
next. Rabbi Grossman worked indefatigably
but also basically impeccably.
During the ASK OU programs he had to
deal with logistical concerns, make sure
everyone had what they needed and manage a thousand trivialities. He was a talmid
chacham of the first rank, and yet he was so
good and patient at handling other people’s
issues. I saw this again and again with Rabbi
Grossman. Perhaps it was because he was a
talmid chacham, or perhaps it reflected the
fact that he was a true talmid chacham, that
he could handle the challenges of managing
so many different people and bringing things
together for a specific cause.
The very fact that he was able to make a
successful second career here at the OU is
also a reflection of greatness. Many people
cannot adapt; he took on projects, and full
speed ahead.
Who would take on a project like Halacha
Yomis? It perfectly bears Rabbi Grossman’s
imprint: the Torah is of the highest quality, it is precise, it is punctual, it is regular,
it is published in honor of a gadol, and

requires the commitment and coordination
of numerous people – and he was hidden
in the background, making sure it actually
happened.
Although I grew up in a home where English
was the first language, I never heard the
word “collation” until I was privileged to
be a colleague of Rabbi Yosef Grossman.
One day, several years ago, the OU staff was
invited by Rabbi Grossman to “a collation in
front of my office” in honor, most likely, of
the birth of a grandchild. Seeing the cookies
and schnapps thoughtfully presented on a
small table outside of his office taught me
not only the meaning of a new word, but
also what it means to cherish and appreciate
milestones.
“Dear OU Family” that was how he
addressed us when he invited us to the
collations. I felt very much a part of his life.
A few years ago the OU decided to have
an annual ceremony recognizing employees
who had been with the OU for 25 years.
This recognition has been greeted, by and
large, as a thoughtful and much appreciated
but also a somewhat low-key presentation.
The Grossman family made a big deal out
of it. They came out en masse to celebrate
this milestone and to support their beloved
husband and father (and the trip from
Lakewood is not easy). This was repeated
again when Rav Grossman made a siyum
in the OU offices shortly thereafter. They
showed the rest of us the importance of
expressing one’s love.
B’ezras Hashem the institutions Rabbi
Grossman began should continue to
blossom, and continue to be a vehicle for
the Kiddush Hashem that Rabbi Grossman
represented and the Torah that he sought
to spread.

RAB B I E L I G E RST EN
RC, Psak & Policy

As I was reminiscing about Rabbi Yosef Grossman zt”l, I decided
to peruse some old emails that I received from him over the years.
One specific email stood out, because it was the quintessential Rabbi
Grossman. The title was “Mazal Tov – Collation” and it began
“Dear OU Family. With great shevach to Hashem we are pleased to
announce … Please join in a l’chaim collation in front of my office.
May we always continue to share only simchos.”
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The truth is this represents dozens of emails, since Rabbi Grossman
would share every personal simcha with his extended OU family.
He was always expressing hakaras ha’tov, giving berachos, and sheim
shamayim was always shagur b’fiv. He was always ready to share a vort
for any occasion. He made us feel that we were part of his family, and
he will be deeply missed.
Yehi Zichro Baruch.

F R O M T H E O U FA M I LY
RAB B I Y I S R O E L B EN D ELST EIN
RC,Bakery

It was my very first day in the OU office when I had the  זכותto meet
HaRav Yosef Grossman זצ"ל. I had come to be interviewed for the
position of Rabbinic Coordinator. As part of the interviewing process, I was given a written entrance exam to test my knowledge of
kashrus and my aptitude in steering that knowledge to communicate
appropriately and effectively with a largely secular client base. The
 בוחןwho administered this written examination was HaRav Grossman.
As a consummate בוחן, HaRav Grossman had complete mastery of
the kashrus subject he was testing. At that first encounter with Rav
Grossman, I felt like a dwarf sitting on the shoulder of a giant. Over
the years I felt humbled and privileged to be afforded the opportunity to learn from this giant.
While most of my association with HaRav Grossman had been in the
OU office, there was one particular occasion that I had the  זכותto sit
together with HaRav Grossman outside of the office. Five years ago
in December 2015 I went to attend the levaya of my Rebbe in Yoreh
Deah at Yeshivas Rabbeinu Yitzchak Elchanan, HaRav Yosef Weiss
זצ"ל. As I took my seat in the Shomrei Hadas chapel in Boro Park, I
noticed HaRav Grossman. HaRav Grossman told to me that he was
related to HaRav Weiss Rebbetzin, who was the daughter of
Dr. Raphael Moller, the renowned leader of the Breuer’s
community in Washington Heights. HaRav Yosef Weiss was a

RAB B I M O R D EC H A I STA R ESH EFSK Y
RC, Nutritionals

The Gemara in Sanhedrin (20b) depicts how Shlomo HaMelech
had once been king over both the higher and lower spheres, then
on the lower spheres alone, then over the Jewish people alone, and
ultimately, he was king over only his stick.
The obvious question is, what does it mean that he was king over his
stick? How is one’s kingdom manifested over his stick? The answer
is that Shlomo was intrinsically a king, so much so that his kingdom
was independent of the external trappings of reign, such as subjects.
By his very nature he was a king. In the beginning the external trappings of kingdom included the entire world; at the end those trappings were entirely removed, but it never affected who Shlomo was.
He was a king to his very essence, even if he only had a stick over
which to “rule.”
Rabbi Grossman’s life’s mission was that of a Rebbi, a teacher of
Torah. In his early years, it came along with the conventional trappings of a Rebbi, teaching Torah to students in a classroom and
teaching Torah to his congregation from the pulpit. But those trappings did not define him – instead he transcended them. He was a
Rebbi to his very core, independent of his official position. When
he joined the OU’s Kashrus Department, he did not transition on
from teaching Torah to another occupation. Instead, he found a
new outlet for his life’s calling of teaching Torah, but on a grander
scale. Using the unique resources of the OU, he created the Daf
Hakashrus, a monthly kashrus newsletter. He founded the ASK OU

brilliant  גדול בתורהwho would completely dissect and relish every
word of a Shach and Rav Akiva Eiger. HaRav Weiss was also a consummate בוחן. His bechinos on Yoreh Deah were wholly comprehensive and all encompassing. HaRav Weiss was also highly discerning
and classy, who can readily identify top quality where most would not
be able to perceive it.
It occurred to me that this attribute of discernment is also part and
parcel of a consummate בוחן. For the word  בוחןcomes from the word
 להבחיןwhich means to discern. Often the distinction can be virtually
microscopic as Rashi comments at the end of Parshas Kedoshim that
the difference between kosher and treif can be as small as the size of
a barley. HaRav Grossman exemplified too this discerning aspect of a
בוחן. HaRav Grossman was first class and his exceptional ability of
discernment manifested itself in the many high quality educational
projects and programs that he created and spearheaded לשם ולתפארת.
Now he is together with the ultimate  בוחןWho is בוחן לבבות, and we
are confident that his tremendous record of Kiddush Hashem will
serve as a marvelous  מליץ יושרfor his entire wonderful mishpacha and
all Klal Yisroel.

program, a vehicle he used to disseminate detailed kashrus laws and
facts to the Olam HaTorah. Recently, he spearheaded the Halachah
Yomis, a daily halachic email sent to over 12,000 subscribers on a
daily basis. In the past 3 decades, Rabbi Grossman has been involved
in teaching Torah to tens of thousands of people.
Aside from being a Rebbi, he was a mechanech. He shaped and
molded people. Many stories and anecdotes illustrating this unique
ability to impact people in a positive way have already been shared.
I personally intersected with this special midah of his. He kindly
and graciously – with his special blend of cajoling and persuasion –
included me in the three aforementioned programs. He did all this in
such a humble and self-effacing manner – shayif aiyil, shayif nafik velo
machzik tivusa li’nafsheh – yet did not refrain from giving constructive criticism when warranted.
Unbeknownst to Rabbi Grossman, Heaven designated him for one
final project here at the OU – but one which was different than his
previous ones. This lesson was not taught on a grand scale using the
vehicle of modern communications; it was one which he taught personally. It was not one which was taught actively, but one which he
personally modelled for his colleagues on a daily basis. It was a lesson
of Emunah and Bitachon, a lesson of perseverance through adversity,
with grace and refinement. He never lost hope. He truly believed he
would get better. As Rabi Genack pointed out at the levayah, only
a very unique baal bitachon would make a Seudas Hoda’ah in the
midst of such a devastating illness. And it is that indelible picture of
him which will remain with all of us here at the OU.
Yehi Zichro Boruch
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F R I E N D S O F T H E O U FA M I LY
RAB B I E D D I E ROSEN B ER G
ASK OU alumnus, President, Young Israel of San Diego

I attended ASK OU 12. I applied for
the 3-week program, but Rabbi Grossman
informed me that the 3 week program was
only open to full time chavrei hakollel or
semicha students. Coming from a small town
in California, I explained that it would be
more worthwhile for me to attend the longer, more detailed program. After I emailed
him, he almost immediately responded with,
“OK, based on the deep desire you have I
will accept you into the 3 week program.
Will contact you shortly with more details.”
The program itself was enjoyable and eye
opening. I recall how he liked to impress the
heimish attendees with the OU’s methods.
After the tour of the Empire plant, he asked
one chassid, “would you eat OU chicken

now?” After thinking a moment, the chassid
nodded yes. I also recall that the program
ran through the yahrzeit of his father. In
his zchus, Rabbi Grossman gave a powerful,
fiery drasha to the ASK OU participants. (Of
course, it was on the schedule!)
When he learned that I had previously
attended Ohr Somayach Monsey, he was
proud to tell me of his wife’s work there as
an office administrator, and of all of their
efforts in kiruv.
After the program, I kept in touch with him.
He helped answer my questions, or directed
me to the appropriate parties. Years later,
when I informed him that I had earned
smicha, he responded with, “Mazal Tov Rav
Nachum Shlita.”
A true eved Hashem, a gifted writer, a caring
educator, a lover of klal Yisroel and Torah, he
will surely be missed.

RAB B I E P H R A I M D . TU R N ER , LMSW

RO SHEL NIKTALOV
Barber at 11 Broadway Barber Shop

Rabbi Grossman was a special person. I had
the privilege to give him haircuts for almost
10 years. He was very unique. He blended in
with others; some people come here and act
very aloof or distant; he didn’t. I would not
say he was easy-going, though. If the television in the barber shop was on a channel that
was not to his standard, he would instruct me
to change the channel -- to something like a
nature show.
October 2019 was last time that I saw him.
He came with his daughters and was very
weak and he told me that he came all the way
from Lakewood to get a haircut.
Also, in March 2012 he came to my
wedding. On the day of the wedding
he stopped by the shop and asked my
coworker for the address of the wedding
hall that I was getting married at and
surprised me! I was very thankful.

ASK OU alumnus and Clinical Social Worker, Hamaspik

Recently I was informed via e-mail from the OU about the unfortunate passing of Rabbi Yosef Grossman זצ"ל. I was fortunate to be a
member of the ASK OU 10 summer program. I had called Rabbi
Grossman in 2010 and inquired with him about joining the summer
program. Rabbi Grossman made up a time and place to meet with
me in Brooklyn so that I would not have to deter my time from my
Torah studies while in Kollel. Rabbi Grossman was friendly and told
me that I was the first member to join the ASK OU 10 program.
In the Daf Hakashrus after the ASK OU 10, I was quoted for saying
that the hardest part for me was that the program had to come to an
end. What was so difficult about the end of the ASK OU 10 was not
being with Rabbi Grossman’s who had a love of Torah and Kollel
Yingurlite. On our overnight trip to Pennsylvania, Rabbi Grossman
gave a memorable shiur about how the geula will come via b’ito or
achishena.
When we visited Pos’tiv Produce, someone asked how to check broccoli. The person giving the demonstration was cutting off the entire
top of the broccoli. Rabbi Grossman said soon you will have no more
broccoli implying that one could still enjoy foods without deterring
from kashrus standards.
What I enjoyed about the ASK OU 10 was that each member had
his own unique talent in Yoreh Deah which led to amazing conversations with the presenters being either OU Rabbis or presenters from

R AB B I D A N I R O C K OFF
ASK OU alumnus and Judaic Studies Principal,
Denver Academy of Torah

I am so saddened to hear of Rabbi Grossman’s
passing. I graduated the ASK OU program
in ‘08 before I went to serve as a Rabbi in
Overland Park, KS. The program was very
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companies. Rabbi Grossman arranged for internships with the OU
Rabbinic coordinators with individuals from the program.
Rabbi Grossman guided me to a Rabbinic Coordinator, Rabbi
Nosson Goldberg, who deals with Shechita, (which is my expertise.)
On our overnight trip to Pennsylvania, one of the yingurlite was having trouble with his credit card to pay for the hotel, Rabbi Grossman
was prepared to pay for this yingurman’s room. Rabbi Grossman was
down to earth and joined us at the pool at the hotel. Even after ASK
OU 10 I worked in kashrus and Rabbi Grossman was available to
look into a sheila that came up upon an OU product. On a personal
note I was once traveling and called Rabbi Grossman to inquire if a
hashgacha was reliable. Rabbi Grossman answered my question and
was happy to hear from me. My career has developed and at the present time although I am not working in kashrus, I have been able to
assist others, not only from my knowledge in halacha, but also from
an insider’s point of view from my experience at ASK OU 10.
The ASK OU 10 was a special time in my life that I will never forget,
and I thank Hashem for the privilege of being a part of such a great
group of yingurlite. Rabbi Grossman will truly be missed and my he
be a Melitz Yosher for Klal Yisroel.

helpful in giving me the background to hit
the ground running in kashrus matters.

as someone who not only did the work in

I also worked at the OU Community and
Synagogue Services a few years before and
got to know Rabbi Grossman z’l. Rabbi
Grossman was always welcoming, engaging, and warm. He really stood out for me

within the OU office and beyond. He per-

kashrus but was also being marbitz Torah
sonally made me feel very welcome as part of
the staff and also during my time in the ASK
OU program. What a loss for Klal Yisrael.

LUBAN

visits, followed by
a group discussion
of
the
reviews with OU foodservice experts.
continued from page 30

Rabbi Grossman recognized that outreach
programs could be expanded overseas by
using Skype technology, and in 2013 ASK
OU Skype Shiurim was launched. The Beth
Hatalmud Kollel in Melbourne Australia
became the first of a series of overseas institutions to host OU Skypes presentations.
Also in 2013, Rabbi Grossman established
the Harry H. Beren Foundation Visit OU
Programs, where yeshiva day schools, high
schools and camps would tour the OU
Kashrus headquarters in Manhattan, meet
select members of the staff and attend educational presentations. Like a proud Pied
Piper, Rabbi Grossman would lead the
participants through the halls of the Kashrus
department and introduce the young guests
to accomplished OU staff members.
In February 2016 with the generous
assistance of Gerald and Karin Feldhamer,
Rabbi Grossman launched yet another suc-

cessful program, Halacha Yomis, a daily
email with a brief synopsis of a halachic topic.
Initially started as a zechus for Rav Chaim
Yisroel Belsky zt”l, long time posek of the
OU, who was seriously ill at the time,
Halacha Yomis continued after Rabbi
Belsky’s passing. Covering a wide range of
topics, Halacha Yomis is an exciting daily
feature for thousands of subscribers around
the world. Recently a volume of Halacha
Yomis appeared in print with hundreds of
questions and answers from past years.
All of these programs were enormously successful because they bore the unmistakable
trademark of Rabbi Grossman’s promotional
genius. Rav Yosef was a master of planning
and execution, and he spared no effort in
attending to every detail. With the assistance
of the OU graphics design department,
Rabbi Grossman advertised his programs

with magnificent posters, fliers, and newspaper releases. He often
traveled to communities in advance of the
presentation to meet
with Rabbanim, Roshei
Yeshiva, and communal
leaders to solicit their
assistance in promoting
the event. As a result of
these advanced efforts,
the conferences often
had overflow crowds.
Over the years, Rabbi
Grossman
prepared
hundreds of different
source material notebooks, jam-packed with
At an ASK OU factory tour
articles and memos of
relevant content that
were distributed to everyone attending the
The Talmud relates at the conclusion of the
event.
tractate Moed Katan, Rav Chiya Bar Ashi
A concluding thought: When Sedom and
says in the name of Rav, Torah scholars have
Amorah were about to be destroyed, G-d
no peace even in the world to come, as it
said, המכסה אני מאברהם, how can I not tell
says, ילכו מחיל אל חיל, they will go from
Avrohom, whom I love dearly
strength to strength (Tehillim 84). I believe
because he commands his chilthis means that just as a Talmid Chochom
dren and household to follow
experiences continuous religious growth in
the way of Hashem. The questions is often asked, why does
this world, so too does that process continue
Hashem only note Avrohom’s
in Olam Haboh.
commanding his children?
True to his name, Rav Yosef was מוסיף והולך,
Why not highlight the many
always planning, developing and advancing
great religious accomplishnew projects throughout his lifetime. He
ments of Avrohom, such as
promoting monotheism and
never took a vacation from his many OU
chesed?
programs, and even a few days before his
passing he sent me an email from his hospital
I believe the answer is as follows. In many areas of Jewish
bed with suggestions of ontent for the next
law, a ( דבר שאינו מתקייםa
Daf Hakashrus. No doubt, even in his
change that is not permanent)
demise, Rav Yosef Grossman zt”l continues
lacks halachic significance. No
his glorious path of ascent, as he moves מחיל
matter how great Avrohom’s accomplishאל חיל, from one strength to the next.
ments may have been, they would have had
limited value if they were a דבר שאינו מתקיים,
Farewell my dear friend, Rav Yosef. לך בשלום,
an action with no lasting impact. Avrohom’s
go in peace, to your exalted place in Olam
many achievements were of monumental
Haboh.
importance because they remained a permanent legacy, that was passed on
to future generations.
Rabbi Grossman’s work at the
OU was a  דבר המתקייםwith an
enduring legacy for years to
come. His countless ASK OU
programs have left an indelible
imprint on the landscape
of Kashrus in America and
around the world, by educating thousands and setting new
standards of excellence for
future generations.
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F R O M T H E O U FA M I LY
R. RO S E N F E L D
Art Director, OU

When I first arrived at the OU, I worked
with many individuals and Rabbi Grossman
was one of them. I never imagined the
volume of work nor the number of years
I would work with him. Over time, others left, retired, switched jobs but Rabbi
Grossman and I were still here and working
together on a regular basis on his monthly
Daf Hakashrus, his ASK OU events, his How
To CDs, Daf books, and lately his Consumer
Daf. His projects kept me busy.
In my first years, he gave a weekly lunch-time
shiur for women which was a really wonderful perk of working at the OU after many
years of working in the secular world.
He was very makpid on thanking everyone
who helped him and this was true of his
sponsor Harry H. Beren. He made sure I
placed their name everywhere in gratitude
for their sponsorship and even created a
booklet to show them what their sponsorship
supported each year. But his gratitude was
not just for big donors or the top administrators, he thanked the little people with equal
fervor.
After every job was completed, he made sure
to thank me. When he gave tours for school
kids at the OU, he would even pass my desk

AV I G AI L K L E I N

and announce my role in the OU
proudly. The people who give
credit and thanks to everyone are
few and far between but Rabbi
Grossman was one of them.
On a personal level, he knew my brother
from the long Monsey bus rides. He was
one of the few OU staff members who tried
to help me with shidduchim. And when I sat
shiva for the first time, Rabbi Grossman was
my family’s very first shiva caller. He showed
up even before Misaskim did.

“You can’t have a whole page of footnotes.”
or “You’ve used the phrase ‘the following’
too many times in this issue!” I was like his
annoying child in the office. We battled but
worked it out 50-50. Sometimes he won.
Sometimes I won. One time he even admitted that I was the secret editor’s editor. And
we agreed to upgrade the Consumer Daf to
a more modern updated look.

I learned a lot of the minutiae of kashrut
But one battle
through working on the Daf.
He also graciously allowed me
to join the ASK OU Women’s
Program when they toured
factories and restaurants.
THE INS AND OUTS OF CREAM CHEESE

Daf HaKashrus
CONS UMER
ED ITION

A P U B L I C A T I O N
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Rabbi Avrohom Gordimer

I worked on his projects, but
working on this tribute issue
made me truly cognizant of the
huge scope of his efforts in a way
I hadn’t fully understood before.
I gave him a hard time with the
Daf every now and then. I’d
say “Rabbi Grossman, your title
is longer than the article!” or

RC, Dairy
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People ask me if cream cheese without a hechsher may be used. After I reply, “No; cream cheese
needs a reliable hechsher”, I occasionally see their surprised reaction, as I ponder the numerous kashrus
hazards engendered by cream cheese, about which almost no one is aware.

PRODUCTION
Unlike “hard cheese” (more commonly known as rennet-set cheese, since it is manufactured with the rennet
enzyme), cream cheese is an acid-set cheese, meaning that it is manufactured through acidification. Sweet
cream (the fatty part of milk) is pasteurized and homogenized, and is then pumped into a processing tank,
where the cream is injected with acid cultures, which lower the cream’s pH. (The casein protein particles in
milk and cream, which are precipitated out to form cheese, naturally bear a negative electric charge and thus
repel each other, preventing their aggregation and formation into cheese. Acidification is needed in order to
neutralize the negative charge and enable aggregation of casein particles, or micelles.) Upon acidification/
lowering of pH, the cream’s casein, along with some milkfat, descends to the bottom of the tank, separating
away from the rest of the cream. This collection of casein, with milkfat, is cream cheese curd – the basic
material of cream cheese.
The curd - which is in the form of a gel – is then heated to 104-131˚ F degrees, and it is agitated and broken
apart, so that whey will separate out and drain off. Whey - an opaque liquid that contains tiny whey protein
particles - is the portion of cream or milk that did not form into cheese; the casein protein and fat in milk
were removed and converted into cheese, leaving behind the whey. (Whey from acid-set cheese production
is called acid whey; whey from rennet-set cheese production is called sweet whey.)
Salt and stabilizers are then added to the cream cheese curd. The stabilizers – usually various powdered gums –
serve to prevent further syneresis (loss of moisture). Whey protein concentrate is also occasionally added for
texture, and gelatin can be added as well, for texture and mouthfeel.
Various vegetables and seasonings – and even cheese
powders (such as cheddar or parmesan powder)
and meat particulates (such as bacon bits) may
be incorporated at this point. If the cream
cheese is of the whipped variety, nitrogen
gas will be injected into the product. It
should also be noted that some cream
cheese may contain trace amounts of
rennet, used to thicken the product.
The cream cheese will typically be
hot-packed at 149-158˚ F degrees.
After packaging, the product is
cooled for 12 hours and is ready
for sale.
continued on page 2

The Consumer Daf

I never won was the battle of
the Daf Man. He had this
cartoon rabbi on the masthead of the Daf that I had
wanted to get rid of from
day one. He wouldn’t hear
of it. “That’s the Daf Man,”
he would insist.
But he was wrong.
After all, his colleagues,
his family and I know all
too well that it is Rabbi
Grossman himself who was
the Daf Man and will always
be the Daf Man.

18 years.

of Kosher Birds and Animals Seminar along
with the Halachic Seudah, and by the worry
in women’s voices if Rabbi Grossman wasn’t
available to give his weekly ladies’ shiur.

appropriate. He would then look at me
quietly from his office, and I knew. I knew it
bothered him to hear such talk, but he also
struggled with turning people away.

A long time to work for the same person,
same organization, same department and
in the same role. Yet, working for Rabbi
Grossman was different. There was always
“something” new. A new daf, a new ASK
OU program, new Halacha Yomis, a new
Kashrus education program. He was always
thinking ahead of what else he could do,
and what new concepts he could create to
educate the world. Through his ASK OU
Skype program he spread awareness and
guidance to tens of thousands of people –
from Australia to Israel to California. No
part of the globe was left untouched. This
was Rabbi Grossman.

Never one to turn someone in need away,
Rabbi Grossman made it his “job” to help
whenever possible. At times, people would
reach out to him for assistance with finding
a job, either for themselves or for someone
else. Rabbi Grossman would always try to
make sure the resume reached the right
desk, and hopefully help the person in need.
When random strangers would send Rabbi
Grossman emails with shailos, he treated
their questions with the utmost respect and
always answered with precision. If he could
not answer, he would forward it to someone
who could, never wanting to leave the question unanswered.

Although I was only involved in preparations for his educational programs, I too was
inspired by his talent. I was moved by the
enthusiasm of the hundreds of yeshiva boys
on the ASK OU summer programs, by the
excitement of participants in the Mesorah

On a personal note, many years ago I was
contemplating leaving the OU. I had not
discussed this matter with Rabbi Grossman
directly, but most likely mentioned it to
some friends at the office. The next day,
Rabbi Grossman came to me with a letter
in his hand, signed by himself and multiple
RC’s asking Rabbi Genack for a substantial
raise on my behalf. He didn’t want to submit
the letter without my permission, which I
gave, and the response from Rabbi Genack
was a rapid “yes”. As his assistant, some may
assume, Rabbi Grossman did this for himself,
but I know that he did this for me.

He was always concerned to not engage
in loshon hora. Oftentimes people would
come into his office to vent about situations
involving other employees. Rabbi Grossman
would stop the conversation and politely change the subject to something more

18 years.

Kashrut Administrative Manager
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To never have had a bad day, a bad word, a
bad moment, speaks volumes of his greatness. Not just as an RC or as an educator, but
as a colleague and a friend.

