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INTRODUCTION 3]

Dr. John Vawter (00:01):

Hello, I'm John Vawter, and I'm privileged to present to you the six proven principles for pastors. But |
thought | should tell you that I've been in ministry since 1966, indeed, 56 years now. And in 1966, when |
had just graduated from university, | was recruited to a team with 40 other young people, men and
women who had just graduated from university. And we were recruited with the specific purpose of
going to a country somewhere in the world to establish a ministry to university students. The last three
countries we considered were England, the Philippines, and Nigeria. And ultimately we went to England.
But in that process, we prayed for countries all over the world, and specifically we prayed for China,
even though at that time we knew we would not be allowed into China.
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Dr. John Vawter (01:03):

And one of the mornings, while | was praying with a small group of the team members, | had an
unbelievable sense that even though we would not be allowed into China, that China was going to see
God work in a tremendous way. And 30-some years later, when | was finally privileged to go to your
country, and I've been there a number of times, | found that that sense that God gave me that day in
1966 had indeed come true. And there were churches all over your country, there were people coming
to faith in Christ, and there were people studying the Bible all over your country. And it was a great
privilege to be there.
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Dr. John Vawter (01:48):

And once again, it's a privilege for me to be with you today to talk about these six proven leadership
principles for pastoral leadership and how we can be more effective leaders in the Church of Christ. And
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it's my conviction that these six principles are absolutely essential for successful leaders in the church,
successful pastors in the church. And for our churches wherever they are, to be successful, to be
growing, to see people coming to faith in Christ, and to see people coming to Christ and then growing in
Christ. And would you take a moment with me now as | pray for our time together?
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Dr. John Vawter (02:33):

Father, thank you for the privilege of studying these principles. Thank you for the privilege of being in
your kingdom. | pray that this time as we look at these six principles of leadership, that this would be a
profitable time for all of us. And | pray this in the name of Christ, amen.
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