In the course of this Advent and Christmas season, 


the lesson that keeps echoing in my readings 


and sermon preparation has been, 



“Perspective matters.”  

From what point you are looking at a situation 


changes how you are going to respond to it.  

This held true with hope, 


as hope's existence depended on whether we were looking at our life 


or God's promises for hope.  

Peace took on a different aspect to it, 


when we were not just trying to stop fighting, 



but move closer together 



and cooperate more.  

Joy was impervious to our situation 


when we viewed what God had done already 


instead of our situation.  

Love requires moving your focus back and forth 


between God and man.

So it should come as no surprise 


that the angels line, 



“Fear not” 




can change depending on your perspective.  

On my own, 


I have been able to work through at least two of the perspectives 



that could hear those words.  

The first is the obvious, 


“Don't be afraid, 



we are good angels 



and you are not in trouble.”  


Always comforting words 



when extra terrestrial beings come before you.  

The second builds upon that one.  


You are not to fear, 



because we have great news.  


A kind of Freddy Krueger 



telling you that you won the powerball jackpot kind of situation.

Tim Kellar, 


in his book Hidden Christmas 



helped me hear a third way of hearing this Good News.  


But it required a shift in thinking.  

I had to go from hearing it as one of the shepherds 


who was on the verge of having a heart attack, 

to a heavenly host 


who clearly saw what was keeping us from having a relationship with God.  

Keller rewound the tape 


back to Genesis 



and highlighted how we had been created to be in relationship with God 



and be known by God, 




to be one with him.  

But in the breaking of the covenant with God, 


fear came with it.  

When you are not longer best friends 


with the most powerful being in the universe, 



you have to worry about things now.  


Where is my food going to come from, 


who is going to keep me safe, 


who is going to protect me?  



The list of uncertainties runs a mile long.  

Prior to our doubting of God, 


this was not an issue.  



God had shown he would provide all this for us.  

But that seed of doubt crept in, 


was exploited, 



and sent shockwaves through the universe.  

We no longer were certain 


that God would provide all of those things for us.  



We were taught to pray for our daily bread, 



to forgive our debts, 



to not be tempted, 



and to do the Father's will, 




by Jesus.  


Jesus had to teach us to pray this, 



because despite all of God's interaction with the Israelites, 




providing manna from heaven, 




keeping David alive in the desert, 



we could not confidently conclude that God was for us.

Kellar says that everything not under our control 


led us to fear.  

Rejection and failure is beyond our control 


because we can't control others feelings 


and sometimes despite our best efforts, 



things don't work out.  


We can't do anything to change that.  

The future and circumstances also cause fear, 


because we do not know what they hold 


and we are not in control of them.  

This is why death also causes us great fear and trepidation.  


We do so much to fight off death, 



but not nearly as much to live well.  


All of these things are efforts to gain control, 



because we have stepped away from the one who is in control.

So when the angels say, 


Fear not, 



they are not just saying, 




“Don't fear us.”  


They are relaunching the 90's brand of “No Fear” 



and listing everything in the universe 




that has brought about fear over the millenia.  

The reason we are not to fear is obvious 


if we would behold what they want to show us, 


if we would take into our reality what is lying there before them.  

We had fear 


because we were separated from God 


and kicked out of the garden.  

But on this morning, 


the chasm that separated man and God 



began to close, 


because God was no longer far away.  



He was lying in the arms of Mary and Joseph, 



the chid of a carpenter, 




not an emporer or king.  


There was nothing that could hold possibly come between man and God now.  

Since we could not make it back to God, 


God came to us.

The shepherds were not to fear 


for the same reason that we are not to fear.  



God was with us, 



Immanuel.  

The source of all our insecurities and fears 


has been not being able to control everything.  

Somehow, 


the one who did control everything, 



was now with us.  

If we choose, 


we could have a relationship with him 


and be back with the one who controls all aspects of the universe 



and not have to be afraid about anything anymore.  




What am I going to eat?  





Jesus will provide.  




How will I keep safe? 





 Jesus will keep watch.  




Who will love me?  





The creator and redeemer of the universe loves me.

Now we still need to use our heads 


and see God providing for us 


instead of saying God will provide.  

We don't want to be part of the joke that has a man 


during a flood 



turn down a boat and helicopter 




as he sits on his roof, 



telling the rescuers, 




“God will provide a way out.”.  


As he complains to Jesus after drowning, 



Jesus says, 




“I sent a boat and helicopter, 




what more did you want me to do?

On this Christmas morning, 


hear the angels words again from a new perspective.  



Fear not! 



Behold, 



Look, 




God no longer is separated from you.  

The one who has the control 


that gave you peace in the garden 

is now back amongst you, 


so you can have peace again.  

What is there to fear 


that he can not control?  

In his lifetime, 


we see him control the wind and the waves, 


provide food for thousands 



out of a couple of loaves and some fish, 


bring multiple people back to life, 


heal 100 to 1000s of others, 


and eventually make powerless our greatest fear, 



death.

If we can see God there in that manger, 


the God that walked with us in the cool of the evening, 


the one who created us out of dust 



and breathed life into us, 


has taken on human flesh.  

The flesh was necessary 


in order to reestablish a relationship with us.  

The deeper we enter into that relationship, 


our level of fear will proportionately disappear.  

Children have less fear than us, 


because they don't try and be in control as much as us.  



They trust many of those things to their father and mother.  

Our father cares for us so much, 


that he sent his son to be with us, 


because we could not make it back to him on our own.  

The angels all see how this works 


and they are excited about it.  

They want us to look, 


to not miss what God has done.  

He has come among us.  

If we believe that is God in the manger, 


then we know there is nothing left to fear.  



We have someone who can control all the things we can't 




and will make them all work together 





in ways which we never could.  

Our Savior has come!  


That is good news 



that should bring us great joy.  

It is not dependent on us to fix the relationship!  


We don't have to be in control.  

The one who is


 has come to rebuild that relationship.  

Do you behold him?
