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Decades of
Happke operates
greenhouse,
museum
BY ELIZABETH HOAG | STAFF WRITER

Rubes Sponsored by Fluegge’s Ag

PIERZ – During the summer
months, Rolling Hills Greenhouse,
Implement and Museum looks a little
greener, but as the snow makes its
appearance, Kevin Happke, the owner
of the establishment, spends a lot of his
time collecting, sorting and organizing
his treasured agricultural finds for the
museum.
Happke, who grew up five miles
north of Pierz, was raised on a dairy
farm. Surrounded by International
Harvester
equipment,
Happke
developed an appreciation for farming,
the outdoors and the simple functions
of agricultural mechanics. By the time
Happke was a sophomore in high
school, he opened up a greenhouse and
grew his own business.
“I opened up my greenhouse on
my parents’ farm in 1980 and moved
to town in ‘86,” Happke said. “I was
involved in FFA and 4-H.”
Fifteen years later in 1999, Happke
built a barn across from his greenhouse
for additional space to accommodate
for his growing business.
“In my spare time, I started to
acquire items that were ag related which
are from the late 1800s to 1960s,” he
said. “I started collecting toy tractors,
mainly International Harvester, but I
also branched off and collected John
Deere and other common brands.”
Happke’s greenhouse contains a
blacksmith shop complete with tools

agricultural history

and forge, and a hand crank drill press.
The red 40- by 100-foot gambrel roof
barn gave Happke the space to begin
storing larger items such as small- and
large-scale vegetable equipment, crop
production equipment, dairy production
equipment and horse drawn equipment,
among other items. The combination
of antique implements and space gave
Happke the opportunity to open his
museum in 2007.
“I’m still working on organizing
the museum so when people stop by,
they have more space to walk around
and look at everything,” he said. “In the
summer, a lot of museum pieces can be
displayed outside so it helps alleviate
the space issue in the greenhouse.”
The second floor of Happke’s barn
is filled with toy tractors varying in
scale. Each display case is filled with
brands such as International Harvester,
Case, John Deere, McCormick Deering
and Farmall. Atop the cases rest more
tractors, construction toys and train car
replicas made by Tonka, Structo, LGB,
Doepke, Ertl, Tru Scale and Nylint.
“My plan is to set out a loop
of train tracks in front of the barn
and landscaping and have a batteryoperated train run on the track,” he said.
“I also travel to the Granite City Train
Show in St. Cloud at the River’s Edge
Convention Center and garden scale
railroad layout. I also take different
antique farm equipment to national Red
Power Round Up shows.”
Within his barn, among the glass
display cases, Happke has created a
farming village, recreating a successful
farming co-op loading and unloading
grain, silos surrounded by a variety of
tractors and grain bins adding to the
landscape.
“I work on these diorama because I
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Kevin Happke sits at a complete
1930-40 era International Harvester
McCormick Deering dealership
counter Jan. 2 in Pierz. Happke has
owned Rolling Hills Greenhouse,
Implement and Museum since 1980.
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Happke
from front
want to show the younger
generations not familiar
with
agriculture
the
common surroundings of
a farm,” he said. “I am
still working on setting up
more farming replicas.”
The
collector’s
hobby expanded from
toys to large implements
and functional farming
equipment, refrigerators
and milking equipment.
“Years
ago,
transportation
wasn’t
like it is now, so tractor
dealerships were a onestop shop,” Happke said.
“They sold refrigerators,
freezers and such which
I have collected over the
years.”
While most items are
still functional, others
are for display only but
that does not stop the
agricultural
enthusiast
from trying to fix certain
items to get them back to

working order.
“I search for parts
to fix certain farming
equipment I find,” said
Happke, who has IHCMcCormick Deering new
old stock parts dating
back to pre-1945. “I find
random parts at auctions,
garage sales and online. I
sort and store them until
I find time to tinker or a
buyer for them.”
Happke has found
items for his collection
from all over the United
States.
“I find different things
on Craigslist, eBay and
other internet websites,”
he said.
While
Happke
has found some of his
treasures online, some
items have been donated
to him.
“I’ve had people
come in and give me
items they no longer need
or have use for,” Happke
said. “More often than
not, when someone comes
into the museum, we
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A 1938 McCormick Deering W-30 rests on the lawn across the street from Rolling Hills Greenhouse, Implement and
Museum in Pierz Jan. 2. The machine was used to harvest wheat.

share a common interest
in historical agriculture.”
Having been in the
museum business for over
a decade, the collector has
formed ties with others
who share his passion.
“Myself, along with
others, share information,
resources and pieces
of machinery with one
another,” he said.
Knowing the ins
and outs of the industry,
Happke has collected
magazines
Kevin Happke flips through a binder full of McCormick literature,
catalogues Jan. 2 at Rolling Hills Greenhouse, Implement and books with detailed
and Museum in Pierz. The museum is open year-round by pricing which has grown

his knowledge.
“I
have
folders
filled with antique sales
catalogs, farm magazines
dating back to the early
1920s, parts books and
owner’s manuals,” he
said.
For roughly four
decades, Happke has
collected,
stored,
organized and made it
a goal to preserve the
agricultural history.

“The best part about
what I do is having the
opportunity to meet new
people and talk with them
about the items I have
here,” he said.
The
museum
is
open
year-round
by
appointment by calling
320-468-6474 or emailing
321main@gmail.com.
“I enjoy what I do,
but my mission is to
provide resources and

opportunities to educate
children and adults about
agricultural history in
the Upper Midwest from
the 1900s and forward,”
Happke said. “I am trying
to demonstrate how food
was produced in the past
and preserve agricultural
equipment,
tools,
literature and memorabilia
for generations to come.”

appointment.

QUALITY PRODUCTS…
PEOPLE WHO CARE.
VISIT ANY OF OUR FOUR LOCATIONS
FOR ALL YOUR FARM NEEDS
• Gravely lawn equipment
sales & service
• Chainsaws, blowers & trimmers
• Small engine service & repair
• DOT truck inspections
• Electric motor repair

• Cheese, milk, ice cream
• Feeds, seeds & fertilizers
• Dairy production products
• Tools, chain & hardware
• Pet foods
• Custom feed blending

Small scale farming equipment is displayed inside Kevin Happke’s barn Jan. 2 in Pierz.
Happke has displays to educate children about farming.

And much, much more to help you succeed!
PRODUCTS YOU CAN COUNT ON!
PLUS
MANY
MORE!
ORDER FEED FROM OUR WEBSITE:

WWW.SUNRISEAGCOOP.COM

9361 Creamery Dr., Buckman • 468-6433
Hwy. 27, Lastrup • 468-2543
Hwy. 25, Little Rock • 584-5147
14395 Hwy. 25, Pierz • 468-2168

BA1_1B_BP

CALL US IF YOU’RE INTERESTED IN SHIPPING
YOUR MILK TO FIRST DISTRICT ASSN.

Kevin Happke stands next to a 1936 McCormick-Deering tractor Jan. 2 in his gambrel
roof barn across the street from Rolling Hills Greenhouse, Implement and Museum
in Pierz. Happke collects toy tractors, blacksmith shop tools, small- and large-scale
equipment such as vegetable, crop production, dairy production and horse drawn
equipment, among other items.
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Paddocks mimic peaceful prairie for Becker bison
Snake River
Farm raises
rolling herd
of buffalo
BY JAKE DOETKOTT
STAFF WRITER

it hard to complete a
paddock a day.”
The farm’s animals
have access to native
prairies, oak savannahs,
wet
meadows
and
lowlands. One mile of
the Snake River winds its
way through the quaint
property.
“Our animals grow
happy and relaxed and
slower compared to
grain-fed
animals,”
Barthel said. “Selling
directly to our customers
allows us to take a more
humane approach.”
The
kind-hearted
methods employed by
Barthel are necessary for
bison, as bison cannot
be driven due to their
dangerous
proclivity
to turning on their
aggressors.
“I let the animals
come to me; it’s very
ritualistic,” Barthel said.
“You have to get your
herd acclimated to you
and conduct an identical
routine with them when
leading them to another
pasture.”
The
practice
is
important for the herd
and for the farmers
safety, and it conditions
the bison for a peaceful
in-pasture harvest.
“I don’t bring my
herd to slaughterhouses;
I harvest in-pasture,”
Barthel said. “They
will be relaxed and die
peacefully if performed
in-pasture by the farmer
they trust. It’s better for
everyone this way.”
Quality
Meats,
of Foley, processes
Barthel’s harvest with

Wilkinson have shared
another treasure from
their property with the
public.
Visitors to Becker
may recall the bison
skeleton, known as
Samuel,
and
now
Samantha.
Barthel assembled
the skeleton, and it
stood in the Becker
Community
Center’s
library for several years
in the early 2000s. The
skeleton now resides
in the National Buffalo
Museum in Jamestown,
N.D.
Through dedication
to humane practices and
a personal approach to
selling their harvests,
Snake River Farm has
found success in the
Becker area.
Last year, the farm
sold 132 hogs, 100 beef,
70 ducks, 20 turkeys, 20
rabbits, 18 buffalo, 12
geese and six lambs.
“We rely on family
recommendations and
word of mouth,” Barthel
said.

BECKER – Tom
Barthel has resided on
his scenic swath of land
along the Snake River
in Becker since 1969.
He and his wife Gail
Wilkinson raise beef,
hogs, sheep, chickens,
ducks and horses on the
225-acre Snake River
Farm, composed of 70
paddocks.
The farmstead is also
one of 200 Minnesota
bison farms.
PHOTOS BY JAKE DOETKOTT
“My mother, Joyce,
Ella Fenske (left), Tom Barthel and Gail Wilkinson are pictured in the kitchen at their
always had an affection
farmstead, Snake River Farm, in Becker Dec. 27. The couple has tended the land since
for bison,” Barthel said.
1969 where they raise bison and offer educational opportunities to the public.
“After we got bison,
she would drive from
the exception of his with email,” Barthel said. the
museum
and
her home in Buffalo
poultry, which he brings “Doing it this way builds schoolhouse, Barthel and
just to sit and watch
to Nelson-Shine Produce. greater trust and lets
the animals. She would
Snake River Farm people know their farmer
Skid loader
often say to me with
sells its meats directly to more personally. They
& Implement
wonder, ‘Imagine: we
customers.
can get to know more
(Mounting Available)
have buffalo.’ She just
“I’m retired, so I like about the food they are
thought that was the
making things as easy as consuming.”
320-387-2770
grandest thing.”
I can,” Barthel said.
Barthel
and FEED & FARM SUPPLY STORE Open M-F 7:30-7, Sat. 7:30-5
Barthel
and
The
personal Wilkinson
welcome
Wilkinson had always
approach
to
selling members of the public
admired
bison
and
has been a successful to
their
homestead
had considered raising
practice for the couple. three times a year to
the animals following
Snake River Farm sells experience their farm.
retirement. However, the
to about 500 families There is a playground for
endeavor was pursued
annually and has 85-90 children, mustang horses
earlier than thought.
percent of its customer for riding, a museum
“One way or another,
base return.
and
a
120-year-old
I gave in a decade
“We’ve never had to schoolhouse.
before his retirement,”
advertise, and I only work
In
addition
to
Wilkinson said.
Snake River Farm
has a fluctuating bison
herd size based on
customer
demand.
Barthel acquires heifers
and
yearlings
and
hosts 20-40 buffalo on
average. Each one takes
3.5 years to be ready for
harvest.
Stop in or give us a call
“I consider our
for more information!
farm a grass finishing
operation,”
Barthel
said. “I don’t use grain
with my beef or bison
because it isn’t good for
16250 HWY 10 NW
their stomachs.”
Royalton, MN
Barthel rotates his
bison herd through
(320) 584-5520
paddocks to replicate
a large herd’s natural
pattern of movement.
The long rest intervals
for the land and short,
but intense, grazing
periods allow pastures to
flourish, and the herd’s
instincts keep them from
We wish you the
clearing out a section too
quickly.
best of luck in 2019!
“Each paddock takes
about three days to get
KOCHS HARDWARE FOLEY HARDWARE CO.
picked clean,” Barthel
190 Glen Street
12500 MN-23
said.
“Bison
social The alpha male bull eats hay in the snow Dec. 27 in Becker. Bison have a rigid social
Foley MN 56329
Milaca, MN 56353
orders require ample order and give one another necessary space while maintaining a herd mentality.
(320) 968-7262
(320) 294-5544
space and that can make

Gilman Co-op Creamery

Serving Your Seed,
Application, Fertilizer,
Precision, and
AgChem Needs.

BA1-1B-BP

Helena Agri-Enterprises, LLC

BA1-1B-BP

BA20-tfnB-JW
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Corn growers,
irrigators host
annual meeting
Jan. 10
SAUK RAPIDS – The
Benton Sherburne County
Corn Growers and East Central
Irrigators associations annual
meetings will take place from
8:30 a.m. to 2:30 p.m. Jan. 10
at Jack and Jim’s Event Center,
11025 Duelm Road N.E.,
Foley.
Speaker topics will include
Minnesota Agricultural Water
Resource Center updates,
marketing, chemigation and
understanding
succession
planning processes.
The irrigators annual
meeting will be at 9 a.m.
following registration. The
corn growers meeting will
commence at 2 p.m. and be
followed by door prizes. Lunch
will be at noon.
For more information
contact Sean Arnold at 320980-1733.
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Labeling, the misunderstanding
of food production
There is a lot of fake news out there, and it is
and Drug Administration are at a loss to explain
not all related to Washington, D.C. The agriculture
the difference between natural and unnatural food.
industry has been dealing with uniformed reporting
Naturalness (a real word) has nothing to do with
for years, often based on what people think they
the safety or quality of food.
know about farming.
There is also the belief that chemicals used on
The most pervasive un-truth is all genetic
the farm are a major threat to food safety.
modified organisms are somehow bad for us.
It is actually the bacteria like E. coli, salmonella
In reality, genetic modification of plants has
and listeria along with parasites and viruses that
been around for over two decades, and there are
will get you. The chemicals you might find in food
thousands of worldwide studies that have verified
are heavy metals that come from the soil, pollution
the safety of using GMO crops.
from the air and soil and mycotoxins that are
Also on the list is the claim that only meat with BY ROGER STROM produced by fungi.
The Business of Farming
a hormone-free label is actually hormone free.
Pesticide residue on some foods is a legitimate
Not so. Animals produce hormones and hormones
concern. Especially crops like apples and oranges.
are in all meat. A more accurate label would state additional Even though levels are monitored to ensure they are below the
hormones were not added to the animal’s diet to promote growth tolerances established by the U.S. Environmental Protection
so they would reach market weight more quickly.
Agency, consumers are encouraged to wash all fruits.
The other label that causes confusion is antibiotic-free. The
Perhaps the most surprising perception is that farming is
fact is, by the time it reaches the grocery store all meat is free of a low-tech business. Yet, when you look at each step in food
antibiotics. The animals cannot be processed until all antibiotics production, it involves high-tech. From genetic modification of
are out of the animals’ systems. The more accurate labels are a seed to self steering equipment, farming has become one of
ones that say the animals were raised without antibiotics or no the most technologically advanced industries in America. There
antibiotics added meaning the animal grew up without ever is such a high demand for people who understand technology
receiving antibiotics. Which may be a bad choice if an animal that many ag-related companies are struggling to fill jobs with
gets sick and suffers because they could not be treated.
degrees in science, technology, math and engineering.
While on the subject of labeling, there is the widespread
… just sayin’.
belief that foods with a natural label are somehow better for you.
In reality, it means nothing. Even the scientists at the U.S. Food
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The key differences between the Margin
Protection Program, Dairy Margin Coverage

Upper Mississippi
Irrigators Association
seeks membership

Comparison at-a-glance between Margin Protection Program and Dairy Margin Coverage
Dairy Margin Coverage

25-90 percent

5-95 percent

$4-$8

$4.-$9.50

4 million pounds

5 million pounds

Margin Protec on Program or
Livestock Gross Margin (not
both)

Ability to enroll in both Dairy
Margin Coverage and Livestock
Gross Margin (Dairy-RP also
available)
25 percent discount with fiveyear enrollment
First 5 million pounds can be
enrolled between $8.50-$9.50,
addi onal milk can be enrolled
at $8 or below

Premium discounts

None available

Coverage flexibility for large
opera ons

No flexibility

After a lot of back and
forth and conferencing,
we have a 2018 farm
bill. Agricultural groups
and parties on both sides
are expressing general
satisfaction with the new
farm bill and the programs it
will provide.
A key change is to the
2014 farm bill’s Margin
Protection Program, which
is now called Dairy Margin
Coverage. You may recall
MPP went through changes
in early 2018 after the
Bipartisan Budget Act
of 2018, including new
coverage levels for the
first 5 million pounds of
production and reduced
premiums on catastrophic
coverage levels for larger
producers. The revamped
Dairy Margin Coverage
includes those changes and
more. Let us do a quick
comparison.
First, the coverage
options are expanded. Under
the 2014 bill, MPP coverage
was available from $4-$8 in
50 cent increments. Under
Dairy Margin Coverage,
farmers can get coverage
from $4-$9.50 in 50 cent
increments. The amount of
coverage has also changed,
from 25-90 percent in
5 percent increments to
5-95 percent in 5 percent
increments. DMC will also
keep the Bipartisan Budget

Act change of
of that, at levels
tier 1 prices
of $8 and below.
being
good
Coverage
on the first 5
above 5 million
million pounds
pounds, or tier
of production,
2, is available
versus
the
at
increased
o r i g i n a l
premiums.
4
million
Continuing
pounds. These
the
trend
c h a n g e s
from the early
p r o v i d e
2018 changes,
p r o d u c e r s BY EMILY WILMES p r e m i u m s
University of
with
more
across the board
MN Extension
flexibility in
are
reduced
how they cover
compared
to
their milk.
original MPP premiums.
An exciting change to For example, $8 coverage
the program under DMC is is 10 cents per cwt. under
it does more than MPP to DMC versus 47.5 cents
encourage risk management per cwt. under the original
strategies. If farmers sign MPP schedule. The $9.50
up for the program for five coverage level available on
years, they will receive the first 5 million pounds
a 25 percent discount on of production history has
premiums. In addition, the a premium of 15 cents per
restriction of having to cwt. And, of course, there
choose between DMC and is the 25 percent discount
Livestock Gross Margin for producers who enroll for
has been eliminated. Please five years.
note the new Dairy Revenue
DMC has two final
Protection program is also pieces that seek to offer
available.
relief from the less-thanWith
the
Margin ideal Margin Protection
Protection Program, there Program.
First,
dairy
was no coverage flexibility operations
that
were
for larger operations. With prohibited from participating
Dairy Margin Coverage, the in MPP following the
first 5 million pounds can early 2018 changes due
be enrolled at the $8.50, $9 to enrollment in an LGM
or $9.50 level and milk in contract can retroactively
excess of 5 million pounds enroll in coverage. Second,
can be enrolled independent dairy operations have the

opportunity to utilize 75
percent of the net premium
paid for MPP from 2014-17
as a credit for future DMC
premiums.
Alternatively,
operations can elect to
receive 50 percent of net
premium as a direct refund.
Essentially, this recognizes
the ineffectiveness of the
Margin Protection Program
and incentivizes participation
in Dairy Margin Coverage.
We finally have the 2018
farm bill, and the changes to
the dairy safety net program
provides dairy producers
with the best option they
have had in years.

RICE
–
Upper
Mississippi
Irrigators
Association is planning
its annual meeting and
invites current, former
and prospective members
to attend and benefit from
a program to educate
farmers and community
members about the issues
in the area.
The annual meeting
will be from 9 a.m. to 1
p.m. Jan. 16 at the Bowlus
Community Center, 106
First Ave. S., Bowlus,
and includes a free
lunch catered by Jordie’s
Trailside Café.
Following
coffee
and rolls and a member
update
by
UMIA
President Wally Parkins,
Bruce Montgomery –
who retired from the
Minnesota Department
of Agriculture – will
speak on the impact
of nitrogen rules on
farmers. Nathan Drewitz,
University of Minnesota
Extension
Educator,

NATIONAL FFA WEEK
//

February 17-24, 2018

will give a presentation
on controlling palmer
amaranth
and
other
weeds. Low-cost updates
for sprinklers will be
given by Jake Wildman,
irrigator, and Casey
Gwost, of the Benton
County Soil and Water
Conservation District, will
talk about Minnesota’s
Agricultural
Water
Quality
Certification
Program. Updates on the
Ag Weather Network and
the future of irrigation
management will also
be
presented
along
with an introduction of
Vasu Sharma, the new
University of Minnesota
Irrigation Specialist.
Lunch will be served
at noon.
All speakers will be
available for questions
during and after lunch.
Annual membership
to the Upper Mississippi
Irrigators
Association
ensures there is a voice for
farmers at the legislature.
Membership dues support
hiring consultants to
work with lawmakers
in St. Paul on behalf of
irrigation. Events and
educational opportunities
are also planned.
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Ad Deadline
February 7,
2019

Let us help you
customize your farm

BA24-tfnB-TV

A SUPPLEMENT TO THE

AND

• Residential • Agricultural • Light Commercial • Drafting
St. Martin, MN • www.lifestylelumber.com • 320-548-3459 • 800-699-9774

All Ads Full Color

Publications

Call
Randy
or
Derek
Today!
Free Estimates
ates • Free Delivery
Locally Owned and Operated

National FFA Week
is Sponsored by

ST
T R
Published by:

The FFA Edition will be published in the
February 16 & 19, 2019 issues of the
Sauk Rapids Herald and the
Benton County News
To be included contact

Published By

ST
T R

+

Publications

Robin Brunette
robin@saukherald.com | 320-293-5911

R1-1F-RB

Produc on history covered
(in 5 percent increments)
Coverage levels
(in 50 cent increments)
Pounds of produc on history
eligible for er 1 premiums
Risk management op ons

Hosting
annual
meeting with
free lunch
Jan. 16

Margin Protec on Program
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Trump signs farm bill
Agricultural
Improvement Act
of 2018 includes
coverage options
for dairy, crop
farmers
BY KATELYN ASFELD
STAFF WRITER

ALBANY–The Agricultural
Improvement Act of 2018, or
farm bill, was signed into law by
President Trump Dec. 20.
The signing comes one week
after approval by both the U.S.
House of Representatives and
Senate.
According
to
the
Congressional Budget Office,
the bill is estimated to cost $428
billion for fiscal years 2019-23
and $867 billion over the next
10-year period.
Farmers and agriculturalists,
specifically dairy farmers, are
hopeful the bill will provide
much-needed
support
to
operations.
Two days before the signing,
KASM Radio in Albany hosted
a Focus on Farming panel at
Shady’s Hometown Tavern to
discuss updates of the bill, effects
of trade wars on commodities and
the future outlook of agriculture.
The panel members –
U.S. Rep. Collin Peterson;
Steve Schlangen, chairman of
Associated Milk Producers
Inc.; Kevin Paap, president
of Minnesota Farm Bureau;
Gary Wertish, president of
Minnesota Farmers Union;
Jamie Beyer, vice president of
the Minnesota Soybean Growers
Association; Tom Haag, board
member of the Minnesota Corn

PHOTOS BY KATELYN ASFELD

Guest panelists of KASM Radio’s Focus on Farming event – Kevin Paap (from left), Gary Wertish, Steve Schlangen, U.S. Rep. Collin Peterson, Joe
Gill, Dave Frederickson, Tom Haag and Jamie Beyer – await discussion at Shady’s Hometown Tavern Dec. 18 in Albany. The panel discussed
updates to the Agricultural Improvement Act of 2018.

Growers
Association;
and
Dave Frederickson, Minnesota
Department
of
Agriculture
Commissioner – joined Joe Gill,
director of KASM Radio.
“It is a … miracle this
happened,” said Peterson of
the bill passing the House and
Senate. “I don’t think people
realized how close we came to
losing it.”
Key changes in the bill
include reform of government
food
assistance
programs,
addressing rural mental health
concerns and modifications to
farm subsidy policy. For dairy
farmers, the bill replaces the
Margin Protection Program with
the Dairy Margin Coverage,
which will provide flexibility for
operations of all sizes, according
to the congressional report.
“The big winners of this bill
are you dairy farmers,” Peterson
said. “You guys got a program

that’s going to finally work for
you.”
Dairy Margin Coverage
includes several features:
- Eligible production history:
DMC allows operations to cover
between 5-95 percent of existing
production history.
- Higher coverage levels:
DMC lets operations cover
margins between $4-$9.50 in 50cent increments for their first five
million pounds of participating
production.
- Producer premiums: The
conference report indicates the
bill provides a drop in the price
of $8 coverage from $0.142 per
hundredweight to $0.10/cwt.,
provides $8.50-$9.50 options
and makes the price of $4.50
and $5 coverage uniform across
tiers, reducing the cost of $5
coverage for operations covering
more than five million pounds by
nearly 90 percent.
- Premium discount: DMC

provides a 25 percent annual
premium discount for any
operation that signs up in 2019
and commits to maintaining
coverage through 2023.
- Premium repayment:
Operations that participated in
the MPP during 2014-17 will be
entitled to receive a repayment
of a portion of premiums paid
over that time period as either
a 50 percent direct refund or a
75 percent credit toward future
DMC premiums.
- Livestock gross margin
insurance: The report removes
the restriction between LGM
and Farm Service Agency dairy
programs, allowing producers to
use both on the same milk.
Retroactive
LGM
participation: Operations locked
out of the improved 2018 MPP
due to LGM participation will
be allowed to retroactively
participate in MPP for the

months in 2018 in which they
were excluded.
- Dairy revenue protection:
Operations can use DMC
in combination with DairyRP without restrictions. The
prohibition on using LGM and
Dairy-RP on the same milk
remains in place.
- Dairy product donation:
The bill repeals the Dairy Product
Donation Program and replaces
it with the Milk Donation
Program. The new program will
make it easier for fluid milk to
be donated to food banks. The
program is funded at $9 million
in 2019 and $5 million in each of
the following years.
- Dairy business innovation
initiatives: The bill authorizes
$20 million to the United States
Department of Agriculture to
establish at least three regionallylocated dairy innovation centers
Farm bill page 4B

Foreston

FARMERS CO-OP CREAMERY

YOUR COUNTRY FEED/SUPPLY STORE & MORE!
Roughage Buster 35%
20% Tubs Natural
Horse High Fat Tub
Mintrate Mineral
Dry Cow Tubs
Fly Control Tubs

BLOCKS
• White Salt Blocks
• Trace Mineral Salt Blocks
• Selenium
• Deer, Sheep and
Goat Blocks
• Horse 16% or
20% Safeguard
• Fly-B Gone
• 37% Range Quad
Mi
Mineral
Block for Horses

CALF/BEEF
Foreston’s Calf Starter 18%
Foreston’s Calf Grower 16%
Munson 39% Pellets
Munson Calf Pellets
ADM Calf 36% Pellets
3813 Pellets
38% Dairy Pellets
16% Dairy Complete
Variety of Milk Replacers
Calf Vantage Calf Feed

MINERALS
Lactation Minerals
• Free Choice Range
• 16% Mineral
• Horse Mineral
• Sheep Mineral,
• Goat Mineral, etc.

WIND & RAIN MINERALS
RALS

/HW)RUHVWRQ)DUPHUV&RRS&UHDPHU\
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We supply all of your
animal feed needs and
have been for over a century!
Cats, Dogs, Horses, Livestock, Hogs, Goats,
Sheep, Poultry, Birds & Wildlife

LOADED WITH ALL
YOUR FARM NEEDS!
• Farm Fresh Eggs • Butter
• Glass Bottled Milk
(Chocolate or White)
• Variety of Cheese
• Thielen Meats
• Foley Locker Meats
• Heggies Pizza
• Amish Goods
(Available Thursday - Saturday)

0HHWLQJ\RXUDQLPDOIHHGQHHGV PRUH

$/:$<6:(/&20,1*1(:3$75216
WE APPRECIATE AND THANK YOU FOR YOUR BUSINESS!

FORESTON, MN • 320-294-5711 • M-F 8-5PM • SAT 8-NOON • WWW.FORESTONCREAMERY.COM
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Farm bill
from page 4B
to provide outreach and
technical assistance.
The
next
topic
discussed at the event was
commodities and how they
have been affected by trade
wars.
“This year has been
tough,”
Beyer
said.
“There’s been so much
uncertainty. Having that
farm bill done, I think farm
families have slept a little
more soundly knowing
they are going to have crop
insurance and adjustments
have been made to make
the program more flexible.”
Changes in the crop
insurance title include
the term of eligibility
from five to 10 years for
beginning farmer and
rancher benefits when
using whole farm revenue
protection crop insurance
policies.
Catastrophic
coverage fees are increased
from $300 to $655 and
a greater emphasis will
be placed on expanding
crop insurance availability
and participation among
beginning, veteran and
socially
disadvantaged
farmers and ranchers.
Additionally,
the
definition
of
family
member for the purposes
of payment limitations
is expanded to include
first cousins, nieces and

Farmers, business owners and representatives of commodity groups gather to partake in KASM Radio’s Focus on Farming event at Shady’s
Hometown Tavern Dec. 18 in Albany. The event was an opportunity to discuss, ask questions and listen to panelists speak about the farm bill and
current trends in the agriculture industry.

nephews,
eliminating
the need for farms to
reorganize if a lineal family
member dies or leaves the
operation.
Improvements
have
also been made to the
Price Loss Coverage and
Agriculture Risk Coverage
programs under the bill’s
commodity title. ARCCounty yields are now
subject to a trend-adjusted
yield factor, as used in crop
insurance policies. Low
county yields in an ARCCounty will be replaced

with a value equal to 80
percent of the county yield
over the previous five
years.
Beyer
believes
fully funding the market
development
programs
is critical for U.S.
commodities.
“Going into 2018, we
knew trade was going to
be a big topic for soybean
farmers,” Beyer said. “Our
top customers are China,
Mexico, Japan and Canada.
All of these countries have
trade agreements that are in

said. “We rely so heavily
on China markets.”
Frederickson agreed.
“We can’t forget our
closest trade partners while
we look at new markets,”
he said.
Frederickson referred
to agriculture as collateral
damage in the trade wars,
telling the crowd to make
their voices heard.
More information on
the farm bill can be found
at https://agriculture.house.
gov/farmbill.

ethanol have been highly
impacted.
“China was one of
our biggest customers for
ethanol,” Haag said. “Once
you lose trade, it’s always
tough to get it back to our
country here.”
Paap agreed but also
noted the importance of
diversifying markets with
other countries.
“We should continue
to protect the trade
agreements we have,
but also expand on new
opportunities as well,” he

limbo, so we knew it was
going to be a tough fight.”
Beyer said China
began orders on soybeans
creating cautious optimism
for soybean growers.
“We typically sell 3035 million metric tons (of
soybeans) to China, and
they ordered 10 or less for
this year,” she said. “It’s a
dire situation for marketing
in 2019.”
As for U.S. corn, China
is not a huge importer of it,
said Haag. However, other
ingredients coming out of

HELP WANTED

Full-time milk truck driver.
Interested parties may send in a
resume. Join our team.

is the new
January 2019

$

$ 99

6-Pc. Screwdriver
Kit

1.87-In. x
60-Yds.
Black DuctTape

1799

5

1384130

dealer in Central MN
As a company responsive
to customer needs
Modern Farm Equipment
is committed to providing
quality equipment backed
by a full-line of parts and
service. Your satisfaction is
important to us and our goal
is to keep your operation
running smoothly.

COME CHECK
US OUT!!
Look for early season
discounts coming soon!

PIERZ, MN

320-468-2161
Hwy. 27 West

SAUK CENTRE, MN
320-352-6543
Hwy. 71 South

www.modernfarmequipment.com
BA_1B_JW

$ 99

$

Atlas Thermafit®
Large & XL Work
Gloves

Shoe & Boot Scraper

3

Thick poly cotton/acrylic liner
cushions and keeps hands
warm and allows maximum
flexibility and comfort.
Machine washable.
1046200

$ 99

2

O’Keeffe’s®
Lip Repair Lip
Balm Or Lip
Balm Stick
5121959

$

99

21

24-Oz. Stanley®
Adventure
Vacuum Food Jar
Stainless steel outer. Keeps
contents hot/cold. Wide mouth
and insulated lid doubles as
bowl. Dry storage in stopper. Leak
proof. Includes full-sized spork.
5754940

Utility grade poly coated cloth
backed with excellent adhesive.
Water and tear resistant.
8641581

99

14

Removes dirt, grass, and more by sliding shoes or
boots across the surface. Hose off for easy cleaning.
1198381

99

$

44

2799

$

50-Lb. Performance
W
Plus Dog Food
Designed for dogs under
stress conditions.
2291177

6-In. 1/2 HP
Bench Grinder
3,550 RPM. Quiet, smooth
motor. Two flexible gooseneck lights.
Eye shields for safety. Predrilled cast iron base.
5094214

$ 99

3

8-Qt. Black Gold®
All-Purpose Potting Soil
Nutrient rich mix ideal for all plants
including flowers, vegetables and
house plants. Provides moisture
retention and good drainage. Feeds up to 6 months.
9586454

$ 49

3

1-Gal. Windshield
De-Icer Washer Fluid

$ 99

2

Quickly removes ice and frost.
Guards against re-freeze on
your windshield.
6839914

8-Qt. Black
Gold®
Seedling Mix

27999

$



10-Ft. Poly
Feed Bunk
4374518



Gives seedlings the
aeration and moisture
retention they need for
strong development. Use
to germinate seeds in
flats, pots and plug trays.
9586603

Stop in for more
$ 99
Savings Storewide!
10-In. Locking Pliers with Wire Cutter
Quantities are limited.

9

While supplies last.

Heavy-duty jaws grip and locks work of all shapes.
6484133

$ 49

2

Formula 409® All
Purpose Cleaner
Cuts through the toughest
kitchen grease and grime.
Eliminates unwanted odors.
9587585

Gilman Co-op Creamery

Open M-F 7:30-7, Sat. 7:30-5, Sun. 8:30-1

FEED & FARM SUPPLY STORE

Good service - fair prices - every day

Gilman, MN 320-387-2770

WWW.GILMANCREAMERY.COM
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MDA extends deadline for urban agriculture grants
Applications due Jan. 17
BA1-1B-BP

If your site is ready, we can
build this winter! Ask for
details on our Winter Build
Savings!

Reiny Hanneken - Manager
401 S. Main St. Pierz, MN
320-468-2516
Insuring your farms
and homes since 1902

Since 1902

Hanneken Insurance - Little Falls
501 Broadway E., Little Falls, MN 56345
(320) 632-6592
922

Insurance Shoppe - Foley
415 Dewey St., Foley, MN 56329
(320)
(3 968-6217

ST. PAUL – The
Minnesota Department of
Agriculture is extending
the application deadline
for
the
Agricultural
Growth,
Research,
and Innovation Urban
Agriculture
Grant
program due to popular
demand and to allow
applicants
sufficient
time to develop strong
proposals.
A total of $250,000 in
grant funding is available
to aid organizations and
communities in obtaining
the materials and services

necessary to successfully
promote urban youth
agricultural
education
and urban agriculture
community development.
The grant is available to
non-profit organizations,
for-profit
businesses,
schools, Native American
tribal communities and
government
entities
located in or serving
eligible areas.
Applicants
may
request a maximum of
$50,000 per project, and
up to 100 percent of the
total project cost may

BA1-1B-BP

arms
and
A SPREADER
FOR EVERY OPERATION
omes since
1902”
NEW! SL 100 Series ProTwin ® Slinger ®

be covered by the grant.
Half of the award may be
requested as an advance.
The
application
deadline
has
been
extended to 4 p.m. Jan. 17.
For more information

about the AGRI Urban
Agriculture
Grant,
including
detailed
information about how
to apply, visit https://
www.mda.state.mn.us/
urbanaggrant.

DIRTWORKS
2000
INC
COMMERCIAL & RESIDENTIAL EXCAVATION
• Site grading
• Ditch excavating
• Road/driveway construction
• Clearing/grubbing land
• Demolition
• Construct building pads
LICENSED • BONDED • INSURED

320-259-4900

SAUK RAPIDS, MN
Dirtworks2000.com

Dirtworks2000 Inc.
BA27-eoBA-TV

INVEST IN QUALITY ®

Reel Auggie
EasySpread ®

4-Auger ®
ProPush

Vertical Single Auger
ProSpread ®

Commercial Reel
ProSpread ® Commercial

58%

:HKDYHDZLGHUDQJHRIPRGHOVDQGVL]HVZLWKPXOWLSOHRSWLRQVWRğWDQ\RSHUDWLRQ2XULQQRYDWLYH
KLJKTXDOLW\VSUHDGHUVZLOOSURYLGHVXSHULRUSHUIRUPDQFHZLWK\HDUVRIORZPDLQWHQDQFHVHUYLFH KuhnNorthAmerica.com

Implement

(320) 243-7411
www.lakehenryimplement.com

BA48-1B-TV

23661 Hwy. 4, Lake Henry, MN

of Facebook users say they have taken a
break from the social media network for
several weeks or more in the last year.
SOURCE Pew Research Center survey of 3,413 Facebook users.

404 County Road 50 • Avon, Minnesota 56310
South Side of I-94
320-356-2412 • www.midsotatrailersales.com
Roto
Tillers

Enclosed Trailers

Rock
Wagons
Augers

Aluma
Utility
Trailers

Grapples

BA27-tfn-TV

Varieties of
Trailers

Serving Central MN since established in 1971 (47 years in business)
AM SELLING
“A QUALITY TE IPMENT”
QUALITY EQU

Get the job done right this SPRING!! Stop at Midsota Trailer Sales!
“Remember, if you’re going to be HAULIN you need to be CALLIN, Midsota Trailer Sales in Avon!”

