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PROGRAM IN BRIEF
7:30 am: REGISTRATION, BREAKFAST, MEET AND GREET EXHIBITORS Multipurpose Room
Welcome
(Multipurpose Room)

8:15 am – Call to Order – Sundy Whiteside, Fr. Gerald Kleba,
Welcome – Dr. Julie Fickas – Interim Campus President, St. Louis Community College, Forest Park
Campus
Welcome – Tamar Brown, East West Gateway Council of Governments
Information from Rachel Greathouse, St. Louis City Recycles

Keynote
(Multipurpose Room)

8:30 am – 9:00 am – Keynote Address – Ms. Amy Hunter

BREAKOUT SESSIONS

Session 1 – 75 minutes

Session 2 – 75 minutes

Session 3 – 75 minutes

(All in Student Center)

(9:15 am – 10:30 am)

(10:40 am – 11:55 am)

(2:15 pm – 3:30 pm)

NEIGHBORHOOD
ORGANIZING 101
(Classroom H215) - A

What makes a board
sustainable, fun, and effective

Building Social Engagement: A
toolkit you can use

Black Jurors Matter: A
community organizing case
study

VISIONING AND
ENGAGEMENT
(Café East SC032) - B

Building a Culture of Civic
Engagement: A hit, you can’t
miss

Vacancy Strategies - Updates

Dutchtown Clean Initiative

SLACO – How can SLACO
Assist Your Association?
(AB Dining Room) -C

Building Capacity: How to
make your neighborhood
association a community
change agent

So you want to do a
neighborhood history? We can
help with that

Employment Connection

Saint Louis Story Stitchers
Artists Collective
STAND DOWN / RISE UP
Respect and Redirect

Safe and Thriving: Youth voices
heard in the safe & thriving
communities 5 year youth
violence prevention strategic
plan

Resource Fair: Come see what
we have to offer!

St. Louis Art Place Project

TRACK SPONSOR –
St. Louis Violence Prevention
Commission
Public Health and Safety
(Café West SC031) -D

HOUSING
(Classroom H221) -E

LUNCH AND LEARN
(Multipurpose Room)

North Newstead Association
“Tell me Something Good”

Let’s talk Gentrification

The Nature Conservancy City
Program

Neighborhood Organizations:
Not just for white
neighborhoods anymore - why
northside neighborhoods
should join SLACO!

Dream Builders 4 Equity

12:15 pm – 1:00 pm – 45 minutes – Lunch

Greetings, Mr. Keith Fuller, Director of Diversity and Inclusion, St. Louis Community College

1:15 pm – 2:00 pm – 45 minutes – Fake News or Not? The Role of the Media in Organizing
and Engagement

Richard Reilly and Harry Wadlington, Photographers; Sylvester Brown Jr., Former Post-Dispatch columnist and
Founder/Director of the Sweet Potato Project; Charles Jaco, Peabody Award winner and writer for the St. Louis
American and Danny Wicentowski, staff writer for the Riverfront Times.

3:40 pm – 4:55 pm – 75 minutes – Getting it together in a virtual world era: Organizing
and engagement in St. Louis 2019
CLOSING PANEL
(Multipurpose Room)

Rasheen Aldridge, 5th Ward Committee Man, St. Louis Regional Organizer for the Missouri Democratic Party;
Pamela Merritt, Co-founder and Co-director of Reproaction; Michael Powers, Real Estate Development
Manager, Habitat for Humanity St. Louis; Alison Dreith, Former Executive Director of NARAL; Lisa Cagle,
Strategic Projects and Research Manager, Bi State Development; Moderated by Kimberly McKinney, CEO
Habitat for Humanity St. Louis.
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CONFERENCE OPENING
(8:15 am – 9:00 am)
Multipurpose Room, Student Center Building
Call to order: Sundy Whiteside, SLACO Board President-Elect
Invocation: Fr. Gerald Kleba, retired, St. Cronan Parish, SLACO Founder
Welcome: Dr. Julie Fickas, Interim President of the Forest Park Campus
Appointed as the interim campus president at the St. Louis Community College Forest Park campus in July
2018, Julie Fickas’ career at St. Louis Community College includes leadership roles as dean of STEM and
business at Forest Park; interim dean of business and communications and science, math, and health at
Meramec; and biology department chair at Florissant Valley. She began her career as a biology faculty
member in 2009 at Florissant Valley.
Dr. Fickas completed her doctorate in interdisciplinary leadership at Creighton University in Nebraska.
Currently, Dr. Fickas serves on the City of St. Louis Workforce Development Board. She also serves on the
Missouri Botanical Garden Education Mission Council.
Welcome: Tamar Brown, East-West Gateway (EWG) Council of Governments
St. Louis native Tamar Brown earned a BA in Business Marketing at Webster University and an MPPA in
Public Policy, Nonprofit Management at the University of Missouri-St. Louis. She is a Community Engagement
professional at EWG where she helps design and implements public engagement programs that reflect
regional awareness for the metro St. Louis region. She has worked with local nonprofit organizations like
Beyond Housing, the Community Builders Network, and SLACO.
Keynote Speaker: Amy A. Hunter, Global Diversity and Inclusion Leader, Boeing
Amy A. Hunter has over 20 years of experience in human resources, organizational development, project
management, and leadership within corporate and nonprofit arenas. Responsibilities have included creating
and implementing return on investment strategies for recruitment and curriculums for training and retention
strategies. She has worked directly with business executives to develop and implement initiatives to attain
human resource accreditations, implement global diversity programs for recruitment and hiring, and develop
mentoring programs.
Hunter recently began service as Global Diversity and Inclusion Leader for Boeing. Prior to that she was the
Manager of Diversity and Inclusion for St. Louis Children’s Hospital. In this role, she led diversity and
inclusion strategies, implementation, and measurement. She also owns and operates Lotus Roots Consulting,
a diversity and inclusion training and organizational development company.
Prior to joining the St. Louis Children’s Hospital, she was Chief Diversity Officer for YWCA Metro St. Louis, a
Division Analyst, and later a Recruitment/Retention and Inclusion Leader for Edward Jones, University
Relations Manager for the Monsanto Company, and Director of Diversity for Bank of America.
Her community engagements have included board leadership roles for the advisory board for Cultural
Leadership, Advisory Board Member for We Stories, Missouri Business Leadership Network, Governor’s
Council on Disability, St. Louis African-American Arts Council, Hispanic Chamber of Commerce Corporate
Advisory Board, University City Children’s Center, and Southside Day Nursery.
Her popular speech “The Talk” was incorporated into a TEDx presentation called “Lucky Zip Codes.” Her
published works include Reforestation for Scholars, Huffington Post, and Essence. She has been a sought-after
commentator for ABC, CNN, NBC, NPR, and other media outlets. Her media appearances since the August 9,
2014, Ferguson, Missouri racial unrest have included NPR, CNN, ABC, KTVI, Huffington Post, Washington Post,
St. Louis Post Dispatch, and over 40 other publications. She was a TEDx presenter in 2014, 2015, and 2018.
Comments: Kevin B. McKinney, Executive Director, SLACO and Rachel Greathouse, St. Louis City Recycles
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Composting and recycling assistance for today’s
Conference is provided by St. Louis Earth Day,
Recycling on the Go. Please compost food and
the trash from your lunch. Recycle metal cans,
napkins, plastic cups, and unwanted paper.
If you leave during the day and do not want
your program book, please leave it at the
registration desk.
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Student Center (9:15 a.m.- 4:55 p.m.)
BREAKOUT SESSION 1
Choose from 1A – 1E below (9:15 am – 10:30 am)
1A. What makes a aboard sustainable, fun, and effective – Classroom H215
Description: How do you recruit new board members? What makes a good meeting or a successful
fundraiser? Learn about developing and maintaining an effective governing body for your organization.
Presenter: Ben Senturia is retired after a 25 year career as a national organizational development
consultant for environmental activists with a specialty in strategic planning and board development. He is
currently on the steering committee of the Working Rights Board of Jobs with Justice and the Board of the
Great Rivers Environmental Law Center. He was involved with post-Ferguson organizing (police reform,
producing and distributing Black Lives Matter yard signs) and actively supporting the CLEAN initiative. His
previous activities included being the Executive Director of two Missouri environmental groups (1969-1976),
the national initiative petition director for the Nuclear Weapons Freeze Campaign (1982-85), and a cofounder
of the Working Group on Electoral Democracy that drafted a model bill of full public financing that became
law in Maine, Arizona, and Connecticut.
Moderator: Maggie Lalor became the Tower Grove East Neighborhood Association representative to SLACO
not long after joining the TGENA board as Safety Chair in 2015. In addition to volunteer work at SLACO and in
her neighborhood, Maggie enjoys sharing her enthusiasm for native plants through St Louis Audubon’s Bring
Conservation Home program, gardening, and advocating for sustainable local food systems, as well as
working to get progressives elected as the President of the St Louis Young Democrats.
1B. Building a culture of community engagement - Café East SC032
Description: A strong region requires engaged citizens and a community-driven vision. What does it take to
build a culture of civic engagement? How can we foster the capacity and the commitment of residents,
community organizations, and businesses to collectively address common problems? What strategies can we
employ to ensure equity? Join a conversation with practitioners and peers about how we can build on existing
efforts to make a more vibrant and engaged St. Louis.
Presenters: Claire Wolff is the community development specialist for the St. Louis Urban Region at the
University of Missouri Extension and Director, Neighborhood Leadership Academy. She develops community
partnership initiatives that link university resources with the needs and priorities of communities by working
on a variety of topics including capacity building, leadership development, and asset-based community
development. Amanda Colon-Smith is the Executive Director of Dutchtown South Community. The
organization focuses on housing development and stabilization as well as community planning and
facilitation and seeks to advance neighborhood vitality through resident-led activities.
Betsy Sinclair, a political science professor at Washington University St. Louis, will discuss Magnify. Magnify
is designed to give residents a tool to make local organizing (advocacy campaigns, volunteer opportunities,
and community events) easy, fun, and social. Vontriece McDowell received her Masters of Social Work from
the Brown School at Washington University in St. Louis where she studied Social and Economic Development.
Her extensive experience in community engagement includes eight years with Beyond Housing, a non-profit,
community development organization that focuses its resources within the geography of the Normandy
Schools Collaborative. As their Director of Community Engagement, Vontriece worked directly with the
community to build resident leaders, understand community priorities, and help to align her organization’s
efforts with the community’s needs. She is passionate about honest and open dialogue with clients and
stakeholders to ensure that their voices inform her work. She currently serves as Director of Community
Based Interventions for Alive and Well Communities where she developed and provides direct oversight of a
grassroots community engagement strategy. Her goal is to help communities, organizations, and
neighborhoods understand the impact of chronic trauma and toxic stress and to work together for
sustainable change.
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1C. Building Capacity: How to make your neighborhood association a community change agent –AB
Dining Room
Description: An essential role for a neighborhood association is bringing residents together through a
variety of social activities. However, a neighborhood association can and should be more than an event
organizer. An effective neighborhood association takes the lead in enabling residents to shape their
community. Learn how your organization can become an effective change agent by building capacity.
Presenters: Dotti McDowell, Director of the Neighborhood Stabilization Team, City of St. Louis, is an urban
planning professional with over 20 years of broad experience in local government; management; customer
service; and community development in public, private, and non-profit sectors. As the Neighborhood
Development Executive in the Department of Public Safety for the City of St. Louis she consults with executive
management, residents, community leaders, elected officials, and various departments within local
government on economic development and quality of life issues in an effort retain and attract citizens and
businesses to the city. Previously, Dotti was the Executive Director for Ujamaa Community Development
Corporation and Black Family Land Trust, a community development corporation in the first ward of North
St. Louis. She and her team of employees and volunteers promoted housing, security, and health initiatives.
She has held similar positions in New Orleans, LA and Detroit. Alana Green, JD, MPA, was recently appointed
Executive Director of the St. Louis Housing Authority, whose mission is to efficiently build and maintain
desirable, affordable housing for residents of the St. Louis area through forthright leadership, innovative
partnerships, progressive technology, and expansion of new resources. Her 30-person staff are responsible
for the implementation and evaluation of approximately $50 million in federally funded programs. She served
previously as Executive Director of the City’s Community Development Administration, where she was
responsible for overseeing and directing public policy, federal programs, and regulations research for urban
development programs. Prior to her tenure with the City, Ms. Green served as the Assistant Director of
DeSales Community Housing Corporation, a premiere development organization. Virvus Jones, a St. Louis
resident since 1956, became involved in civil rights as a teenager by protesting for equal employment
opportunity in 1963 at Jefferson Bank. Following a tour of duty in Vietnam in 1966-67, he joined the Vietnam
Veterans against the War and participated in protests. Jones was elected to the St. Louis Board of Aldermen
from the 27th Ward in 1981, appointed St. Louis City Assessor in 1986 and Comptroller in 1988, and elected
and reelected Comptroller in 1989 and 1993. Upon leaving office in 1995, Jones was a radio talk show host,
wrote a political column for St. American Newspaper, and in 1999 he embarked on a 12-year career in
commercial real estate. Since his semi-retirement in 2012, he has been a campaign consultant and author of
Stalking Horse, a political novel.
Moderator: Mark Abbott, PhD, is professor emeritus at Harris-Stowe State University where he taught
courses in history and urban studies. During his 30-year tenure at Harris-Stowe, he was also the Director of
the Center for Neighborhood Affairs. His primary research interests are the history of urban planning and St.
Louis history. He is the co-editor of Segregation by Design: Conversations and Calls for Action in St. Louis,
which was recently published by Springer International. Professor Abbott has been active in SLACO for over
20 years and is a former president of the SLACO board of directors.
1D. Public Health and Safety – Classroom Café West SC031
Description: North Newstead will be presenting information about its multi-faceted Neighborhood Safety
Initiative. Hear information about the Employment Connection's Competitive Employment and Back to
Health/Back to Work programs for justice involved aka ex-offender clients.
Presenters: Sal Martinez has established himself as a force in the comprehensive revitalization of the St.
Louis region. Martinez received his Bachelor of Science degree in Urban Education in 1994 from Harris-Stowe
State University and was employed by the University as a Neighborhood Services Coordinator from 19961998. During his tenure at College, Martinez served as a liaison to many local social service and non-profit
agencies. These experiences had a profound effect on Martinez, as he developed a keen interest in assisting in
the rebuilding of St. Louis’s many disinvested neighborhoods. In January of 2017, Martinez was appointed the
executive director of the North Newstead Association (NNA), a recognized community development
corporation that has developed over 125 units of affordable housing in addition to providing other services
including; home repair assistance for low-income families, neighborhood safety training, neighborhood
beautification services and landlord training. Martinez also created a new program that addresses food
insecurity that impacts senior citizens residing in North St. Louis city. In the fall of 2018, Martinez was
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appointed the CEO of Employment Connection, Inc., which assists individuals with limited opportunities to
self-sufficiency. The agency currently serves over 1,500 clients on an annual basis. Martinez was then
appointed back to the board of directors of North Newstead Assn., to serve as its Treasurer. Pamela D. Harris
began serving as the Executive Director of the North Newstead Assn. in November of 2018. Ms. Harris brings
over 37 years of banking and finance expertise to this role. Most recently, she was the Loan Review
Supervisor for Great Southern Bank and worked in the Loan Operations Department in Springfield, Missouri.
She is committed to providing low to moderate communities with the tools they need to live sustaining and
successful lives that create better futures for generations to come. Outside of her professional responsibilities,
she has consistently volunteered her financial expertise to several non-profit, for profit and religious
organizations and has taught financial literacy for multiple organizations.
Moderator: Craig Schmid, JD, a Government Services Analyst for the City of St. Louis Department of Health,
is involved in youth violence prevention (Youth Violence Prevention Partnership); HEAL (Healthy Eating,
Active Living) Partnership; heroin/opioids and substance use disorders; racial equity and disparities; internal
and external partnerships; and policy and legislation. He served as Alderman for the 10th and 20th wards in
the City of St. Louis for 20 years.
1E. Housing – Classroom H221
Description: Cities throughout the country are grappling with how to develop communities that are inclusive
of all person, for those already living in an area as well as those that may seek to move in. An area of concern,
and contention is "gentrification." The word, and its varied meanings has become a lightning rod for many.
This segment will have a facilitated conversation on gentrification and recommend ways that fully inclusive
development can occur.
Presenters: Charles Bryson, II, has served in various aspects of human service from Case Worker and Case
Manager at programs for homeless persons in Baltimore, St. Louis, and Peoria Illinois to the Director of a
Head Start program in Springfield Illinois and Executive Director of a Youth Program in Peoria Illinois. He has
also held various positions in state and city government including Area Representative for the Missouri
Housing Development Commission, Neighborhood Development Executive, Senior Policy Advisor, Director of
Department of Public Safety, and Director of the Civil Rights Enforcement Agency. Tonnie Smith is a 13-year
resident and Lead Neighborhood Advocate of the West End Neighborhood. Four years ago, she started
looking at how her neighborhood could become vibrant and resilient for all. To answer this question, she set
out to educate herself by listening to many webinars and attending seminars and meetings on neighborhood
revitalization. She explored neighborhood/community training through the Community Arts Training (CAT)
program at the Regional Arts Commission and the Neighborhood Leadership Academy (NLA) at UMSL. She is
currently in UMSL’s Neighborhood Leadership Fellows Program. Her own neighborhood involvement
includes being on the Board of St. Louis Artworks and on the Community Development Committee of
Cornerstone STL. She is a member of Creating Whole Communities Planning team of West End InvestSTL.
This latter organization will develop a Comprehensive Neighborhood Plan for the West End by working with
Legal Aid of Eastern Missouri to reduce vacancy in the West End and working to establish the first
Community Improvement District in the West End.
Moderator: Rick Bonasch is Director of Technical Assistance for Rise Community Development (“Rise”),
where he specializes in building capacity for community-based development organizations in the St. Louis
area. His expertise is in organizational strategic planning, staff and board development, community planning,
and affordable housing development and finance. Rise’s mission is to build strong and healthy neighborhoods
in partnership with place-based, community development organizations. Rise does so through a combination
of organizational capacity building services and targeted real estate development activities in the heart of the
St. Louis region, in both Missouri and Illinois.
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JOIN THE FUN AND MEET THE CITY
Great Conversation

#NU4Change/SISTERHOODS

www.slaco-mo.org

BREAKOUT SESSION 2

Choose from 2A-2E (10:40 am – 11:55 pm)
2A. Building Social Engagement: A toolkit you can use – Classroom H215
Description: The session will include a discussion of the social engagement toolkit available for
neighborhood organizations, followed by a hands-on activity exploring what YOU can do to build a more
robust and diverse group. This workshop is highly interactive and social.
Presenters: Jen Kubiszewski is President of the Tower Grove East Neighborhood Association and a founder
of the South City Gin Club. She works in Communications at Wells Fargo and is the Regional Chair of their
LGBT business resource group. You can often find her on her phone using social media to share all the
amazing places in the city. If she’s not drinking gin she is trying to infuse it with unusual things – like toffee,
candy hearts, or lavender. You can follow her on Twitter @uffdajen or Instagram @jenkubiszewski.
S.J. Creek is Vice President of the Monthly Cycle, a local group of women and non-binary cyclists. The group
serves as a member of the DeSales Community Advisory Board and is a founding member of the newly
resurrected Sixth Ward Democrats. They direct the research arm of a local design firm and have a side hustle
creating political logos. In their free time, they organize urban studies reading group and a queer cookbook
club.
Moderator: Maggie Lalor - See session 1A for Ms. Lalor’s biographic material
2B. Vacancy strategies and updates – Café East SC032
Description: From vacancy to vibrancy, learn how we are working to eradicate vacancy. Reducing the
negative impact of vacancy is a complex puzzle, requiring coordination and collaboration among the public
sector, private stakeholders, and neighborhood leaders to achieve a shared vision. Here an update on vacancy
strategies and Prop NS.
Presenters: Peter Hoffman, JD/MPA, staff attorney with Legal Services of Eastern Missouri’s Neighborhood
Vacancy Initiative, created the initiative in April 2018 to provide free legal assistance to nonprofit
neighborhood and community organizations to help prevent vacancy and propel the grassroots rehabilitation
of abandoned properties. While working in Kansas City on similar efforts with Legal Aid of Western Missouri,
he helped create and direct that organization’s “Adopt-a-Neighborhood Project”, a Legal Services Corporation
“Pro Bono Innovation Fund” recipient bringing together urban neighborhoods with local volunteer law firms.
His 2016 commentary, “Bringing Self-Empowered Revitalization to Distressed Neighborhoods” was published
in the Journal of Affordable Housing and Community Development Law. Laura Ginn serves as a Program
Manager at St. Louis Development Corporation (SLDC), where she develops and manages projects related to
vacancy in the City of St. Louis, particularly those of Green City Coalition – a partnership between SLDC, the
City, Metropolitan St. Louis Sewer District, and Missouri Department of Conservation working with dozens of
member organizations, institutions, and residents to convert vacancy to vibrancy. Through such collaborative
efforts, she strives to increase the use of best practices and data-driven decision-making to support
government collaboration, transparency, and accountability. Laura holds a master’s degree in Conservation
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and master’s certificate in Geographic Information Systems and teaches GIS in the Sam Fox School of Design
at Washington University. Austin Albert serves as a Project Manager at St. Louis Development Corporation
(SLDC). His position was specifically called out in the Asakura Robinson Land Bank Assessment and is the
first in a series of positions recently hired by SLDC. Austin's role is to conceptualize and begin implementing
action items highlighted in this Assessment, and others, and provide additional operational and
administrative capacity to the Land Reutilization Authority (LRA). In practice this involves enhancing existing
programs, developing new programs, and serving as a co-chair to VACANCYSTAT, a committee of department
heads and essential city personnel focused on developing solutions to vacancy. Austin holds a master’s degree
in City and Regional Planning from the Georgia Institute of Technology. Tara Aubuchon is the Vacancy
Coordinator at Community Builders Network (CBN) of Metro St. Louis. She helps to facilitate and support the
work of the Vacancy Collaborative, a coalition of partners committed to the reduction of vacant property in St.
Louis. Before starting at CBN, she worked in the fields of green building and affordable housing, engaging in
community projects and leading organizational planning processes. She holds a B.A. in Environmental Studies
from Washington University and a MA in City Planning from MIT. Tara is committed to supporting the
growing coalition tackling vacancy in St. Louis and believes that at its root, addressing vacancy is about
addressing structural inequities, disinvestment, and most importantly, helping all communities thrive.
Moderator: Sundy Elizabeth Whiteside, SLACO Board President, has worked as an Equipment Engineer for
MEMC Electronic Materials, Inc., and as a Project and Information Systems Engineer for JJO Control Systems.
She has also worked for the Community Action Agencies of both St. Louis City and County as a Site and
Technology Coordinator. Her community involvement and professional affiliations include the National
Society of Black Engineers, Girl Scout Council of Greater St. Louis Board (Technology Committee), National
Coalition of 100 Black Women, Top Ladies of Distinction, Inc., and Delta Sigma Theta Sorority, Inc. She served
as a Tax Increment Financing Commissioner for the City of St. Louis (2000-2014).

2C. So, You Want to Do a Neighborhood History. We Can Help with That – AB Dining Room
Description: A neighborhood history is not only a tool for knowing about your community’s past. It is the
first step in charting your neighborhood’s future. SLACO has just received a grant from the Missouri
Humanities Council to deliver a series of workshops and individual assistance to neighborhoods interested in
undertaking some type of neighborhood history project. Come learn about this important opportunity and
how it might benefit your neighborhood.
Presenters: Maeve Elder recently graduated from Washington University with a Master of Architecture
degree. Maeve has been involved in numerous community engagement, research, and teaching projects in the
St. Louis community. In addition to serving as Program Manager for the Missouri Humanities Council grant,
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she is currently acting as Community Engagement Coordinator for Interboro Partners' community
engagement efforts for the Forest Park Natural Playscape Project. Before that, Elder was involved in Catalina
Freixas and Mark Abbott's ongoing project Segregation by Design, for which she served as a research
assistant, teaching assistant and then design mentor for the seminar. After graduation, Maeve continued as
the primary research assistant on the project, editing, researching and curating content for their
book Segregation by Design: Conversations and Calls for Action in St. Louis (2018). Jasmin Aber is the
executive director of the Creative Exchange Lab (CEL), a unique non-profit organization that connects St.
Louis to its diverse architecture and design community as well as acts as a city-lab for design and other
professionals to learn and collaborate on Public Interest Projects. (www.creativeexchangelab.org). Jasmin is
an architect from Germany who is an expert in Art & Cultural Planning and Place-making (both as practitioner
and as a scholar). Her’s and CEL’s primary mission is to assist weak economy communities to strategize and
promote their cultural assets, creative industries, and collective talents as catalysts for economic
development. She has recently completed a cultural assessment of East St. Louis that was funded by a 2015
Our Town award from the National Endowment for the Arts. This work has spearheaded the formation of the
East St. Louis Art and Culture Coalition (ESLACC) whose purpose is to use East St. Louis’ rich cultural heritage
to stimulate economic rejuvenation in this distressed community.
Moderator: Mark Abbott, PhD – See Session 1C for Dr. Abbott’s biographical material.
2D. Stand Down / Rise Up – Café West SC031
Saint Louis Story Stitchers Artists Collective. The mission of Saint Louis Story Stitchers is to document St.
Louis through art and word and to promote understanding, civic pride, intergenerational relationships and
literacy. Story Stitchers is comprised of artists and African American youth ages 16-24, working together to
create social change with a current focus on gun violence prevention. The organization works to promote a
better educated, more peaceful and caring region through the creation and dissemination of original art,
bringing the humanities to the forefront through discussion.
Saint Louis Story Stitchers will be presenting STAND DOWN / RISE UP Respect and Redirect. Through this
project poets ages 16-24 currently residing in St. Louis city and county explore African Americans throughout
Missouri’s history who have impacted the high rates of gun violence in the black community today. This
project is supported in part by Missouri Foundation for Health, The Incarnate Word Foundation, and Gateway
Arch National Park.
UP Next: Performance at Gateway Arch National Park, February 18, 2019, 2:00-3:00 PM. Free and open to the
public. For more information and to learn about upcoming opportunities, please visit storystitchers.org and
follow the blog. To apply for Stitchers Youth Council contact storystitchers@gmail.com. A limited number of
paid summer internships are available. Apply through STL Youth Jobs.
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2E. Resource Fair – Classroom H221
Description: This session will focus on sharing resources with the attendees designed to assist existing
residents with financing repairs, improvements or new purchases/refinancing with a sensitivity to market
challenges in low/moderate income neighborhoods. Given the reduction in public funding for home repair
and other special incentives coupled with the great interest rate environment, residents should be
encouraged and enlightened on how to participate in the private sector financing process with true
knowledge of the perceived hurdles along the way. In this environment of heightened redevelopment
activities, particularly in City neighborhoods, we want residents to be armed with as much knowledge of
resources available to assist them with remaining in their homes/neighborhoods and a better understanding
of the benefits of participating financially in the revitalization process from a property owner perspective.
Presenters: Clayton M. Evans is Senior Vice President of Community Banking for Reliance Bank
headquartered in Frontenac, Missouri. He is responsible as the bank’s Community Reinvestment Act Officer
for ensuring alignment of financial services with the needs of community. Before joining Reliance Bank, he
was principal of the Evans Group, LLC., a consulting firm dedicated to providing innovative community
development and mortgage lending strategies to lenders, government, private and not-for-profit entities. He
consulted regularly with providers from many segments of the industry to create strategically focused
solutions to market challenges. He serves on several boards including the St. Louis Equity Fund and
Community Action Agency of St. Louis County. Paul Woodruff, MPA, serves as the Executive Director of
Prosperity Connection and Vice President of Community Development for St. Louis Community Credit Union
(SLCCU). In these capacities, he is charged with overseeing and guiding the strategic direction for numerous
community outreach initiatives supported by both organizations. He develops and maintains relationships
that fund, support, and advance the respective missions of SLCCU and Prosperity Connection. Paul also serves
as an advisor and board member for several community and national groups, including the Inclusiv Credit
Union Network and US Bank’s Community Advisory Committee (CAC). Linda Eggleston has worked in
banking since 1984 including the past 7 years with FCB Banks where she manages the Underwriting and
Appraisal Departments and serves on the Banks CRA Committee and CRA Products Subcommittee. She has
been a Board Member of The Housing Partnership (formerly Lemay Housing Partnership) since 2005 and
currently serves as Secretary. She also recently joined the Board of the Belleville CDC. Both organizations are
CHDO’s. In addition, she is a member of the Gateway CDFI Loan Committee. Past positions have included CRA
Officer at National City Bank and at Equality Savings where she found her passion for working on affordable
housing initiatives. Linda previously served on the International Institute CDC Board and the Dutchtown
South Community Corp Housing Advisory Board. Alex D. Fennoy is Executive Vice President and Community
& Economic Development Director for Midwest BankCentre in St. Louis, Missouri. His work focuses on
developing community outreach programs in the area of lending, investment, financial education, and
volunteerism throughout the St. Louis region. His charge is also to lead Midwest BankCentre in revitalizing
our communities through partnerships with community groups, to create signature products and services
that meet local credit needs, and to provide accessible and convenient banking services. He currently serves
on multiple boards and a task force: President for the Jackie Joyner-Kersee Foundation, Co-Chairman for the
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St. Louis Regional Unbanked Task Force, Treasurer for Heartland St. Louis Black Chamber of Commerce,
Trustee for Better Family Life and Board Member for Fellowship of Christian Athletes (Metro-east).
Moderator: Rick Bonasch- See session 1E for Mr. Bonasch biographic material.

LUNCH and LEARN DISCUSSION

(12:30 pm – 2:00 pm)
Please pick up your lunch, eat and assemble in the Multipurpose
Room at 1:15 pm
Keith Fuller, JD, will bring greetings on behalf of St. Louis Community College.
Keith Fuller, JD, is Director of Diversity and Inclusion for St. Louis Community College (STLCC) subsequent to
serving as STLCC Staff Attorney. As Director he willingly accepts responsibility to ask difficult and thoughtprovoking questions that elicit discussions to help individuals grow more comfortable being uncomfortable.
Keith previously served the City of St. Louis in the City Counselor’s Office. Prior experience also includes Vice
President of Advancement and General Counsel for Lincoln University and in Missouri as the State Supervisor
for the Division of Alcohol & Tobacco Control. After leaving state government, he served as the Director of
Legal Affairs for Centric Group, a private St. Louis based holding company employing more than 3,000 people
with offices nationwide and annual sales exceeding $900 million dollars.
The role of the media in organizing and engagement – 1:15 pm – 2:00 pm
Panel Members: Richard Reilly is the principal photographer for All the Art Magazine. He regularly shows
his work in St. Louis galleries. His work has been published in numerous outlets, including The Guardian,
Riverfront Times, St. Louis Post-Dispatch, St. Louis Business Journal, and more. He has been on the streets with
camera(s) since August 2014. In the fall of 2018 his photography and notebooks were featured at the Griot
Museum of Black History and Culture and the Peter Raven Library of the Missouri Botanical Garden. This
spring he is teaching photography at St. Louis ArtWorks. Harry Wadlington is a St. Louis community
organizer and freelance photographer who has accumulated a body of work chronicling the spirit of the St.
Louis movement for social justice. He has contributed to prominent social media platforms including
Metropolitan Congregations United (MCU) and Coalition Against Police Crimes and Repression (CAPCR) web
pages. His Face Book page, under his name, is an excellent place to view his media content. Sylvester Brown,
Jr., is Director and Founder of the Sweet Potato project initiative, a journalist and a community activist.
Brown was the visionary behind the Sweet Potato project that was founded to address two significant needs:
Young men and women in North St. Louis need an opportunity to earn money and gain job training through
legal work, and neighborhoods in North St. Louis need to become a more self-sustainable community.
Charles Jaco is a journalist and author. The winner of three Peabody Awards, he has worked for NBC
Network Radio in Washington and New York, and CNN in Miami, Latin America, Africa, and the Middle East. In
St. Louis, he has worked for KMOX and KTRS radio, and Fox 2 television. He currently writes three columns
weekly for the St. Louis American and is the author of four books. Danny Wicentowski is a staff writer at
Riverfront Times, where he covers politics, public safety and protests, among many other things.
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BREAKOUT SESSION 3

Choose from 3A-3E below (2:15p.m. - 3:30 p.m.)
3A. Black Jurors Matter: A community organizing case study – Classroom H215
Description: Kendra Tatum will discuss the Organization for Black Struggle Black Jurors Matter campaign to
illustrate effectively engaging and organizing a community. The OBS launched the Black Jurors Matter
campaign in the summer of 2017. Black people make up 13% of the U.S. population but 40% of the prison
population. In the City of St. Louis, black people are 18 times more likely to be criminalized for alleged drug
activity than white residents. There are 8 times as many African Americans at the Medium Security
Institution aka The Workhouse as there are white’s although black people make up less than 50% of the St.
Louis City population. Blacks are twice as likely to be struck from juries.
Presenters: Kendra Tatum grew up in Ferguson, Missouri with a passion for her community. Her major in
Black Studies is a testament to her desire to learn about her history and culture to better understand how to
make a difference in the world. As an OBS organizer, her focus is on police accountability, court reform and
re-envisioning public safety through disinvestment in state repression.
Moderator: Maggie Lalor – See session 1A for Ms. Lalor’s biographical material.
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3B. Dutchtown Clean Initiative and The Nature Conservancy City Program – Café East SC032
Description: This session highlights the work that organizations and communities are doing in partnership
with The Nature Conservancy. The focus is on conservation efforts and TNC’s Cities Program in the City of St.
Louis. This session highlights the partnerships that allow TNC to share our future direction on supporting
community-driven green infrastructure and resilience projects in the St. Louis region.
Presenter: Rebecca Weaver joined The Nature Conservancy (TNC) in Missouri in early 2018 as the Cities
Program Manager where she is working to advance strategies and projects that enhance natural systems in
urban landscapes throughout the state, with an initial emphasis on the City of St. Louis. A focus of the
program in St. Louis City is to help reduce nutrient pollution in the Mississippi River Basin. Rebecca joined
TNC from the Green City Coalition (GCC), a formal partnership between City of St. Louis and Missouri
Department of Conservation – and in collaboration with city residents, the Metropolitan St. Louis Sewer
District, the St. Louis Land Reutilization Authority, local universities, neighborhood associations, CBOs, and
more. GCC is working collaboratively to convert concentrations of vacant land to new community green
spaces and green infrastructure in the City of St. Louis. She holds a Master’s degree in Conservation Biology
from Miami University’s Global Field Program and is passionate about community organizing, civic
engagement and grassroots strategies for sustainable community development. Timetria Murphy-Watson
earned her Masters of Social Work from Washington University’s George Warren Brown School of Social
Work, with an emphasis in social and economic development. After her 2015 graduation she cofounded
LinkStL, a grassroots community organization, focused on connecting people to possibilities, and neighbors to
their neighborhoods and served as Executive Director. Subsequently, Timetria has served as a consultant for
LinkStL while serving as the Director of Community Development Programs for Grace Hill Settlement House
in North St. Louis. Timetria is also a member of the Project Connect Neighborhood Working Group (NWG), a
coalition of North St. Louis City stakeholders who serve to align the National Geospatial Intelligence Agency
(NGA), the St. Louis City government and the eight surrounding neighborhoods of the future site. Rev. Leroy
Gill Jr. is the Founder and Senior Pastor of Jubilee Community Church in St. Louis, Missouri. Pastor Gill is the
President of Northside Oasis City of St. Louis, a nonpartisan coalition supporting the spiritual, physical,
cultural and economic empowerment of individuals and families in the third ward of City of St. Louis. The
coalition foundational principles are biblically based and designed to serve everyone regardless of race, color,
or religious creed. Leroy is also President of Gill Industries, LLC, a petroleum-based company that assists
families and businesses in saving and reallocating expenditures since 2009.
3C. Neighborhood Organizations – Not just for white neighborhoods anymore. Why northside
neighborhoods should join SLACO – AB Dining Room
Description: Many Northside African Americans are distrustful of neighborhood associations – and with
good reason. Historically, neighborhood associations were often used as instruments of racism and
segregation. However, neighborhood associations are essential tools for all residents – whether they are
white or black – to take ownership of their communities. Learn more about the history of neighborhood
associations in St. Louis and why they are especially important for black St. Louis.
Presenters: Fatimah Muhammad founded the Hyde Park Neighborhood Association and is currently
serving as its Vice Chair. She also serves on the SLACO Board of Directors and is a member of several of its
committees and working groups. Prior to her retirement, she owned and operated several successful brick
and mortar businesses over 4 decades. Her continued education in business administration, community
development, project management, site development, and paralegal studies afforded her the opportunity to
develop women power sharing circles in Egypt, Ghana, and India. Her compassion for empowering people led
her to accept the role of Executive Director of WOMB (Women Overcoming Maladaptive Behaviors) a 501c3
nonprofit agency where she was instrumental in implementing holistic life skills and entrepreneurial
coaching. She has held the position of MWBE (Minority, Women-owned Business Enterprises) contract
compliance specialist for both commercial and residential projects and MWBE certification specialist for the
City of St. Louis. Mark Abbott, PhD – See Session 1.C for Dr. Abbott’s biographical material. Darryl T. Jones,
II developed a passion for community empowerment and community engagement very early on. Through his
father, he was involved in community action and organizing at 5 years of age—doing neighborhood clean ups,
campaigning with politicians, and other such activities [coincidently at that same age is when he first met his
mentor Mr. Michael P. McMillan]. After pursuing his Bachelor’s degree in Marketing from St. Louis University,
Darryl moved to Los Angeles, California to work for Ford Motor Company, where in his free time he continued
to fulfill his passion for community by volunteering with GRIP, a gang intervention program, as well as other
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community entities. After several years in Los Angeles, Darryl returned to St. Louis to be a part of the change
that he could see was coming. In 2013, Darryl began working for the Urban League of Metropolitan St. Louis
as a Job Developer in St. Clair County. Eventually, he became a facilitator in the Save Our Sons program, a
workforce development program that was created in response to the disparities that were revealed in the
wake of Ferguson protests and the death of Michael Brown, Jr. In 2016, Darryl became the youngest member
of the management team and currently holds the position of Director of Community Engagement and
Partnerships. Darryl holds a Masters in Nonprofit Administration from Lindenwood University and is a proud
member of Alpha Phi Alpha, Fraternity, Inc.
Moderator: Mark Abbott, PhD – See Session 1.C for Dr. Abbott’s biographical material.
3D. Youth voices heard in the Safe & Thriving Communities 5 year strategic plan – Café West SC031
Description: Learn how youth are coming to the forefront for Increased Mentoring Recruitment, Street
Outreach Programming, Conflict Resolution and Relationship Building, Youth Development Training
(including adults), and Placemaking.
Presenters: Marcel Scaife, MA, is manager of Safe and Thriving Communities with Ready By 21 at the United
Way of Greater St. Louis. In this role, he leads violence prevention efforts, focusing on youth violence in the
city. He works with the Youth Violence Prevention Partnership, an initiative of the St. Louis Health
Department. Joe Monahan is Manager of Systems Change Strategies at Ready by 21 St. Louis. In this role, he
manages data strategy and continuous improvement efforts across Ready by 21 focus areas and was heavily
involved with the Safe and Thriving St. Louis strategic planning process.
Moderator: Craig Schmid, JD, – See Session 1D for Craig Schmid’s biographical material.
3E. Neighborhood Community Housing Projects. Classroom H221
Description: The St. Louis Art Place Initiative, a 501(c)3 community land trust, seeks to create wealth and
equity through homeownership for low and moderate income artists of all disciplines. The first project of St.
Louis Art Place is Gravois Park Art in the Gravois Park neighborhood.
St. Louis Art Place will work with existing community organizations, civic leaders, small business, and other
government and civic agencies to ensure that its housing initiatives meet the needs and serves the
constituents of the community, while developing and integrating artist live/work spaces which enrich the
lives of the artist, existing neighborhood residents and the St. Louis region as a whole. St. Louis Art Place will
not and does not take advantage of any tax incentives nor is it beholden to do historic renovations as we need
to keep our development cost In line with low and moderate income home owners. Among its partners, Art
Place will collaborate with Dream Builders 4 Equity in the rehabilitation of historic properties. Dream
Builders personnel will assist in the construction process, and building capacity for the organization and
bringing their teen and young adult members closer to reaching their dreams and aspirations.
https://www.stlartplace.org.
Presenter: Chris Hansen, Executive Director for the Kranzberg Arts Foundation, is a seasoned arts and
entertainment industry professional and entrepreneur with over 20 years of experience producing and
promoting events and developing and managing award-winning venues and performers. As Executive
Director of the Kranzberg Arts Foundation, Hansen and staff oversee operations of five theatres, three live
music venues, three galleries, two restaurants, eight commercial suites, and a 1,200-capacity circus tent. They
manage over 1,500 events and serve more than 250,000 patrons annually. Hansen also serves as the
Chairman of the Board for the St. LouisArt Place Initiative, is a founding board member of the St. Louis Story
Stitchers and was named the 2019 Arts Innovator of the year by the Arts and Education Council of St. Louis.
Neal Richardson, Head of Financial Education Strategy at U.S. Bank, develops and over sees the strategy to
improve recognition and use the U.S. Bank’s financial education programs nationally, to support the needs of
a diverse set of stakeholders, including customers, employees, community organizations, and regulators.
Since April 2018 he has developed financial education campaigns that have reached over two million people
and resulted in approximately 280,000 engagements in U.S. Bank financial education resources. He cofounded Dream Builders 4 Equity, a nonprofit organization that aims to build social equity through financial
equity.
Moderator: Rick Bonasch – See 2E for Mr. Bonasch’s biographical information.
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Tilles Park Neighborhood Association Congratulates SLACO on
40 Years of Service to the St. Louis Community
The mission of the Tilles Park Neighborhood Association is to
create and maintain a strong, cohesive and viable neighborhood
around the area generally known as Tilles Park.
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CLOSING PANEL 3:40 pm – 4:45 pm
Getting it together in a virtual world era: Organizing and
engagement in St. Louis 2019
Multipurpose Room
Description: Hear from community leaders about their visions for organizing and engagement in a new St.
Louis.
Presenters: Alison Dreith is the former Executive Director at NARAL Pro-Choice Missouri and holds a BA in
Political Science from the University of Missouri – St. Louis. Since moving to St. Louis in 2008, Alison has
worked at Planned Parenthood of the St. Louis Region and Missouri Progressive Vote Coalition. Currently, she
sits on the board of Missouri Family Health Council and is a 2017 graduate of Rockwood Leadership
Institute’s Art of Leadership program. She is a 2017-2018 FOCUS St. Louis – Leadership St. Louis cohort, and a
2018 Rockwood Leadership Institute RHRJ fellow. In 2017, she was named one of the 50 Political Pros You
Need to Know by the Missouri Times. Pamela Merritt is Co-Founder/Co-Director of Reproaction, a directaction organization formed to increase access to abortion and to advance reproductive justice. She is a
reproductive justice activist dedicated to protecting and expanding access to the full spectrum of
reproductive healthcare. Pamela is a founding member of the Trust Black Women Partnership, and was a
2017 Reproductive Health, Rights, & Justice Fellow at the Rockwood Leadership Institute. She served as the
online manager for the Mississippians for Healthy Family campaign that successfully defeated an initiative for
a statewide personhood amendment in 2011. Her writing has been published in the Chicago Sun-Times,
Guardian, and Rolling Stone. Lisa Cagle leads special projects, writes grants for community partnership
projects, and conducts Public Policy Research through her role at Bi-State Development Research Institute,
with a focus on public transit, public health, and sustainable and equitable development. While using her
Fulbright Fellowship to study Sustainable Development at the University of Oslo in Norway, Lisa’s research
and firsthand experience demonstrated the value of quality transit in promoting equity in access to jobs,
education, healthcare, and other resources. This spurred an interest in transportation systems and
infrastructure as a mechanism for developing our cities and communities more sustainably and equitably,
and for understanding sustainability as intrinsically tied to social equity. Lisa has also worked in the City of St.
Louis Mayor’s Office under Sustainability Director Catherine Werner and as Program Director for Citizens for
Modern Transit (CMT). Michael Powers, having left St. Louis to expand his understanding of urban decline,
planning, poverty, and public policy, returned in 2010 as a Neighborhood Stabilization Officer assigned to the
Penrose and O'Fallon neighborhoods. His main tasks involved overseeing efficient delivery of city services,
tracking problem properties and assisting in community and neighborhood redevelopment efforts. Michael
served as Legislative Director under Lewis Reed, President of the Board of Aldermen, helped develop public
policy through community engagement, and launched special projects and initiatives on behalf of the
President. Michael’s list of service for St. Louis includes helping establish the social media platform NextDoor,
developing a “Spare Change” collection program to encourage donations of change at security check-points at
Lambert Airport in support of efforts to curb domestic violence and launch of a crowd-funded gun buyback
program known as “Gun by Gun.” Michael serves Habitat for Humanity St. Louis as its Real Estate
Development Manager.
Moderator: Kimberly McKinney, Chief Executive Officer of Habitat for Humanity Saint Louis, is responsible
for the overall operation of the St. Louis affiliate of Habitat for Humanity International. Kimberly’s primary
duties include board recruitment and development, strategic planning, community relations, advocacy and
building homes. Kimberly serves on the Board of Directors and the Executive Committee of Rise (formerly,
RHCDA), the Board and Executive Committee as Board President of The Community Builders Network of
Metro St. Louis, the Board of Innovative Technology Education Fund, and the Board of Nonprofit MO. She is a
past member of the US Council for Habitat for Humanity International and a current member of St. Louis
Women’s Forum and CREW.
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PLEASE VISIT OUR
EXHIBITORS
Bank on/Save up; Brightside
St. Louis; Creative Exchange
Lab/Center for Neighborhood
Affairs, Harris-Stowe State
University; Commerce Bank;
Enterprise Bank and Trust;
Great Rivers Greenway;
Midwest Bank Center; Moms
Demand Action/Be Smart;
Money Smart Month;
Recycling on the Go; RISE;
Shepard Field Group; SLACO;
St. Louis Community Credit
Union; St. Louis Equity Fund;
St. Louis Public Library; St.
Louis Association of
REALTORS; St. Louis Recycles;
The Metropolitan St. Louis
Sewer District; Trailnet;
Twenty-Second Judicial Circuit
Court-Juvenile Division;

SLACO BOARD OF
DIRECTORS AND
OFFICERS:

Board President: Sundy
Whiteside
Vice President: Maggie Lalor,
Secretary: Angela Drake
Treasurer: Loura Gilbert
Cluster 1: Lillie Clay, Open
Cluster 2: Linda Hennigh, Kristy
Unruh
Cluster 3: Sundy Whiteside, Open
Cluster 4: Open
Cluster 5: Maggie Lalor, Shontaia
Riley
Cluster 6: Mark Dowdy, Al Willis
Cluster 7: George Jones, Greg
Meyer
Metro East: Marie Franklin
At Large: Rick Bonasch, Angela
Drake, Loura Gilbert, Open

THANKS TO THE CONFERENCE PLANNING
COMMITTEE:
Mark Abbott, PhD, Harris-Stowe State University/Center for
Neighborhood Affairs; Tower Grove Heights Neighborhood Assn.;
Rick Bonasch, RISE; Tamar Brown, East-West Gateway Council of
Governments; Loura Gilbert, Commerce Bank; Linda Hennigh,
Benton Park West Neighborhood Assn.; George Jones, Jr., Clifton
Heights Neighborhood Assn.; Carole Johnson, Lewis
Place/Visitation; Jen Kubiszewski, Tower Grove East
Neighborhood Assn.; Maggie Lalor, Tower Grove East
Neighborhood Assn.; Gary Newcomer, UMSL-CBN; Craig Schmid,
Government Services Analyst, City of St. Louis Health Department;
Kristy Unruh, Benton Park Neighborhood Assn.; Theresa “Terry”
Van Schaik, West Pine/ Laclede Neighborhood Assn.; Sundy
Whiteside, Walnut Park East Neighborhood Assn. and Board
President, SLACO; Kelley Tribot, Consultant; Matt Schmidt,
Consultant; Kevin B. McKinney, Kimberly Roberson, SLACO; Keith
Fuller and the Staff at St. Louis Community College, Forest Park
Campus
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St. Louis Association of Community
Organizations
2019 Annual Regional Neighborhoods
Conference Sponsors

Platinum Sponsors

Silver Sponsors

Bronze Sponsors

Additional Sponsors
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