Read Mark 13:14-27

We hear this text from Jesus, 


describing the fall of Jerusalem.  

Everything tracks with what happens in 70 a.d. 


Up until verse 24.  

To our modern ears, 


it sounds like Jesus is suddenly describing his return to our ears.  

Our ears hear that, 


because we have a worldview of what his return should look like 



and there are some key words in this text that correlate with that.  

However, 


if we let history tell us the meaning, 


instead of our present context, 

we would hear these words of darkened sun and moon and stars falling 


as common wording for a momentous change in the political and religious world.  

Just as the fall of Jerusalem was.  


It changed the way the world existed for the Jew.  

The Son of Man that followed would point to the call to revolt.  

Knowing our proclivities to put this text into what we already believe, 

instead of what God is saying, 


it is with caution that we read Zechariah's words.

Read Zechariah 9:13-17

This sermon is a difficult one to preach clearly what the Lord told Zechariah, 


because I, 


you, 


and many of the commentators 



bring in our historical baggage 




of what God's redemption should look like.  

This passage 

and the one from Mark, 


can be used to support your world view 



depending on how you emphasize 




or translate a few different words or scenes.  



Which parallels you connect the words to 



and the conclusions you draw from the use of those particular parallels.

I come with conflicting Christian worldviews in my thinking.  


I have the influence of the great battle of Armageddon 



that filtered into my life through things such as the Left Behind Series, 




which I read a majority of in college.  



This great scene of God's mighty people gathering in faith 




and striking down Babylon in her fallenness 





resounded with my years watching G.I. Joe fighting Cobra






 until truth and freedom prevailed.  



But this battle would be the one time, 




when Cobra would not fly away saying, 





“Next time, 





I will get you next time.”  

This worldview conflicts 


with what I have found in my years of studying scripture as a pastor.  

It seems over and over again, 


I hear scripture proclaiming, 



“I have a different way.”  

Yes, 


there will be death and violence, 



but my people will be the recipients of it, 



not the agents for it.  

From Jesus on the cross, 


to walking around Jericho blowing trumpets, 


to letting God inflict the 10 plagues upon Egypt, 



God has consistently shown that man waging war against another 




is not necessarily God's way.  

The most striking example would be in Revelation, 


where the great battle of Armageddon is imagined from.  

It is there that we hear that, 


“Out of his mouth comes a sharp sword 



with which to strike down the nations.”  

The sword out of his mouth, 


the Lord's tongue strikes down the nations, 


his words alone do this.  

There is no need for missiles, bombs, or stealth fighters.  

There is no need for a just war theory.

So which view does Zechariah carry?  

Which view does God give Zechariah to proclaim to the people?  


It is unclear in the first few readings.  

We enter into the arena of this passage 


knowing that the King is a king of peace, 



riding on a donkey, 



getting rid of chariots and war-horses, 



unstringing bows.  

But verse 13 seems to change gears.  


Judah will act as a bow 


and Ephraim as an arrow.  


Zion will take on Greece 



and the pagan nations.  

But what will this look like?  


We are given a simile.  



“I will make you like a warrior's sword.”  

If we want to support man fighting against man, 


we can run with a call to physical battle.  

But the term “sword” makes me cautious of running too far in that direction, 


especially with the “like” before it.  

Remembering Israel's calling to be a light to the nations.  


They were to tell 


and demonstrate who God is to the world, 



so that the ends of the earth, 



even the outlying lands of Greece would know God.  

One way of doing this is, 


killing everyone who does not see the issue the same way.  

The other is using words, 


the beauty of truth and reason, 


and the power of the Holy Spirit 



to bring people to your viewpoint.  

Which way Zechariah wanted us to hear it is not quite clear yet.

So we move further on to verse 14.  


This is a full battle scene.  



Arrows flash like lightning, 



trumpets sounding, 



marching up a storm.  

But we must note that it is not man doing this, 


but the Lord.  

The Lord is acting in such a way to protect the sons of Zion.  


But the sons of Zion have been made like a warrior's sword?  

The only reason they would need the Lord's protection, 


is if the Lord had called them into a situation where they are vulnerable.  

If we are not vulnerable, 


we tend to believe we don't need God, 



am I right?  

Put us in a crisis, 


we are on our knees.  

Put us in stability, 


we tend to think we did this.  

But if the people of God were out before the nations, 


especially Greece, 



with nothing but God's word and love to share, 


they need God to provide the protection.

Verse 15 in the NIV leads us in a definite direction to start out with.  


They will destroy, 


and overcome with slingstones.  

This image stirs up memories of David and Goliath.  


The innocent and small David, 



hurling a small smooth stone 




into the pagan Goliath's head, 



uncovered by armor, 



trusting in God alone to be his shield.  


This reinforces our instinct to wage war with the nations on God's behalf.  

The Hebrew word the NIV translates as 'destroy' 


is a-kal, 


which means to devour.  

It is used as 'devour' 111 times, 

but also as 'eat' 604 times in the Old Testament.  


The only way to really know 



is to look at the context in which it is used.  

But the next line is also up in the air.  


“They will overcome with slingstones” sounds cut and dry.  

But the word translated as 'overcome' 


is “kabash,” 



which means to subdue, dominate, or tread down.  

Translators are left to decide, 


is this a picture of people using slingstones to take down their enemy 



like David did, 



like the NIV suggests, 


or is it a step further in David's story.  

Is it people walking on the slingstones underfoot, 


because not even the simplest of weapons of battle are needed 



because God is our King?  



God has done what is necessary to overcome?

The second stanza of verse 15 frames the overall scene better for us.  


“They will drink and roar as with wine; 


they will be full like a bowl used for sprinkling the corners of the altar.”  

These images of drinking and celebrating come from a victory celebration.  


Victory has come to the people, 



because of what the Lord, 



not what they have done.  
God is our Warrior King 

and our Messiah King,


has gone to battle with not just the Greeks, 



but with the principalities and powers, 



with sin and death.  


Jesus has overcome all.  

So we celebrate at the feast of the Lamb.  


We devour the food set before us, 


we leave even the sling stones on the ground 



and come to the feast under the protection of the lamb.  

Our bodies are filled with wine 

and we are laughing so heartily, 


that the neighbors are calling the cops 



with noise complaints due to our roar of laughter and joy. 

The victory celebration sees our cups overflowing with joy 


and the celebration of the event.

This reading fits better with our coming King 


who brings salvation and righteousness with him.  

It flows right into verses 16 and 17, 


when we let God be our source of salvation.  


When we trust in God's word to do the battles through us, 



the Kingdom that some envision for post Armageddon 




becomes a reality for right now.  

For Christ has come and dwelt among us.  


He has fought the enemy 



and has triumphed.  

On that day we call Easter, 


the Lord our God saved us.  

On this day of Pentecost, 


the Holy Spirit enabled us to be the flock of his people, 


to hear the good Shepherd's voice 



and respond to it.  

When we do, 


we know we sparkle in the land of Jesus, 



we are a light to the nations.  


We adorn his crown 



and allow all to see what God has done.

Zechariah saw what this looked like 


and was in awe of what life would look like.  



Grain would be abundant, 



wine would flow, 


the things that were signs of sufficient supply and feasting would flow.  

So what happened?  


Christ has come.  


Evil and death have been defeated.  


The Lord our God has saved us.  



Why are we not sparkling?  



Why do we struggle to act like jewels in the crown of our King?

I would suggest that it is because we are procrastinators.  


This beautiful situation that Zechariah has described 



should be the state of the world now, 



it is the state of the world now.  


We just have not responded.  

We like deadlines of impending doom 


before we do what we should have been doing all along.  

The nations lining up for battle against the people of God 


would motivate us to live for God.  

What about the nations already being under God's control?  


Is that enough to motivate us?  

Our warrior King has promised us that he is our shield.  


Our only task in the battle is to be warriors with swords.  



Which either means we all need to increase our hand to hand combat skills, 



or increase our knowledge and trust in God's word, 




so we can use the truth of God 





to share with the nations the true state of the world.

However you want to hear this call of the text, 


you have evidence that would support that hearing.  

Both hearings call for a reaction 


and a response from you.  

But I would encourage you to look closely at who Jesus is 


and what 


and how he did it.  

Consider if your context is influencing you more than scripture is.  


For we are a nation that was established via power 



and force of man.  


That is going to be our natural starting point.  



But just because it is our nations starting point, 




it does not necessarily mean it is our God's.  

Even a great and exciting nation 


can get off track 



if its' shepherds are not following the lead of the true and great shepherd. 

As we move into chapter 10, 


we will see what happened to the great nation of Israel 



as their shepherds led them astray.  

Even though they truly were God's people.

