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DANGEROUS GOODS SAFETY MANAGEMENT 

Fire and Security Consulting Services advises clients that The Dangerous Goods Safety 
Management Act and Regulation commenced in Queensland on the 7th of May 2002.  

The legislation will be enforced through the Department of Emergency Services with other agencies 
such as the Division of Workplace Health and Safety assisting with enforcement and administration. 
Occupiers of all workplaces are now required to be in compliance with this legislation. 

WHAT ARE YOUR OBLIGATIONS? 
Obligations have been placed on the Occupier of the workplace with requirements dependant on 
the classification of the site. There are four key site classifications based on the quantity of 
hazardous materials stored and/or handled: 

• Minor Storage Workplaces  

• Dangerous Goods Locations (DGL)  

• Large Dangerous Goods Locations (LDGL)  

• Major Hazard Facilities.  

The greater the quantity of hazardous materials stored at the site the greater the number of 
compliance requirements imposed. 

Note 1 – It is considered that “workplaces” also includes Class 2, 3, 4, 5, 6, 7a, 7b, 9a, 9b and 
9c buildings. 
WHAT SHOULD YOU DO? 
CLASSIFY YOUR SITE  
Occupiers of all premises must determine what legislative requirements they are to comply with by 
classifying their site. Reference should be made to schedule 1 and 2 of the regulations. You can 
find this detail at  

www.legislation.qld.gov.au/LEGISLTN/CURRENT/D/DanGoSaManR01_001.pdf  

NOTIFICATION OR LICENSING 
If your site is classified as a Major Hazard Facility or Large Dangerous Goods Location there is a 
requirement to notify the Department of Emergency Services. 

If you store flammable and/or combustible liquids and / or flammable gases above minor quantities 
as defined in Australian Standard AS1940 – 2004 -  The storage and handling of flammable 
and combustible liquids and / or AS1595 – 2002 The Storage and handling of LP Gas, 
(accessible at http://infostore.saiglobal.com/store/), you are required to be licensed with your 
relevant local government authority. 

HAZARD IDENTIFICATION AND RISK ASSESSMENT 
Hazards associated with the storage and handling of stated dangerous goods or combustible 
liquids must be identified and an assessment undertaken to determine whether control measures 
are adequate to minimise the risk. The complexity of the risk assessment process will depend on: 

Quantity of hazardous materials stored and/or handled;  

Types of materials stored and/or handled (i.e. hazardous nature);  

Complexity of the systems; and  

Location of the site, among other things.  

Risk assessment of minor stores should include at a minimum reference to the material safety data 
sheet for the substance taking into consideration the chemical properties. Risk assessment for 
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dangerous goods locations and major hazard facilities will require a more comprehensive approach 
taking into consideration recognised industry standards. 

RISK MINIMISATION 
Control measures to minimise risk should be based on the hierarchy of control measures. However, 
the legislation specifically defines some risk minimisation methods that should be considered. 
These include: 

Substitute hazardous materials with less hazardous ones;  

Reduce the quantity required to be stored and handled;  

Ensure protection of materials against impact;  

Provide information through material safety data sheets and other methods;  

Prevent interaction between incompatible materials;  

Provide spill control systems; and  

Provide personal protective equipment.  

PLACARDING 
If you are classified as a dangerous goods location or major hazard facility you must install a 
HAZCHEM outer warning placard at major entrances to your site. You may also be required to 
install an information placard depending on the quantity of goods stored and handled. 

The Dangerous Goods Safety Management Act and Regulation commenced in Queensland on 
the 7th of May 2002. The legislation was introduced to provide a more consolidated and 
comprehensive approach to the management of hazardous materials in order to protect people, 
property and the environment. The key focus of the legislation is to ensure a consistent approach to 
managing major hazard facilities and locations that store stated dangerous goods or combustible 
liquids. This will be undertaken by moving away from a prescriptive approach in favour of a 
performance based or risk management approach in line with National standards (NOHSC). The 
legislation will be enforced through a Lead Agency being the Department of Emergency Services 
with other agencies such as the Division of Workplace Health and Safety assisting with 
enforcement and administration. Occupiers of all workplaces are now required to be in 
compliance with this legislation.  

What Are Your Obligations?  
Obligations have been placed on the Occupier of the workplace with requirements dependant on 
the classification of the site. There are four key site classifications based on the quantity of 
hazardous materials stored and/or handled:  

1. Minor Storage in Workplaces (See Page 3 for guidance);  

2. Dangerous Goods Locations (DGL);  

3. Large Dangerous Goods Locations (LDGL); and  

4. Major Hazard Facilities.  

The greater the quantity of hazardous materials stored at the site the greater the number of  

compliance requirements imposed.  

What Should You Do?  

Classify Your Site  

Occupiers of all premises must determine what legislative requirements they are to comply  

with by classifying their site.  

Reference should be made to schedule 1 and 2 of the regulations.  
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Notification or Licensing  

If your site is classified as a Major Hazard Facility or Large Dangerous Goods Location there is a 
requirement to notify the Department of Emergency Services. If you store flammable and/or 
combustible liquids of flammable gases above minor quantities as defined in Australian Standards 
AS1940 and / or AS1596, you are required to be licensed with your relevant local government 
authority.  

Hazard Identification and Risk  

Assessment  
Hazards associated with the storage and handling of stated dangerous goods or combustible 
liquids must be identified and an assessment undertaken to determine whether control measures 
are adequate to minimise the risk. The complexity of the risk assessment process will depend on:  

• Quantity of hazardous materials stored and/or handled;  

• Types of materials stored and/or handled (i.e. hazardous nature);  

• Complexity of the systems; and  

• Location of the site, among other things.  

Risk assessment of minor stores should include at a minimum reference to the material safety data 
sheet for the substance taking into consideration the chemical properties. Risk assessment for 
dangerous goods locations and major hazard facilities will require a more comprehensive approach 
taking into consideration recognised industry standards.  

Risk Minimisation  

Control measures to minimise risk should be based on the hierarchy of control measures. However, 
the legislation specifically defines some risk minimisation methods that should be considered. 
These include:  

• Substitute hazardous materials with less hazardous ones;  

• Reduce the quantity required to be stored and handled;  

• Ensure protection of materials against impact;  

• Provide information through material safety data sheets and other methods;  

• Prevent interaction between incompatible materials;  

• Provide spill control systems; and  

• Provide personal protective equipment  

Placarding  

If you are classified as a dangerous goods location or major hazard facility you must install a 
HAZCHEM outer warning placard at major entrances to your site. You may also be required to 
install an information placard depending on the quantity of goods stored and handled.  
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MINOR STORAGE – COMBUSTIBLE AND FLAMMABLE LIQUIDS 

 
The majority of workplaces and buildings will have quantities falling into the “Minor Storage” 
category. The pages are an extract (Note 2) from Australian Standard AS1940 – 2004 and should 
provide adequate guidance for storage practices and limitations. If not, a complete copy of AS1940 
– 2004 should be referenced. 

MINOR STORAGE FLAMMABLE GASES 

 
The majority of workplaces and buildings will have quantities falling into the “Minor Storage” 
category. The pages are an extract (Note 3) from Australian Standard AS1596 – 2002 and should 
provide adequate guidance for storage practices and limitations. If not, a complete copy of AS1596 
– 2002 should be referenced. 

Note 1 – It is considered that “workplaces” also includes Class 2, 3, 4, 5, 6, 7a, 7b, 9a, 9b and 9c 
 buildings. 

 

Note 2 – This extract is ~4% of the complete document and is considered to be reproduced within
  the limits of the Copyright Act. 

 

Note 3 – This extract is ~2% of the complete document and is considered to be reproduced within
  the limits of the Copyright Act. 
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EXTRACT FROM AS1596 2002 PERTAINING TO MINOR STORAGE OF LP 
GAS. 

 

 
 



 



 


