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2018
FEBRUARY 4—SOUPer BOWL SUNDAY
Adult Study - 9:00 AM
Worship (Comm) & K-5TH grade Church School - 10:30 AM
Coffee Fellowship - 11:30 AM
Faith Development - 11:45 AM
Hospitality - 11:45 AM
Youth Group - 10:00 AM (SOUPer Bowl Sunday)
FEBRUARY 11
Adult Study - 9:00 AM
Worship & K-5th grade Church School - 10:30 AM
Coffee Fellowship & SOUP SUNDAY- 11:30 AM
W & M - 11:45 AM
Youth Group—5:00 PM (Talent Show Practice)
FEBRUARY 18
Adult Study - 9:00 AM
Worship & K-5th grade Church School - 10:30
Coffee Fellowship - 11:30 AM
Youth Group - 5:00 PM (Talent Show Prep)
FEBRUARY 25
Adult Study - 9:00 AM
Worship & K-5th grade Church School - 10:30 AM
Coffee Fellowship & SOUP SUNDAY 11:30 AM

+++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++

The Mission of First Presbyterian Church of Highland is to be
the HEART, HANDS, and FEET of Jesus Christ
+++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++

Session
Endowment Fund
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We welcomed Rev. Quincy Worthington, pastor of Westminster Presbyterian
Church in Munster, as our moderator of Session during this transitional
period.
Elder Jean Smith was re-elected as Clerk of Session and Elder Vince Catania
was re-elected as Treasurer for 2018.
Eason Engle, newly elected President of the Trustees, updated the Session on
projects to be completed. The replacement windows for the old sanctuary
have been ordered. This project was funded by a grant from the Endowment
Fund.
The Session thanked the Trustees for the installation of their new microphone
headsets, which greatly improved the sound.
Session voted to approve the grant from the Endowment Fund to provide
funds for the Hospitality Ministry this year. It is a new ministry that will be
welcoming visitors, overseeing Coffee Fellowship, and providing worship
hosts each week.
The Clerk’s Statistical Report for 2017 was approved.
Jean Smith and Carol Callaway are arranging for pastors each Sunday. Come
and experience our “Season of Great Preaching”. We encourage the
congregation to continue their faithful attendance and giving during this
transitional time.
Elder Vince Catania reported that work on the PNC is continuing.
The Session approved the budget for 2018 which will be received by the
congregation at the Annual Congregational Meeting on January 28th.
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Gifts given in the month of January to the Endowment Fund include:
In Memory of Don Davison and Martha Fish
These gifts were given by the following donors:
Michael & Sharon Marie Abinanti, Carol Callaway, Don & Beverly Graham,
Henry & Carol Hadidian, Richard & Anita Krizman, Bob & Laura Modrowski,
Jan Oprea, and Arletta Schaefer

TREASURER’S REPORT
For the Month of
December 31, 2017
Month of

Monthly

Year to

December

Budget

Date

Operating Revenue

$15,059.84

$12,805.00

$155,799.41

Operating Expenses

11,738.89

10,932.00

125,122.36

Excess (Deficit)

$3,320.95

$30,677.05
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Our first attempt at Winter Vacation Bible School was a lot of fun. Over 60 children participated with a staff
of adults and helpers that numbered about 40. Following the theme of Epiphany, children made crafts, listened
to stories and skits, enjoyed a fake snowball recreation, and were amazed by the science experience. Jean
Smith and Charlotte Abernethy helped participants make a wise man and a treasure chest. Peggy Fozkos and
Hilary Kikkert passed out daily refreshments. Barb Dye, Lois Fozkos and Nancy Engle were group
leaders. One of these seven adults played a fairy wearing a wig and a can-can skirt. Guess who? Ridge
Methodist has a wonderful facility and everyone received a warm welcome. What a wonderful way to
spend snowy winter days.
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The Ministry of Faith Development has their
Meditation Class every Wednesday morning at
10:00 am at First Presbyterian Church of
Highland. Whether you are a beginning
meditator or experienced—all are welcome.
Come join us and find inner peace!

SOUPer Bowl of Caring
The SOUPer Bowl of Caring was started by a Presbyterian Youth Group in Columbia, South
Carolina in 1990. Since then, over $100,000,000 (yes one hundred million dollars!) in cash
and food donations have been raised. All the items and cash are collected by local churches
and given by them to the Charity of their choice. The Youth will be collecting canned goods
and donations on FEBRUARY 4th. The Youth have decided to give all the donations to our
very own Food Pantry Ministry.
Help us use the Notoriety of the big football game to help those in need!
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IT’S SATURDAY NYTE LIVE TIME AGAIN!
Yes. Talent Show preparations have begun and many funny skits are
being rehearsed for your entertainment.
Dinner, entertainment and auction.
WE NEED YOUR HELP!! Please plan on attending
FEBURARY 24th AT 5 PM. We would also be grateful for your
generous donations. Gift bags, gift cards, sports tickets and memorabilia.
We are looking for baked goods and homemade items also.
Antiques and art are welcome as well.
Please help out our Youth in their service to God through Mission.

FEBRUARY

MARCH

*4

SOUPer Bowl Sunday - 10:00 AM

*3

Ronald McDonald House 1 to 8 PM

11

Talent Show Practice

11

Homeless Veterans Night

18

Talent Show Practice

*24

Talent Show
2:00 PM Set-up
5:00 PM Dinner
6:00 PM Talent Show

IMPORTANT DATES
JUNE 17th - Commissioning in Worship
JUNE 17th - 22nd Mission in Cincinnati
JUNE 24th - Mission Trip Report Worship Service
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“Use hospitality one to another without grudging. As every man hath received the gift, even so minister the
same one to another, as good stewards of the manifold grace of God.” 1 Peter 4:9 -10
MISSION: As ambassadors for First Presbyterian Church of Highland our mission is to reflect the love of
Christ to all who enter our doors, expressing excitement and enthusiasm for the opportunity to share our
church home and to welcome all visitors in such a way that they would be transformed from strangers into
friends.
The newly formed Ministry of Hospitality kicked off with its first meeting in November of 2017. 10 members
of the congregation have accepted the call to serve as Worship Hosts and greet incoming visitors as well as
members. Visitors will be urged to fill in the newly developed visitor information cards so that we can do follow-up contact. We also have made up visitor bags for 1st time guests. Remember it is all of our responsibility
to warmly welcome guests to our church with a smile and pleasant greeting.
We are in need of volunteers to sign-up for coffee fellowship past the month of February.

JANUARY SHELTER EVENT
On a very cold blustery night, we served 46 hungry souls that were very
grateful for a hearty, warm meal of Shepherd’s Pie, salad, rolls, hard boiled
eggs, milk and cupcakes for dessert. The cupcakes were baked by Barb
Dye and Lee Ann Cheesebrough. A huge thank you to them for their
help!!
The usual 3 musketeers cooked along with a newbie, Abby Meseberg. She
needed volunteer hours for school and National Honor Society.

Abby Meseberg

This is a great way to introduce the younger generation to community
service. She was a great help and enjoyed the experience.
The serving was done by John & Judy Toren, Abby Meseberg, and Cheryl
Steen. Hats off to John for joining us when we came up short one person!!
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The Ministry of Mission and the Salvation Army would like to extend their sincere appreciation to all 40
members and friends of the church who rang bells for the Salvation Army in 2017. Our ringers braved the
cold for 136 hours of ringing at the south entrance of Strack's in Highland. Although the Salvation Army
fell short of its goal this year, our individual approaches to ringing resulted in FPCH kettle collections of
approximately $4.00 per hour more than last year. Even though we rang 32 hours less than last year, our
efforts provided $5,748.37 to help those in need. With the exception of last year, in which we rang 168
hours, this was the highest amount collected by our ringers in the last 10 years. This was our 29th year of
ringing for the Army and you made it a success. Thank you for being the Heart, Hands and Feet of Christ in
this effort.
Ministry of Mission
Jill Elman and John Toren, Project Coordinators
THANK YOU
I want to thank Barbara Morton for the 3 boxes of groceries she
donated for the empty pantry.
Having given groceries away for the holiday season, it is now time to
fill the empty larder once again. Please buy an extra can or two and
put it in the shopping cart in the Narthex to help get us started.
We also had a donation collected from patrons at Les Brothers. A
huge shout out to them for their support.
A REMINDER
Also remember that we are still collecting Aluminum for our
neighbors at the Catholic Church. Pop cans, etc. can be left in
Fellowship Hall or the kitchen and I will take care of them.
Thank you for your continued support of these Mission projects.
Cheryl Steen
F.Y.I.
It has come to my attention that we are accumulating a lot of outside
recycling. The only thing that we are collecting, as far as recycling,
are the aluminum cans and they go in the stairway container by “Door
I.” The church DOES NOT have recycling pick-up, so some of the
people who work in the kitchen take the recycling home as needed.
Please do not add to our collection containers with your recycling.
Thank you, Cheryl Steen
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It’s that time again! Time to order your Easter flowers.
Daffodils, lilies, and tulips are $20.00 each and the deadline for ordering
is Monday, March 12th. You may also make a donation in lieu of
flowers. Donations will be deposited into the Endowment Fund.
All gifts will be listed in the bulletin and Larger View. Please fill the
order form below and drop it in with your Sunday offering or mail to the
church office at: 8727 Delaware Street, Highland, Indiana 46322.
Order forms are also available in the Narthex.

EASTER FLOWERS - ORDER FORM
(Please Print Clearly)

NAME:

_____________________________________________________________________________

ADDRESS:

_____________________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________

PHONE:

_____________________________________________________________________________
NUMBER

PRICE

TOTAL

DAFFODIL

_______

$20.00

$_________

LILY

_______

$20.00

$_________

TULIP

_______

$20.00

$_________

DONATION IN LIEU OF FLOWERS

$_________

TOTAL

$_________

IN HONOR OF:

_______________________________________________________________________

IN MEMORY OF:

_______________________________________________________________________

DEADLINE: 03/12/18

8727 DELAWARE STREET, HIGHLAND, IN 46322
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Your trustees are busy at work, the 2018 Trustees are:
Eason Engle, President and member of Nominating Committee
Tom Porter, Vice President
Debbie Catania, Secretary and representative to the Endowment Funds
Jerry Martinez, Josh Nelson, Jeff Savage and Winnie Owen
Feel free to contact a trustee or the church office for the status of any project, offer a suggestion or add a
project to the work list. In the coming months, we plan to update our job description, make organization
changes and make progress on several project. The following projects are under investigation or have
been completed.
Our meetings are scheduled for the first Friday of the month at 9:00 AM.
1. We realized we would save about $2,000 per year by changing insurance coverage and carrier.
2. To improve the sound during service, we introduced headset microphones in early January.
3. Replacement windows for the old sanctuary are ordered and will be scheduled for installation after
receipt.
4. Debbie and Dennis attended a Church Safety Awareness Program presented by the Highland Police
Department. We learned how to deal with an armed intruder and plan to review suggestions for
applicability to FPCH.
5. We have low water pressure at the old sanctuary due to a constricted pipe connecting to the town
main. In addition to the plumbing work, we’ll need to repair a section of sidewalk.
6. The front doors were sanded, stained and varnished. We plan to add kick plates to help protect the
lower door surface.
7. The sidewalks and back door stoop need to be replaced. This is a potential safety and appearance
issue. The Town removes old concrete and we’ll pay for the new walks. This is estimated to be about
$10,000. Bids will be sought.
8. If anyone has ever set up tables for events knows how heavy and difficult it is to handle the metal
tables. We plan to investigate replacing the tables with lighter weight resin tables.
9. Six of ten air conditioning units are operable. A previous study suggested it may take about $55,000 to
replace the units. The plan is to monitor and repair the viable units as required. We acknowledge loss of
air conditioning in time may affect the pipe organ. We’ve had a request for air to the kitchen area.
Unless a significant change happens, we’ll continue to make only mandatory repairs due to budget
constraints.
10. To improve our ability to control the sound system, we are considering relocating the control unit to
the sanctuary. The suggested plan is to remove the last two pews on the South Side, install ramp/flooring
for wheel chair convenience and add electric/cabinet for sound unit.
11. One of the decorative street lamps need to be repaired. Since lamp units are old, finding replacement
parts is difficult. We might change to LED type bulbs.
12. There are sections of the white plastic fencing on north side needing repairs.
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13. In the old sanctuary (west end), there is moisture thought to be coming through the foundation. We have
dehumidifiers in place but need to assess how best to resolve for long term.
14. We plan to install Linda’s bench in the garden this spring.
15. We are also dealing with regular maintenance events as they arise. Such as fans, light fixtures, toilet
repairs, door painting, etc.
16. The garden shed needs to be leveled, floor renewed, doors replaced, siding repaired and building stained.
17. We plan to add retaining bricks at the front entrance to prevent erosion.
Everyone understands 2018 will be busy and we’ll need to be creative as to how best to fund the projects. The
Session has asked us to prioritize projects, especially the ones that fall outside the regular budget.
Provided funds are available. Our goal is to accomplish as many projects as practical. We welcome voluntary
donations. Simply send contributions identifying the particular project and we will set up a restricted account
to allow contributions to accumulate for each project.
As we develop more information about projects or as projects are added, we’ll update the status report.
Respectfully, Eason

The next meal will be Saturday, February 24th from 12 to 1 PM

The next meeting will be on Tuesday,
February 20th at 2:00 PM to discuss the
book “Don’t Let Go” by Harlan Coben.

Volume 11 Issue 2

As your Coffee Man for 17 years at Coffee
Fellowship, I want to thank all you folks that
attended, contributed your time and goodies for
all of us to enjoy each Sunday. Peter & Gale
Churitch will now be checking the chart each
week, so please sign up today. The chart is new
for 2018, so there are lots of open Sundays.
Serving my Church Family for all these years
has been my pleasure.
Thanks,
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Nancy Davidson
1443 Beacon Street, Apt. 709
Brookline, MA 02446

LeaAnn Kerber
(219) 241-1898

Jeff Savage

George Griner

(219) 318-8892

Jake & Samantha Toren
16256 Lakewood Street
Lowell, IN 46356

FREE-WILL DONATION SOUP SALES
February 11th and 25th following worship
in Fellowship Hall and
THANKS to Anettia Holmes, Lois Fozkos,
Cheryl Steen and Jean Smith who MADE
SOUP on January 7th AND Charlotte
Abernethy, Jill Elman, Jean Smith and
Cheryl Steen who MADE SOUP on
January 28th.

BIRTHDAYS
5

Jay Smith

8

Don Zuke

9

Ted Speroff

10

Phyllis Auld

11

Brian Scott

16

Tracy Oprea

17

Kelsey Helmer
Marilyn Metzger

OUR MAILING ADDRESS:
FIRST PRESBYTERIAN
CHURCH OF HIGHLAND
8727 DELAWARE STREET
HIGHLAND, INDIANA 46322

Jessica & Melissa Rosa
20

Philip Parker

29

Janet Terpstra
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Prayers of Christian Sympathy to:
•

To the family of Martha Fish on her death January 6th

•

To the family of Alice Massa on her death January 17th

•

To the family of Clare Stinar on his death January 20th

The Prayer Circle meets every Monday. The meeting time has changed to 8:30 AM. We
pray for the people on this list, and for all other concerns named at that time. Please join us
whenever possible, and include the persons listed here in your daily devotional time.
Thank you.

Anthony - Suzanne Gruoner’s son
Alaina (Callaway)
Marge Ashton
Bapst Family (Callaway)
Danny Bouchee
Sonny Buono
Mary Ann (Perryman)
Vicky Callaway
Art Calvin
Ina Chappell
I Sun Chong (Oprea)
Marian Clayton (Morton)
Jim & Ede Corten
Steven Cox (Davidson)
Ruth Dekker
Arlene Diekman
Laurie (Lounsbury)
Daniel Litwicki (Debbie Catania)
Murray Faris
Marlys Furnas
Mary Howe
David Jones (Oprea)
Kevin Johnson (Savage)
Linda Mann
Wanda Cullen (Holmes)
Barb Morton
Rick Parker

Calvin Scott
Cal Sleeman
Larry Small (Mann)
Bonita Sutton (Nolen)
Shannon Churitch Sutton
Steve & Melinda
Dennis VanKooten
Cindy Waltz
Norma Wilson

In order to keep the prayer list
current, we need your input. If
there are people you would like
to have added or if there is
someone who can be taken off
the list, please call the Church
Office (838-6850).
++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++

Due to federal regulations about
privacy, we are no longer called
by hospitals about patient
admissions. Even if they ask you
for your church affiliation when
checking in, they do not call. If
you or your loved one would like a
visit while hospitalized, or would
like a home visit, please call the
church office at 219-838-6850.
Thank you!

•

We pray for those undergoing
treatment for cancer, the mentally ill
and their families, those recuperating,
those undergoing treatments and
those waiting for transplants.

•

We pray for our country.

•

We pray for our firemen and police
who help keep us safe at home.

•

We pray for our service men and
women.

•

We pray for the unemployed, the
under employed and the homeless.

•

We pray for those who are traveling.

•

We pray for those we hold silently in
our hearts.

•

We pray for all children in the world.

•

We pray for the work of the Holy
Spirit within the life of FPCH and
within each of us, that we may indeed
be and make disciples in each new
day.
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USHER SCHEDULE

SUNDAY SCHOOL
TEACHERS

FEBRUARY 4
Rodney & Peggy Fozkos
Jan Oprea
FEBRUARY 11
Kikkert Family
FEBRUARY 18
Nancy O’Donnell
John & Judy Toren
FEBRUARY 25
Carolyn Ham
Jamie Ham
Savannah Ham

LITURGISTS

FEBRUARY 18
Jean Smith

FEBRUARY 11
Bonnie Perryman

FEBRUARY 25
Kelly LaFlech/Rena Martinez

FEBRUARY 18
Tracy Oprea
FEBRUARY 25
Peter Churitch

COFFEE FELLOWSHIP

FEBRUARY 4 - 25
OPEN

FEBRUARY 4
Sharon LaFlech

Call the Church Office
(838-6850)

FEBRUARY 11
Sharon LaFlech/Jennifer Martinez

FEBRUARY 4
Jean Smith

FLOWERS

RIDES TO HERITAGE
WORSHIP

FEBRUARY 4
Tracy Oprea/Thor Severson

HOSPITALITY
February 4:
February 11:
February 18:
February 25:

FEBRUARY 11
Peter & Gale Churitch
FEBRUARY 18
Anettia Holmes
FEBRUARY 25
Gladys’ Table

FIRST PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH OF
HIGHLAND

Arletta Schaefer
Barb Dye
Cheryl Steen
Jamie Ham

COMMUNION - February 4:
Charlotte Abernethy
George Griner
Cheryl Steen
John & Judy Toren

Worship
Sunday at 10:30 a.m.

Mailing address: 8727 Delaware Street
Highland, Indiana 46322
Phone: (219) 838-6850
Fax: (219) 838-0827
E-mail: fpch@fpchighland.org

We’re on the Web!
www.fpchighland.org

