Catching Rogue Thoughts

2 Corinthians 10:3-5 ESV  For though we walk in the flesh, we are not waging war according to the flesh.  (4)  For the weapons of our warfare are not of the flesh but have divine power to destroy strongholds.  (5)  We destroy arguments and every lofty opinion raised against the knowledge of God, and take every thought captive to obey Christ,

We have been looking at the power of thoughts this week.  While they are seeds that can cause great damage, you are not powerless to stop them.  On the contrary, you have what it takes to stop them in their tracks.

The best way to stop them is to deal with them immediately.  These thoughts show up boasting all kinds of negative things about you.  They start to go into arguments why God and His word will not help you.  What they try to keep you from realizing is that you, as a born again Christian, have authority over them.  You can silence them immediately with but a word of faith from your mouth.  I remember one the first times that I did this.  Demonically inspired thought were tormenting me until I opened my mouth.  It almost shocked me how drastically things changed in my life.  Yes, it would take persistence to walk this out.  However, the effects began immediately.  Catch these rogue thought immediately.

For whatever reason, there are times when these thoughts have not been caught in the beginning.  They have grown and developed into strongholds.  Because they have been given time to work, they are much than just a seed.  Now they influence and even dominate what a person thinks and does so much so that they have difficulty trusting and following the LORD.  It becomes a fortress wall to them.  You are able to go in with your authority and knock down those walls.  Yes, it starts with any such strongholds in your life.  Then, you go on to help others in your life to be set free.  Say goodbye to strongholds!

[bookmark: _GoBack]The most important part of this process is consistency.  These kinds of thoughts will try to come back as long as we live in this age.  That is why this passage tells you to take thoughts captive.  Challenge them against the Word so that it will be clear that they are false and have no basis to remain.  When these thoughts are exposed in this way, they are in effect bound and rendered almost incapable of operating.  Do not give them the chance that they are looking for to come back later.  Hit them so hard with the truth that they are unable to do so.

Let’s show these rogue thoughts who is boss.  It is not them!  They will be stopped and we will go forward.  Who is with me?
