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We listened and we learned…

Chris Koop

Executive Director

I have never walked in the shoes of many of our
neighbors who visit HFS each day. I have never gone
without a meal and I have never wondered where I was
going to sleep tonight. I have never been faced with
such a serious financial issue that I could not pay my
mortgage or put gas in my car.

At HFS, every story is different and we are committed to
walking alongside someone in their time of despair or challenge. But
walking alongside is much different than walking in their shoes. Many
times, our intentions are good, but we miss the mark as we have never
walked in those shoes.
This past summer over 60 individuals who visited HFS declared themselves
as homeless or without a permanent address. We know that number is
larger, as many people do not tell us they are homeless. In September, HFS
hosted a listening session for our neighbors who are living on the street,
couch hopping, living in their vehicles, or living in a tent or at a campsite.
Our eyes were opened to the realities of being homeless as we listened to
their challenges. Although a tent seems like a logical solution, it isn’t easy
to transport and move from place to place; a tarp is more portable and
lightweight. Tinfoil is a great alternative to pots and pans, due to portability
and versatility for cooking, cleanliness and storage solutions. Sunscreen,
Chap-Stick, bug spray and first aid items can really ward off a more serious
medical situation. We listened and we learned, and now we can provide
better solutions.
As we move forward, we know how important it is to bring our neighbors to
the table so we can truly serve their needs. Stay tuned as we listen and
learn from those who have “walked in the shoes” and together we can build
stronger families and a stronger community.
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Serving the Hastings area communities within the boundaries of Independent School District 200.
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Supporting the Cause
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Give to the Max Day—November 17th
Join HFS for the largest online giving day of the year!
All online donations will be MATCHED by generous HFS donors up to $10,000!
Your donation could also help HFS win prize grants of $1,000—$10,000 throughout the day!

Please consider an online donation to HFS during Give to the Max Day!
Visit www.hastingsfamilyservice.org on November 17th or you can go to GiveMN.org and
SCHEDULE your Give to the Max day gifts starting November 1st!
Stay tuned on Facebook for fun updates throughout the day!

Connect with HFS to get daily updates, news, and more!

Join HFS at various family fun events during the holidays
that benefit Project Share at Hastings Family Service.
November 28-Dec 7: Swipe Out Hunger is a Merchants Bank initiative to support local food shelves. HFS will
receive a donation based on the number of votes cast for HFS on the Merchants Bank Facebook page. With
your help, HFS placed 2nd last year and received $2,388. Please vote for HFS during Swipe Out Hunger!

November 24: Gobble Gait race or walk on Thanksgiving morning. During this season of gratitude,
make it your tradition to join us for this amazing event supporting Hastings Family Service! To register,
visit www.gobblegait.com. Put on your best Gobble Gear and join us for some fun!
Anyone can be a sponsor—contact Mary Fasbender at 651-437-1070 or Gobblegait@gmail.com.
December 1-10: Merchants Bank’s 10 Days of Giving. A 10-day donation drive for HFS,
collecting food and monetary gifts. This includes the Hastings Middle School and High
School coin drives. All gifts and food totals are presented at the Holiday Train event.
December 6: King’s Place Toy Drive
Donate a toy and receive a free hamburger meal! 11:00 am to close.
December 8: Holiday Train & Jamboree —Get on board to fight hunger and join HFS for the Holiday
Train Jamboree at 6:30 pm at Christ’s Family Church. Games, snacks, holiday activities, a coloring
contest, pictures with Santa and more! After the Jamboree, attendees will cross the railroad tracks to
enjoy the Holiday Train’s arrival and free holiday concert at approximately 8:30 pm. Food and monetary
donations for HFS will be collected at both events and are greatly appreciated! All are welcome!
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Project Share: community supporting commu nit

With your help, Hastings Family Service was able to serve 423 families dur
this year by volunteering, adopting a family in need, hosting a gi
Project Share… Sharing Holiday Joy with All!
Project Share, the holiday assistance program at Hastings Family Service, has been a community
tradition since the organization was founded 46 years ago. Project Share is needed more than ever
with holiday assistance at HFS serving over 1,200 individuals from over 400 families each year.
Each year, as I gather around the table with my family during Christmas
dinner, I am overjoyed by the thought that so many other families are able
to do the same thing because of Project Share. My heart sings when I see
the delight on my girls’ faces when opening their special gifts and
Amy Sutton
when I receive their hugs of joy. I’m grateful that many other families
Resource Development Director
are experiencing those same unforgettable family moments because
of Project Share.
The holidays should be a time of joy, but often, it can be a very stressful time for families who
are struggling to make ends meet. We don’t always know the stories behind the families that come to HFS during the
holidays, but you can be assured when you participate in Project Share in whatever way is possible for you, you are
making a significant difference. I am inspired every day by the generosity of this community. Thank you for sharing
holiday joy with your neighbors!
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Project Share Registration
Need help with gifts and food for this holiday season?
In-person appointments to register are available for the following dates:

October 31st– December 9th for families with minor children only.

December 14th-21st - adults only households and families with minor children who
missed the Adopt-a-Family deadline can select gifts from our on-site selection by
appointment only. Call 651-437-7134 to set up an appointment.
Families are strongly encouraged to register early.
Go to www.hastingsfamilyservice.org for more information.
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Gifts that Keep on Giving: Two Ways to Make a Lasting Impact




Take your place at The Family Table, our monthly giving program at HFS. The need never goes away, so a
recurring monthly donation provides help and hope all year long. There are several easy ways to set it up; please
go to www.hastingsfamilyservice.org and click on The Family Table to learn more!
Leave a legacy gift to HFS in your will or trust, or include HFS as a beneficiary on your IRA or life insurance policy.
To make a difference that will last well into the future, contact Amy at amysutton@hastingsfamilyservice.org.

Min

mu nity to share help & hope for the holidays!
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ies during the holidays last year. Please consider helping with the holidays
fu
ting a gift tree, attending events or donating gifts, food, or funds.
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ADOPT-A-FAMILY
Get together with your family, friends, co-workers, and
groups to make a family’s season a little brighter.

Visit www.hastingsfamilyservice.org
beginning NOVEMBER 16th to Adopt-a-Family.

HOLIDAY MEAL
Join the “turkey team” by
donating $30 to cover the cost
of a holiday meal package.

Family names are kept anonymous, but you will be able to see
the number of people in the family and the age and gender of
each child. Each family will also have an estimated cost for gifts
listed. Families will be added to the list as they sign up, so if
there isn’t one available on the site right away, check back later.
If you do not have online access, or have other Adopt-a-Family
inquiries, please call Ali at 651-437-7134.

VOLUNTEER
Register families, pack food, or distribute gifts for Project Share.
Spots available November 14th– December 21st. To sign up or
for more information, contact Maggie at 651-437-7134 or email
maggiecichosz@hastingsfamilyservice.org.

MOST NEEDED ITEMS
Food

Gifts

Hastings Raiders Gear
Headphones
Jell-O (Red or Orange)
Cooking & Bakeware
Kernel Corn
Movie
Theater Gift Cards
Turkey Gravy (Package or Jar)
Coffee & Coffee Makers
Stuffing
Crockpots
Canned Mixed Fruit in Lite Syrup
(Fruit Cocktail)
Small Blenders &
Canned Green Beans
Smoothie Makers
Canned Cranberries
Men’s Electric Razors
Black Olives (Pitted)
Everyday Dish Sets
Mini Marshmallows, 10oz Bag
Tool sets
Sugar Cookie Mix
iPod Docking Stations
Pickles
Toasters
Turkeys

For complete lists visit www.hastingsfamilyservice.org

GIFT TREES
Host a gift tree at your business or
church, or purchase a gift from a gift tree.
For a list of gift tree hosts visit
www.hastingsfamilyservice.org.

CAN YOU HELP?
If you can help with any of these or have
an idea of your own that would benefit
Project Share at HFS, contact
Ali at 651-437-7134 or email
alifairbanks@hastingsfamilyservice.org.

Program Spotlights
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Volunteer Central
Welcome New Volunteers!
Dottie Chamberlain—Meals on Wheels

Marty McNunn—Just Friends

Harvey Sandahl—Meals on Wheels

David Fox—Food Shelf sort/pick up

Clayton Olson—Donation Center

Steve Strauss—Meals on Wheels

Volunteer Feature- Karen Spicer
Karen began volunteering for HFS as a way to help others and give back to the
community where she grew up. Since retiring a few years ago, you can find her
at HFS during the holidays organizing the on-site “North Pole” during Project
Share. Karen knows she is making a difference working with Project Share
saying “...the joy, the smiles, the thanks and the hugs that I receive says it all.”
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Karen says volunteering at HFS offered her a chance to not only give back, but
to meet new people and have some new experiences. “Volunteering is a two
way street; the organization and the volunteer benefit.” She is impressed with
the number of programs facilitated at HFS and likes that HFS goes above and
beyond to make sure each person entering feels safe, welcomed, and that they
have someone who cares about them.
HFS is lucky to have a volunteer like Karen who shares her time and talents
with us when she isn’t enjoying family time at their cabin or involved with her
six grandchildren’s activities or sporting events.

School Supplies and Smiles!
With your help, Hastings Family Service provided 318 students from 161 families new
backpacks with everything needed to kick off a successful school year. The kids left with
their supplies, ice cream cones and lots of smiles!
One dad expressed gratitude saying, “I was laid off and haven’t been able to find a job that
pays all of our bills. It is hard to accept help, but we want the kids to do well in school.
Our middle schooler was worried what the other kids would think if she didn’t have any
supplies.” Fortunately, she headed to school with the same supplies as her friends, with
confidence and the ability to look forward to a great school year ahead.

Thanks to all of the donors, businesses, organizations, volunteers and community
partners who help HFS serve the children in School District 200!

THANK YOU VOLUNTEERS!

A gathering to celebrate the
impact of our volunteers was
hosted by Alexis Bailly
Vineyard in October. The
programs and services at HFS
are possible because of the
volunteers who generously give
their time and talent!
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Donors Make the Difference
Thank you to Megan, Victoria,
and Megan for delivering $800
and 600 lbs of food! Your senior
leadership made the 7th annual
powderpuff football game a big
success. Thanks to all who
participated in and supported
this event! Since its inception,
the annual powderpuff game has
provided the Market at HFS with
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The young people in
our community show
us each day you can
make a difference no
matter your age!

3,213 lbs of food and $7,398 !

THANK YOU to the
National Honor
Society students
for collecting 6,535
lbs of food for HFS
on Halloween!
The holidays will
be brighter for
many thanks to
your efforts!

THANK YOU
to the
HHS Girls Soccer
team for
collecting 225 lbs
of food and $30
during their
final games of
the season!

Thanks to these Girl Scouts for helping the
Meals on Wheels staff at HFS with an evening
of blanket tying to help provide gifts to HFS
clients during this holiday season! This project
was made possible by a Thrivent Action team
grant. Thank you Thrivent!
Thanks to rezKIDS at Resurrection United
Methodist Church for collecting 88 coats
for Hastings Family Service to keep people
warm this winter!

Harvest Campaign Wrap-Up
9,196 pounds of produce!

Thank you to the gardens, orchards, farmers, gardeners, and local groups that
harvested 9,196 pounds of produce for Hastings Family Service from
August 1—September 30th. This was double what was donated last season and
produce continued to come in throughout October. Area families were excited
and grateful to receive such bounty.
Fruits and vegetables are healthy food items requested often by families visiting
the Market. Because of your support, delicious fresh produce was available
throughout the fall for families who visited the Market! Thank you!

hastingsfamilyservice.org | 651-437-7134
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Donate $30 to cover
the cost of a holiday meal
and spread help & hope
this holiday season!
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Gobble Gait

Thanksgiving morning—November 24, 2016
Register at www.gobblegait.com

nd

Get your Gobble On and have some fun!

Tuesday, Nov 22 :
Last day of standard registration - $35 8K (includes shirt) / $10 2K / $30 Family 2K
Pre-Race Packet Pick-up—The Running Room (12:00 p.m.—8:00 p.m.)
Wednesday, Nov 23rd:
Pre-Race Packet Pick-up—The Running Room (10:00 a.m.—3:00 p.m.)
Pre-Race Packet Pick-up Party—The Onion Grille (4:00 p.m.—9:00 p.m.)
Race day Registration begins - $40 8K (includes shirt) / $10 2K / $30 Family 2K
Thursday, Nov 24th:
Race Day Registration—2nd & Ramsey (tent opens 7am) 8K begins 8:30am/2k immediately following
Gobble Gait has become a tradition for many families. Raising a million dollars since its inception, Gobble
Gait has made an amazing difference in the area communities, helping Hastings Family Service reach out to
our neighbors in need. Thanks to all who help organize, support and participate in this great tradition!

