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PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE

Happy 2016!

FEBRUARY BIRTHDAYS
Nancy Zitkus—Feb. 9th
Cindy Cartner—Feb. 16th

It’s the time of year when we get out the seed catalogs and start dreaming of our 2016 gardens, resolving to do a better job with the weeds and not
buy – and consequently plant – too many things
too close together, right?
Reading through a recent email from Garden Clubs
of Illinois, though, I think I have a new resolution
that was always in the back of my mind but never
took root. Kay MacNeil, Milkweed For Monarchs
Chairman, let us know that the Early Spring 2016
Country Gardens magazine features Garden Clubs
of Illinois’ efforts to do something about the seriously dwindling monarch butterfly population.
As a reader of the magazine, I was intrigued and
linked to the article. It features the Save Our Monarchs project started by Minnesota resident Ward
Johnson and his wife, Ann. A startling statistic
jumped out – the monarch population has dropped
by more than 90 percent in 20 years. Then I read
about the GCI project led by Kay, who was dubbed a
“monarch evangelist” by Ward.

Lynn Zienty—Feb. 16th
Alise Gaughan—Feb. 27th
Nancy Bilsborrow—Feb. 28th

FEBRUARY PROGRAM
Ornamental grasses: Learn about native and non-native types that would
be best for your garden. Presentation
by Deborah Finch-Murphy from U of
I Extension.
HOSPITALITY & RAFFLE
Lynn Z. is hosting along with Mary S.,
Barb G, and Karen C. (for Alise)

CALENDAR
Feb. 1st—General Meeting, 7pm
United Methodist Church Hall
Feb. 22nd—Board Meeting

Continued on next page….
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Milkweed for Monarchs encourages gardeners to plant more milkweed, which most people know is what the caterpillars eat. To make a long story short, Kay linked up with
Ward to get swamp milkweed seed packets, which are available to garden clubs at a
much reduced cost and also will be handed out by Ward at the GCI Convention in Naperville in April.
It sounds so easy, and the best part is, even if you aren’t able to plant milkweed yourself,
there are many other ways you can help make a difference and have fun doing it. Save
Our Monarchs “provides resources and information to become an evangelist in your area, start school programs and fund-raisers, or host a butterfly event,” according to the
article about Kay titled “Get Involved,” on page.
Kay reported earlier this month that she still has seed at the old price of 100 packets for
$25 plus $7 shipping. Her address is 689 Golf Club Lane, Frankfort, IL 60423. You can
email her at kaymac60423@yahoo.com.
Finally, if you didn’t get AGC Secretary Mary Lou’s Sept. 1, 2015 email with several attachments all about Kay’s project, let me know, and I’ll resend it to you, and/or print the documents. It’s chocked full of great information to help every one of us get started on this
great resolution.
Garden on,
Jayna

HORT REPORT
I don't know about anybody else, but I am hard pressed to come up with gardening thoughts
when it is 3 degrees outside. I will just mention a few things that are on the agenda for this spring.
Our first duties for the new year will be cutting down the ornamental grasses that were left standing for winter interest. That will happen around the end of March when it warms up a little.
We also have some hostas that we are going to move out of the Mini Park and pot for the plant
sale.
I am looking forward to another fun and productive
year in our Village Gardens and hope you are too.
Thank you all for your help.
Karen Coulter
Hort Chair
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Antioch Garden Club
General Meeting Minutes
12/7/2015

WELCOME: J ayna Legg, Pr esident

CALL TO ORDER: 7 PM

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE AND GARDEN CLUB PLEDGE
SPEAKER OF THE MONTH: Master gardeners from Floral Acres made two Christmas displays and donated them for raffle.
BUSINESS MEETING:

SECRETARY’S REPORT: The secr etar y’s report for the November 2, 2015 general meeting was published in The Garden Dirt. No additions or changes, and minutes were accepted and filed.
TREASURER’S REPORT: The tr easur er ’s report as of November 15th was published in The Garden Dirt.
No additions or changes, and report was accepted and filed.
CORRESPONDENCE: Mar y Lou Balazs shar ed thank you notes fr om Annette Lubkeman, Kathy
Cirone, and Karen Kuzmicki, past presidents. We also received a $30 donation from Lori Christ, daughter of
Dave & Joyce Beutler. A copy of Lawyer Nursery, Inc. newspaper is available for review.
COMMITTEE REPORTS:
PROGRAMS: February program will be on ornamental grasses. Next Nov, 2016, Floral Acres
agreed to conduct a bow making presentation.
MEMBERSHIP: Dee Obrochta reported 20 members in attendance.
PUBLICTY: Cynthia Stepanek – No report.
Website - Chong Li – See website for updates.
Newsletter –Alise will try to get February newsletter completed. Please send all updates to her by January
17, 2016. Thanks to Cheryl Hoke for distributing newsletter around town.
Facebook – Jayna Legg agreed to administer at this time.
HOSPITALITY: December hostesses are Nancy Zitkus, Nancy Neckermann, Betty Collins and
Linda Cerwin. February hostesses are Lynn Zienty, Mary Spliedt Dietze and Barb Gollwitzer. Karen
Coulter volunteered to replace Alise Gaughan.
SPECIAL PROJECTS: Wreath decorating committee. Julie Tsuchina thanked those who came
out in our first snow storm to decorate, deliver and hang wreaths.
PHILANTHROPY: J oanne Dugenske – Remember to save commerative stamps, but not the common or
ordinary ones.
SCHOLARSHIP-EDUCATION GRANT: J ulie Skr ypnyk r epor ted her committee r evised for ms and
the website has been updated. The $600 scholarship is open to any person studying horticulture related
fields, who resides in Antioch Township or neighboring communities and is a student at a 2 or 4 year college
or university. Julie thanked Barb Gollwitzer, Judy Miscichowski and Joanne Dugenske for their help.
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MEMBER NEWS:
HISTORIAN: J oyce Kufalk – Please send pictures from any activities to her.
CONSERVATION HORTICULTURE: Kar en Coulter – Our committee just finished putting up Christmas decorations in mini-park and a wreath at the Blue Star Memorial for the holidays.
WAYS AND MEANS: No r epor t
NOMINATING: J udy Miscichowski - No report. Jayna reminded members that we are still in need of temporary
secretary for Jan, Feb and March 2016.
TRAVEL AGENT: Cher yl Hoke asked member s to mar k your calendar s 2/27/16 to visit Hauser mann Or char d
on Addison Rd., in Villa Park. There will be a tour of greenhouse and workshops. Admission is free and parking is
free.
ANNOUNCEMENTS: – Judy received a card from Gateway re Wintergreen Conference Jan. 29, 2016. Annette
Lubkeman reported that there will be a Mrs. Dickens presentation at the Meeting House on Saturday, 12/12 at 2 PM.
Cindy Cartner told members that Dave Buetler was released from hospital today.
DISTRICT IX - Nothing to report.
GARDEN CLUBS OF IL – Nothing to report.
NATIONAL GARDEN CLUB – Nothing to report.
NEW BUSINESS: Jayna Legg asked if anyone has gone to school so we can record it for Club Achievement
Award. Let Jayna know if you participated in gardening events.
OLD BUSINESS: Carolyn Yoakem has standing lunch outings at noon on the 2nd Wednesday and 4th Friday
of the month, except during holiday weeks. The next AGC lunch is Wednesday, December 9, location to be
determined. RSVP to Carolyn at 847-395-5750 to confirm your attendance.
QUESTION BOX: How do you cut back or fix Afr ican violet that is leaning over pot and gr owing too high?
Turn them regularly, and they may need to be divided.
NEXT MEETING: Monday Febr uar y 1, 2016 at 7 PM.
Meeting adjourned at 8:45 PM.
Respectfully submitted by,
Mary Lou Balazs, Secretary

COME ALONG WITH US TO….
HAUSERMANN’S ANNUAL OPEN HOUSE !
Your Garden Club has an outing planned for Saturday, February 27 to a tropical wonderland of
beautiful orchids. Magnificent Cattleyas, beautiful Phalaenopsis, Cymbidiums & many other
varieties of orchids will be displayed throughout the greenhouse. Break the winter doldrums
and take advantage of enjoying the blooming flowers.
We will meet in the Methodist Church parking lot at 9:00 am and carpool to Villa Park, IL.
There is no fee for parking or entrance to this open house. Bring along some money as we will
be finding a nice place to stop for lunch and will plan to return around 4:00 pm. There will be a
sign-up sheet at the Feb. mtg. or you can call Cheryl Hoke at 847/714-2090 or Linda Fox at 847254-9091 for more information. March 5 will be our back-up date in case of bad weather.
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Wreaths
Even though we had a snow storm, we got all the wreaths decorated and hung
up. Thank you to all that showed up to decorate and hang up the wreaths. Dunkin
do-nuts donated coffee and donuts.
Thanks, Julie
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Be A Bee Champion
One in every 3 bites of our food has been made possible by bee pollination. 85% of flowering plants and trees depend on these busy pollinators for production. Since 2006 the
honey bee population has dropped by more than 30%!

Why? It’s due to pesticides, parasites, and lack of flowers, thus causing poor bee nutrition.
We, as gardeners, need to assist in bringing back this important resource by:







Reducing our lawn size
Expanding natural areas in our yards
Planting flowering plants, trees, and shrubs
Leaving some dead wood and stumps to decay. 30% of bees nest in tunnels burrowed
into these crevasses
Erecting a “bee hotel”, providing shelter in tubes to raise the next generation. Place
these on a sunny, southeast exposure free of shade. They like warm mornings before
venturing out to gather pollen.

Here are a few plants listed to entice bees to your yard:









Bee Balm (Monarda), in a variety of reds, pinks, and fuchsia colors. 2’ tall
Joe Pye Weed (Eupatorium), desiring moist soil. pink 3-6’tall
Blazing Star (Liatris), purple or white. 3’tall
Blake-eyed Susan (Rudebeckia), long-flowering yellow sunflower-like. 2’tall
Phlox, pink, fuchsia, or white, a mid-summer bloomer. 2-3’tall
Sunflower, yellow to orange. varies in height.
Coneflower (Echinacea), the most nectar is in the native pink. 2-3’tall
Aster, late fall-flowering purple with yellow center. 3’tall

These plants also attract humming birds and butterflies as well as bees.

Most of these perennials will be available at our Club’s Plant Sale, held on
Saturday May 14th.
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FEBRUARY CHECKLIST

Book Virtual Tour

Inside:
 Stay warm and plan your garden
 Watch what the groundhog does on
the 2nd
 Order seeds and plants
 Start seeds
 Check houseplants for insects
 Repot plants that have outgrown
their pots
 (If the roots are growing out the bottom its time to repot). Only use one
pot size larger.

Check out Outstanding American Gardens. Find your garden aspirations as
you peek into 50 gardens of the sort
Frank Cabot hoped to preserve when he
founded The Garden Conservancy 25
years ago.
If you search the book title and select
the www.gardenconservancy.org website, there is a nice 2+ minute video
overview of the book with music. Something to let your mind escape this cold
weather for a couple of minutes.

Outside:
 Check for broken branches on trees
and shrubs from snow and ice.
Prune back to next healthy buds.
 Apply Dormant Oil spray (follow
package directions)
 Heavy pruning of trees can be done
if weather permits. To avoid sacrificing spring flower display, prune
large flowering trees and shrubs after they bloom in the spring.

It’s Leap Year….
Use this extra day to be productive in dreaming
about and planning this year’s gardens and the
weather to come!

Out to Lunch Bunch
We will meet on the second Wednesday and
fourth Friday of each month at 12pm.
Please welcome new members, friends, and neighbors that may be interested in joining Garden
Club and getting to know each other in a small
group setting. Separate checks.

~NOTICE~
DEAR MEMBERS,
PLEASE LET THE MEMBERSHIP COMMITTEE, DEE
OBROCHTA, JACKIE HORNECK OR NANCY NECKERMAN,
KNOW IF YOU OR ONE OF OUR MEMBERS IS HOSPITALIZED,
SERIOUSLY ILL OR HAS LOST A FAMILY MEMBER. WE ARE A
CARING CLUB.

Please contact Carolyn Yoakem by phone (see
yearbook) if you are attending so she can provide
details & make appropriate reservations if needed.

THANK YOU!
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