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APPROVED 6-12-2014 

 

CASCO TOWNSHIP 

ZONING BOARD OF APPEALS 

May 8, 2014 

 

MEMBERS PRESENT:  Paul Macyauski, Sam Craig, and Josiah Jessup  

EXCUSED:  David Hughes 

ALSO PRESENT:  Alfred Ellingsen, Zoning Administrator and Sue West, Recording Secretary 

PUBLIC PRESENT:  Bob and Sharon Curtis of 468 Beach Glass Lane, South Haven, MI 

 

The Meeting was called to order by Chairman Paul Macyauski at 7:01 pm.  The purpose of this 

meeting is to adjudicate a variance request from Kevin Muntter, of 3136 Hunters Dr., Jenison, 

Michigan 49428  after the fact for a 10’ x 11’ storage shed already constructed on the property 

located at 474 Boodys Way, South Haven, Michigan 49090(Parcel # 0302-760-116-00) in the 

Low Density Residential District.  The building is within 4 feet of the south side lot line and the 

minimum side yard requirements for accessory structures is 10 feet as stated in Section 3.07G. 

 

A letter dated May 8, 2014 was received by fax from Laurie and Kevin Muntter indicating that 

they are unable to attend the meeting, along with three copies of photos of the shed (Attachment 

1) 

 

Chairman Macyauski reviewed the request with Sharon Curtis who was acting as agent for the 

applicant.  Sharon Curtis stated that the shed is already there on a slab of cement approximately 

4’ – 5’ from the line and that the shed was being used for storage because there is no room for a 

garage. 

 

Chairman Macyauski asked if Bob and Sharon Curtis were the neighbors to the South.  Sharon 

Curtis answered that they were and that the Henkels were neighbors to the North. 

 

Chairman Macyauski asked who had the cement slab for the shed poured.  Sharon Curtis 

answered that the Muntters had it poured. 

 

Sharon Curtis further stated that she believes the shed provides privacy to the property owners to 

the South.  Chairman Macyauski asked for clarification on who the lot owners are to the South.  

Sharon Curtis answered that there was the Muntter lot, then an empty lot, and then the Curtis lot. 

 

Sharon Curtis stated that she was surprised at the 10’ setback requirement and that at her former 

residence in Portage, MI the setback is only 3’.  Chairman Macyauski stated that previously the 

setback requirement was less than 10’  but that back in 2006 the requirement became 10’ so that 

emergency vehicles could have access if needed. 

 

Sharon Curtis stated that the shed is a nice looking shed that matches the house and that it is 

made out of wood so rust will never be an issue. 
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Chairman Macyauski asked for public comment.  There was none. 

 

Chairman Macyauski noted that two letters of support were received:  1.   Letter dated April 30, 

2014 from Bob and Sharon Curtis, of 468 Beach Glass Lane, South Haven, MI 49090 

(Attachment 2) and 2.  Letter dated April 25, 2014 from Laurel and Tom Henkel, of 615 

Jennings Landing, Battle Creek, MI 49015 (Attachment 3).   No letters of objection were 

received. 

 

SECTION 20.08 REVIEW STANDARDS FOR VARIANCES 

 

     A.   A dimensional variance may be allowed by the ZBA only in cases where there is 

reasonable evidence presented by the applicant that ALL of the following conditions are met: 

 

1. Granting the variance will not be contrary to the public interest and will ensure 

that the spirit of this Ordinance is observed.    Chairman Macyauski stated that in his 

opinion, this is not a health or safety issue. 

  

2. The variance is being granted with a full understanding of the property history.   

Chairman Macyauski stated that the Board Members have the full history of the property. 

 

3. Granting the variance will not cause a substantial detriment to property or 

improvements in the vicinity or in the district in which the subject property is 

located.  Chairman Macyauski stated that obviously the shed is not a detriment to the 

property.  The shed matches the house, etc. 

 

4. The variance request is not one where the specific conditions pertaining to the 

property are so general or recurrent in nature as to make the formulation of a 

general regulation for those conditions reasonably practicable.   Does not apply 

 

5. That there are practical difficulties in the way of carrying out the strict letter of 

these regulations which are caused by exceptional or extraordinary circumstances 

or conditions applying to the property involved, or to the intended use of the 

property, that do not generally apply to other property or uses in the vicinity in the 

same Zoning District. Exceptional or extraordinary circumstances or conditions 

include: 

 

a. Exceptional narrowness, shallowness or shape of a specific property on 

the effective date of this Ordinance.   Chairman Macyauski stated that the 

50’ Standard was met and that it is an exceptionally narrow lot. 

 

b.   Exceptional topographic conditions.   Standard met. 

 

b. By reason of the use or development of the property immediately 

adjoining the property in question.  Standard met. 
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c. Any other physical situation on the land, building or structure deemed by 

the ZBA to be extraordinary.  Standard met 

 

 6. That granting the variance is necessary for the preservation of a substantial 

property right possessed by other properties in the vicinity in the same Zoning 

District.  Standard met. 

 

7. That the variance is not necessitated as a result of any action or inaction of the 

Applicant.  Standard met. 

 

8. The variance, if granted, would be the minimum departure necessary to afford 

relief.  Standard met. 

 

 

Chairman Macyauski asked for additional comments from the Board.  There were none.  

Chairman Macyauski indicated that with three Board Members in attendance, there is a quorum, 

but that the vote must be unanimous.   

 

A Motion was made by Craig, supported by Jessup to grant a 6’ Variance to Section 3.07G to 

Kevin Muntter, of 3136 Hunters Dr., Jenison, Michigan 49428  for a 10’ x 11’ storage shed 

already constructed on the property located at 474 Boodys Way, South Haven, Michigan 

49090(Parcel # 0302-760-116-00) in the Low Density Residential District.  All in favor.  

Variance granted. 

A Motion was made by Craig, supported by Jessup, to approve the Minutes from the November 

12, 2013 meeting.  MSC.   

 

Ellingsen stated that there is a possible upcoming variance request.  He will confer with Attorney 

Bultje regarding same.  If a meeting is required, there is a target date of June 12, 2014 at 7:30 

pm. 

 

Ellingsen will contact Allan Overhiser regarding getting a replacement Board Member for Lewis 

Adamson. 

 

A Motion was made by Craig, supported by Jessup to adjourn.  MSC.  Meeting adjourned at 7:25 

pm 

 

 

 

Minutes prepared by Sue West, Recording Secretary 

 

Attachment 1:  Letter dated May 8, 2014 from Laurie and Kevin Muntter, of 474 Beach Glass 

Lane, South Haven, MI,  along with three copies of photos of the shed  
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