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The Mission of the United Methodist
Church is to make Disciples of Jesus
Christ for the Transformation
of the World.
I have mentioned a few times in various settings that my mother was a missionary in the
Belgian Congo (Now the Democratic Republic of the Congo). Our church is financially supporting
a mission project in the Katanga region of the DRC (see the missions article in this newsletter). So,
when Fred Bennett asked me if I could reflect on my mother’s connection to Katanga, I didn’t know
what to say. Thankfully, when we cleaned out her home, we gathered an incredible amount of
native items, slides and even a notebook which she kept of the different talks she gave on furlough
or after her days on the mission field. Much of that has been donated to Malone University,
although I kept a scanned copy of her notebook. I’ll share a few reflections.
Mom worked in the Katanga province during her last tour of duty in what was known at the
time as the Congo. I never put the timeline together until we helped her clean out her
memorabilia. Among her souvenirs, there was a flag. When I asked her what it was, she said,
“that’s the flag of the country when I started.” Then she told us about the revolution that freed the
Congo from Belgian rule. That’s the most open she’s ever been about the time of war while she
was in the country until I read her notes. In her notes, I learned that Katanga, within a year of the
establishment of the DRC secured its independence. They were reunited a few years later. But for
mom, it was a time of violence and fear, as the people she worked with discovered a new word,
“independence.”
Much of what she had to say made me realize that the church is the same everywhere. She
writes of young people joining the church because it had become expected of them, or because they
attended the church-sponsored school, but who had not made a commitment to Christ.
Much of what she has written would be better for a history lesson than helping us know the
people or the country of our mission venture. But, I still remember the pictures, the slides. Smiling
faces of men and women, boys and girls who called my mother Mama Jane. Somehow, knowing
that in the town of Kinshasa (known as Leopoldville when she was there), there are many people
who thought of my mother as their Mama Jane, and I am amazed at how far God extends our
families.
I remember the pictures of safaris that were taken near where she was stationed. Pictures of
lions and leopards, elephants and rhinos, giraffes and zebras, and I am amazed at the beauty of
God’s creation in that place.
One of the items that we kept is called a Katanga cross. It was the form of currency in the
area for quite some time. It is a cross made out of copper weighing about one pound. Given that
10% of the world’s copper comes from the copper mines of Katanga, it is no wonder that they used
copper to create their currency. For me, that cross is a reminder of how different our worlds are,
and yet how similar. We may use paper and coins while they used a cross far too big to be dropped
in a pocket, but we all discovered the need for currency to forge an economy.
It does my heart good to know that we are sponsoring a mission that will be helping the next
generation of Katangans live healthy lives, and that we are touching the lives of my own spiritual
nieces and nephews. Thank you for supporting this mission.

We would like to THANK
everyone who
contributed to the
camera system. It is
completely paid for and
works beautifully!

Ginny Althouse turns 105 on June
12th!
Here is her address if you would
like to send her a card:
800 S. 15th St.
RM 7215
Sebring, OH 44672
And make sure to come celebrate
with us on June 20th!

Personal Hygiene Items Drive
The Missions Committee is collecting personal hygiene items for the people
in the three recovery houses. We are currently collecting soap, shampoo,
body wash and deodorant.
Please deposit donations in the basket in the corner of the Sanctuary!
See Fred Bennett for more details!

The Flood kits and hygiene kits for conference need to be returned to our church office by June 6th
so they can be taken to the local drop-off points that following week. The details for the kits were
in May’s Mirror.
Thank you all for your support of our world mission project. Here’s its history. Jack Kothera came
to Administrative Board asking that our congregation support some more distant mission. It was
discussed and passed by the board. The plan was to have the Missions Committee choose the
project. To fund it the first year, since the 2020 budget was already in place, we would ask different
groups within our church to take a month to fund the $100 per month cost. Then COVID hit. So for
2020 the Missions Committee set aside $1200 of its funding for this mission. Now the $1200 per
year is a separate line item in the 2021 budget. When we were researching what mission to
support we looked at the United Methodist Church Global Ministries website where there were
hundreds of mission projects, broken down by categories. We chose one in the Democratic
Republic of Congo in south central Africa. After our choice Pastor Steve told us about his Mom’s
service in this area during her time as a missionary. Here are some details:
Describe the need affecting community
According to the Health Department report, the church districts of Bukama, Kinkondja, Malemba,
Mulongo, Kayumba, Kabalo and Kongolo are the major places in north Katanga having recurrent
cases of Cholera since people not having access to clean water have the River Congo and other
surrounding lakes as the only available water sources, while this water is polluted. For example, the
local health authorities quoted by the UN Office for the Coordination of Humanitarian Aid (Ocha)
reported recurrent cases of cholera in the Bukama Health Zone, and it has been proclaimed an
epidemic area since May 2017. This health situation is similar in the cities of Kinkondja, Malemba,
Mulongo, Kayumba Museka and others. It has been noted that this recent cholera epidemic is
basically due to the limited access to clean drinking water and sanitation as well as the respect of
hygiene principles to prevent against the disease. The need of drilling at least 5 wells is imperative
to address the issue effectively.
How will this Advance project help to address the need?
This project will help to address the need by drilling at least 5 wells in the each of the target
communities to help people having easy access to clean water.
By giving through the UMC Global Ministries Advance, 100% of our donation reaches our chosen
mission project.

The recovery houses are looking for a few kitchen items.
If anyone has these items they are no longer using, they
would be very appreciative.
Casserole dishes, roasting pans, crock pots and coffee
maker!

Clothing Pantry
We will be open
Every Saturday until further notice!
See Lori Brooks for more info!

Fellowship Meals
June 20th
This meal is in honor of Ginny Althouse’s 105th Birthday!

The meal includes:
Chicken Salad on Croissant
Fruit Salad
Macaroni Salad
Bag of Chips
BIRTHDAY CAKE!
HOPE TO SEE YOU THERE!!

Mirror question, ANSWERED!
Name someone in the Church (past or present) that has
impacted you in a positive way!

Pam Zigotti’s Response:
-Barb Adams
-Doris Boughton
-Mac Kelly
-Margaret Sweitzer
Yvonne Bennett’s Response:
Jeanette McCleery - She was sooo

knowledgeable about the Bible. I did Disciple
with her and she was such a gentle spirit
and truly lived as a Christian.

June’s Question:
“Name one thing that you would change
about our church in a positive way!”
Email answers to office@firstumcsalem.org, call the office or mail!

April

Year to Date

April

Income

$17,619.43

$92,070.46

ROC

$

265.00

Expense

$21,574.86

$90,159.16

Pantry

$

0.00

$ -3,995.43

$ 1,991.30

Trustees $ 1,814.47
Camera

Beginning July 7th, we will
be starting a Bible Study on
the Book of James.
It will run 6-8 weeks on
Wednesdays at 7pm.
It will be held in the class
room by the nursery.
ALSO…...

Beginning in June, the current
online Bible Study will come to
an end and a new one will be
starting.
Pastor Sullivan will be posting
this online study on Wed. at
9am.

$

933.00

We are coming BACK!
Join us the 2nd & 4th
Saturdays of the Month for
coffee, & fellowship!

Since we are doing
bulletins again, we are
in need of 8.5 x 14
paper! Pastel colors
are best!
THANK YOU!

June Bauman

06/01

Chloe Chappell

06/01

Janice Lesher

06/01

Brittany Oesch

06/01

Eileen Lafferre

06/02

Mary Lou Shively

06/07

Gerald Tausch

06/07

Rudy Hrovatic

06/08

Barb Adams

06/09

Cecelia Hrovatic

06/09

Patty McGee

06/09

Diane Foreman

06/10

Virginia Althouse

06/12

Sally Chappell

06/12

Rick Menough

06/15

Bill Miller

06/15

Keith Martig

06/19

Grant Underwood

06/19

Karen Plegge

06/20

Janet Smith

06/22

Rylie Zeigler

06/24

Marsha Berger

06/29

Patricia Ward

06/29

Sandra Sheen

06/30

Jay & Eileen Lafferre
Philip & Karen Buchmann
Donald & Jean Cowan
John & Krista Fitch
George & Judy McKee

20 Years
51 Years
74 Years
28 Years
55 Years

06/02
06/03
06/04
06/05
06/25

Rick has retired!
If you would like to send him a card
thanking him for his service for the
last 18 years, his address is:
1154 W. Perry
Salem, OH 44460

A PRAYER FOR THIS TIME
WRITTEN BY DR. DAVID W. BLOOR

THERE SHOULD NOT BE LIMITATIONS TO THE LENGTH
OF OUR PRAYER TIME

There is a hymn that reminds us of a “Sweet Hour of Prayer,” but the
New Testament book of 1st Thessalonians 5:16-19 calls us to “Pray
constantly; giving thanks in all circumstances, for this is going to be with
his Father in prayer. Jesus never puts limits on His prayer time nor
should we.
A number of years ago I had a dear friend who was a Roman
Catholic Priest. He was in a deep struggle in his faith. One day he called
me up and asked if I would like to go to a Trappist Monastery with him.
I agreed and off we both went for a couple weeks to Genesee, New
York. At the monastery we took the oath of silence. Upon returning
home my friend announced he had found direction through Almighty
God in prayer. I too have found such direction through my own prayer
life and can affirm such a connection with God who provides us with a
renewing of heart, soul and spirit. But one time is definitely not enough
and one day may not be enough. If we want to experience God’s will to
work for us then we need to pray constantly without ceasing, and God
will bring about the needed change.
There is a hymn with which we might close this message and the hymn is
called “This Is A Day of New Beginnings” and I would like to share a
few versus with you:
This is a day of new beginnings,
Time to remember and move on,
Time to believe what love is bringing,
Laying to rest the pain that’s gone.
Christ is alive and goes before us
To show and share what love can do.
This is the day of new beginnings;
Our God is making all things new.

God Bless us everyone,
Thank you God. Amen.

George McKee, Kyle Franzen,
Keith Martig, Faye Wilde, David & Marg Bloor, Don & Mary
Swegan & John Townsend
Prayer concerns may be submitted by calling the church office at 330-337-9531 or email
office@firstumcsalem.org
If you have an urgent prayer request and want to activate the prayer chain, please let
Jenny in the church office know or contact Betty Milhoan.
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Do you want to hear the services in the
privacy of your home?
We are offering the recordings of the 10:45 services on CD.
If you would like a copy of the service, please contact the
church office.

