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Nevada head coach Jay Norvell has done a solid job in Reno getting the Wolf]
Pack to back-to-back bowl games the last two years. However, last year’s team
was extremely fortunate to get to seven wins. Nevada went 5-1 in games decided
by a TD or less and they were blown out four times by 26 or more points. Last
year the Wolf Pack struggled on offense as they had a freshman QB in Carson
Strong and they couldn’t run the football (No. 122 in rushing). This year’s of-
fense is much stronger thanks to the return of 10 starters as they welcome back
all five starters on the offensive line. Strong is now an experienced sophomore
and the Wolf Pack return their top two rushers led by Toa Taua (807 yards) and,
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their top two receivers led by Elijah Cooks (926 yards and 8 TD’s).

The defense also struggled last year particularly in generating some havoc plays
as they were No. 122 in TFL’s. This year Norvell brings in a new D.C. in Brian
Ward and he inherits one of the better pass rushers in the Mountain West in DE
Dom Peterson who had nine sacks and 15 TFL’s last season. On special teams,
kicker Brandon Talton was 21 of 25 on FG’s last year including a couple of]

game-winners (56 yards as time expired in the upset over Purdue).

The 2020 schedule isn’t overly difficult as the Wolf Pack don’t play a single
team in the top 60 of our power ratings. Our updated spread projections have 9
of their 12 games decided by a TD or less. Will the Wolf Pack be as fortunate as
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2019 Game-By-Game Recap

Teams Open Close Score ATS
Purdue -85  -11 31 Over: 6.5
Nevada 58.5 585 34 Cover: 14

Misleading Final. Purdue had 24-19 first down and 519-
404 yard edges but were -5 in TO’s!

-Purdue led 24-7 at halftime and 31-14 late 3Q.

-The 17-pt comeback was UN’s 2nd largest since 1996.
-Purdue seemed to wilt late in the elevation and when
the game was being played after midnight EST.
-Nevada got a 4th&7 conversion with 1:26 left in the
game and also got a 3&10 20-yard TD with :52 left.
-Talton’s 56-yard FG as time expired was the 3rd longest
in school history.

Nevada 63 615 6 Over: 21.5
Oregon -21.5 24 77 Cover: 47
-Oregon had 28-12 first down and 623-192 yard edges
and were also +3 in TO’s.

Remarkably it was only a 7-6 Oregon lead with 10 min-
utes left in the 2Q. In the final 40 minutes of the game,
Oregon outscored Nevada 70-0!

Weber State 51.5 515 13 Cover: 1.5
Nevada -1.5 19 Under: 19.5
-Nevada dominated more than the final as the Wolf Pack
had 25-10 first down and 453-137 yard edges but were
-2 in TO’s. Weber went three-and-out on each of its three
fourth-quarter possessions.

Nevada -16.5 -14 37 Cover: 2
UTEP 59 515 21 Over: 6.5
-Nevada had a 403-278 yard edge. The game was tied
21-21 late in the 3Q.

Hawaii 66.5 64 54 Cover: 53.5
Nevada 2.5 25 3 Under: 7
-There were snowflakes at kickoff. Hawaii had 26-16 FD
& 512-203 yard edges and were also +3 in TO’s.

San Jose State  59.5 60 38 Over: 19
Nevada -5 -2.5 41 Cover: 0.5
-Nevada had 25-16 FD and 541-420 yd edges including
189-15 on the ground but nearly blew a 3-TD 2H lead.
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