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SUNDAY MASS TIMES
St. Catherine of Siena

St. Mother Teresa of Kolkata

St. Patrick’s

St. Theresa’s

Sunday 11:00 am & 7:00 pm

Saturday 4:00 pm; Sunday 10:00 am

Sunday 10:00 am

Saturday 4:30 pm; Sunday 9:30 am

Easter Sunday — April 12, 2020
Christ is Risen!! Alleluia, Alleluia !
In his gospel Luke wrote," Let us accept the testimony of these witnesses that our hearts may burn with
the fire of faith." The triumph of Christ vanquishing
death is the most glorious event in His whole earthly
journey, the most striking proof of His divinity, and
the foundation of our Faith. It is the most important
celebration in the Christian year. The Responsorial
Psalm sings "This is the day the Lord has made, let us
rejoice and be glad."
Easter or Paschaltide extends from Holy Saturday to the Second Sunday of Easter, Divine Mercy Sunday. It presents an opportunity for great spiritual renewal. The liturgy of these days brings to our mind our Baptism, First
Communion and Confirmation. We know Jesus made his presence known to his apostles who were still marvelling
at what they had heard and seen.
He walked with them, ate meals with them and continued to teach them. In our midst, the Paschal Candle symbolizes the Resurrection of Jesus and his eternal presence.
This time reminds us of the early Church which is why, at this time, the Acts of the Apostles are read on the Sundays following Easter. In these difficult times let our hearts be filled with gratitude towards Christ who saved us.
The joy of Easter is a foretaste of our own resurrection and entry into heaven, the place which has been prepared for
and where the Holy Spirit will lead us.

Masses for Easter Triduum— Holy Thursday, Good Friday and Easter

This is a Holy Week like no other. So will celebrate it like no other.
Over the past few weeks, it has been fantastic to witness the great efforts of our priests, parishes, and parish
leaders to keep in touch with the faithful and find ways to pray together.
Our Archbishops have invited pastors and parishes to “gather” as a diocesan family to celebrate the liturgies
of Holy Week by live stream.
For the first time ever, we will celebrate one Triduum for the whole diocese. The link for all the liturgies is:
https://livestream.com/halifaxyarmouth/holyweek
The schedule for our liturgies is:
• April 9: Holy Thursday at 7:00pm
• April 10: Good Friday at 3:00pm
• April 11: Holy Saturday at 8:00pm
• April 12: Easter Sunday Mass at 11:00am
We are also excited to announce that Eastlink TV will broadcast these liturgies LIVE. You’ll find the
celebrations on Community TV channel 10 and channel 610. These will air in Nova Scotia and Newfoundland. The Good Friday Service and Holy Saturday Liturgy will also air live in PEI.

EASTER SUNDAY MASS WITH THE FRANCISCAN BROTHERS
As permitted by the Archbishop, the Franciscan Brothers will be livestreaming Easter Sunday Mass
from the Chapel of St. Francis' Convent (St. Catherine's Rectory) at 9:30 am. It will also be recorded
and available on the Franciscan Youtube Channel after 11:00 am.
View the Mass by following this link:
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UC9L3qlfstB9xXyv2ZMOqc0g

Parish Team Message

For the Children in Religious Education

In our hearts, it seems like everything is cancelled. That
feeling is especially strong and uncomfortable at this
time. Your Pastoral Team wants to remind you—
In-person Holy Week Masses and Services may be
cancelled, and extended family gatherings may be
cancelled; but please note:

Did you know that, in the 14th century Franciscans introduced stations of the cross to the European catholic
churches? This was a way of walking the way of Calvary at
home instead of travelling to the Holy Land. We pray with
the stations as a way to remember what Jesus did for us in
his passion and death.

NOT EVERYTHING IS CANCELLED
KINDNESS IS NOT CANCELLED (reach out by phone
to those you don’t live with)
HOPE IS NOT CANCELLED (this period of isolation,
while trying, is temporary)

PATIENCE IS NOT CANCELLED (stay the course and
stay at home)
CHRISTIAN DUTY IS NOT CANCELLED (stay away
from those not in your household)
DEVOTION IS NOT CANCELLED (stay grounded in
prayer)
MASSES ARE NOT CANCELLED (follow along with
Holy Week Masses online or on TV)
JOY IS NOT CANCELLED (this is a time of celebration
for all Catholics - we can be joyful)
CHRIST’S PASSION AND RESURRECTION ARE NOT
CANCELLED (Hallelujah!)
Additionally, our pastoral work IS NOT CANCELLED. It
isn’t even postponed. Please look for our messages,
share them with friends and family, connect with us on
social media, and pray that we are able to come back
together at St. Theresa's soon.
Best wishes for a safe and joyous Easter to you all.

The Franciscans composed the prayer that is said before
station.
“We adore you O Christ and we bless you, here and in all
the Churches throughout the world, because by your Holy
Cross, you have redeemed the world”.
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=cYoRl4jYxAE

Images can be printed out, decorated and placed along a
wall. A variation is to place a small candle/tea light next to
each station and blow it out as you go through each
station.

St. Theresa’s St. Vincent de Paul Society
A Needed Lenten Gift
We will soon be marking the end of Lent. The St Vincent de Paul Society would like to thank St Theresa’s
parishioners for ‘paying it forward’. The Ash Wednesday collection turned in over $3400. This was a blessing as we had a busy winter with requests.
Like many concerned with minimizing the spread of
the covid virus, in our case we have curtailed our little
‘home visits’ but we have found ways to drop off grocery gift cards to those needing food or medication.
The need continues so we are ever so thankful for
your support.

FORMED is a Catholic web portal, providing access to a rich array of programs, movies, documentaries,
shows, talks and eBooks - all of which could enrich both our spiritual lives and also our community of St.
Theresa.
To Sign Up: 1) Visit www.formed.org 2) click Sign Up 3) Select “I Belong to a Parish or Organization” 4)
Find your Parish by Name (St. Francis and St. Clare Parish, 6351 North St., Halifax, NS) or by Postal Code
(B3L) 5) Enter your email – You’re In!
To Sign In: 1) Visit www.formed.org 2) Click Sign In 3) Enter your email 4) Click the link in your email
5) You’re In! No more passwords.

Finance Corner
In normal times early each month you would receive a monthly report on the progress of the My
Extra Help to Keep St. Theresa’s Strong Campaign. Luckily in March, before the Archbishop
suspended Masses and gatherings, we received many generous donations for this ongoing
campaign along with the proceeds from the Shrove Tuesday Pancake Supper. So a report is in
order.
We have now completed three months of the 2020 My Extra Help to Keep St. Theresa’s
Strong Campaign. Compared to March 2019 the amount offered in March 2020 increased by
115% while the envelopes returned decreased by about 6%. This increase is amazing and will
help significantly during these uncertain times.
The 2020 My Extra Help to Keep St. Theresa’s Strong Monthly Campaign is one way that
we as Parishioners show our faith in our community and support the ongoing mission of Jesus
Christ in the heart of Halifax.
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30%
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We have already achieved 30% of our goal of $30,000 for 2020, as shown on the thermometer.
We have received inquiries about how Parishioners might support our Church without being
able to be physically present. Many in our community may already be facing financial difficulties, and their first priority must be taking care of the needs of their families and loved ones. If
Parishioners want to continue to support St. Theresa’s and have the means to do so, please
review the options available on our website: ”How to Donate During the COVID-19 State of
Emergency”. http://www.sttheresaschurch.ca/how-to-donate-during-the-covid-19-state-ofemergency.html
To everyone who is able to continue to contribute at this time, we thank you for your generosity. We know a day will come when we can assemble again to celebrate the Eucharist and receive Christ in communion.
Until then, may God bless you and keep you safe and healthy which will keep St. Theresa’s
strong!

Diocesan News
ARCHBISHOP MANCINI’S WEEKLY VIDEO MESSAGE:
Follow this link: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Ew4oNsXUheI&feature=youtu.be
HOLY WEEK AT HOME: The Diocese is offering a resource called, Holy Week at Home, that offers ideas and
prayers to celebrate Holy Week in a more intentional way at home with your family. This resource was developed by Liturgical Press and is meant for individual and family prayer time. You can download this document by visiting the diocese website at : www.halifaxyarmouth.org

