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| JM!NF DAMAGE

o~

.Dne. of the cleverest

» and, most dangerous . dev1~'

ces used by thé Viet Cong
is a land mine placed in.

- road beds to dlsable dri-

vers and th eir vehicles.,
But menbers of Company
39th Enblnear Battal-
ion (Combst) have come
up with a “lan of their
own.,

of the mAL;OSlOD, a
like box .
(steel) and packed with.
sandbags has been welded
over the front wheels of
,flve-ton dump trucks.
Before the 1nstal¢atlon
of these .cages, 15~ and -
O—roun

engine . back into the cab
of the truck and hhrl_ng
the vehicle off the road.

. The truck would Le de- .

stroyed and the driver
seriously wounded  or -
kKilled.

To test tae cages, en-
gineers first buried 15

pounds. of Ch plastic ex-
nlosive on hlghwqy 7B
west - of. Tuy Hoa., They

‘trought a g@rblally;de-
stroyed flve—top truck to
the area, = The truck,
vGQﬂIPPQd with the cages.
and a Hummy "“driver" made,
of sardoags was rolled

Qver the exm1081ve‘
The

(Comtizred on Pags 4)

K ’ ¢

To. decrease the impact -
cage— .
rade of re-bar -

A Viet Cong mines -
- were throwing.the entire

‘ning-

* monsoons- _
continucus  heavy rainfall’
~'the airstrip began to ex—

~failure -

. the-

1'l'\st blew of £ the g
- left front wheel and. de-

35TH MAK&:S ENGL!QH
JQP FLIGHT Al R::TR P

‘The rrench called it -

3c—T1Dn 1ut to the

epglneﬁrs

of B Comnany, 35th’ Engineer Battalion (Comuat), it is
better known as LZ (Landing Zone) English, one:of the
most. important-tactical aﬁrstrlis in Vietnam,-

Located  just north of- Bong. Son
An Lao Valley, the 3,600-foot FilI‘o’tI‘lU is the base of
northern operations
- the.
Division (Airmokile).,

famed 1st. Ca vﬂr'y

LZ
ally
of compacted: laterite,
In September and October,
1966, the-

English was orlgin—

the 84th Engineer Battal-
~.ion.(Construction).

for.

‘a - 2,000-foot field

‘strip was ex-
: tended  to 3,600:.feet by

An urgent mission was

“required - in mid-November
for G Compani, 19%h Engi~
neer Battalion’ (Combat)
to place M8AL all~weather

-matting  on the airfield.

The need  was so° great

- ~that there was not time
“ for. the grading, récrow-
sealing of LZ
English . before the mat-

and
ting- was placed, ..

With: +the arrivel of
and the days of

periencs - a.

sub-grade

aﬂrcrﬁfu.»

When the mattlng gradu—~

ally.became distorted and

the deacision was:made to

Comtinuwod on Page 6)

: ~under the heavy-
-~ loading. of C—lBO and CV—Z’

MBALl panels became-a -
hazard +to. the aircraft, -

“repair 2,100 .feet of the -
field's scuthern porticn.

. Vietnamese'*

Cinto the-
© celving

“thanks

‘Nhon during the past
" the sisters and children
presented a-

“roasted
- Bdward Haggerty,

: at the mouth of the

' 84TH GETS
TET GiFT

The "Tét! season in

Vietnam is Christmas, New
- Tearts,
~July all rolled into one,

and . the- 4th of
While. it ‘is primarily a
xcelebrptlon,
84th Engineer Batta-
{Construction) got
act on the re-
~end” “this - past
heliday season. ‘ "

As a wey of- saying.
“for - the 8Lth's

of ‘the Holy In-
Orphanage in Qui
nast year

the
lion

support
fant ™"

gift of two
“to CPT
Comman—-
ding Officer of Headquar-
ters = Company -and S5G
Donald‘ Daoust, mess ser~

T pigs

geant, who  received the
gift on’ behalf of the ..
battalion. . .
Chaplain  (MAJ) Leswy -

James -of~the 84tk was the .

man rost réSponsible for

the ‘bettalion's assis-

‘~tance~p:‘c3-51vnn
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*By COL George M bush

Enalneers
, d;rty : environment,
Mud cement, creosote,

/denceu

dust, peneprlme, 0il, as—
phalt ‘and . sweat are all
in the engineer's daily
till of fare,

Vigorous men who work
hard play hard, Men who

work in .a dirty environ—

ment . have . difficulty.in
malntalnlng a high state

~of .- “personal; mllltary'ap-;m

pearance,

- It is for the above
‘“reasons that I am parti="
cularly proud of the’ dis- -

-ciplinary record and per-
"sonal appearance  of the
men of this group,

[he pride which'you men
have in .your unit is evi-
by the smartness
of you salute, the ap-
-pearance of “your: unlforn,

///ybur halrcut and “shave,

Your dlSClpllne is evi-

déncad - by the continuing’

low rates of Class I and
II offenses. .
My congratulatlons

BG DUK#

BRIGADE \.r
Brlgadlep ) ueneral
’Charles .M, Duke has as-

sumed command of the 18th
Engineer Brigade and Col-

onel James. B, Meanor Jdr, .

has been aprointed deDuty

comuander, ,
5G  Duke . succeeds COL
ul W.. Ramee, who has

,teen a331bnadato Europe..

Before coming to Vietnam,‘

BG Duke held the post of
Engineer Commissioner for
‘the District of Columbia
for three years, He is a
1939 5raauete of the U,S.
Military Academy
sraduated from the Indus-
trial. College -of the
Armed Forces in 1959’ .
COL  Meanor. is  a 1941
craduate of Carnetle Ins-
titute. of. Tachnology and

gained .his master!s from.

the Unlver51ty'of Minne-
sota in 1952,

work hurd An o just finished-

" ‘one

.- bunkers

-silence

anu_som.eone

. February, .

35 577th mnglnee 2}
ion (Constructibn)i?
~building .
the

Tuy Hoa area.
of the largest mili-
tary mess halls in Viet-
nam,

The 11,000-square~foot
mess  hall will -serve
staff -members
ients of the. 400w=man 9lst

‘ancuatlon Hospital, now
constructed at the
Tuy Hoa Free World ForceS“

19TH ASSISTS
‘GRELN BERtTS

belng

Out51ue the mld-day'sun
beat down wmercifuily on
the Vietnamese Special
Forces “troops manning the
of the ggs Specs=
ial Forces "1"‘ team at
Van Canh,. :

It was noon and 1n31qe

the small mess hall the -
‘at the table was
brokeh - by the
tone of a man they all‘
referred to as Top, B
- "What do - you mean you
don't have any other pud-~
ding-- besides chocolate?
YWhy: that's' even worse
than what the front line
troops get," he laughed,

No explanatlon was needed -

for the Vietnamese Ranger
Interpreter with the Bea-
tle-type haircut - knew
what he meant, And even
the  cook, S5G Ken Lasure,

Trealized --that his chile, -

roast beef and tomatoes
and even the pudulng were
the talk of the Camp..

- "T  don't - know - “what

-welre going to do when

the engineers pull out,"-
said, "I guess'

welll. go back to a steady

diet -of beans-and fr:nks.,

The engineers. * were
guests at- the camp but
since their' arrival in

mnde a real contritution,
- Commanded: - by -
(Continued on Page 5)

lurgest mess hull;3
ever constructea in the< "
It is also .

time

and pat~ .

- tory patients —-

- will-
square—foot mess area,

chiding -

96238,

1967 they had

2LT

::QR HOSP: AL

cantonment area by the
577th Battallcn and self-
heIp ‘erews fFom the:9lst
JMedical Battallan."k

Con31uer1ng the bu1l—
dlng $ -size,~the 2d Pla-
“toon. completed - vertical
-.construction in record
12 days. UThe
-men’ were pushing all the
W2y to finish on time,"
said- 3SG Dewitt Woods as
members of his squad d put
flnlshlng touches on the

: new mess hall

: Th T—shaued mess, hall
has- A,SOO-square—foot
storbge area and kitchen,
where cooks will prepare

various diets needed for
-ratients at the hospital.

Staff members and ambula-
those
who are able to walk ww
] ~eatdn  a_ 4,000~

The remalnlng 2,200
square feet will be occu=

- pied by refrigerators and

.a large scullery for cle-

aning pots and pans,

The mess: hall isv.now

fully oper tlonal“
¥* *

The Colt 45 News is an
authorized Army newspaper
published ‘twice monthly
by the- L5th Engineer
Group, APO San Francisco
Views and opin-
ions expressed  do not
necessarily reflect those
of the Departmcnt of the
Army, This - Hewspaper
uses' Armed Forces News
Bureau material,

Dlstrlbutlon'
~copies, ,

R Sl s

COL ‘GEORGE M. BLbH
- ‘Commanding
’ L‘I‘C JAMES L. KELLY
Executive Officer

900

* R *
' Editor. oo

. ZLT Martin A, Kruming

Managing Editor,..
' SP4 David A, Hurst
Mimeo,SPL Jesse H.: Carney
SP4, Dennls Jd. Boor
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PERSONAL
GLIMPSES

The largest U. S. mail

»box and the smallest U,S.

Army mailman in Vietnam

are both located at the’

73& Engineer Company
{Construction

near Qui Ehon.

The mail box is part of
a familiar, steel, box~
like  container called a
Conex, The mailman, PFC
Dnrrell L. Heston, has no
trouble entering or lea-
ving his office in the
Conex: he is. 5 feet, 1
inch tall.

‘PFC  Heston is short in
but "tall" when
it  comes td getting
done.
jg% is acting as company
qrmorer -- he takes care
of weapons —- but he han-

-dles additiomal duties as

unit courder and mail
clerk,
. As.  _courier  and. mail

Heston makes four
2h-m1ie round trips daily
from his company to Head-
guatters, - 84th : Engineer
Batitalion (Construction)
at/Qui Nhon, After pick-
1ng up messages and mail

/he makes sure that both—-

7 especially the mail -—are
delivered without delay.
To give it a distinc-

tive . appearance, Heston
" has painted his "mail
box" appropriate colors

of red, white ahd blue,

. MARCH MAIDENS—Cdlendar girls

Keathy Thamg)smx (1} and Lindea

‘urst are in Cape (‘omf Fla., and
Mgr likely will eveid the guwy
"inls of March,

Support)

‘Battalion (Construct on).

His- main .

“bat),

- toon - was making

surface,

In place

- B4TH PROJECT HLLPS
TROOPS tAT BETTER

SFG Geralu G, Martin, hps
completed foundation work
The engineers have placed
~over 465 cubic yards of -
concrete and. several
miles of reinforcing bar,

Troops in the Qui Nhon,
An Khe and Pleiku areas -
of Vietnam will be eating
more fresh: "A" rations
soon, thanks to the lst
Construction Platoon of
Compzny D, 84th Engineer - .
Despite 22 days of rain

© .Company D dis building in Janunry, the engineers
3 LO- by 110-foot prefab- and Vietnamese ‘laborers
ricated refrigeration assisting them have

warehouse that will add
over 30,000 cukic feet of
cooling and freezing sto-
rage space to the U. S.
Army Depot at Qui Nhon,
The 1lst Platoon, led by
1IT Vidas P. Kleiza and

rolled up.a total of more
than 32,370 man-hours on
the project.

Target date for conm-
pletion. of the warehouse
is March 31.

'NUMB BER 10’ BYPASS
PLAGUES CO. A OF 35TH

TNumber 10" is an expression used by American sol-
diers in Vietnam to signify that some thing or situ-
ation is as bad as it can possikly get.

-For Company -A of the 35th Engineer Battalion {(Com-

a certain typass near its base camp at Hammond
Field, 35 miles north of Qui Nhon, is strictly "Num-
" ber 10," Twice in one week, the engineers met Viet

Cong harassment at tbls spot.

It all started at 8:30 one morning when the 2d Pla-
a daily mine sweep with security
forces from the 1st Cavalry Division (4irmobile), A
sudden explosion shattered the stillness; the engi-
neers and.cavalrymen hurried to the bypass. site.

They found a demolished military police jeep and a
large crater. in the road; MPs were dug in near the

“crater, Led by 2ZLT Robert E. Knadle of the 2d Pla-’
toon, the .engineers, cavalrymen and MPs took up de-
fensive positions and returned enemy fire for almost
an hour, UWhen the actiom was over, the engineers re-
moved the jeep, filled .the crateéer and opened the
road, :

Three days later, a VC demolition charge at the

same spot destroyed two culverts and left a gap in
the road 18 feet wide, 22 feet long and 4 feet deep.
A reconnaissance platoon leader from the 8th Ingineer
Battaelion of the lst Cav discovered the damage while
flying over the area, He stopped at the 35th and
told CPt Harold Kiesling, commander of Company A, who
ordered his men to the site
- Even though the eng_noers made a careful sweep of
the area, a scoop loader ran over a Ch4 plastic explo-
sive charge that was detonated by .a pressure-type
fuse. The charge was buried three feet under the
and the loader didn't become vulnerable un-
£11 it had cleared a large amount of f£ill, :
This setback didn't stop -the determined - englncens.
of the disabled loader, they used a bulle
dozer to push in the old road bed and open the road,
They . finished within +three hours, just in time to
allow a 100-vehicle convoy to pass the road!s "Number
10" spot.
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> COMPANIES HELIPORT FoR cp- 47S

. Three

newly=arrived

- companies in Vietnanm have

- been
Bngineer Group,

‘pany (Port
. C L

added

The 5234 Engineer~Com~‘-
Construction),
commanded by CPT Charlie
and attached

Crowder

directly to

is located in_

Nhon harbor-area, While
.3t Ft Belvoir,

stationed
' unit underwent

Va,,” the

©elght  weeks
~training 4in
for its Overseas move,

39th Engine
(c omk:at ) 3

to

45th Group,
the Qui

of intensive

Preparation

Delta’.Company of the

CPT Martin w,

is 'docated
~_about 30 mil,

»—«’{':.‘

- Engineer B
‘Bliss, Texas. .

35th
(Combat ),

Delta

er Battalion -
commanded by

Walsh; Jr.,

at Dai Lanh, -
€8 south
* Tuy. . Hoa,
* known as B C

The unit was

ompany, 31lst
attalieon at rt. -

Company of Athe
Engineer Battalion
commanded by -

CPT McCoy L., Jolley, is
located at‘Hammond'Field,

about -35 miles

Qui * Nhon,

known' as p
-+ Bngineepr
Bliss,'

DEVICE cuTs
MINE DAMAGE

(Continued

north of
The unit was

Company,:Blst-
;,Battalion.at Bt

from Page 1)

‘molished: the éntire front
end of the truck, but the

~engine-

<. “the

column

Bxamining the
gineers found
driver weuld have suffer- .

- -&d .only .min

and
© wWas

cab

7 bruises,

Since .engineers -

constantly

and equipmen

?did;ﬂotrpenetrate—

untouched,

the 239th,Battalion's in-

wvention eould
-lifesavenwé v

e

-

" Cemban
the 45th = .o o Dany,

© over  a. 20=acre

of

dummy, en-
that a real

-are-

haulingi‘menyn
t over roads-
possible land mines,: Several ‘types

be a big-

Due to the efforts of D
577th Enginsep
‘Battalion
CH=47s of the 180th Avia~
tion Company
ing’  combat Support miss-
lons  from - their “12-pad
heliport at Tuy Hod .
Approximately

excavated  and

preparing” the

pad,

12 parking rads,
Dump trucks of the 513.

th Engincer Company ang:
. Jard scrapers’
bglénging;té‘both.Company :

cubic

B ang Company "D of the -
577th hauled “nearly -
-10,000 cutic | yards of

crushed rock and
it
yard surface,

paction the area was
Pl 2

"théh~=$p¥ayeﬁ~withﬁan as—-
phalt emulSion‘tq~prevent

73D PAVES
OF qui

A wider variety of cap-

£0 planes will be able to -

land for the first time

(Construction), :

are now fly-
" area

81,520
cubic yards of earth were’
‘leveled
site in--
take<off
the 280 by 400 foot
maintenance apes and the:

spread’
over a 40,000 - square
 After com~:

| oraft,

- dust and poek particles

from being -sucked into
the Chinookts Jjet  en-
gines,.
- Finally, the entire
was provided with g
steel landing mat wearing
swface, - - - - )
- The :1st Construction
Platoon, - D Gompany; com~
‘manded by “LT Edward A,
‘Brown and Srg. Dewey H,
MeBrayer, ‘Supervised the
Placement = of the steel
matting,.. The pPlatoon was
assisted by:,elements-of
‘the 5539 Engineer Company
(Float Bridge), 513th En-
gineer Company - (Dump
Truck) and - Headquarters
of " the . 577tn "Engineer
Battalion, - T

The - completion of the
CH—A?-heliport»marks anoc-

" ther Iilestone in the de-

velomment of the.. Free
Wbrld>Forcesif~cantonment
area in Tuy Hoa, -

'

PORTION

e

NHON FIELD

_ :.These A cargo
Planes include;the‘celBO,

(C-133, C-124," the ¢Ls;,

at  Qui Nhon ,Airf?e%dif'_ﬁorean alrcraft and the
thanks " to 4 resurfacing +.C~118, which is used for

'projectifcpmpleted by the

73d  Engineer- Company -
~(Construction=‘-~Support)
‘recently, .

The asphalt platdon of

the 73d, which is' assign-
ed . to- the 84th Engineer
-Battalion~1(Con§ﬁruction)

the oteems ‘_;‘resuff#@éﬁfﬁijloO"feét'of
© Steering | the 55000;fdétfaifstrip.

Almost 2,000 téns of hot

i - .asphalt. were spread

over thp‘lO0,000-sQUare~

- oot section of ‘the field
or cuts and ..;79“ S€

in “six working days,

The subgrage repair and -
~ the Placement of = Z<~inch

dayer ° of asphalt  make
rossible - the: landing of
: of medium-
size -cargo ‘Planes ‘on a
strip

-asphalt frop the

80 to 120 tons

per hour,

" that  had beeh're-_
. served  for smaller ajp—

,'evacuating Litter patie-
'ims‘ﬁmnhm'

evacwtion
hospitals in Qui Nhon,

The Froject was note-

. Worthy because it marked

the first utilization of

hew hot mix asphaTt plant/
in the Phu Tai  Valley
construction support cam
plék:“'Thé‘plant‘produceA
‘of thig

Superior blend of Q§phalﬁ

: 3
In the runway paviqﬂ
Jjob, trucks rushed fiy
ished asphalt with a te/
pPerature of 250 to,ﬁ
degrees Fahrenheit Fom

. the plant' to the f%;?’
where a paver placd 1t

~ down on the airstris

~Bd's
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HEADS STTTH -

'MAJ Garl P, Rudolph has .
assumed  command of ‘the

577th Engineer Battalion
{Censtruction) near Tuy
Hoa., - -

1AJ " Budolph, shose pan

"rents live in-Clovis, -New

Mexiey, comes to  the

' 577%h . from an assignment

with the < 173d Airborme.
Brigade,.-He has been in
Vietnam sincee. May, 1966..
. MAJ.: Rudolph graduated .

from Texas Tech at Lub-
bock, . Tecas- in 1952 and .
ob‘bauted his engineering
degree from the Missouri -

School - of Mines “in 1961, -

He is. a. 'member of the So=-
ciety :of . American - Mili
tary Engineers  ‘and- the
+ -Amerdcan Soc:.ety of: C:t'v'il
Engipeers, = -

He has -been amrded the
Army Commendation = Medal.

Ad RODOL PH TAKE FIVE

= pondence courses,

.‘ PAGE 5

'WHY ARE YOU B£RE?

By Chaplain (MAJ) Thomas L, Strayhand’
hSth Englneer Group = -

A notedﬂec’bm‘er and social worker. asked 2 group of-
mental patlents , "hy are you here?" One oubspoken
member of the group replied, "We are here because\we ‘
are not all there," - ;

This is certainly not true of us. We know owr. m:Ls-\
sion as it.is stated in- glowing-- terms, 4o deter ag-
gression, _halt the spread of cormunism, permit. free
elections, help-our Southeast Asian mneighbors, pre-
serve demeeracy.and many ~other reasons, In addition-
to our support of the-over-all mission, vwhat are we
doing.in our little. time that we.g¢an call our own?

Letts  consider a few of the. “elther—ors" we flnd,f
“ayailable 40" us,

You can .improve your educational level or remain as’
you are, Many of our friends are enrclled in corres-

You can léarn-something of the language and customs
-ef the people or continue-to live with-ywur -precon-
ceived Botions "and hearsay,

You can save money for the  things-you wamk im the
‘future or.spend - it for things you hope to forget in

with Ist.Gak Leaf Cluster, the future,

the Air. Medal and Domini~-
“can - Republlc '
. Medal, :

QCTH FlLLS

Tt -isntt.eften that :on\,
engineer unit is ealled
upon -to -provide security
for -another, but thatfs
exactly what the 3d Pla-

‘toon of Company -A, 19th

Engineer . Battal:.qn(com-
bat)is doing,

The 3d Platodn,
2LT David A, Paddeck, is
guarding = headquarters,
35th
(Combat) at Hammond Fisld
35.
Nhon,

Until recen-t.ly, ele-
ments of the. lst Cavalry -
Divisiom (Airmobile) pro-
vided security for ' the
35th, -When. . the Cavalry
units moved north,

and built sand; log and
timber bunkers ‘and set-up -
a defensive perimeter,
 Suprisingly enough ,
the  men don't seen 'bo
- mind theu guard ‘assign-

ments, . -according o LT
Paddock. Most of ‘them-
- comnsut . that "The time

~ seems to pass fasper.®

Service. --- or - spend.- the. rest. of your life trying to defend the_

led by

Engineer -Battalion Plakoon of G Qomnany,

mlles north oi‘ -Qui. (Combat) is . busily enga~—-

the ' pviatiom.Battalion.
~ engigeer platoon moved i& i

~~la.ndiug»and taking off, .

. about living at the Spe~
_"¢ial Forces camp.
"With six and one half"

. You can. leave .s -good impression -and. a good record i
record you left. . _

You can show that. soldiers : have pmde and’ moral
dintegrity or lock ‘them up so tbey don't bother you

©wmtil your-DERCS date.

You ¢an increase - your devotion, will power -and -
strengt.n of eharacter or lose. it because you never X
used it. X

what are’ vou doing here? "The answer my: i‘rlend
is blomng '4in the wind," and you know the answer best ~

{9TH BUILDS RUNWAY
FOR SPECIAL FORCES

(Continued fran’ Page 2) -
Raleigh Steed, the 2d -

AN

7

days. being devoted to the
- girstrip we are usually
. able  to. squeeze in some
19th Fngineer Battalion +time for = self help work
around ~ the compuund ,"
‘said LT Steed, This in- -
- ¢ludes the building eof
training facilities and
welding of gates.

ged in ccnsbru«tlng a
b Q00~2ook rumway and 700
by 200 foot parking apron
to accomodake C~123s, C.
130s * and-- L-19s.. of the With the Tiger Division-- -
" famed. 219%h. tHeadhunterst ~providing secukity alopg
"~ the rough, well- wornm ..
Highway 6B, trucks -bring
food, mail .and supplies-: -
dally to the engineers of
- Charlie Company, .
LT Steed also arranged

AY present C-123s--
well as L=19s == = comba‘b
supveillance crafts.which
. skim the teeecbops ~= are

 Judging . from the com~  through Qui Nhon Special .
-memts, none of the engi~ Serwides to import movies
‘neers ~have any qualms such as "Harlow" and: The.

Young .Lovers" - 1o the Van

an.h camp, .
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‘ME TARZAN

 JUNGLE tNGl NEERS‘

- "Thé  jungle road buile
ders" is a name that may
well be applied to memw
bers of the 5724 Englneer
Company (Light Equbpment)
who twice in the last
' seven months have carved
a - thoroughfare “through
dense Jungle.

. Last  August the (5724,
sssisted by Company A of
the 39th Engineer Batta-
bl?sted
Aand bulldozed its way
through 13 miles of moun-
talnous Jungle to build:
What has become  a two-
1ane, heavily ~traveled
awess road from Port
Lane, Vung Re to Highway
QL-1, |

- Now the 572d has dupli-
cated that ‘feat, Using.
practlcally the same me~
Yhods, -the light equip-
ment coipany, led by 2LT
John J, Taite 11T, pro-

ject offlcer, has -com=
pleted & ..one=lare, .13
mile pioneer road = from

Highway QL-1 to a signal
site atop a' hill-over-~-
1loking the hlghway. The-
road was constructeu in
" six weeks and is ‘still
belng improved,

.. The " signal site, whlch
is LOO feet above  the
mlghway and about 2000
feet above sea level, was-
- built concurrentlyﬁcw1th
the road by the 5724 and
§ne 2d Platoon of Company
C 39th Engineer Battal~
;on. Operation of -the
gignal = tower improves
communication between Tuy
Hoa - South Airfield, Ninh
Hoa, Nha ' Trang and .Cam

Raph Bay, thereby facili- -

tatlng the planning of
logistical and . combat
soperatlons by Allled For-
ces.

~Oonstructlon /of ,{the

road might. have been an-

englneerlng nightmare for
any wnit but the 572d,-
Large boulders  covered
the c¢lay soil of the: -hill
31de, and -often work was
slowed to a crawl because
of the amount of hlasting
necessary %to  clear the
right of way,}pémolition'i

£E8,

. ry exXplosives

to be

“dense jungle
.the hilltop by hand, with

-to improve " the

crews used 52 tons of ex-
plosives during the pro-
jeet; these included 15-
and A4O0-pound shape char-
L4O-pound - craterlng
charges, dynmnlte - and
TNT.. ‘

Elghty 35S of rain.
fell aurlng the c¢onstruc-
tion perlod and continu-
ally hamperod ‘progress,’
Mud, '
tions of the road alréady”
cut, prevented the trans-
portatlon of fuel and ex-
p1051ves by vehicle: Ens
gineers often had to car-
on  their
backs for over a mile up
the steep grade,

Considering the ‘weather
and adverse- terrmln, .
malntenance problems were
surprlslngly' " minimal,
Bits  on -rock drills had
changed often be-
cause of the large quan-
tity of rock encountcred
New D-7E-bulldozers were-
somewhat  hindered by the
steep slope, but thanks
to proper maintenance and’
supervision, - they were:
always operational,

Ground. work ‘for - ‘the
“signal site was done by
the 2d Platoon of Company
C, 3%9th Battﬁllon.- ‘The

_engineers .did most. of the

grubbing: “and :clearing of

growth .at

the help of “explesives,
Besides = the signal

" tower, Company C -also
built ‘a quonsed that
houses 30° _signal troons

- work at the site, and’
steel = comtainers that
hold - computers. Const—..
ruction materlals " were

- air-lifted to the site by.

helicopters  when weather
conditions allowed it,
‘The -1st Platopn of the
5724 Engineer’ -Company 1y’
under the direction of
SSG Willie Walker and SSG -
Vernon Owens, continues
road by
and in-

cutting . grades

. stalling " a ‘drainage sys—

tem, The road is design-
ed- for llght trafflc
only,

-tain operations. -

developing on por--'

. tions,.

{
{
‘the rains threatened tOx'é
{
5

T gl )\
.of .the first C—lBO after. '
18 days of steady work. = |

- 2,000-foot dirt runway,, 3
'ASth Greup engineers, had .

35TH REPAIRS
LZ ENGLISH. o/

(Contlnued from Page l) T
During this top = prior- .
ity assignment it was nec=-
cessary to keep a minimum.
of 1,500 feet of runway-
open at &ll ﬁimés:to,sus-
This -
would keep the :flow of .
troops . and supplies mov~ -
1ng cayiand night. .
In early February Come:

pany B of the-35th Engn_: W

neer Battalion, .commanded
by - CPT Douglas J, Hirtey

‘began the task of repair- -

ing the substandard. sece -
The - repair con=- .

sisted -of :removing .the .
existing MbAlL. . mattlng o
scarifying - (tearing ups;.
the ; existing : surface,-

adding . £i11; gradlng, sea;

ling with asphalt and fi-

‘nally replaclng the mat—'

ting. . -
A total of ASO cublc;
yards of compacted F£i11

placed onto.the air- .

:strlp and then covered;J
with 13, OOO gallons of ‘»‘
.asphalt, A~ .

Since the laylng ~of
M8Al was a new experlence
for -B ComDany combat-.en—
glneers, two days.of. tra-
1n1ng were.-set aside, - .

As the days wore on the.
englneers dlscovered that.
removal of . the mattlng'
was. expedited by breaking .
it into sections and tow1ng
it off to the sides fof~\
disassembly, ., g

Weather also . proved to~§“
be a constant handicap as. |

completely saturate. the [
entire runway. . s
Operating on an "around; !
the clock". basis, B Comp-
an33 with’ a551stance .

AT

y -saw t e

Bac-Tlen,‘?;fﬁé ' .oldf {
French' airstrip, . hadv !
undergone | R camplete 'f

\

transformation, From ..a

created a 3,600—foot alru"
fleld . o L %




to Tuy Hoa Air Force
7 . R drag; ed from the water as shape charge under water,
Base, It is 13 miles . ) s
if +thevy were vpieces of It did the trick and foot
long and has two mll@s of ¢ .
balsa wood., Holes were by foot the massive slab
branch lines. o . X
. drilled with a jack ham-  was drazged  onto the
Problems have been nu- Z 3
. : mer and steel cable shore.
merous during more than
two months of construc-
tion, In one spot the
pipeline had tO te laid ~Ty Answar 1o Previeus Puxzle i
over a high mountain pass CROSSWORD PUZZLE _ . .

. . sy . EERB T HIEY BAWAL i
W —1it- THIEVERWAS
rith steep, boulder-lit- ACROSS 3-Figure of AlL|elEHEREREAlLILY
tered slopes. On one < Ethiopiart 1t ;.,4ﬁ§dxf Ol EIEEIRER AL BRHAE] -

. -Eitopiare title © © AHiket - o T 1 .
slope IT McDuff and his ,M®$c‘ B Without end ﬂuiﬁwgéﬁg@éyg :
crew used Bangalore tor-- groups st} o NEEEBEN G '

. 9-Farm aninal 4 MIE LIAISIS EDERE N
peqoes .to .tlast thI‘O'llgh 12-Mehammedan 7,%’?;;?61‘ respact 2 C,JE’% _IJ:T‘S LIATY
thitk foliage; a -group of - name 8-Thick slice PlRIAL BRSINIYEESI(ITE] ¢

. o . 13-Royai S-Easy gait LiAPEDL GRRG ALY !
Vietnamese brush clearers . La-Fxist 10-Native metal CioE AL DAL PED)
followed them and chopped ! 35-Clothes basket 1111 Ol AILERLIONERE 1 £A

. i} - PP 17-Mended with 16-LiM with lever Al LI E SN IEBRDIE N
d +hi b k with ma- - - 1&.Competitor t
OWIL e TUsSit Wl A cotton 20-Strike io
19-irritate. 21-Rubbie
chetes. . : 20-Custom 22-Bar lagaily 32-River island 43-Carton
The engineers then low- ° 21.Depend on 23-Cut of meat 35.Fruit . 44-3&5:1{;1
. . . 25-Gwrgical thread  36-Man's nickname chioride
er?d pipe down the slope, B ii_g:g:g:at 26 Worthless thing  37-Taper 45-Hasten
using a high wire and ! 27 Employ (stang) 3@.Fundamentat . 46-Proncun
troll . ) % : 28.Stroke . - 28-Dance step 40-Man's nickname  47-Song

rolley system - strung ° Sottors unusual | 2-Free of az.Gitl's 48.Female sheep”
from the back of a +truck. : 36-Pronoun p Ji-Hinder nickname 51-Eteposxtzon
Then +they carried the g;gf;“‘ AN A P '
pipe into place,. crossing ! 33.Note of scale 2
treacherous boulders that ) ¥4-Memoranda 'z
had been slickened by“ ey 15

S . 37.Policeman
mons : (slang} RRORNE
onsocn rains. X 18- Blemiah , R

Probably the chief ob- 39-Fiying mammal v jaz -
staqle has been the ; Ao tuapen = /
scarc1ty of access points ! £3-5sdy =
in| one six-mile stretch. e Portons
On} each side of. the pro- : 49-River island 34

' 50.Locations
pQSGd Dlpelme route were : 52-Qrdinance * bosy [ues
rﬁce padules more than a . 53-8ign of zodias RN 42 o4l R
1 d Because of 54.Tally R NS AR
mile wide. ecause O Seorean of sight - |44 et
-~ /this,  212-pound secticns ‘ - .
/ : DOWN 1 ) :
had to be carried by hand | Loh -
-LGheer " 4
up to 22 I?lles. The . 24 state 53 5 ) )
180th Aviation Company . (bbr} MﬂrbyVmW( 50
_eased the engineers! task , {
a bit by furnishing CE-LT | -
- : ’ vy DXIY.
Chinook  helicopters to ! . For Use I Auimelt Sevics Yol
) S * it
haul 900—pound valves in{ /7
agsible .
the most ° inaccessiblz R W fJCiﬂ.,*M,,uaw
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643D BU LPS
POL LINE

Construction ‘of an &-
inch pipeline that will
furnish wvital petroleum,

0il and lubricants (POL)
products to U. S. Army
and Air Force units in
the Tuy Hoa area, is now

90 percent complete.
The 24 Platoon of the

64,3d EBngineer Company
(Pipeline) (Construction
Support), led : by 1LT

Charles R. McDuff and SFC
Monroe  Crouthers, is
building the  pipeline
from Port Lane, Vung Ro

areas.

Z

9TH

N

”~

"

i
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CONCRETE

SLABS FROM RIVER
Tt tofi],000 horse-

power
triever
of
by
Company

combat

Vehicular Tank Re-
(VTR)

and a bit

demolitions ingenuity
engineers
A, 39th Engineer

of

Batta llon.(Combut) to re-—
trieve four T-beain-slabs

from a
stream.

This

swift

noving

was done to clear

a site for a timber tres—

tle

QL-1 north of Tuy Hoa.

Three

of the-

bridge on Highway

70,000~

pound concrete slabs were

passed through, The ends
were then fastened with
cable clamps and hooked
to the VTR, which was
manned by a tank retrier
ver crew from Delta Com-
pany ' of the 704th Moine

tenance Battalion. ;

The fourth slab posed 2
problem in that it was
buried in four feet of
sand and inaccessible to
a jack hammer,

At this point the engl-
neers employed a JS—pound




r/l
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- 45TH GROU
. PROMOT ws

HHC, A45TH ENGR GP
15G Robert E, McCarthy
SFC William F, Reppert
SP4 Mitchell Alexander
SP4 Larry E., Atkins
SPL Barry A. Brinkmeier
SPL4 LaVaughn E. Bryant
SPL Donald C, Friesen
SP4 Donald S, Griffith
SPL Lee G, Mott

Pl James H. Olson

SPL John J. Quill

SPL Lerry J. Wasson
SPL Carl L. Webb

SPL4 Ronald P. Vigneri
SP4 Dennis J. Boor
SP4 John L, Bvans
SPL Norman G, Garuner
SPL Jimmie Jones
. SP4 Robert Roybal

SPL Roy D, Tipton

SPL Jchn D, West

19TH BNGR BN

HHC

SPL Dennis L, Bastlake
SPL William M, Sloan
€O A . o
5P5 | Richard L " Knecht
SP5 Bill J, Williams
SPL Sldppy S. Sparks
SPL Roger A, Naas

SP4 Larry D, Prokop
SPL Roger T. Rose

SPL Johnny C. Flowers
CO B

F3G Bobby R. Harkness
CoC

1LT Dennis I. Kriegel
1LT George R, Carpenter
3GT James E, Bay

SP5 Jimmie A. Fulton
SPh4 Martinez O, Luna
SP4 Joe P, Ortiz

3Pk Tyrone P, Mullenbach
5P, Milan L. Robison
SPL Jesse J., Guptin
SPL4 Richard Childress -

8Pk Eugene T. lays - -

SPL Robert 4, Miller

SPL Henry E, Anderson

SPL Cecil W, Eggert

SP4 Michael C, Missey
SPL Frederick J, Friend
5PL Charles Brown
509TH ENGR CO

SPL Felix E. Jones

SPL Ernest J, Buck
55LTH ENGR CO

PSG Clifford A, Simmons
PSG William H. Klafner
SPL James R, Thoroughman
SPL Robert J, Sbarboro .
SP4 John R, Hamers

SP), Harlan R, Robins

. 8P5 Justi

- SP5 Michael J.
‘SPA Staley

ﬂ""’**\n

- SPL.Philip G. Stvek

SPL James E. Fisher.
SPL Michael C. Leduc

- 35TH ENGR_BN

HHC P
¢ Manning
Co A. N
SFC . James S, Spurllng
PSG Fugene Rasmussen

. SGT Robert A, Delewinski

SPL Steven G. Drake

-SPL Victor H. Tyler.

39TH ENGR BN

BHC

CPT Kenneth Wo He Chun
SFC Ira E. Gibson

SFC Joseph R. Turner
355G Melvin Drew

SGT Russell M., Gregory
3P5 David Artybridge
SP5 Jerry D, Clay

SPL Gary L. Firman

SP4 Louis R, Srncik
SP4 David L, Martin
5?4 Larry K, Barnes
SPL Robert S, Robinette
SP)L Dennis H, Lemm
5P/, Roger A. Fancher
SPL Edward V, McKee

SPL Roman Wisniewski

SPL Joseph M., Welss
SPL, Michael D, Jackson
CO &

PSG Conrad F. Jacomaccl
553D ENGR CO

PSG Dennis C. Terry
SP4 Jon L, Okapal

SP4 Charles C, Shaw
SPL, Joseph W, Ealonis
572D ENGR CO

SPL Ronald E. Hanson
SPL Kenneth D, Gaunce

84,TH ENGR BN

HHC
MAJ lercy P. James
CO A

SFC Botbie J. Anderson
SFC Kyle R. Rice

CcoOD

SFC Raymond H. Morgan
SFC Gerald G, HMartin
SPL Dick R. Kump

73D ENGR CO

- 1LT Gary G. Baxel
- P3G James S, Lang

577TH ENGR BN |

HHC

SP5 Ronald P, Fuccillo
Place

Jones Jr.

o

- ALT William D..
: 553d Engr Co

MARCH 22, 1967

AWARDS

Distinguished Flying Cross
MAJ Jchn W, Furrer, 45th -
Engr Gp .

COL George M, Bush hSth
ngr Gp o J

-Brongze Star :

MAJ  Robert .D. Cfem.er3
39th Zngr Bn - SR
MAJ  William -Jobson;

4L5th . .Engr Gp

- MSG Harry G. Van01l Co B
577th Engr Bn .

Army Commendation Medal
N@wling

1LT William H, Skkorskl,
513th Engr Co

- Purple Heart - 1st Oak
‘Leaf Cluster

PFC Louis F. Walker III

'Co B, 39th Engr Bn
- PFC Rogﬂr A,

-Harmon, Co B
39th Engr En

Purple Heart . -
S3G Edgar:D. Matherly, Co

" B, 39th Engr Bn: R
8P4 T. J. Beck Jr., Co B,

39th Engr Bn . .

SPl. Gene Choguette, Co B;
39th Engr Bn E
5PL Dave P. Lérner; Co B,
39th Engr Ba. ’
PFC John E. . Demarlnls, Co
B, 39th ngr En

PFC Roger A, Hurmon, Co B
39th Ingr Bn

PFC Daniel F, O'Brien, Co
B, 39th Engr Bn

SPL George J. Splinter

CO A

- 1LT Joseph F. Schiavone

SFC David S, Cordasco

SFC-William Vanover

CO B

SFC Dewitt Woods

SFC Wilford Peppers

coD .

SP5 SP5 John C. Wbods o
5F5 Barl R, Halterman

SF5 Jerry L. Parker .

8P, Charles W, Wehrmeyer

SP4 Charles H, Reinherdbt

SPL Arthur E. Ayers

SP4 Joe F, Rosetta -

SP4 Richard T. Smallen

- 643D ENGR CO

TIT Chariss R. McDuff
SGT Johnny L. Crenshaw
5P5 Edward W. Patton



