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From the Pastor’s Desk
This offering is a prod to live at your very best, showing your gratitude to God by being
openly obedient to the plain meaning of the Message of Christ. —2 Corinthians 9:13
(MSG)
It is stewardship time. (Can you hear the collective groan of Presbyterians around the
country?) Teaching on stewardship is not a necessary evil. It is vital to a faithful walk
with God. There are two things that reveal the kind of relationship we have with the
Lord—our time and our money. Faithfulness in those two areas set the course of our
lives, so it is important that we teach about stewardship from the pulpit, in our Sunday
School, and in our homes.
Here is the challenge God puts before us: “Test me in this and see…” (Malachi 3:10).
God wants to prove himself. Acting by faith is both an anxious as well as an
exhilarating experience. Nothing challenges and grows our faith like experiencing
God’s provision when we are faithful in tithing. I do not know that I have ever met
anyone who said they could “afford” to tithe. I do not think it is in our nature to do it.
Tithing is a spiritual encounter with the God who loves us. He wants to demonstrate his love for you in a real and
tangible way.
I will begin preaching a series of sermons on stewardship on September 17, which will culminate on Commitment
Sunday, October 8. In a few weeks you will receive a letter with a pledge card for the 2018 Budget and a proposed 2018
narrative budget. The budget reﬂects what we sense God is calling us to be and do in the coming year. The deacons,
session, and various committees have worked hard to put this budget together.
After you have made your commitment to God, bring your pledge card to church on Sunday, October 8. During the
service, we will come forward and place our pledge cards on the communion table as we commit ourselves to becoming
fully devoted disciples.
As we prepare to receive a new pastor, let us trust God with the future and come with expectant hearts knowing God will
“open the windows of heaven for you and pour down for you an overﬂowing blessing.”
Blessings,

Mike

Building & Grounds
The Session has created a Property Committee with the
mission to protect, preserve, maintain and upgrade
Westminster's buildings and grounds through the handson ministry of the congregation. This will include contracts,
digital technology, building and grounds, and the kitchen. If
you have any questions or comments, or would like to work
with one of the subcommittees, contact the Property
Committee by email, property@wpchattiesburg.com, or
leave a note at the WPC office.
www.westminster-hattiesburg.com

Wes Brooks, Editor
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A Word From the Director of Discipleship
We had a wonderful Rally Day back on August 6. We enjoyed good
food and fellowship, backpacks were blessed, we worshipped
together, and our Sunday School teachers were commissioned. A
week later, Erik and Ginny Graham hosted a fun back-to-school
swimming party at their home. And now? Well, now the school year
has officially started, and that means that Westminster is about
swing back into our regularly scheduled weekly programming!
Wednesday night dinners will resume September 6 at 5:30 p.m. in
Montague Hall. The meal will be prepared, so come and enjoy
supper with your church family. Following dinner, the youth will
share pictures and stories about their summer trips. We have also
invited the Liberty Ministries men to join us. The following
Wednesday, September 13, the Boswell Choir will come and sing for
us in the sanctuary at 5:45! Following their program, we will join the choir in Montague Hall for pizza
and salad. Please don’t miss this special annual event! Regular Wednesday evening activities will
resume on September 20 with dinner, children’s choir and study, youth Bible study, and adult Bible
studies.
Remember! During the school year, potluck dinners are held on the last Wednesday of the month!
This month’s potluck will be September 27. All other Wednesday night meals are provided. A
donation basket is available for those meals, but everyone is invited to eat.
Be watching the newsletter, bulletins, webpage, and Face Book for happenings at Westminster this
fall. Bible studies are meeting, the New Beginnings group is gearing up for a great year, committees
are meeting and planning, parking lot fund raisers are about to start, children and youth ministries
are meeting weekly again—we have a lot going on, and there is absolutely a place for YOU to get
plugged in!
Blessings,

Tommy
This year we're starting a new program
called "Second Sundays" for those
people who would like to sing in the
choir but don't have the time every
week. The second Sunday of each
month we will sing a unison or 2-part anthem, still beautiful but easy to sing. We'll get it ready on
the Wednesday night before in a half-hour rehearsal.

"Second Sunday" is here!

We start

on Wednesday, September 6, practicing from 7:00 pm to 7:30 pm (nursery provided). Just an extra
half-hour once a month, and you can add your voice to the choir! All are welcome. Give it a try!
www.westminster-hattiesburg.com

Wes Brooks, Editor
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A Visit from Victor!
In the summer of 2016, Westminster welcomed a
visitor for several weeks. Dr. Victor Wang was serving
as a guest lecturer at Southern Miss in the math
department. While he was in Hattiesburg, he
worshipped at Westminster. He also shared stories of
what it's like to be a member of a Christian church in
China, along with the challenges he and his fellow
Christians face within the communist country. He
expressed what a joy it is to be able to walk into a
church in the United States without any fear of being
noticed; to live out your faith in the open without fear.
Our church gave Victor a nice send-off at the end of his
tenure at USM.

Victor Wang attended
Sunday School during
his Summer 2017 stay
in Hattiesburg.

Three weeks ago, it was a surprise to have Victor
return to our church. This time, he had come to the U.S.
to visit a friend in Memphis who is battling cancer.
During his travels, he spent about two weeks in
Hattiesburg, joining us for potluck supper and during
worship services and Sunday School. Victor shared
stories about his work as a math professor, what it is
like to live in a city of over twenty million people, and
what his church is like. He also brought a book filled
with about seventy small cut-paper artworks.
There must be a big difference in the way we live in
Hattiesburg, and what life is like in Beijing. Victor
explained that while he is here, he likes to make the
paper artworks. He said that he needs a calm and quiet
place to create the small, intricately cut crosses, and
it's not like that in his city. The artworks are made by
folding a piece of paper several times, and then making
tiny cuts with a fingernail clipper. This work is
something he invented; it is not an ancient Chinese
tradition. Several people who were observing his
explanation were able to choose an artwork to keep.
We will treasure these beautiful examples of his
generosity as a way to remember the joy with which he
shares his love of Christ. As the hymn states, "We are
One in the Spirit, We are One in the Lord.”

Cut paper artworks are made from
folded paper. Every one has a cross at
the center. No two are the same.
www.westminster-hattiesburg.com

Wes Brooks, Editor
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Quick! Find a pencil and grab your calendar, because
there are some important dates for Presbyterian
Women to reserve in September.
Join Presbyterians from across Mississippi on November 4
to celebrate 200 years of shared history and mission. Be
inspired through God-honoring preaching and worship; be
enriched through a keynote address on history and vision;
be equipped for mission through opportunities for
Christian service; be joyful through music and song.
Presbyterians and Presbyterian congregations from all
historic Presbyterian denominations in Mississippi are
welcome at this homecoming celebration as we look
toward Christ, our "hope for years to come." (Ps. 90)

September 12 and 13. Westminster’s three Circles will
meet. Circle leaders will be in touch with all women in
our congregation to invite you to a circle meeting with
details about times. This month we begin a new Bible
study, “Cloud of Witnesses.”

10:00 a.m. Worship Service: Rev. Dr. David Jussely (PCA)
Belhaven University Center for the Arts
835 Riverside Dr., Jackson, MS 39201

September 24. On this Sunday morning, at 9:15, PW will
host a breakfast buffet for the church family. There will
also be a short program about the annual Thank
Offering while children and youth attend Sunday School
classes.

11:00 a.m. Keynote Address: Dr. Milton Winter (PCUSA)
Mississippi Presbyterian History and Its Future
Belhaven University Center for the Arts
835 Riverside Dr., Jackson, MS 39202
12:30 p.m. Complimentary Luncheon
Belhaven University Dr. Billy Kim Int. Center
1500 Peachtree St., Jackson, MS 39202
12:30-2:30 p.m. Campus Tours and Mission Fair
Belhaven University Dr. Billy Kim Int. Center
1500 Peachtree St., Jackson, MS 39202
3:00 p.m. Concert
Covenant Presbyterian Church (EPC)
4000 Ridgewood Rd., Jackson, MS 39211

AUGUST ATTENDANCE
AUGUST 6

119

AUGUST 13

113

AUGUST 20

102

AUGUST 27

114

www.westminster-hattiesburg.com

September 16. It’s time for a short road trip to the PW
Cluster meeting. This year all clusters will meet at First
Trinity in Laurel from 10:00 a.m. to 12:30 p.m. Lunch is
included. Plan to ride up with Westminster’s ladies. This
is a great time for fellowship as we travel by car,
combined with an opportunity to get to know other
women in our Presbytery during the meeting.

All Westminster women are reminded that PW supports
several local and denominational mission projects. In
addition, the organization hosts a number of events
during the year, such as receptions, baby showers,
family meals following a memorial service, etc. If you
are unable to attend Circle meetings, please consider
supporting our work by making a contribution. You can
give it to Mary Dayne Gregg, Kathryn Cummings, or
Martha Davis. They can also provide you with a copy of
the PW Directory and Handbook for 2017-2018.

New Bible Study
The Generations Sunday School Class is beginning a
new series of lessons. In this new church year, if you've
been thinking about attending an adult Sunday school
class and you haven't done it yet, this is your official
invitation to join us. The study is called Be Dynamic. It
focuses on the first twelve chapters of the book of Acts,
with commentary by Warren Wiersbe. A statement in the
introduction commends the author, saying, "He explains
the deep truths of Scripture in a way that everyone can
understand and apply." That sounds like a good reason
to make a commitment to participate not only in the
study, but also in the fellowship of the class as we
support each other on our faith journey. We meet at 9:30
in the Generations classroom, close to the elevator.
Please join us!
Wes Brooks, Editor
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Children & Youth
September 2
Parking Lot Fundraiser
12:00 p.m.
September 3
No Activity
September 6
Youth report on summer trips
September 9
Parking Lot Fundraiser
3:00 p.m.

On September 6 the Youth will report on their mission
trips this summer. You won’t want to miss it!

September 10
Grades 3-5 & Youth
September 17
Youth
September 24
Grades 3-5 & Youth
September 30
Parking Lot Fundraiser
3:00 p.m.

www.westminster-hattiesburg.com

Wes Brooks, Editor
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SEPTEMBER CALENDAR
Sunday

Monday

Tuesday

1
12:00 PM Brown Bag Bible Study 2
5:30 PM Potluck Dinner
7:00 PM Chancel Choir Rehearsal 3
6:30 AM Men of the Church Weekly Breakfast, Shoney’s
12:00 PM ShareCare 4
3
4
5
COMMUNION SUNDAY
9:30 AM PW
8:30 Inviting
Coordinating Team
LABOR DAY
Committee
12:00 PM Brown Bag
OFFICE
CLOSED
9:30 SUNDAY SCHOOL
Bible Study
10:30 AM Worship
11:30 Property
Meeting

Wednesday

Thursday

Friday

Saturday

1

2
USM FOOTBALL
12:00 p.m. Youth
Parking Lot
Fundraiser

6
5:30 PM Wednesday
Night Supper
6:00 Youth
Presentation of
Summer Missions
7:00 PM Chancel
Choir Rehearsal

7
6:30 AM Men of the
Church Weekly
Breakfast, Shoney’s

8

9
USM FOOTBALL
3:00 p.m. Youth
Parking Lot
Fundraiser

10
9:30 AM Sunday
School
10:30 AM Worship &
PW Installation
11:30 AM Diaconate
12:30 PM Session
5:00 PM Grades 3-5 &
Youth

11

12
9:30 AM Circle 1
12:00 PM Brown Bag
Bible Study
7:00 PM Circle 2

13
5:30 PM Wednesday
Night Supper
6:00 Circle 3
7:00 PM Chancel
Choir Rehearsal

14
6:30 AM Men of the
Church Weekly
Breakfast, Shoney's

15

16
9:00 AM Men of the
Church Breakfast
10:00 AM PW Fall
Cluster at First Trinity
in Laurel

17
9:30 AM Sunday
School
10:30 AM Worship
11:30 AM
Administration
Meeting
5:00 PM Youth

18
12:00 PM New
Beginnings

19
11:00 AM PW Prayer
Meeting
12:00 PM Brown Bag
Bible Study

20
5:30 PM Wednesday
Night Supper
7:00 PM Chancel
Choir Rehearsal

21
6:30 AM Men of the
Church Weekly
Breakfast, Shoney's

22

23

24
9:30 AM PW Thank
Offering Breakfast
9:30 AM Sunday
School
10:30 AM Worship
5:00 PM Grades 3-5 &
Youth

25

26
12:00 PM Brown Bag
Bible Study

27
5:30 PM Wednesday
Night Supper
7:00 PM Chancel
Choir Rehearsal

28
6:30 AM Men of the
Church Weekly
Breakfast, Shoney's

29
6:30 AM Men of the
Church Weekly
Breakfast, Shoney's

NEWSLETTER
DEADLINE

30
USM FOOTBALL
3:00 p.m. Youth
Parking Lot
Fundraiser

SEPTEMBER BIRTHDAYS
3 Robin Roberts

13 Connie Roberts

21 Mary Ariail

26

Florence Myers

6 Julia Haydel

15 Carrie Cromartie

22 Betsie McDaniel

27

Janet Burke

7 John Turner

15 Charles Hogrefe

23 Charles Brown

27

Raoul Jerome

9 Catherine Holland

15 Catherine Sampson

23 Lola Norris

29

Keith McLarnan

12 Sharon Lesback

17 David Garraway

25 Sinclair Lundy

29

Henry Haydel

12 Jimmy Myers

17 Carol Hickman

25 Margaret Buckley

www.westminster-hattiesburg.com
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