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Deerfield Township Fire and Rescue
30 E. Burnside Rd. North Branch, MI 48461  (810)793-6623  Fax (810)793-4423

        Louis Wiegele, Fire Chief


      Rodney Simpson, Asst. Fire Chief

MEMBER INFORMATION PACKAGE

WHAT SERVICES DOES DEERFIELD TWP. F.D. RESPOND TO?

         -Fire Calls -Structures, Cars, Grass, Etc.

         -Rescue Calls (Jaws of Life)

         -Mutual Aid Calls (Outside Deerfield Twp)

         -P.I. Accidents (Personal Injury Accidents)

         -P.D.A.’s for washdowns,if needed

         -Ice Rescues

         -Confined Space Rescues

         -HazMat incidents--Decontamination        

         -Wires Down,Gas Leaks,Etc.

         -CO Detector/Smoke Detector Activation’s

         -Manpower assists-missing person searches,etc.


-Medical Calls

DOES DEERFIELD F.D. RESPOND TO MEDICAL (AMBULANCE) CALLS?

         -We are called occasionally to assist Lapeer County E.M.S.  

              (Lifting,etc.)

-We respond to ALL medical calls in our township, but we DO NOT        transport patients to the hospital, We assist and stabilize then the incoming ambulance service transports the patient to the hospital.
HOW MANY CALLS DOES DEERFIELD F.D. RESPOND TO A YEAR?

         -We respond to an average of 110-120 calls per year.

            Boundaries 





NORTH – Castle Road





SOUTH – Norway Lake Road





WEST – Lonesberry Road





EAST – Five Lakes Road

WHAT ABOUT INSURANCE?

*As a member of Deerfield FD you are fully covered by workman’s     compensation insurance.  If you are injured during a fire department operation all medical costs will be covered, and you will receive a weekly compensation check.

*As a member you are covered by a life insurance policy by the Township.  If you die, in the line of duty, your family will receive $25,000 from Deerfield Twp.

WHAT ABOUT PAY?

    *You receive pay for each F.D. meeting, and training session, you 

      attend.

    *Our pay rate for, emergency incidents, depends on your position.

             Probation---------------------------$8 per hour

             Certified Fire Fighter-------------$12 per hour

ARE THERE OTHER BENEFITS, BESIDES PAY AND INSURANCE?

*As a member of Deerfield FD you can become a member of the Michigan State Firemen’s Ass’n.

*As a member of Deerfield FD you become a member of Lapeer County Firemens Ass’n.

    *You will receive a complete physical, bi-annually, at no cost.

    *Registration costs for all Fire Dept. related training will be paid by                      Deerfield FD.

WHAT TRAINING IS REQUIRED?

*ALL members of fire departments MUST become certified Firefighter ONE  within two years after they are hired. (Lapeer County certifies at Firefighter Two)

       --This is a state law--It involves 250 hours of training, which is 

         conducted on Monday, and Thursday, nights from 7-10pm at the county 

         training center behind Lapeer County Road Commission. There is also at 

         least one Saturday class per month (9am to 3pm). The classes usually 

         start in late September and run through the end of April (breaks are 

         taken for deer season, and Holidays)

   *As a member of Deerfield FD you must attend at least 60% of in-house                                                                                       training. This equates to about 28 hours per year.
Training sessions are held on the 1st,and 3rd Monday of every month.  There is a 9am,and 7pm training session both days.  The morning and 

    night session are identical, you may attend either session, or both if you 

    prefer.

   *There is also a Fire meeting held the second Monday of each month, at 7pm.

*There are also other training programs, normally held on weekends, around 

 the state that you are eligible to attend.

WHAT WILL BE COVERED IN THE TRAINING PROGRAMS/SESSIONS?

    -All facets of firefighting are taught  

          (Ventilation,Ladders,Apparatus,Forcible entry,etc.)

    -The emphasis of the training is firefighter safety.

    -You will learn everything from state laws, to the theory of fire 

     suppression.

    -This training is then re-inforced, and continuously repeated, in Deerfield FD 

     Training sessions.

WHAT CAN I DO, BEFORE , I GO THRU THE TRAINING?

    -You will be identified by a “Blue” stripe on your helmet, this shows that 

       you have not completed your basic firefighter training.  You will be 

       given support tasks to perform at incidents, and as you proceed through 

       your training you will be given tasks, at incidents., that coincide with 

       your level of training.

ARE THERE OTHER REQUIREMENTS?

     -You are not allowed to have a beard, or any facial hair, that will  

       interfere with the sealing surface of an air mask.

     -You must respond to 20% of the emergency calls.

     -You will be given “station duty” ,on a rotation, to clean, and maintain 

       the station and/or equipment.

     -You must obey all traffic laws when responding to a call, without lights 

       and siren AND must comply with Deerfield FD guidelines, and P.A. 300, with  lights and siren.     

WHAT ABOUT THE EQUIPMENT I NEED TO BE A FIREFIGHTER?

     -You will be provided with the highest level of personnel protective 

       equipment that is currently available.

                 -Helmet

                 -Nomex Hood

                 -Turn-Out Coat

                 -Nomex Gloves

                 -Turn-Out Pants

                 -Boots

                 -Latex gloves (Blood exposure)

                 -Rope (For hoisting tools)

           Plus-A Tone Alert Pager that notifies you of meetings, training 

            sessions, and ALL emergency incidents.

DO I NEED TO, OR CAN I,  PUT A LIGHT AND SIREN ON MY PERSONAL VEHICLE?

         -You are not required to install a light, and siren, on your personal  

           vehicle.

         -We DO NOT allow personnel to install a light, and siren, on their 

           personal vehicle until they have completed Firefighter One.

         -If you choose to install a light, and siren, on your vehicle, after 

           you have met the requirements listed above, the installation must be 

 approved by the Fire Chief, and is subject to an annual review. Personnel   must pay for their lights and siren if they choose to use them.

WHAT ABOUT DRIVING THE FIRE DEPARTMENTS VEHICLES?

         -You will be assigned to a department officer, as your training 

           officer.

         -This officer will train you on the apparatus, and driving, and when 

           they feel you are ready, they will follow department S.O.P’s to 

           certify you as a department driver.

         -You must re-certify as a driver every year.

I DON’T KNOW ALL THE ROADS IN THE TWP., HOW DO I LEARN THEM?

         -You will be given a “Road Book”, that lists all roads, and directions 

           to each one.

         -There is also a department training session each year on roads and 

           addresses.

HOW IS THE FIRE DEPARTMENT MANAGED?

         -We have the following officer structure                                                          

                            Fire Chief



   Assistant Fire Chief

               Day Shift                       Night Shift

              Captain                          Captain

              Leiutenant                      Leiutenant

              Safety Officer                  Safety Officer 

           -The officers are responsible for all operations, and programs under 

                the fire departments control.                            

HOW WILL I KNOW WHAT TO DO AT A INCIDENT?

     -Department S.O.G’s (Standard Operating Guidelines) outline the steps we 

        will take at an incident.

     -S.O.G.’s are constantly reviewed , and updated.             

     -When you arrive at a scene, report to the Stageing Officer for assignment.

IT SOUNDS LIKE A LOT TO REMEMBER, WHAT IF I HAVE QUESTIONS?

     -You will have a officer assigned to you as your “training officer”, they 

      will train you and answer questions as they arise

     -They are your “Dutch Uncle” and will help, and watch out for you.

IF YOU HAVE A QUESTION, ASK SOMEONE, EVERY MEMBER OF THE 

          DEERFIELD F.D. IS MORE THAN WILLING TO HELP! 

HOW WILL I KEEP TRACK OF EVERYTHING THAT IS GOING ON?

      -We publish a “Schedule” of activities each year.

      -The schedule gives the date, and time, of each activity and 

        details on the activity.

      -By attending fire department meetings.    

”PRIDE AND DEDICATION”

      The members of Deerfield FD are very proud of the service they provide the residents of our community.  As a member you will become a integral part of this group and the service we provide to our neighbors, and friends.

WHAT IS THE NEXT STEP IF I WANT TO JOIN THE FIRE DEPT?

    *You will be asked to complete a F.D. application

    *Your driving record and criminal record will be reviewed.

    *You will be scheduled for a meeting with our personnel committee

        to discuss the fire department operation.

    *If all fire department requirements are met, you will be hired as a member 

        of Deerfield F.D.

