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http://www.shipcompliant.com/dtcreport18/
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8-13-16  Downtown De Moines

5-27-17 Downtown 
Des Moines

1-26-18  Sovos & 
Wines & Vines 

Magazine
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Types of Wine

Cooking Wines

Sweet Wines

Vegetable Wines
Fruit Wines

Honey Wine (Mead)Port Wines

Dry Wines

Sparkling Wines

Blush Wines

Iowa Wineries have them all!

Dessert Wines
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http://www.extension.iastate.edu/Wine/

Midwest Grape &  Wine Industry Institute established…9-26-06

https://www.extension.iastate.edu/wine/



5101 Wineries & 271 Vineyards  7/2017
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http://www.traveliowa.com
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Iowa has
National and 

International Award 
Winning Wines
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Western 
Iowa 
Wine 
Trail 

Loess 
Hills 
District 
Wine 
Trail

AVA

7 Wine Trails & Two AVA’s
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Approx. 6.5% 
Market Share

1,200 acres

267 vineyards

103 wineries

Calendar Year 2016
310,803 gal. sales
6.5% market share
43% retail
57% wholesale
23 wineries = 80% of sales

Maturing Industry
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$28 Economic 
Impact for 
each $1 in 
Iowa wine 

sold.

https://www.extension.iastate.edu/wine/industry-information
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http://www.extension.iastate.edu/Wine/

Midwest Grape & Wine Industry Institute 

http://www.extension.iastate.edu/Wine/



http://www.extension.iastate.edu/wine/history 12

Iowa Wine History 

A.S. Bonham planted grapes in Council Bluffs in 1857



https://www.extension.iastate.edu/wine/history
13

Iowa Wine History Des Moines Register
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White Elk Vineyards (1869 – 1914?) – Keokuk, IA 



15

Site of White Elk 
Vineyard
June 2017
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So What Happened to Iowa’s Wine Industry?  

1. Prohibition of Alcohol
- Iowa Prohibition 1916 to 1933

- U.S. Prohibition 1920 to 1933

2. Armistice Blizzard, November 11 & 12, 1940

3. Introduction of highly volatile 2,4-D’s in late 1940’s

4. Government Farm Commodity Programs
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U.S. Prohibition Jan. 1920 to Dec. 1933

Iowa Prohibition 1916

Bootlegger’s Tombstone  
Templeton Cemetery



Cold Climate Grapes

2012 USDA Hardiness Zone Map (1986- 2005 Ave. Extreme Min. Temps.)

http://planthardiness.ars.usda.gov/PHZMWeb/ 18



Primary Wine Grapes Being Planted 

in Iowa 

White Wine Grapes

Edelweiss, Frontenac Gris, Frontenac Blanc, La 

Crescent, La Crosse, Louise Swenson, Niagara, Prairie 

Star, St. Pepin, Seyval Blanc, Swenson White, 

Vignoles, Brianna, Kay Gray, Esprit, Petite Amie

Red/Blue Wine Grapes

Catawba, Concord, Norton/Cynthiana, Frontenac, 

Leon Millot, Marechal Foch, St. Croix, Steuben, Petite 

Pearl, Swenson Red, Valiant, St. Vincent, GR-7, 

Marquette



To Subscribe to this FREE Newsletter

E-mail “ mlwhite@iastate.edu“ with the word   

“subscribe” in subject line.

Wine Grower News

Bi-Weekly in-season 
viticulture/enology newsletter.

Recipients in AZ, CA, CO, CT, DE, FL, GA, OH, OK, 
IA, IN, IL, KS, KY, MA, MD, ME, MI, MN, MO, MS, 

MT, NC, ND, NE, NH, NJ, NM, NV, NY, OK, OR, 
PA, SD, TX, VA, VT, WA, WA DC, WI, Australia, 
Canada, Chile, France, India, Israel, Norway, 

Pakistan, Spain, Sweden & Turkey

https://www.extension.iastate.edu/Wine/Resources/winegrowernews.htm
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Two Alcohol Licenses Required to make and sell wine 
in Iowa

https://abd.iowa.gov/alcohol

State License Federal License

https://www.ttb.gov/wine/

Hobby winemakers can have 200 gallons of wine per 
household at any one time and cannot sell wine. 
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Tabor Home Winery
Downtown Cedar Rapids
6-7-14

Code of Iowa

https://www.legis.iowa.gov/
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Brush Creek Winery
Dubuque Farmers Market
5-23-18

Iowa Wine Law

Class A Native Winery 
license:

Can self distribute (sell 
wholesale) to other retail 
businesses. 

No in-state fruit or juice 
requirements. 
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Ardon Creek Winery 
Iowa City Farmers Market
11-19-16 

Class A Native Winery 
license:

Can provide “Free” wine 
tastings and sell unopened 
containers for off premise 
consumption at winery 
and/or other retail location.

- No more than 2 - 1 oz 
servings of any one brand 
(label).



How does an Iowa Winery get to 

a Farmers Market? 
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8-13-16  Downtown De Moines

5-27-17 Downtown 
Des Moines

Summerset Winery at Des 
Moines Farmers Market
8-5-02 

Class A Native Wineries need to send 
their application for an  “Additional 
Location” permit and invitation letter 
from the Farmers Market to the IA 
ABD.

They also need a copy of their Class A 
Native Winery Permit at their location

The application can be found on the 
Iowa ABD WWW site. 
https://abd.iowa.gov

https://abd.iowa.gov/
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Little Swan Lake Winery
Sioux City Farmers 
Market
9-9-17

Class C Native Winery 
license:

Can sell wine by the glass for 
both on and off premise. 

This class C license can only 
be at the site of manufacture 
of the native class A winery.

Dram Shop Insurance will be 
needed. 
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https://dia.iowa.gov/

Food Safety Regulations

https://www.fda.gov/Food/default.htm
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Winneshiek Winery 
Clear Lake Farmers Market
7-9-16

Food Safety Modernization Act 
(FSMA)

Enforced by the Iowa Department 
Department of Inspections and 
Appeals.

Foods that do not require 
temperature control are EXEMPT 
from regulation at Farmers Markets.

Suggest Food Safety Best Practices: 

- Hot water, hand soap and towels 
at each location 

- Individual disposable tasting cups
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Empty Nest Winery
Winneshiek Farmers Market
5-6-17
5-6-18

Class B Native Winery 
License
- A retail business in Iowa 

can sell native wine in 
unopened containers for 
off premise consumption 
at their licensed location.

- Less that  2- 1 oz servings  
of any one brand (label).

- Cannot sell at Farmers 
Markets.



Winery Comments
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8-13-16  Downtown De Moines

We like to drive into our vendor 
location and have our vehicle 
close to us.

Selling wine in a shady location is 
preferred. 

Sell more wine early in the 
season. August through October 
is very slow.

Need a lot of people attending 
farmers market to make it worth 
the effort. 
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5-27-17 Downtown 
Des Moines

Winery Comments

When space is limited, seek out 
Iowa wineries who use 
predominantly Iowa fruit & juice. 

Starting time of 8 a.m instead of 7 
a.m. works better.  

No dogs. 

Pay for vendor spot each time you 
attend provides flexibility.

Permanent  vendor facilities

More Winter Farmers Market 
space for more vendors. 
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9-8-09 Valley Junction
XXXXXXXXX was by far the worst. It 
was in the far corner of a deserted 
parking lot in the hot sun, the wind 
was always blowing and there 
weren't any buyers.

Vendors want to be appreciated and 
listened to. They need a safe well 
planned venue to operate.

Wineries provide a lot of free 
samples at farmers markets.  Wine 
sales are essential to cover expenses.  

Winery Comments
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8-13-16  Downtown De Moines

5-27-17 Downtown 
Des Moines

Garden Winery at Fort Dodge 
Farmers Market 9-30-17

We do Iowa City, QCA, Burlington every 
week. Cedar Rapids twice a month. Marion once 
a month. Des Moines once a month. 
The farmers’ markets were a really good way to 
get our product introduced to the market place 
when we first began. Now, 9 years later, we have 
return customers plus always meet new 
customers.

Farmers Market coordinators are demanding, 
inflexible and in general just not very nice. 

The markets need to provide more trash cans for 
customers and a large trash container on site for 
vendors.

The law in Iowa is that native wineries must be 
paid in 30 days. We do not like “Chips”, Gift Cards, 
etc…

I like the markets that let us 
sell and buy as vendors 30 
min before the markets 
open. During the market, we 
can’t get away.

Winery Comments
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Old Town Winery 
Ida Grove Farmers Market

There are two main ingredients that are the 
most essential to any farmers market: vendors 
and foot traffic.

Winery Comments



THE END

QUESTIONS
Farmers 

Market 
Vino for 

Iowa 
Wino’s
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8-13-16  Downtown De Moines

5-27-17 Downtown 
Des Moineshttp://www.penoach.com/

Stan & Joanie Olson, 
owners / operators


