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Southwest Chicago PADS and united way
On July 1, 2015, Southwest Chicago PADS
became a new partner agency of United
Way of Metropolitan Chicago. Months earlier, we had submitted a proposal seeking
partial financial support for the services our
case managers provide to over 2,000
homeless/housing insecure persons each
year.

This is especially important as, operating
with a small staff and modest budget,
PADS is less known than agencies with
larger staffs and budgets.


Persons who contribute to United
Way will now have the option to designate Southwest Chicago PADS as
the agency they wish to support with
that contribution. It is hoped our current donors who give via United Way
will do that as well as encourage their
fellow workers to do so.

What does membership in United Way
mean for PADS?



Our community organization will receive $29,500 this year and next——the
first multi-year grant PADS has received
in many years. This is especially welcome: In our last fiscal year, even
though expenses were cut, a decline in
grant contributions, and fundraising
proceeds resulted in a deficit of
$18,521. (See details on p. 4 of the Annual Report.)



Being a United Way Partner
Agency will also help PADS attract
more volunteers. especially from area
corporations.



The United Way membership is also
expected to set up new partnerships
with other member agencies, such as
Southwest Suburban PADS.

Note: The generous support from the United Way does not mean it is underwriting a
huge portion of PADS operations. The
grant will cover about 9% of the budget for
this year and next. The bottom line: we remain a charitable organization that relies
on non-government grants and contributions from individuals, businesses, churches
and schools.



The recognition by United Way will
help build awareness of the dedicated
work we provide for those among us
who are homeless and to spare individuals
and families from becoming homeless.

Karyn Perkins with Joe Vanyo, Chief
Operating Officer, UWMC
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From the Executive Director
Dear Friends of PADS:
Do you remember the Rocky and Bullwinkle Show? I always liked Mr. Peabody and Sherman. There was always a lesson to be learned just through living life.
When I start to panic about the budget, the financials, the outcome numbers, the building’s conditions. . . It’s always
something, But that’s when the sun begins to shine a little brighter (usually in the form of the board members’ reassurances that we’ll make a way).
What we’ve been working on starts to come to fruition, the unexpected surprises make things a little easier, and mostly
things start to fall into place. Corny adages that pop up ring true, letting us know “what’s meant to be will be” and
“when the going gets tough, the tough get going.“
One thing I have learned this year is that you may not always get what you want, but surely you’ll get what you need
(God wiling of course). Leaking roofs showed us “the squeaky wheel gets the grease.” Broken desks showed us “one
man’s trash is another man’s treasure.” Foundations that were cutting back or preparing to cease operations taught us
“don’t count your chickens. . . . ” Volunteers working as hard as staff taught us “necessity is the mother of invention.”
We were blessed. In the last few months: without charge, a contractor referred to us by a volunteer fixed a leaking roof,
several desks were donated to replace broken ones. And we received two grants that we were not expecting . Another
saying validated: “Good things come to those who wait.”
As the calendar year comes to an end, I am happy to see the progress made due to the generosity of many supporters:
foundations, small businesses, organizations and individuals. I am grateful for the parents who instilled compassion into
our many volunteers. I would be remiss if I didn’t acknowledge the efforts of our hard-working staff who make our disadvantaged clients feel respected and valued.
I am fortunate and humbled to be a part of an organization that gives and receives the best of people. It allows me to
be optimistic when challenged by adverse daily happenings. The moral of the story is in life “the pessimist complains
about the wind, the optimist expects it to change; the realist adjusts the sails.”
Thank you so very much.

Karyn Perkins

UP FROM HOMELESSNESS
The Chicago Community Trust , a longtime supporter,
recently provided a generous Unity Fund grant. As a
example of the vital changes that fund enables, The
Chicago Community Trust created a feature story centered on a former PADS guest: A single mother with
three children who lost her job when she took time
off when a relative died and found herself suddenly
homeless. Akeeta worked with our housing specialist.
Our agency paid a security deposit to help her move
to a new apartment and arranged for her to receive
free furniture. Now working as a home health care
aide, she envisions college for herself and her daughters, a future she could not imagine until she came to
PADS. The article ends with her summary of the
transformation: “I had experienced so many ‘nos’
and ‘I can’t help yous’ with so many different agencies, but when I came to PADS, it was like night and
day. Their process was smooth,” she says. “Now I’m in
a really great place.”

A “Ta Da” moment: Akeeta showing off her new apartment
Photo by Bruce Powell
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Happenings


In a Chicago Sun-Times column last December, Mark Brown featured a PADS guest who had been
living with his daughter in a car. Despite the guest’s eviction and a criminal record, Maurice Morales,
PADS Housing Specialist, was able to move him and his daughter into permanent housing.



In May, as they have for sixteen years, the Midway Community Choir put on a concert at Good Shepherd Presbyterian Church with a free will offering going to support PADS. Over the years they have
raised over $16,000 for Southwest Chicago PADS.



In August, without charge, CSR Roofing Contractors of Oak Park, Illinois put a new roof on one of
our buildings.



On August 19, Karyn Perkins and board secretary Robert Bator attended a breakfast meeting in Chicago Heights, Illinois ,for partner agencies of the United Way of Metropolitan Chicago.



On October 17 Robert and Sheila Bator organized a progressive dinner in their Hyde Park apartment
building. Over 30 people attended. The special event raised $2,750 for PADS.



On November 14 the First United Methodist Church of Oak Lawn served a soup supper, an annual
event featuring homemade soup, bread and dessert with all proceeds going to PADS.

IN Memoriam

by Pat Houston

Ellen C. Kilmurry, 67, passed away on July 21, 2015 and went home to the Lord she so faithfully served.
She was born on June 12, 1948, on the city’s south side, the only child of Joseph & Florence
Kilmurry. While a student at Mother McAuley High School she wrote a letter to Jacqueline Kennedy on the death of JFK in November 1963. It was sent in sympathy, compassion and a
shared pain at their great loss. Ellen’s father, a WW II veteran, died just months before after a
long battle with cancer.
Such sensitivity to, and awareness of, another’s pain were qualities she freely gave as gifts in
her work and ministry. Ellen’s interest in politics and social justice often found her involved in,
and on picket lines protesting for the rights of immigrants and against the sale of firearms at
local gun shops. But it was her passion for recognizing the individual worth and dignity of
every person that led her to the ministry that defined her life-----her work with, and for, homeless persons. That included working at 3 different homeless shelters over several years and, ultimately, here at PADS where she had volunteered since its opening 21 years ago. Ellen was
later hired as Executive Director and, in the last few years, up until her death, returned to again
volunteer as a Site Coordinator. Her commitment to PADS’ guests was personal, respectful and
complete: often finding housing, reconnecting families, and driving guests to medical appointments, visiting them in hospitals, always listening to their stories and troubles with the desire to
empower them to improve their lives.
Ellen’s heart and love was, first and foremost, with her homeless brothers and sisters. Many of
these men and women came to know and love her as champion, advocate, caregiver and
friend. Her goodness, generosity and selfless love for others will always be remembered as gift
and blessing by the many she served and by her family and (countless friends who miss her and
thank God for her.
Ellen’s faith life was nurtured and enlivened by the community of St. Denis parish where she
generously gave her talent, time and many special gifts. A celebration of her life was held at a
memorial mass there on August 12th and attended by hundreds whose lives she touched.
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By Sr. Norine Burns and Helen gabel
Volunteer coordinators

Throughout the year many volunteers are engaged in services at PADS. Many of you are familiar with the Winter Warming Program. You
may have wondered what happens at PADS
during the summer months. During June, July,
and August, on Tuesday, Friday and Saturday
volunteers are on hand for morning services to
welcome the guests, distribute clothing and toiletries and serve a delicious hot breakfast.
Thirty volunteers were present for Volunteer
Appreciation Night on June 16. They participated in the blessing of PADS Peace Garden.
The backyard of PADS has undergone a transformation thanks to the care of volunteers Linda Wygant, Laura Dawson, Robert Lodor, and
Carol Schuberth. Flowers have been planted,
weeds have been pulled, and a brand new picnic table and sign invites guests and staff to
come,
sit a
while
and
relax.



Christ the King Parish



Christian Fellowship Church



Greg Schueler/Dr.Jay Malhotra Team.

Thanks to all our faithful returning cooking and
site coordinator groups.
KUDOS to volunteers/groups that have gone
the “extra mile” for PADS:


Several churches,
including St. Denis,
Queen of Martyrs, St.
Symphorosa, and St.
Christina churches in
Chicago collected new
clothing and toys for
our annual Christmas
Bazaar for our guests.


St. Symphorosa Parish collected over 125
pairs of jeans.


Helen Gabel serving
food at Volunteer Party

PADS Memorial Garden last June with
temporary sign

Come next spring, we will be looking for help
with planting, weeding, etc. So if you have a
green thumb, keep us in mind.
The Winter Warming Program which started on
October 13 will continue through April, offering
food and basic services six nights a week.
This warming season we welcomed three new
cooking teams:

Bethlehem Lutheran Church has designated the third Sunday
of each month as PADS
Sunday. They also held a very successful rummage sale.



Hyde Park volunteers arranged a progressive
dinner to collect money for PADS. (See details on previous page.)



Last summer Susan Evans and her husband
took on some major housekeep-ing chores.

Many other groups are collecting clothing and
other items. Let us know what you are doing so
we can share ideas with one another in our next
newsletter.
Thank you all again. PADS could never survive
without its dedicated and faithful volunteers.
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Corporate and Foundation support
Grants Received: 5/16/15 to 11/6/15

.

$20,000 or more

$5,000 (continued)

The Chicago Community Trust (Unity Fund)

Fred Brunner Foundation

United Way of Metropolitan Chicago

Duchesne Fund of the Sisters of the Sacred Heart

$10,000

Sherburne M. Earling Working Mothers Fund

Grover Hermann Foundation

$2,000 or more

Sisters of Charity, BVM

Anonymous Corporate Grant

H.P. and W.H. White Foundation

St. Norbert Abbey Augustine Stewardship Fund

$5,000

$1,000 or more

Advocate Health Care

Operation Rice Bowl

END-OF-YEAR
CONTRIBUTIONS
Many PADS supporters honor our
work with December contributions. For tax purposes, any contribution made by check dated or
submitted online by December 31,
2015, can count as a charitable
contribution for the 2015 tax year.
(The mailing address is shown on
page 8.) You can make a contribution at any time at our secure website: www.swchicagopads.org.
All contributions to Southwest Chicago PADS are deductible to the
extent permitted by law.

Your financial support
can change and save
lives.

70.5 and UP
Those who are 70 1/2 or older who have IRAs must
make required minimum distributions each year. If
you fit that profile and haven’t made your distributions yet and don’t need the total amount, consider
donating the surplus to Southwest Chicago PADS.
In years past Congress has passed legislation that
qualified charitable rollovers from IRAs made directly to a charity would not have to be declared as
income so long as the distribution check was made
out directly to a charity such as (ahem!) Southwest
Chicago PADS.
Congress has not yet passed legislation allowing
this for tax year 2015. (In years past they did so in
December and in some years they did so in January
or February for the previous year.) So Congress
may yet do so. Some donors make sure their IRA
distributions they want to give to charities are made
out directly to those charities not to themselves in
case Congress authorizes these as tax-neutral withdrawals for 2015 as they have in past years.

For those who have included Southwest Chicago
PADS in your wills, please let us know so we can
thank you now.
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Additional ways you can help
Donations and Fundraisers


Donate clothes, toiletries, food, and household items (see list of needs on the next page.)



Organize an event for PADS



Suggestions:
A book or cd/dvd sale or exchange
A rummage sale
A bake sale

A car wash
A clothing drive or a food drive
A special event, such as a talent show or concert performance


Send a donation in honor of someone or to celebrate an event or in memory of someone who died.



Donate new/gently used items of value for PADS annual silent auction held on Trivia Night. (See details
below.)

Volunteer Opportunities


Share your time and talent as a volunteer or organize a group to volunteer on a one-time/regular basis.



Clerical work, cooking, cleaning and greening, etc. You name it. If you have a special talent, chances are
we can use it.



Contact Helen Gabel (hmgabel7@gmail.com) or Sr. Norine Burns (nonianun@aol.com) to share your ideas
about your volunteer interests.

Spring fun fundraiser
Southwest Chicago PADS Trivia Night
Spring 2016
Date: To be Announced


Watch for Save the Date Postcard
Catalyst-Maria School
6727 S. California, Chicago, IL
Buffet dinner: 5:30pm to 7pm

Trivia contest, silent auction, raffle drawing: 7pm on
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Volunteers at Volunteer Party June 16, 2015

Guests at Progressive Dinner, October 2015

Guests choosing presents for their families
at PADS Christmas Bazaar

Midway Community Choir at PADS, almost ten years ago

SOUTHWEST
CHICAGO PADS
Mailing Address
P.O. Box 29453
Chicago, IL 60629
Organization Address
3121 W. 71st St.
Chicago, IL 60629
Phone: 773-737-7070

www.swchicagopads.org

NEEDS
TOILETRIES (Small/Travel sizes)
Toothbrushes/toothpaste
Tylenol, aspirin, antibiotic ointment
Cold medicine & mouthwash w/out alcohol
Deodorant
Shaving cream

Shampoo
Soap
Lotion

KITCHEN
Coffee (regular and decaf), tea
Creamer, sugar, artificial sweeteners

Canned soups and canned vegetables

tee shirts (all sizes)

Salad dressings

Men’s and women’s blue jeans

Cereal

Belts

PAPER PRODUCTS

Sweatshirts and sweatpants

Brown lunch bags

Hooded sweatshirts

Non-styrofoam drink cups: hot and cold, 6 oz.

Insoles for shoes

Sturdy paper plates, 6” and 9”

Boots and shoes esp. Work boots

Napkins and paper towels

Jackets, not long coats

Sandwich bags

Backpacks/large bags with handles

Garbage bags

Sleeping bags/blankets

CLOTHING

Gloves

Mustard, ketchup and hot sauce

(All except underwear may be gently
used if in clean, good condition)

Crackers

White socks, regular not short sports socks

Lunch bag treats: small bags of chips, cookies,
candies, etc.

Underwear (briefs) for men (M, L,)

Kitchen spices and condiments

Underpants for women (sizes 6, 7, 8)

ALWAYS APPRECIATED
Food and dept. store gift cards
Cash donations
Bus passes

*Items in bold type are especially
needed.

