                                                   Philadelphia
                                   (the 6th Church of Revelation).
              This church period is1730 AD to the Rapture of the Church.
Revelation 3:7-13.

The Epistle that corresponds to this church is Thessalonians.
The Parable that corresponds to this church is “The Pearl”- Mt. 13:45-46

There are Seven Churches spelled out here in the book of Revelation, (remember 7 is the number of completion). It's ironic that of Paul's 14 epistles, 7 are exact relationships of the 7 churches. 
The last four churches of the book of Revelation, namely, Thyatira, Sardis, Philadelphia, and Laodicea,  all run through the end times and are all present today.  One will raptured, (this one), the others will continue and will go through the seven year period, known as the Tribulation Period.
The church of Sardis which started the Great Reformation in 1517 had melted into mediocrity in two hundred years.  It has lost it’s zing!  It lost it’s vision for Evangelism!
Someone said 'You either Evangelize or Fossilize'! -( Sardis Fossilized.)-consequently-it grew cold.-(actually the Lord called it 'dead'.)
Every church has to reach out.  The church comes together for the main reason of learning the scriptures, being equipped from scripture,  so that it can go out  & Evangelize and then bring in to the church for discipling.  This Church was known for it’s Evangelism.
But it had to break out of it’s cold, ecclesiastical state from the Sardis Church.
The Bible speaks to the Churches for the need of Revival.  This Church period experienced great revivals, in fact they were world wide!
Wm. Carey--(1761-1834)-was the initiator of World Wide Missions.
After him came Hudson Taylor-Missionary to China.
Charles Finney-(1792- 1875)-almost revived the United States alone.

George Muller-(1805-1898)-World Wide Evangelization.
David Livingstone (1813-1873)-Missionary to Africa.

C.H. Spurgeon-(1834-1892)- Prince of Preachers.

D.L. Moody-(1837-1899)-Single handedly converted thousands in England, Scotland and Ireland.  During revivals in 1885 he sponsored the movement for world evangelism, and of course he founded the Moody Bible Institute in Chicago.

And in more present times, Francis Schaeffer- Founder of L’Abri, thousands of pupils sat under his ministry.
Billy Graham, World Renowned Evangelist.  His son, Franklin, has inherited his father's mantle.
Many today are looking for a Revival and they should because we are being smothered out by a larger Cold Church that we’ll talk about later. However, it won’t be a world wide revival, because we’ve already had it!

By this time period the Bible was in full print and accessible to the person on the street.  People began studying the Bible and taking it literally !

Around the year 1900, people began to take note of the 2nd Coming of the Lord rather than the A-millennial point of view that was, (and still is), in the 5th church, Sardis.
Title:
Revelation 3:7 “The words of Him who is Holy.” Christ is Holy and reminds us to be the same.
1 Pet 1:16 says “Be ye holy for I am holy.”
The person of this Church practices a separated life from sin and lives according to God’s Word in Holiness. -(we have the potential to live a holy life because of the Holy Spirit within us.)
V-7 “Who is True.” True means genuine.   Christ is true or “The Truth”-(John 14:6)-or  the “True Bread”-(John 6:32-35).
This person knows the Truth and as the Truth, (God's Word), is revealed to him or her, the more they are set free from sinful practices.
V-7- “who holds the Key of David.” This refers to the Authority of Christ ! (The Davidic Covenant). It forecasts His eventual rulership of the World, during the millennial period.
We think we can rule our lives but the Lord only allows us to rule it to a certain extent.
-(The person of this church has turned rulership of their life over to Christ.)  

V-7 “what He opens, no one can shut: and what He shuts, no one can open.”
i.e- Remember Noah, when the Ark was finished who shut the door? God did. (Gen 7:16).  Noah probably wanted to open the door many times before the rain stopped to let people inside, but when God shuts the door, no one can open it.
i.e The Ten Virgins--( 5 were foolish,they missed the moment when the bridegroom came and the door was shut. )
God is the one who opens and shuts doors, yet many people are looking for the opportunity for personal gain, to make things happen, to put themselves up on pedestals.
The person of this church waits upon God to open the doors and shut the doors, thus it is a life of  faith alone in Jesus Christ for everyday living.
Do you want to do something ?  Pray about it and wait for God to answer. God will provide the opportunity when it’s right for you and if it isn’t right for you, God will not provide the opportunity and you have your answer.
Commendation.
V-8- “ I know your deeds, See, I have placed before you an open door that no one can shut."
 It’s one thing to wait on the Lord for an opportunity, it’s another to act on it when it comes.
 This person acts on opportunities that are laid before him, for service.  If God puts you in a position in charge of something, do it!  Whether it’s teaching or  witnessing or being in charge of a group, whatever it is when God opens a door He wants you to walk through it.  Don’t say it’s for somebody else and that you would rather be doing something else.  That’s telling God you don’t like the door He opened!
V-8- “I know you have little strength.”
Today everyone is looking for power!  I want this , or I want that.  Wanting to be seen and heard regardless of what God wants.

-( Today, it’s bigger pulpits, bigger churches, bigger congregations).  You know what, this church is small.  These people are little ones without a lot of        power. You see, the source of their power is Christ!  Paul says “when I am weak-then I am strong.”)

v-8- “yet you have kept My Word and have not denied My Name”-

1st-  this church believes the Word of God, they Obey it, they respond to it.
       -(there are many who believe it but don’t obey it or keep it.)
2nd-  this church has not denied the Name of the Lord.
The word “Name”-means character.-(when we say we pray in the name of Jesus, we mean we pray in His Character,in who He is and all that He has done. His whole life and meaning, His Birth, Death, & Resurrection !

Many today have denied His Name, denied His Deity, denied His Resurrection, denied the  inspiration of the Word of God.  The Apostacy, (the rebellion, the falling away), is growing as we speak.-(II Thessalonians 2:3).-(See the teaching article on 'The Apostacy').
This church leans on the Power of Christ, believes in prayer, trusts in Him!

V-9- 
"Those who claim to be Jews and are of the synagogue of Satan." -(remember in the second church, the Church of Smyrna, this  was mentioned there also, and that these were the people who mixed the gospel of grace with something else by  adding on to it and it then becomes a false gospel.  
There are those who claim to be Christians today who persecute God’s people for keeping the letter of the Word but they are not truly Christians, they only claim to be.  They do not believe in the Jesus Christ of the scriptures, they do not believe that Jesus Christ is the only way to heaven.  They teach a false gospel as those in the church of Smyrna did.
There were Jews in the Smyrna Church who claimed to be Jews but they were not true Jews.  They were Jews outwardly, culturally and ceremonially, but they were not Jews spiritually.  Paul taught in Romans 2:28-29,that a Jew is not one outwardly, but is one inwardly.  And that circumcision, though an outward practice, was really one of the heart, by the Spirit of God.
It's the same today, there are those who claim to be Christians, and they appear outwardly as such to the world, but inwardly they deny the true Word of God.
There are also those who claim the Church has taken the place of Israel in the last day, this are called “Kingdom Now Theology”- or ‘Preterits.’

Rom 9:10,11, makes it very clear , God is not done with Israel!--(Israel is the apple of God’s eye.! Those who bless or curse the Jews will obtain the same!)
Did you know that Jewish Christians are no longer Jews ? They are Hebrew Christians. -Gentiles are no longer Gentiles when they come to Christ.  They are Christians.
The Rapture (latin word rapturo), is for the Church. (Those who are Christians). The Second Coming is for the Jews-! For Israel!!
V-10-
The books of Thessalonians are to encourage the Christians about how to live in the last days and what will happen at the rapture, it’s to establish us and to study prophesy.
Did you know that Bible Prophesy was lost for centuries, that no rapture was believed ?  That prophesy was strictly an Allegory ?

Notice the word here, it says “ I will keep you from the hour of trial that is coming  on the whole world.”
- “ keep you” means “take you out of” and “hour” means “time period.”
The Wrath of God is coming on the whole world!-(it is detailed in the book of Revelation, chapter 6 through and up to chapter 19, when Christ returns to earth.)
Notice, this promise is to this Church Only !! (None of the other Churches receive it ). Meaning the churches of Thyatira, Sardis and Laodicea will be entering this period of God's Wrath.-(that's a clue that these churches do not teach the gospel of Jesus Christ as noted in scripture- that they are not born again.)
C. Criticism-==(None)--

D. Exhortation. (Council to the Church)-
v-11- “ I am coming soon, hold onto what you have so that no one will take your crown.”

-(he word soon really means “Suddenly,” it’s for those who believe it.  Those who are watching and waiting for His appearance!-The Imminent Return of the Lord Jesus Christ. 
Did you know that those who believe in Mid-Trib & Post Trib positions cannot say that ?

If you are looking for His appearance today you line up with the person of this Church!!
Christ’s Counsel is “Hold onto what you have.”
For the first half of the past Century, ( 1900-1960), this was a large Church. It has diminished to a small church that has been battered, due to criticism from the outside world as well as the other  liberal Churches.  
 False teachers have crept in .  Satan has used and is still using every tactic to break this Church,  because it’s the Standard in the last days.!

The Lord says “Hold On”- “Don’t Give Up”! -His promise is He’s Coming for Us. (Rev 22:20).
E. Closure

v-12-“make him a pillar”  -(this person will be a Pillar in the Temple of God).
A pillar is a very important person. ( a pillar in the community is a big shot ).
This person will have an important role in the Temple work, where the Throne of God is.  Perhaps he will stay in the New Jerusalem.
v-12 “I will write on him the name of my God.”
i.e - did you ever have a jacket with the name of the school it represents or a letterman’s  jacket or a Degree from a University or something to denote your achievement ?

Well that’s what God is going to do. Put His Name on Us!
We will represent those who stood the test and remained pure and true and exhibited Love and witnessed and studied the Word and brought others to Christ!
v-12 “The City of My God”-(we will be in the government. Authority will be given to us.
V-12- “ He that has an ear let him hear.”
The person of this church:

Loves the Lord and displays Love to others.

Assembles with other Christians at every opportunity.

Is a soul winner, evangelizes, is missionary minded.

This person is separate from the world.

Studies the Bible continuously, and has devotions regularly.

Obeys the Word.

The person of this Church enjoys their walk with the Lord and lives a happy and abundant life.  He looks forward to the Imminent Return of the Lord Jesus Christ. 
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