
  

 

 

 

 

Dear Sisters, 

I hope you are happy as I am that Spring has arrived. 

 

We will be having a meeting in April!!  We will be meeting at AOH Division 39, on 

Tuesday April 6th at 7:30.  For those of you that are comfortable with coming, I look 

forward to seeing you!!  Hopefully with the vaccine coming in full force, we will be 

able to get back to some kind of “normal” soon. 

 

You will be receiving this letter after St. Patrick’s day, so I hope all of you had a 

wonderful holiday!! 

 

For those of you who attended, we had a great time kicking of St. Patrick’s week, 

starting with mass at St. George’s, and followed with a “Stroll” through Port Richmond.  

We were joined by the “Philly Fire Truck”, St. Patrick, The Easter Bunny, Spiderman, 

and were escorted by members of the Warrior Watch.  Along the way, we collected food 

for St. Joan of Arc pantry.  It was a wonderful time. 

 

We are now getting ready for the Holiest time of the year – Easter.  I hope you all have a 

blessed holiday. 

 

As always, please keep everyone’s needs in your prayers, especially the family or our 

sister, Kathy Deacy Moore, who succumbed to Covid earlier this month.  Continue to 

pray that the pandemic will continue to loosen its hold on our lives.  But please continue 

to stay safe and wear your masks.  We have come this far – it is not time to let our guard 

down! 

 

Please continue to stay safe and healthy! 

In our motto, 

Eileen  
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A message from Chaplin Sr. Lisa: 
 

One of my nieces recently sent me a passage from a self-help 

book she is reading.  It stated: “I have learned to live by faith, 

which does not mean by a set of unwavering beliefs or dogma that 

men laid down ages ago to keep their power.  My faith has nothing 

to do with religion anymore. God is not a being outside of me.  God 

is the fire, the nudge, the warm liquid swelling and pressing inside 

of me.”  (Glennon Doyle Untamed)    

My response? I believe this is true.  God is the fire within, but I 

need my religion to fan the flame.  I need the ritual, the sacra-

ments, and the community to keep the flame of God alive in me.  I can’t do this life 

alone.  By the way, my niece’s response to me was “I never thought of it (religion) 

that way.” 

So let us take this Easter season as an opportunity to rekindle our commitment to 

our Catholic religion.  I know that many say they don’t “get anything” from Mass or 

the sacraments and I feel the same way at times.  But I am also there to give.  To 

give back to the God who has given me so much.  I just show up, which Woody Al-

len said is “eighty percent of success.” Yes, there are many ways to give back to 

God: our service, our love and dedication for family and friends, but if we say we 

are Catholic then let’s give the Church a chance. Let’s fan into flame the fire of 

faith we received at our Confirmation.    

This brings me to the image of the Celtic cross.  According to popular legend, the 

Celtic cross was introduced by St Patrick when he was converting the pagans in 

Ireland to Christianity. (Although others claim it was St Declan who introduced the 

cross.) It has been said that St Patrick combined the Christian cross with the pagan 

sun to give the newly converted followers the idea of the importance of the cross 

by linking it with the symbolism of the life-giving properties of the sun. The circle in 

the cross reminds me of the flame of God within each of us and how God’s light 

shines in and on us no matter how dark the days can be.   

Practicing this kind of faith is not easy.  It requires a commitment, a choice. Faith, 

even for the Irish is not easy. St. Patrick knew the ancient Celts needed to make 

the connection between their own faith in the Sun, so he blended the two with the 

Christian cross.  Let that same Celtic cross be a reminder to us of the fire of God’s 

presence is in each of us and that our heritage and Catholic faith can fan this fire 

into a flame that will warm our often cold world. 

In our motto,  

Sister Lisa, SSJ 

https://www.irishcentral.com/roots/history/ten-things-you-probably-didn-t-know-about-the-celts
https://www.irishcentral.com/roots/history/ten-things-you-probably-didn-t-know-about-the-celts


 

 

 

 

Congratulations to Briana Mooney, niece of Nancy Brophy-Jones who will make her Confirmation in 
April. 

Congratulation to Amelia Searles, daughter of Laura Lester who received the sacrament of First Pen-
ance in March. 

Congratulations to Mikayla Sadoff, daughter of Jennifer Sadoff who received the Sacrament of First 
Penance in March. 

 

 

 

Please keep our Sister Kathy Deacy Moore and her family in your prayer, Kathy lost her battle with 
Covid. 
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March 

Lori Ann Stopyra 2 
Elizabeth Sands 3 

Helene M Riley 3 
Karen Snow  3 

Kathleen Lindline-Evans 10 
Marie C. Donahue 19 
Anne Mary Costello 26 

Linda Sweeney 30 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

April 
Jeanette Bowers 7 
Maryanne Burnett 8 
Louise Dougherty 9 

Meghan Kauriga 11 
Michele Szarek 11 

Sharon McGrath 13 
Kathleen Morrison 17 
Margaret Witalec 18 
Regina Kavanagh 23 

 
 
 

Rich Hrapzynski 
Greg Riley 
Nicholas Jones 
Anne Costello 
 
The intentions of our Division 87     
members 
 
 
 
To have information add email  
Nancyssimplefood@gmail.com or  
leave me a message at 267-241-4677 
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Puzzle 
No prizes, no pressure, a little puzzle just for fun. 
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