
1 
 

Home Worship September 6th     Fourteenth  Sunday after Pentecost  

Announcements                   
St. Mark’s continues outdoor worship every Sunday in September weather permitting. Please 
dress accordingly with chair and mask. We continue Food Pantry donations, Neighbors in Need 
and the September focus is on CROP walk donations.  

Today we have communion on-line so please have some bread, juice or wine ready.      
 

Children’s Moment 

One time I went to my friend’s house to eat supper with her.  There were 2 of us but there were 
3 plates, napkins and forks on the table. She had set the table with the dishes. Maybe you help 
set the table sometimes too. If you don’t, ask if you can help put the dishes on the table. It’s 
nice thing to do.  I asked my friend “Is someone else coming because there are 3 plates and only 
2 people. 1 person is missing.” She said to me “Well, there are 3 of us here. Jesus sits there at 
the 3rd plate. I always have an extra place for Jesus because he is always with us when we 
gather.”  

She is right. The bible tells us that where 2 or more are gathered in the name of Jesus, Jesus is 
there. Jesus is always with us even when we think we are alone.  

 
Confession  
Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God, 
who creates, redeems, and sustains us and all of creation. Amen. 
Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another. Silence is kept for reflection. 

Faithful God, have mercy on us. We confess that we are captive to sin and cannot free 
ourselves. We turn from your loving embrace and go our own ways. We pass judgment on one 
another before examining ourselves. We place our own needs before those of our neighbors. We 
keep your gift of salvation to ourselves. Make us humble, cast away our transgressions, and turn 
us again to life in you through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen. 
 
Forgiveness God hears the cries of all who call out in need, and through his death and 
resurrection, Christ has made us his own. Hear the truth that God proclaims: 
Your sins are forgiven in the name of ☩ Jesus Christ. Led by the Holy Spirit, live in freedom 
and newness to do God’s work in the world. Amen. 

Prayer of the Day 
O Lord God, enliven and preserve your church with your perpetual mercy. Without your help, 
we mortals will fail; remove far from us everything that is harmful, and lead us toward all that 
gives life and salvation, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen. 
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First Reading: Ezekiel 33:7-11 
God appointed Ezekiel as a sentinel for the house of Israel. Ezekiel must faithfully convey God’s 
warnings to the people. Remarkably, God—who is about to attack Jerusalem—gives a warning 
with the hope that repentance will make the attack unnecessary. 
7So you, mortal, I have made a sentinel for the house of Israel; whenever you hear a word from 
my mouth, you shall give them warning from me. 8If I say to the wicked, “O wicked ones, you 
shall surely die,” and you do not speak to warn the wicked to turn from their ways, the wicked 
shall die in their iniquity, but their blood I will require at your hand. 9But if you warn the 
wicked to turn from their ways, and they do not turn from their ways, the wicked shall die in 
their iniquity, but you will have saved your life. 10Now you, mortal, say to the house of Israel, 
Thus you have said: “Our transgressions and our sins weigh upon us, and we waste away 
because of them; how then can we live?” 11Say to them, As I live, says the Lord GOD, I have no 
pleasure in the death of the wicked, but that the wicked turn from their ways and live; turn back, 
turn back from your evil ways; for why will you die, O house of Israel? 

Psalm 119:33-40 
33Teach me, O LORD, the way of your statutes, and I shall keep it to the end. 
34Give me understanding, and I shall keep your teaching; I shall keep it with all my heart. 
35Lead me in the path of your commandments, for that is my desire. 
36Incline my heart to your decrees and not to unjust gain.  
37Turn my eyes from beholding falsehood; give me life in your way. 
38Fulfill your promise to your servant, which is for those who fear you. 
39Turn away the reproach that I dread, because your judgments are good. 
40Behold, I long for your commandments; by your righteousness enliven me.  

Second Reading: Romans 13:8-14 
The obligation of Christians is to love one another and so fulfill the heart and goal of the law. 
Clothes make the person as we “put on the Lord Jesus Christ” and live today in light of the 
future God has in store for us. 
8Owe no one anything, except to love one another; for the one who loves another has fulfilled 
the law. 9The commandments, “You shall not commit adultery; You shall not murder; You shall 
not steal; You shall not covet”; and any other commandment, are summed up in this word, 
“Love your neighbor as yourself.” 10Love does no wrong to a neighbor; therefore, love is the 
fulfilling of the law. 11Besides this, you know what time it is, how it is now the moment for you 
to wake from sleep. For salvation is nearer to us now than when we became believers; 12the 
night is far gone, the day is near. Let us then lay aside the works of darkness and put on the 
armor of light; 13let us live honorably as in the day, not in reveling and drunkenness, not in 
debauchery and licentiousness, not in quarreling and jealousy. 14Instead, put on the Lord Jesus 
Christ, and make no provision for the flesh, to gratify its desires. 
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Gospel: Matthew 18:15-20 
Jesus offers practical advice to his disciples on how individuals—and the church as a whole—
should go about restoring relationships when one member has sinned against another. 

[Jesus said to the disciples:] 15“If another member of the church sins against you, go and point 
out the fault when the two of you are alone. If the member listens to you, you have regained that 
one. 16But if you are not listened to, take one or two others along with you, so that every word 
may be confirmed by the evidence of two or three witnesses. 17If the member refuses to listen to 
them, tell it to the church; and if the offender refuses to listen even to the church, let such a one 
be to you as a Gentile and a tax collector. 18Truly I tell you, whatever you bind on earth will be 
bound in heaven, and whatever you loose on earth will be loosed in heaven. 19Again, truly I tell 
you, if two of you agree on earth about anything you ask, it will be done for you by my Father 
in heaven. 20For where two or three are gathered in my name, I am there among them.” 
 

Sermon 

Happy Labor Day Weekend!  In the late 1800s, at the height of the Industrial 
Revolution in the United States, the average American worked 12-hour days and seven-
day weeks in order to earn a basic living. Children as young as 5 or 6 worked in mills, 
factories and mines across the country, earning a fraction of the wages earned by adults 
in many states. People of all ages, particularly the very poor and recent immigrants, 
often faced extremely unsafe working conditions, with limited access to fresh air, 
sanitary facilities and breaks.          
 Labor unions began to grow more vocal. They began organizing strikes and rallies 
to protest poor conditions and compel employers to renegotiate hours and pay. Many of 
these events turned violent during this period, including the Haymarket Riot of 1886, in 
which several Chicago policemen and workers were killed. The idea of a “workingmen’s 
holiday,” caught on in other industrial centers across the country, and many states passed 
legislation recognizing it.           
 In 1882, 10,000 workers took unpaid time off to march from City Hall to Union 
Square in New York City, holding the first Labor Day parade in U.S. history. Congress 
would not legalize the holiday until 12 years later, when the American Railroad Union, 
called for a boycott of all Pullman railway cars, crippling railroad traffic nationwide. To 
break the Pullman strike, the federal government dispatched troops to Chicago, 
unleashing a wave of riots that resulted in the deaths of more than a dozen workers. On 
June 28, 1894, President Grover Cleveland signed Labor Day, as a Federal Holiday, into law.    
 Whenever two or more are gathered ... it can be really hard to get along. Jesus knew this. 
Hebrew Scripture, which is thousands of years old, records story after story, where people 
fought for rights, freedoms and other causes of conflict in human nature. Conflict continues in 
the church as well with differing ideas about the virus and political climate.     
 As Christians we turn to the gospel today where Jesus declares that if you are angry with 
a brother or sister, you will be liable to judgment (Matthew 5:22) ... If your right eye causes you 
to sin, tear it out and throw it away (5:29) ... Do not resist an evildoer (5:39) ... Love your 

https://www.history.com/topics/industrial-revolution
https://www.history.com/topics/industrial-revolution
https://www.history.com/topics/haymarket-riot
https://www.history.com/topics/chicago
https://www.history.com/topics/us-states/new-york-city
https://www.history.com/topics/us-presidents/grover-cleveland
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enemies (5:44) ... Be perfect, therefore, as your heavenly Father is perfect (5:48).  
 Jesus sets the bar high and does not let his followers off the accountability hook. His 
promise to be present with the disciples through whatever comes empowers them to live into 
their calling. This same promise moves us forward to accept our difference of opinions and 
worship and work together to build up the kingdom.        
 Jesus promises not to desert his disciples as they face that difficult truth and practice 
living more fully into the communities that they are sent to. After all, Jesus is present wherever 
two or three are gathered in his name, a name that means “God with us”. Whenever two or more 
are gathered ... it can be really hard to get along but Jesus instructs us to listen, love and labor 
together knowing he is guiding us. Amen.  

 

Prayers of Intercession  

Drawn together in the compassion of God, we pray for the church, the world, and all those in 
need. A brief silence. Unite your church, O God. Grant us the gifts of repentance and 
reconciliation. Bless the cooperative work of churches in this community. Strengthen 
ecumenical partnerships; guide the work of the Lutheran World Federation and the World 
Council of Churches.  Lord, in your mercy,  hear our prayer. 

Protect your creation, O God. Teach us ways that do not harm what you have entrusted to our 
care. Renew and enliven places those suffering from floods and fires.     
 Lord, in your mercy,  hear our prayer. 

Tend to all in need of your compassion. Hear the cries of those awaiting justice and those 
yearning for forgiveness. Give community to the lonely and neighbors to the outcast. Shelter all 
who are vulnerable in body, mind, or spirit for those in need of healing:  Kent Anders, Karla 
Gipe and Brad Shippert. For those in care facilities: Sibyl, Barb, Lois, Tammy, Trudy, Jessica, 
Hazel, Jeanne and Linda.  We pray for those in military service: Logan ,  JJ, Kevin Jr., Bryan, 
Dustin, Brad and Travis)    Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer. 

Sustain us in our work, O God, and give work to those who need it. Shape societies to ensure 
fair treatment for all who labor. Help us to love our neighbors in and through our work.  
 Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer. 

All these things and whatever else you see that we need, we entrust to your mercy; through 
Christ our Lord. Amen. 

Gathered into one by the power of the Holy Spirit we pray as Jesus taught  

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy will be done,  
on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses, as we 
forgive those who trespass against us;   and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. 
For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever and ever. Amen. 
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Invitation to Communion 
Come to the banquet table where Christ gives himself as food and drink 

Holy Communion Together 

Friends of Jesus, come to the table. Receive nourishment for your journey. 
It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we should at all times and in all places 
give thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God. You reveal your glory 
as the glory of the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit: equal in majesty, undivided in splendor, 
one Lord, one God, ever to be adored in your eternal glory.  
 
In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; 
broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: Take and eat; this is my body, given for you. 
Do this for the remembrance of me. Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, 
and gave it for all to drink, saying: This cup is the new covenant in my blood, 
shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin. Do this for the remembrance of me. 
 
For as often as we eat of this bread and drink from this cup, we proclaim the Lord’s death until 
he comes. 
Take your bread/wafer  The body of Christ given for you 
Take you juice/wine  The blood of Christ given for you 
 
The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you in His grace. 
 
Prayer after Communion 
We give you thanks, gracious God, that you have once again fed us with food beyond compare, 
the body and blood of Christ. Lead us from this place, nourished and forgiven, 
into your beloved vineyard to wipe away the tears of all who hunger and thirst, 
guided by the example of the same Jesus Christ and led by the Holy Spirit, now and forever. 
Amen. 

Blessing 
Mothering God, Father, ☩ Son, and Holy Spirit, bless you and lead you into the way of truth 
and life. Amen. 

Dismissal 
Go in peace. Remember the poor. 
Thanks be to God. 

 

 


