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SOMETHING WHIMISCIAL FROM THE PRESIDENT...
Dear Gibson Woods Wild Ones Members and Friends,

I had a chance to walk Gibson Woods today. What an experience. It's
humbling to have Gibson Woods in our name. I know many of our members
hiked through Gibson Woods for our October meeting. I missed that one so
this was my make up session...lol. Before I left my house this morning, I
looked at the GW website to see if dogs were allowed. I was considering
bringing my dog. Understandably pets are not permitted. During my walk I
saw a few birds and heard some others. I could not identify them as they
were far away. The colors of the trees, the crisp weather, and the bright sun
all helped to create a joyful yet peaceful experience.
Then, this afternoon, I found myself feeling a little guilty as I looked at
my dog knowing he did not come on my morning walk. So, this is a great excuse
to go out again through the neighborhood. I don't need much of a reason lately to get out of the house. There is a nice walking path along Hart Ditch in my
neighborhood. Buster and I went on a nice thirty minute walk along the ditch
and then through the neighborhood. We crossed paths with a few people and
all were ready with a cheerful greeting. I know the cold weather is coming
and I don't really consider myself a winter lover. As long as I can go on my
walks and enjoy the outdoors, I will keep on trekking.
Karl Ackermann

NOVEMBER MEETING
The Ecological Gem of the Greater Chicagoland Area, Including Northwest
Indiana
A recent analysis suggests that the Greater Chicagoland Area (extreme
SE Wisconsin wrapping around Lake Michigan to extreme SW Michigan) is the
greatest natural area in our country. How is this determined? It turns out that
our area has more native plant species than any national park, even though we
have many fewer acres devoted to nature preservation! More plant species (and
good growth of plants) means more varied and abundant food for the food
web! How did our region achieve this notoriety? What are examples of our ecological gem? How do we preserve (and even enhance) it? These are topics this
webinar will address.
Spencer Cortwright earned his bachelor's degree in biology from Washington
University in St. Louis and his Ph.D. from Indiana University in Bloomington. After further training as post-doctoral researcher at the University of Michigan, Spencer became a Professor of Biology at Indiana University Northwest. He spent over a quarter of a century studying amphibian population ecology and during that time slowly transformed himself into a plant ecologist focusing on ecological restoration of natural areas. He teaches classes in ecology,
restoration ecology, zoology, and diversity of life.
Please note: This is a Zoom presentation that requires a RSVP. The presentation will start at 10:00 a.m. for approximately 1 hour.
A business meeting for Members will follow starting at 11:15 a.m.
Separate links will be sent for the presentation and business meeting. Please contact Kim Moor at kckim10@gmail.com for links, or call/text 219-433-5731.

Visit us online at:
http://gw-wildones.org/
New Membership & Renewals:
$40 household - or - $25 student, ltd income

Send check to:

Wild Ones, 2285 Butte des Morts Beach
Rd., Neenah, WI 54956

Mark your check ‘Chapter 38’

CALENDAR OF EVENTS

Monthly Meetings are held the first
Saturday of the month at 10:00 a.m. at
Gibson Woods unless otherwise noted.
RSVPs are required for all future meetings. Please email kckim10@gmail.com
or text/call 219-433-5731
November 7, 2020 - Zoom Meeting
Dr. Spencer Cortwright, IUN Ecological Gem, Greater Chicagoland
Area
10am - 11am. Contact Kim Moor for
link: kckim10@gmail.com

December 5, 2020
Open House @ Gibson Woods 10-12
Book Sale, Seed Swap,
Natural Ornament Supplies
January 9, 2021
Greenhouse Orientation
Details to be determined
February 6, 2021
To be Determined
——————————————
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GIBSON WOODS WILD ONES

ANNOUNCEMENTS
Join us on Facebook
https://www.facebook.com/
pages/Wild-Ones-Native-PlantsNatural-Landscapes-GibsonWoods-Chapter38/528949993858676

2020 Officers
President:
Karl Ackermann
708-790-1322
acks123@sbcglobal.net
Vice –President:
Kim Moor
219-433-5731
kckim10@gmail.com
Secretary:
Tonia Flowers
(219)741-6392

WELCOME NEW MEMBER
Mary Gianopolus
We look forward to getting to know you!

NOVEMBER BUSINESS MEETING & 2021 ELECTION
ATTENTION MEMBERS: Our 2021 Officer Election will be held as an Election by Acclamation at our Zoom Business meeting. We had one nominee for each elected office President - Kim Moor
Vice President - Mickey Taylor
Treasurer - Karl Ackermann
Secretary - Tonia Flowers
Please make sure to RSVP if you plan on attending the Business Meeting on November 7 at
11:15 a.m. A link will be sent to you (separate from the 10:00 presentation )

GREENHOUSE UPDATE
The first of our 2021 plants have been ordered and are awaiting our TLC. Stay tuned for January Orientation details.
If you are a member and are interested in working in the Greenhouse this Winter, please contact Peggy Foster at omanigetwithit@comcast.net , or call her at 219-286-3262.

butterflygardentf@gmail.com

Treasurer:
Karl Ackermann

DECEMBER MEETING

Program Coordinator:
Mickey Taylor
(219)742-2775
micktec24@yahoo.com

Open House from 10:00 a.m. - 12:00 p.m.

Membership Chair:
Pat Rosenwinkel
219-865-2679
patrosen@sbcglobal.net
Newsletter Editor:
Kim Moor
Please email or call in info.
for the Newsletter by the 20th
Corresponding Secretary:
Pat Rosenwinkel
219-865-2679
patrosen@sbcglobal.net
Greenhouse Manager:
Peggy Foster
219-286-3262
omanigetwithit@comcast.net
Education Supervisor, Native
Plant Consultant/Ordering
Joy Bower, Gibson Woods
219-844-3188
Jbower1126@aol.com
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We’re trying to be creative this year so we can still get together before the Holidays in a safe
way. So, things will be a little different…
(masks & social distancing are required)

Book Sale - We have many educational books available - as well as t-shirts & even some jewelry. Come out on December 5th to do some Holiday shopping for the nature lovers on your
list. Or, pick up a book or two for yourself to help get you through the long winter! Most of our
books are discounted, and Wild Ones members can take advantage of a discount off the discounted price!

Ornaments using natural materials - We invite you to collect & share items from nature that
you’ve found. We will provide paper bags so you can take a little of this & that to create your
own natural ornament at home.
Seed Swap - take some time this month collecting some of your native plant seeds to swap
with others at our December meeting. Please label what you have. You don’t need to clean &
package what you have (unless you want to). We will supply bags & markers so we can all
share! Winter sowing is a great way to get started on a new garden project!
You don’t need to be a member to attend this event. But we do require an RSVP. We will
assign appointment times if we reach the maximum allowed inside at one time.
You can drop off nature items or seeds before the meeting if you’d like. Just visit Gibson
Woods Tues, Thurs, Sat, or Sun from 12-4 pm & let them know you have items for Wild Ones.

EDIE’S CORNER - RECYCLE!
This is the place to post things that you are in need of or
would like to share. Let’s take advantage of this space and
help each other out. Recycling in Action!
Need some pots? Scott Corriere donated some at our October meeting. There are a bunch of hanging pots & many
others. Please contact Kim Moor if you’re interested.
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We enjoyed a walk on one of the trails at Gibson Woods, guided by Caryn Corriere during our October meeting. I
thought I’d share an article about it’s history - because it is fascinating to know that such a gem is in our
‘backyard’. Thank you Caryn. We all enjoyed exploring & learning with you! (See page 5 for photos)
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From the Xerces Society -

for the full 12 page publication, please follow this link:
https://xerces.org/publications/fact-sheets/nesting-overwintering-habitat
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Member
Gardens
- by Kim
OCTOBER
MEETING
@Moor
GIBSON WOODS

How well do you know your Sumac trees?
Winged sumac is a large, deciduous shrub or small tree, 20-35 ft. tall, with short,
crooked trunks and open branching. Glossy, dark-green, pinnately compound leaves
turn reddish-purple in the fall. Yellowish-green flowers are succeeded by drooping, pubescent, pyramidal fruit clusters which turn dull red and persist through winter.
It is easily distinguishable from other sumacs by the winged leaf axis and watery sap.
Often forms thickets.
The stag-horn sumac is a 15-30 ft., colony-forming, deciduous shrub with crooked,
leaning trunks, picturesque branches and velvety twigs. Large, bright-green, pinnatelycompound leaves become extremely colorful in early fall. On female plants, yellowgreen flowers are followed by fuzzy, bright red berries in erect, pyramidal clusters
which persist throughout winter. Staghorn Sumac reaches tree size more often than
related species and commonly forms thickets. In winter, the bare, widely forking,
stout, hairy twigs resemble deer antlers in velvet, hence the common name.

CHARTER SCHOOL OF THE DUNES PROJECT
Thank you to all who came out to help at the Charter School of the Dunes. The school is creating an
educational garden area for their students. It will include raised vegetable garden beds, a large hoop
house, several rain barrels, and a native plant pollinator garden. Wild Ones donated a 50 plant pollinator
kit and helped get the plants in the ground on October 16th. A few of our members donated other plants
& shrubs to round out the collection. School personnel & our volunteers worked hand -in-hand to get this
job done in short order. It ’s going to look beautiful this Spring!
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HESSVILLE COMMERCE & COMMUNITY CREATIVE (HC3) DONATION
HC3 has purchased and is renovating the old Hansen library in Hessville. It took all Summer & early Fall to complete outside renovations before our Summer donation of naitve plants could be planted. Cardboard and mulch were laid down, and
natie plants planted on Octoer 24 & 25th with the help of four Wild Ones volunteers.
Future plans include the planting of some native shrubs and
more native plants. For more information about this non-profit
organization, please check out https://www.hc3hessville.org/

TRI-TOWN SAFETY VILLAGE TRICKOR-TREAT
A generous donation by Albanese Candy, along with 4
Wild Ones member volunteering for this event made for
a fun-filled day. Many trick-or-treaters came out, and
we were there handing out Wild Ones information cards
and the world’s finest Gummies! Parents & children
alike were happy
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