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Immanuel Lutheran Church LC-MS
229 11th Ave. West
Grinnell, Iowa 50112
Office: 641-236-6691
Email: immanuelutheran@iowatelecom.net

Rev. Dr. Joel Koepp
Cell Ph. 507-829-3901  
Email: koeppj@hotmail.com

Office hours
Monday through Thursday 8am to 3pm

Let’s Get Social
	          Website
                   http://www.immanuelgrinnell.org

	          Facebook
                   Immanuel Lutheran Church LC-MS

                       Podcast
		     https://anchor.fm/ImmanuelGrinnell

Worship with Us!
Sundays at Immanuel
Divine Worship 9:00 a.m.
Christian Education 10:30 a.m.
Bible Study 10:30 a.m.

Thursdays
Weekly Bible Study 11:00 a.m.
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Immanuel News    		               
Reference Information

HAVE YOU...moved? ...changed phone numbers? ...changed email addresses?  
...need to update birthday/anniversary dates? Let the office know! Thanks!

LET US KNOW...If you have a loved one ill or hospitalized, have a new 
baby, would like a pastoral visit, or if any pastoral need arises.

PRAYER REQUEST...If you would like a special prayer during the prayers of 
the church on Sunday, please contact Rev. Dr. Koepp: 

Office: 641-236-6691
Email: koeppj@hotmail.com   

Cell: 507-829-3901   
   	
DO YOU...want to put something in the bulletin or newsletter? Have a prayer 
request? Birth/Anniversary/Graduation announcements? Upcoming events? If 
so, please submit the information as you want it to appear in the bulletin or 
newsletter by the deadlines listed below to the church secretary at  
immanuelutheran@iowatelecom.net. 

Deadlines:
Bulletin – 12 noon of each Wednesday 
Newsletter – 15th of each month

For those of you without email access, please call or submit your written 
request to the church secretary.
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May 2020
“Who is this God?”

This June marks the beginning of the Trinity Season. On 
Trinity Sunday, we read the Athanasian Creed. If you 
remember from confirmation, a creed is simply a con-
fession or statement of what you believe. This solid dec-
laration of our faith is usually only read once a year. As 

we read through it, it is easy to get caught up in reading and not pay attention to what 
we are actually confessing. The first sentence begins with a solid and bold declaration, 
“Whoever desires to be saved must, above all, hold the catholic faith.” The word “catholic,” 
and notice that it is a small “c,” is a word that simply means “universal.” So this creed 
begins with the simple fact, that if you want to be saved, then you must know and truly 
confess the Triune God as the Triune God.

But what does that mean? It is easy to get lost in the “and yet there are not three, but 
one,” etc. I encourage you to read through this creed again, at home, more often than 
once a year, and as you do, do not forget what you learned in Confirmation class. Who 
is God? What are the distinct works that are ascribed to each person in the God-head? 
The Triune God is not a man-made, rationalistic adventure. How can the sinful mind 
fully comprehend the fullness of “one God in Trinity and Trinity in Unity, neither confus-
ing the persons nor dividing the substance.”

So who is God? What has He done for me? Why should I worship Him? Very simply, 
again go back to confirmation. What work is ascribed to God the Father? Creation. 
What does this mean? God has created everything! He has made me and all creatures. 
He has given me my body and soul, eyes, ears, and all my members, my reason and all 
my senses. But He not just created them; He also still, daily and continually takes care 
of them. He has given me everything! You know the list, clothing and shoes, and so on 
and so forth. He daily provides me with what I need to support my body and life. 

Is that all? Nope! He defends me against all danger and guards and protects me 
against all evil. Why? Because I am so wonderful? Nope again! He does this out of 
fatherly goodness and mercy. As parents, we don’t do things for our kids because they 
are perfect and wonderful. We try to tell them that if they are good, then they will get 
rewarded. But they can’t always be good, so we try and still reward them for trying 
to be good. Our Heavenly Father doesn’t reward us for being good. We can’t be that 
good! Our Heavenly Father does all of these things because He is gracious and merci-
ful.
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If that weren’t enough for God to have our thanks and praise, His love continues to be 
poured out. Jesus Christ, true God and true Man, has redeemed me, a lost and con-
demned person. Because we cannot be good, because of our sin, our lot lies with the 
devil and God’s wrath against sin, which is eternal destruction in hell. But God’s Love 
and mercy for us is so great, that He sent His Son to buy us back. Your body and soul 
were bought not with gold or silver, but the precious, innocent, body and blood of God 
Himself. Jesus bought and paid for you! He died and rose for your sins so that you may 
be His own and live in His Kingdom!

And if that still were not enough for God be worshiped and adored by all creation, it 
does not stop there. He again knows that we cannot be perfect or even good enough. 
He knows that we cannot go to God, nor in our sin do we want to. But He has given 
us Himself, His Holy Spirit, Whom calls us by the Gospel. He speaks to us through His 
Word. Here we are convicted of Sin and receive the mercies of forgiveness through the 
resurrected Word. The Holy Spirit also enlightens us with His gifts. As sinners we are 
continually wanting to look the other way, but here we have divine gifts. Look, here is 
water that has washed over your very body. That water washes you! You are born as a 
Child of God. You are born into His Kingdom. Here is His very body and blood that you 
eat and drink with your own mouth. That forgiveness and freedom won on the cross 
is yours. You are the eater; you are the recipient of that forgiveness. That peace that 
passes all understanding belongs to you! That strength to live in a sinful world with the 
assaults of the devil and your sinful flesh still attacking, that strength is yours as you 
eat and swallow. That strength in the body and blood of Christ is yours as it is on your 
tongue and in your belly.

And if that were not enough, the same Holy Spirit sanctifies you! It is He who makes 
you Holy as you cannot get there on your own. In the same way, on your own you can-
not remain true to His word, and He knows that. That is why He sent His Holy Spirit for 
you, given to you through these gifts so that you are kept in that true faith.  He is the 
one who works for you and through you. He uses you as in instrument of grace for your 
neighbor. As Luther writes many times, we live in faith towards God and in love towards 
our neighbors. Our works of service for our neighbors are done not for our glory, but 
for God’s glory. He sanctifies us; through Him we can and do serve our neighbors in 
love.

Thanks be to God! Who in His great love created, redeemed and sanctified us! All glory 
be to the Triune God, Father, Son, and Holy Spirit, who are “coeternal with each other 
and coequal, so that in all things…the Trinity in Unity and Unity in Trinity is to be wor-
shiped.”
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The Lutheran Church—Missouri Synod
LCMS Stewardship Ministry

Newsletter Article – June 2020

The sin of the world is paid for. God’s Law has been kept perfectly on our behalf. The prophecies have all been fulfilled. 
Jesus Christ has finished it all! And that, dear Christians, should fill us with complete confidence in our salvation. 
Since Jesus has finished all these things in His self-sacrifice, we can be fully certain our sins are forgiven, and we have 
everlasting life! 

St. Paul wrote: “I appeal to you therefore, brothers, by the mercies of God, to present your bodies as a living sacrifice, 
holy and acceptable to God, which is your spiritual worship.” (Rom. 12:1) 

We hear the same teaching in 1 Peter. “As you come to him, a living stone, rejected by men but in the sight of God 
chosen and precious, you yourselves, like living stones, are being built up as a spiritual house, to be a holy priesthood, 
to offer spiritual sacrifices acceptable to God through Jesus Christ.” (1 Peter 2:4-5)

It’s the very thing Malachi foretold of the Lord, that He would come and purify His priestly people, that they may offer 
to Him an offering in righteousness. (Mal. 3:3)

So, what does this mean?  In view of God’s mercies – that is, because Jesus sacrificed Himself to make us pure, giving 
His entire self into death – Paul said that we are to sacrifice ourselves entirely to God, offering Him our whole lives. 
For our Savior did not give Himself for us in part. So, we do not give back to Him in part.

We don’t offer ourselves to God just on Sunday mornings or Wednesday evenings, for example. Rather, we give Him 
our whole selves, all the time. We understand that offering ourselves to God as living sacrifices involves the giving of 
our time. It requires us to be faithful stewards of the time He has given us. Yes, it means we devote to our Savior all our 
time. Otherwise we are not sacrificing our whole lives.

You see, God both teaches us, and has graciously qualified us, to present ourselves to Him as living sacrifices – to live 
as His holy priests, who offer Him acceptable sacrifices through Jesus Christ, all day, every day, in our various callings.

In the passages from Romans and 1 Peter, we hear several examples of Christian self-sacrifice: serving, teaching, en-
couraging, giving, leading, showing mercy, living peaceably with others, submitting to governing authorities and those 
over us in the workplace, wives submitting to husbands, husbands honoring wives, showing compassion, and suffering 
patiently in doing good.

In all these things, and in all our other everyday activities, we sacrifice ourselves by using our time, not just for our 
own benefit, but also and especially for the well-being of others. Work time, school time, exercise time, study time, 
mealtime, chore time, recreation and relaxation time, even sleep time – it’s all God’s gift to us to use for purposes that 
please and honor Him.

This challenges us to think about the way we spend our time, how we utilize our talents, and the way we spend our 
treasures. Whatever it is I’m doing, am I doing it “for the Lord”? (Col. 3:23) Am I presenting God a living sacrifice? 
Am I conducting myself as a holy priest, whose sacrifice is acceptable to God?

Because our Lord sacrificed Himself wholly for us, we offer ourselves wholly to Him as living sacrifices. This is follow-
ing Jesus in self-sacrifice. By His saving mercy, yes, our sacrifice is acceptable to God. For the sake of Jesus’ finished 
work, God is pleased with us.
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Dear Friend of Orphan Grain Train,

WILL THEY EVER STOP??? Disasters, that is. 
It seems the past few years we’ve had one 
disaster after another, Nebraska flooding, the 
Paradise fire, Hurrican Michael, etc. 

But nothing like this. Nothing like a pandemic that threatens the entire country, indeed the 
world. Nothing that disrupts people’s lives in every state. Nothing that spreads havoc so 
insidiously from one person to another, silently, stealthily, unknowingly.

Part of Orphan Grain Train’s mission statement says, “In loving response to Christ, the servant, 
the Orphan Grain Train movement encourages and enables God’s people to share personal 
and material resources in bringing Christ’s name and character to needy people, both far and 
near.” Right now we have the opportunity, no, the duty, to bring help in the name of Jesus to 
those who are near, to people in our state, our city, sometimes our block, our family.

How are we helping? As always, we pray, we listen and respond as we are able. Meanwhile, 
the Lord is opening doors for us to love and serve our neighbors. For example:

•	 42 hospital beds, 31 heart monitors, 38 mattresses, 10,000 gloves, ect., were
 	 delivered to a Connecticut hospital overrun with Covid-19 cases.
•	 	 Thousands of face masks have been sewn and distributed by our 28 branches and 	               	

	 collection centers.
•	 Over 10,000 meals have been distributed from our portable kitchen to people who 	 	
	 have lost income and are struggling to feed their families in Nebraska.
•	 	 A 40 foot container of medical equipment, solar ovens and humanitarian aid was 		

	 sent to Zambia to help fight the spread of Covid-19.
•	 	 Hundreds of sanitary wipes have been prepared and given to companies, gas 	
•	       	stations, grocery stores, churches, etc., to sanitize anything frequently touched by 		

	 people. 
	
WILL YOU HELP? As the virus abates there will be a backlog of work to be done creating a 
sudden and huge expense for transportation costs. Critical needs emerging in poor countries 
where inadequate testing and record-keeping are shrouding the full impact of the pandemic 
will require far greater aid than normal. This is not over. But it gives us even greater opportu-
nity to be the hands and feet of Jesus, bringing help and healing to the poor and needy. 
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What does the future hold? The vast majority of cases so far have been in the northern hemi-
sphere. But this pandemic is spreading. While the numbers for the most part are still relative-
ly small in comparison to America, a number of African countries are seeing the number of 
confirmed cases double in a week or less. Many Africans live in abject poverty where modern 
communication is often absent. In these vulnerable settings, Covid-19 can easily get a strong 
foothold and spread like wildfire. People who are malnourished are especially susceptible to 
this virus, and the death rates and rates of serious complications can be expected to be much 
higher. 

With your help, Orphan Grain Train can help stem the tide of this pandemic in such vulner-
able settings. Food and medical supplies will especially be needed in the months ahead. 
Orphan Grain Trains’ Mercy Meals program can provide millions of nutritionally balanced 
meals that will help strengthen the immune systems of people so they can better withstand 
the ravages of this disease if they become infected. Medical equipment and supplies can also 
be provided in many areas where these resources are lacking.

But we need your help to accomplish this. We need to transport these supplies to those in 
need. We are asking you to consider as generous a gift as possible at this time so together we 
can meet the needs that will soon be upon us. Please remember our Lord’s many encourage-
ments to have mercy and compassion on those who are in need. Your generosity will have 
significant impact on how many people Orphan Grain Train will be able to assist. Though 
many in our country are facing unexpected challenges right now, we are still so fortunate to 
live in the most highly blessed country in the history of the world. Gifts of cash, securities, 
IRA rollovers, ect., can all be accepted and used to help others in great need. If you would like 
to help in giving a special gift or wish to leave an estate gift of some type, please call our of-
fice, 877-371-7393.

Jesus said in the Beatitudes, “Blessed are the merciful, for they shall obtain mercy!” It is our 
duty and our delight to offer the mercy shown by our Savior to those surrounding us, wheth-
er near or far. Please join together in a generous outpouring of the blessings God has given 
us to help save and relieve the lives of many.

In the name of our merciful Savior,

Rev. Ralph G. Schmidt CFRE
Director of Donor Advising
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    2020 Immanuel Officers & Board Members
President			 
Steve Haase						    

Vice President		
Joel McDonough
				  
Secretary			 
Kathy Stanek
				  
Treasurer			 
Chris Christinson
			 
Elders
Joel McDonough~Chairman			 
Steve Haase							     
Darlo Kelting				  
Ken Mergen				  

Trustees			 
Kevin Schultz								      
Ben Louden								      

Board of Education		
Sherry Baker~Chairman						   
Megan Schutt			 
Markie Koepp			
			 
Board of Stewardship 		
Keith Thorpe					   
Pamela Sittig						    
Cindy Cloyed	

Board of Evangelism & Missions	
June Routier~Chairman					  
Dianna Kelting	
Sandy Koch	

LWML President		
Pam Haase

LWML Treasurer		
Susan Schoen

LWML Secretary		
Pam Haase

LWML Christian Life	
Denise Cadwell

Organist			
Esther Huedepohl/Pam Haase

Church Secretary		
Amber Carnine

Sunday School Opening	
Pastor Koepp

Altar Guild				  
Helen Thorpe		
June Routier 			 
Danielle McDonough	
Pam Haase
Pam Sittig	
Esther Huedepohl (Backup)
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