Do you remember the last great conversation you had?


 The one where you were talking with someone, 



something you said, 



prompted another story from them, 




which led to a great story from you, 





a good laugh, 




and another story  


About the time that all the world's problems were almost addressed, 



someone looked at the time.  



The conversation quickly ended




 because one of you was late for something 




or that it was really late 





and your body was going to be upset with you in the morning?

Have you ever had a conversation like that with God?  


In this passage, 



Paul gives us a glimpse of what that could look like, 



at least a rough outline.  

This whole passage is really one big prayer.  

We don't get what Paul is specifically praying for the Ephesians until verses 17-23.  


But we would not get there, 



if Paul would not have worked his way through verses 3-16.  


We can't pull verses 17-23 out in isolation 



and expect to be able to pray like Paul.  


That would be like expecting someone to laugh like we did 



in the long conversation with our friend, 


when we tell them one anecdote 



from the hours long conversation.

Paul is excited to write this letter to the church in Ephesus and beyond.  


So much so, 



that he has a run on sentence 




that would make any English teacher have a stroke.  


What the NIV has translated into 8 sentences 



in verses 3-14, 


a number of which themselves 



would could cause a seizure in an English teacher, 




is one sentence in the Greek.  

To make it sound better, 


some call it a “lyrical song of praise.”  

In this lyrical song, 


Paul packs a semester long theology course.  



He speaks of God choosing us, 




the bounty of that choice, 




and the purpose.  





To make us holy and blameless, 






another way of saying different from the world




 

and able to pass inspection.  


In verse 5 and 6 



he speaks of our adoption by the Father, 




carrying with it God's complete control over our lives




 and all of our previous debts being wiped out.  


In verses 7 and 8 



Paul waxes about our deliverance from death, 




using terms like redemption 




that carry the denotation 





that we are unable to help ourselves without God's power. 


By verse 10, 



Paul is speaking how all this worked together 




to unleash the mystery to us, 





which now can be understood, 





but is still unfathomable to the uninitiated.  


Paul brings this wonderful journey to a close, 


as he acknowledges that the mystery is now known by both the Jews and Gentiles, 

so that there can be unity together.  

We watch Paul vacillate between you 


and us 


and concluding with a unified “our” or “we” 



as Paul talks about our inheritance.

With this great inheritance 


and the gifts that go with it sitting in his minds eye, 

this great promise we have of being with God in his work, 


because we have the gift of the Holy Spirit as a down payment, 

Paul finally moves to tell the church in Ephesus what he prays for them.  


Couched slyly by the terms, 



“For this reason.”  

Paul tells us 


that he asks God for two main things, 



with a couple of minor points included under each.  


The first is 



that we might have the spirit of Wisdom and Revelation from the Father.  


The second is 



that the eyes of our heart might be enlightened.  

This is what happens when you get in on a good conversation.  


You find yourself changed.  


Paul wants the church in Ephesus to find itself changed.  

The Spirit Paul asks for 


addresses two issues: wisdom and revelation.  

Wisdom is Sophia, 


the knowledge of how God does things.  

Revelation is Apocalypse, 


the pulling back the curtain.  


Understanding how things really work.  

John's writing at the end of the Bible


 is there to tell the church how to really be the church, 


what is happening behind the scenes, 



so that they can be the church.  

We need God's Spirit at work in our lives 


for both of these to happen.  



And we have it.  



Are we using it?  

Paul wants the church to use it, 


he asks God to give it, 



because it will change everything else.

Enlighten the eyes of our heart 


is the second request of Paul.  

There are three things Paul wants our eyes to see.  


To know the hope he has called us, 


the riches of his glorious inheritance,


 and the great power available to us who believe.  

This enlightenment,

 this bringing of light, 


transitions us nicely from our time looking at what it means to be light.  

The first of Paul's reasons to be light 


is the hope to which God has called us.  

This has been a hard winter in Skagway 

and occurrences outside of our valley 


don't bring much more hope to us via the news.  

But what a difference it makes


 when we hold the hope that Paul spoke of 



in his one sentence in verses 3-14.  


That Jesus died 



and broke the power of death, 


that we are adopted children of the Father, 



and we receive all of the benefits as children, 


and that we already have the first sign that all will come to as God planned 



in the Holy Spirit.  

God has yet to really make things play out 


how I would predict they would go.  

Day after day, 


what people thought was going to happen, 


suddenly changes because something they never saw coming happens.  

This is the hope that we have.  


That mankind, 


that the powers and formulas of the world 



do not have the last say.  

God's Kingdom has the final say, 


because he is King 


and he is making new things happen here and now.  



Despite what the pundits say on television.

The second item that our eyes need to see 


is the riches of our inheritance.  

We tend to hear this as going to heaven when we die.  


Which shows that our eyes need to be enlightened 



just like Paul requests.  

Inheritance wasn't just what you would receive from the estate when your parents died, 


it was the estate itself.  

You were already living with all the benefits of the inheritance, 


as we hear the father in Luke 15 tell his non-wayward son.  



You always had me, 




everything I have is yours.  


The son just never used it.  

Jesus has given us the gifts of deliverance from death, 


forgiveness, 


the Holy Spirit, 


unity, adoption, peace of mind, love, 



and the list goes on.  

These are all things that we can use now, 

that are to our benefit now.  


We don't have to wait to die to use them.  

Our inheritance,


 when we were adopted by our Father, 



was given to us to use the day we were his children.  


But we often treat it as our rainy day fund 


or emergency fund.  

Only when things get really bad, 


then we try to use it.  

Paul's prayer is that our heart would see and use it 


right now.

The third item our heart's eyes need to see 


is the power of God.  

Paul sees no greater use of power, 


than when the Father raised the son from the dead.  



No atomic bomb, 



no seismic force has greater power




 than to bring life from death.  

The father used this power for his son Jesus 


and he has the same power available to use in our lives as well.  

Paul identifies that nothing is greater than this power, 


when he talks about Jesus being seated above all rule and authority, 



power and dominion.  

There is nothing that is greater 


than what the Father did for his son.  

That same power is available to us as the church.  


For we are the ones who will demonstrate it to our families, 



friends, neighbors, and enemies.  

That is how God's children should use their inheritance.  


To let others know about their inheritance from the Father. 

 The more our eyes see what God's power has done through Jesus Christ,


 the more we will ask the Father



 like Paul 


to give us the Spirit of wisdom and revelation, 



and to enlighten our hearts to God's power, inheritance, and hope.

This is best done through good conversations with God.  


Where we are contemplating the things he did 



as Paul does in the first long greek sentence, 


and then we are able to see it at work in our lives 



in new and hopefully growing ways. 

As the Spirit shows us new things 


and the light shines on the gifts God has given us.
