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Is Minnesota Really the Land of 10,000 Lakes?
By Kitty Mayo
If there's one thing Minnesota identifies with, it's our
lakes. The tagline “Land of
10,000 Lakes” was first
coined as a tourism byline in
the 1920's, and every kid
growing up here takes it
proudly to heart.
But, the neighboring state
of Wisconsin sometimes tries
to horn in on the action, and
earlier this summer claimed
to have more lakes than Minnesota, specifically claiming

through the Wisconsin tourism board that they had 5,000
more lakes.
Here are the facts:
Minnesota counts lakesproper as being of the size of
10 acres, or more. That qualifies 11,842 lakes in Minnesota, according to the Minnesota Department of Natural
Resources. There are 21,871
lakes in Minnesota that are
over 2.5 acres.
Wisconsin counts its lakes
with a lower threshold, putting the name “lake” on any
body of water over 2.2 acres.
By that measure, Wisconsin
has 15,074 “lakes” that are
2.2 acres, or larger. Sixty-percent of those pond-like places
are not even named.
If we measured Wisconsin
lakes by the same yardstick
as Minnesota lakes, at least
10 acres, they fall to second

place quickly.
Looking at federal data
from the United States Geological Survey (USGS), the
comparisons getting even
more drastic.
For total bodies of water,
regardless of size, Minnesota
ranks first with 124,660 to
Wisconsin's 82,009. Looking
at waterbodies with official
names Minnesota has more at
8,784 to Wisconsin's 5,481.
And, according to the
USGS's calculations of lakes
that are 10 acres or larger:
Minnesota hauls in a handy
first place with far more than
the MnDNR's estimate at a
whopping 14,444 compared
to just 6,176 for the lagger,
Wisconsin.
So kids, if you were ever
wondering if Minnesota really was the land of 10,000
lakes: the answer is yes, and
then some!
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THANK YOU FOR YOUR SERVICE!
State Legislature Adds Four Days of Recognition for Veterans
The last session of the Minnesota state
legislature established several days of recognition for specific groups:
POW/MIA Recognition Day will be the third
Friday of each September, recognizing the
courage and sacrifices of Minnesota's POW/
MIA and their families. The bill S.F. 242 was
introduced to ensure the motto found on the
POW/MIA flag “You Are Not Forgotten”
will be held true. In speaking to the Senate
Veterans and Military Affairs committee,
American Legion Third District Commander
Carla Tappainer said, ““If we forget, we're
going to repeat the mistakes that have been
made in the past. We can't let that happen.”

the forefront the high risk veterans are at for
suicide, with estimates of 20 veterans dying
by suicide every single day. The day of
recognition hopes to increase attention and
visibility to the crisis through this enactment.
American Allies Day will be observed on
June 30th of each year, honoring foreignborn individuals who fought alongside the
United States armed forces in military
conflicts around the world. Schools are
encouraged to teach about the role of Ameri-

Veterans Suicide Awareness Day is now the
first Saturday of every October, bringing into
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can allies during conflicts, with a special
emphasis on those soldiers from allied
countries who later immigrated to Minnesota.
Hmong Special Guerrilla Units Remembrance Day is now officially on May 14th
and honors Southeast Asians, Americans and
their allies who served, suffered, sacrificed
or died in the Secret War in Laos during the
Vietnam War from 1961 to 1975. Minnesota
is home to the second largest population of
Hmong-Americans in the country.
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