If you have been involved in an organization where voting occurred, 


you are probably familiar with Robert's Rules of Order.  

First published in 1876 


in order for organizations to run meetings efficiently and fairly to all.  

The 11th edition was published in 2011 


as it accounted for e-mail notifications and electronic meetings.  

We keep updating the rules, 


because when everyone is playing by them, 



the meeting allows everyone to have their say 



and be done fairly.  

The meetings you walk away from frustrated by, 


it is probably partly due to an infraction of Robert's Rules.  



“If I would have known that was intended, 




I would have come prepared, 




or done something different.” 



 “I didn't know we were going to vote on that.”

Our text today 


has long been a text that seemingly ran counter to any sort of way to run meetings.  

Lee Strobel wrote the Case for Christ in 1998 


that spent a healthy amount of time looking at Jesus' trial 


and all of the pieces that were seemingly out of order and unjust.  



Which if we were Presbyterians before we were Christians, 




we would cry out blaspheme to.  

I read Strobel's book in college 


and it has influenced a number of my sermons, 

as it highlighted all of the issues that appear in Jesus' trial 


that were counter to Pharisaic Law.   



The trial at night, 



during the passover, 



reaching a verdict on the same day, 



having the false witnesses, 




and the list goes on, 



you could almost write a book about it.  

The problem with all of these is points, 


is they were looking at the wrong version of the law.  

The Mishnah that scholars used to compare the trials to, 


was from the Post Fall of Jerusalem Pharisaic Law.  

But during Jesus' trials, 


the Sadducean Law was in effect in Jerusalem.  

As we have seen with the US Congress, 


the rules of the House and Senate 



can make a huge difference on how laws come into existence at that time.  

Change the rules, 

change how you make judgements.

Using the Sadduccean Law that was in effect at the time, 


scholars have now found that everything that was done, 



was up to the code of the law at the time.  

The latter laws may have been more fair and just, 


but as with our building codes, 



we are sometimes thankful for grandfather clauses in the process, 




otherwise we need to start fundraising for an elevator.

But if we do not have Jesus being condemned unfairly 


by the Jewish Religious Establishment, 



what do we have?  

We have the key question, 

the life changing question, 


we have the gospel 


or the myth, 



depending on which way you answer.  

We have the same question 


the the Jewish Religious Establishment has been confronted with 



throughout the whole gospel of Matthew, 

“Is Jesus the Messiah?”  

“Is Jesus the Son of God?”  


How you answer that question 



can change your whole life.  


It changed Jesus'.

 The first half of the trial is the set up.  


What was happening, 


the intention behind it, 



the agenda if you will.  

Matthew phrases their intentions uniquely, 


“False evidence 



so that they could put him to death.”  

This is key, 


as it acknowledges that there is nothing that Jesus has actually done 



to deserve death.  

When we live in the truth, 


Jesus lives.  

Now before we get to high and mighty on trial that night, 


we should know that since 1973, 



one in 10 death row inmates has been exonerated and set free, 


after further evidence proved their innocence.  

The witnesses so far have not born any fruit, 


but they finally had two that at least lined up.  

But Jesus is not forced to respond to it.  

But the high priest has followed the letter of the law 


and seeminglessly transitions to the question he knows will change the tide.

We reach the heart of the trial, 


when the Chief Priest asks Jesus under oath, 



“Are you the Christ, 



the Son of God?”  

This question not only puts Jesus on the spot, 


it puts the Jews on the spot, 


and us on the chair as well.  

For Jesus does not take the easy way out and says, 


“No, I am not.”  

Instead, 


he gives us a qualified affirmation.  

Not even a crystal clear, 


“Yes I am.”  

The question is why?  


Why doesn't Jesus say, 



“Yes I am.”  


And instead says, 



“It is as you say.”  

Jesus goes this route, 


because this is a trial 


and there is some disparity of definition of terms.  

Jesus is the Son of God 

and the Messiah, 


but not in the way the High Priest is asking. 



Which can lead to some confusion.  

There are many people in town who would say, 


“Ryan married us.”  

I would counter that, 


“Ryan presided over their marriage ceremony.”  



I have only married Lisa.  

Jesus is the Messiah and Son of God, 


he will affirm that.  

But he is wary of affirming that he is the Messiah 


that is going to overthrow the Roman oppressors 


and set Israel up over the nations.  

If he were to affirm that, 


they might reconsider putting him to death, 



if they can ride the coat tails.  

But Jesus wants the truth to be proclaimed and clear.  


He has made it clear that he is the suffering servant, 


the Messiah that was bringing about God's kingdom through the beatitudes, 



not power and might.

To help clarify, 


Jesus lets them all know that they will see him sitting at the right hand of God 


and coming on the clouds of heaven.  

This is different than what they wanted to paint him as.  

This clearly proclaims who Jesus is.  


And in doing so,



 puts the Jewish leaders on trial.  

The question is, 


“Do they believe him?”  

He is not only the Messiah, 


one title.  



The Person who was to come to save them.  

He was also the Son of David, 


the one who was to rule them.  

But he is sitting at the right hand of God, 


a claim to Divinity, 

and the coming on clouds of heaven in judgement.  


That is who he is, 



so what are you going to do?

Do you believe this?  


If yes, 



he lives.  


If no, 



he dies.  

The High Priests are aware of all that Jesus has done.  


They are aware of his work and following 



enough to want to end it.  

But what if it were true?  


That is the question, 



and Jesus does not give them any room 




to sneak around having to face the question.  

He clearly proclaims who he is 


and what he came to do.  

Now is the Sanhedrin going to listen?  

Are we going to listen?

We know that the Sanhedrin did not listen.  


Instead they tore their robes 


and condemned Jesus of blasphemy.  



Of speaking falsely about God.  



Of claiming that Jesus was God.  

But in all of their bold actions, 


which were not done lightly, 



as the high priest almost never tore his robes, 


not even in mourning the loss of his family, 



we hear some wavering.

It is not wavering in the way we would expect it.  


I have traditionally heard verse 68 as cruelty and mocking.  

But it is also partly making sure that they are making the right call.  

If he was a prophet, 


he would be able to know who hit him.  

Jesus did not add that awkward moment 


and cause a retrial, 



as he remained silent like a sheep before his shearers.  


But what if he would have?  

We may have missed the real purpose of his coming possibly.  


But again Jesus words 


or lack there of 



bring about his intended plan and will.

They also leave us to answer the question, 


“Do we believe Jesus is who scripture proclaims him to be?”  

Without the heavily rigged trial, 


but one done fairly and by the book, 



do I want to follow a Lord 


who was condemned to death



 because his way was so foreign to my preferred way?  

For you and I are not too different than the Sanhedrin.  


We have our preferred ways of operating, 



which is mainly with us in power.  

Who was correct in this trial, 


if it was done fairly?  

Those who said Jesus blasphemed 


and spoke falsely about God, 

or the one who claimed to be the Son of God and Messiah?  

Many of us proclaim to be on Jesus' side, 


but do our actions back up our words?  

Or are we like some at the trial 


who slapped Jesus' face 



and asked him to prophesy, 


just to check to make sure we are going in the right direction.  

I prefer affirmation that where I am going is the right way.  


But sometimes, 



God asks us to trust him, 


when we do, 



we demonstrate our faith 


and proclaim that Jesus is the Messiah, 


the Son of David.  

May we do that more and more.
