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A FEW WORDS ABOUT OUR 
SPECIAL PRODUCT UPGRADES
Oops! When did you ever see me have a “few 
words”? Over the years, Island Hardware has 
strived to provide what we think our islanders 
want with some successes and, yes, failures 
as well. There were the fifty-some odd gas 
powered hedge trimmers. Oops! How many 
manicured hedges have you seen on Orcas 
lately? But seriously folks, here are a few 
product upgrades we have made, hopefully on 
your behalf.

We have switched our stock framing lumber 
to the best practical grade available: Premium 
grade Douglas Fir dry at an additional cost 
of about 10%. This product drastically cuts 
waste and provides you with straight framing 
with 4 corner boards. The time you save in 
installation may well make up for the initial 
small extra cost. An old friend of mine used 
to say “When you put a quarter in your eye, 
you cannot see the dollar bill in your hand.”

Our ½" and ⅝" wall and roof plywood 
is now made with five plies instead of the 
standard four layers. More layers provides 
you with a “flat” product with less deflection 
for the, say, next hundred years for a nominal 
original cost of from 5-15% more.

These and other upgrades to our building 
material standards have largely been made 
at the request of many of our loyal island 
contractors. Also I’d like to thank the quality-
minded island painters who convinced us 
years ago to become a Rodda and Cloverdale 
Paint dealer. Add all of you loyal island 
diy’s and you have managed to make us the 
largest independent Rodda and Cloverdale 
Paint dealer in the area. The closest larger 
independent dealer is in Russia!

Pick a builder who chooses Island 
Hardware as their principal supplier and 
you’ll have a very good chance of dealing 
with an Island builder with an eye for quality 
over just price. When they take pride in 
supplying the best materials, chances are 
they’ll provide you with a superior home, 
remodel, addition, or even a simple repair.

ISLAND COSTCO DEPARTMENT
How can we hope to be somewhat competitive with our friends at 
Burlington Costco? We pay them the same prices as you do.

1. We put a small markup on all our stock.
2. We transport 6 full pallets each trip.
3. We save you the ferry fare.
4. We save you 8 hours shopping and travel costs.
5. You don’t buy that $150 worth of extras.
6. We have no yearly membership fees.
7. Their coffee is a dollar.

People may forget what you said or did,
but not how you made them feel.

CHRISTMAS IDEAS FOR THE CREW

Christmas lights are here! Brighten up your dark 
yard with some holiday LED lights. Check out 
the 3D Meteor LED Light Burst!  Just $57.89!

We have the ultimate canvas tarps — longest 
lasting premium duty tarps around! 12'x28' 
for $148.99; 16'x24' for $179.99

Portable jobsite heater for $70.69! This is a great high volume heater!

$239.57

$151.11

Tired of listening to your co-worker sing to you? These 
small power house radios are the ticket to happiness!



Well, if they’re at your house, they’re 
probably best described as field mice 
or maybe cute little forest mice, 
however if they’ve invaded your 
friends’ house, then the statement 
“I see you have rats” might be more 
appropriate.

About ten years ago, our house, 
workshop, and car barn suffered 
an invasion the likes I thought not 
possible! I quickly engaged San Juan 
Pest Control to combat this problem. 
Cost was to be no object. For those 
of you who know me, you know 
that things would have to reach total 
desperation for me to authorize such 
an expense.

The pest company team was 
trapping 10 to 15 critters weekly. The 
leader of my vermin control team 
informed me after several months 
that they were just keeping up with 
the birth rate! I was then informed 
that after extensive training, I would 
have to join the team if success was 
to remain the goal. He assured me 
that if I strictly followed his training 
methods, I’d have at least a 50% 
chance of recapturing my home and 
possibly even my vehicles! So as 
not to keep you in suspense, let me 
announce if not total victory, we 
humans and pets are in complete 
control of the close-to-3% of the total 
land that houses us and our vehicles 
for the last 10 years! Now the 
workshop is a war not won, however 
we have learned how to coexist. The 
renowned Orcas Auto Tech more 
commonly known as Uzek stated that 
in some winters close to 40% of his 
electrical repair work is generated 
by the little creatures chomping on 
our engine wires. Here are our steps 
taken to mouse-proof our vehicles:
1. When in storage, open vehicle 
hoods.
2. Liberally distribute clothes 
dryer sheets throughout the engine 
compartment. (Mice are especially

MICE OR RATS

To the few folks on Orcas who may wonder were Paul goes 
in the winter: here’s one of his neighbors @ the RV park.

fond of air cleaner boxes).
3. Park on sheets of expanded metal 
(plaster lath). The sharp edges keep 
some of them from crossing to the 
tires and then their new winter home.
4. Spread “Shake-Away” packets into 
cozy areas of your car and, for that 
matter, also your house. These are 
non-poisonous little miracle packets 
that have a smell that may drive 
some of your rodents over to your 
neighbors’ house without harming 
your family. How do I know they 
work some of the time? Well I’ve 
not seen a dropping near one. Proof, 
no — hope, yes. Also, do not let your 
close neighbors know about these for 
obvious reasons!
Remedies to save your house:
1. Stuff steel wool into any hole 
that’s big enough to fit a common 
yellow pencil. That’s right, that hole 
will serve as a baby mouse door!
2. Remove all fiber insulation that 
a mouse may have lived in. There 
are special hazardous material 
companies in spacesuits trained for 
this. My $400 worth of insulation 
was removed and disposed of for 
only $2,400.
3. Bait traps with peanut butter 
without setting them for several 
nights. When they get used to their 

newfound dinner plate, WHAM! 
Traps must be set along perimeters or 
inside corners. No enemy wants to be 
caught out in the open.
4. Keep crawl spaces clean and try 
stringing lights on an appliance timer. 
On and off every few hours should 
do the trick.
5. If you feel that you must replace 
insulation, seal joist cavities with ¼" 
wire cloth. No insulation, no mouse, 
but big heating bill.
6. Place Shake-Away where 
droppings exist and in dark areas 
they might find cozy. For this, you 
need to think like a rat.

All of these remedies are pet 
friendly except maybe the trap. There 
is hope. Our home and vehicles 
have remained mouse-free for the 
last ten years. I cannot vouch for 
the neighborhood. I cannot tell you 
which of these remedies work the 
best and which ones may not work at 
all. I just know that the combination 
along with removal of cozy warm 
dark areas has a 10-year record 
of success. I do not dare change 
one thing. By the way, I guess you 
have figured out where, in Crow 
Valley, the necessary supplies can be 
purchased. Good luck unless you’re 
my neighbor.


