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MARQUETTE COUNTY
QUILTERS ASSOCIATION
P.O. Box 411

Marquette, MI 49855

www.marquettequilters.com

April, 2016

April 6, 2016
Marquette Arts & Culture Center at PWPL
Drop-in Sewing 1p-9p, Potluck 5:30p, Business Meeting 6:30p
Come when you can!
Barb says, “We have the glass roof and carpeted rooms from 1-9 pm.”

A sew-in focused on Charity Projects (see below) for those who want to pitch
in, or bring your own project to work on with fellowship.

A note from our Charity Quilting Chair, Karen S.:
Spring has sprung!

Well,

…… almost.

As you know, MCQA members spent a few hours on March 19 celebrating National Quilt
Day, sharing our love of quilting with folks from the Marquette and surrounding areas.
Guests came from as far away as Gladstone. It was a great day of quilting fun. There
were make and take projects for our guests as well as the opportunity to learn a new quilt
block, the Disappearing Pinwheel. Those working on the Disappearing Pinwheel quilt
blocks were welcome to take their block, but chose for them to be used in our Harbor
House charity quilts. Members also participated in the “quilt in” part of the day working
on the Neonatal quilts for the local hospitals. This group meets on a regular basis and
welcomes anyone to join in.
Alice J. informs me that we are well on our way to achieving our goal of 36 Nooker
quilts for Bay Cliff 2016. At the January meeting it was decided that we devote the April
meeting, a day of sewing, as a day to work on the Nooker quilts. It is because of you, we
are so near to reaching our goal of 36 Nooker quilts. With that said, our April sewing
meeting charity focus will be finishing up any Nooker quilt you may have, and/or start

working on our next project, Harbor House quilts. And, as always, members are welcome
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to work on their own project.
As you know, National Quilt Day is a day of celebration and learning. Well, I learned that
we needed an updated version of the Disappearing Pinwheel instructions shared
previously to create uniform blocks for our Harbor House projects. (That is if you choose
this “group” project) This is a fun block to work with. Attached is an updated version to
accommodate the 10” square (as in a Layer Cake). A few things were modified, so take
note. The Harbor House committee has quite a few 10” cut squares of light and dark
fabrics, pre-cut, which can be used when working on Harbor House quilts. (We can always
use more.) They will be available at the April meeting. If you choose to use this block in
making quilts for Harbor House, 7 blocks across and 8 blocks down would make a nice size
(74” x 84.5”). Note, the only pre-requisite for the Harbor House quilts are they to be
twin size, feel free to choose a pattern or block of your choice. Let see if we can come up
with at least 6 quilts this summer.
Teresa Z is already collecting teddy bear quilts. Yay! We will really start to focus on
the teddy bears this fall. There has been a request from the Salvation Army and St.
Vincent de Paul to provide something for young girls 4-7 and young teenage girls at
Christmas time as well. Several members have already started to make small bags for
the girls. There are several patterns out there young girls would love and are relatively
easy to make.
Note: knitters out there, the pattern for the teddy bear sweaters is on the website. If
you need a copy let me know.
Needs of the community are on-going. Even though we as a group are tackling projects
more on a “quarterly” type basis, I encourage you to work on projects of your choice
throughout the year.
Note: I have the guild’s “stash” at my house. Feel free to give me a call if you need some
fabric to work with.
One last thing: Ron and I went to the Chinese Restaurant the other day. My fortune
cookie said:

Take the initiative and others will support you!
If there are things you’d like to see done, go for it! Get some friends together and have
fun!

Karen S.
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the Disappearing Pinwheel instructions,

updated

Disappearing Pinwheel Block

Select 2 contrasting
10 inch blocks
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With right sides together,
sew the two pieces together
with a quarter inch seam
allowance.

This will create four
half-square triangles.

Cut diagonally in both
directions from corner to
corner (indicated by the
two solid black lines).
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Press each half square
triangle open, pressing
toward the darker fabric.
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Sew the four sections
together to form a
pinwheel block, as shown.
Press.
Trim and square up
to form a 12 inch block.

Square up cutting 6” from center
both horizontally and vertically

6”

6”

1

4”
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Cut block into thirds
by cutting 4” from the
edges,
horizontally and vertically.

The result will be
nine smaller pieces.

4”

*Shown below are
just three variations of the
disappearing pinwheel.
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Rearrange the resulting pieces to
create a block pattern of your choice.
Sew together using a quarter inch seam
allowance to create a finished block.
Press .
Blocks should measure 11” square.
1

2

3
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Rapid River Retreat- May 9th to May 15th

We are so excited for the upcoming
retreat.
Hope you can join us for a couple days
up to a full week.
The price will be $25.00 per day with a
max of $100.00 for the whole week.
Please note the form attached with this
newsletter for many of the details. Feel
free to print and fill out the form or there
will be forms available at the April
meeting. Registration and payment
deadline is April 15, and space will be
filled on a first-come, first served basis.
The lodge capacity is 20 people.
The MCQA website has photos from
the 2015 retreat. If you were there, you
know it was a great time for relaxed
friendship with quilting buddies. If you
were not there, you will get a sense of
the good time had by all, and that
awaits you in 2016!

Retreat committee:
Joan K., Tracey C., Chris S., Connie H.

AND THIS NEWS FROM GLENNA: MARK YOUR CALENDAR - SHOP THE TOP SHOP HOP

APRIL 29 - MAY 7
Quilts 'n Stuﬀ by Glenna, Escanaba
Quilter's Haven, Menominee
Pine Street Quilts, Marinette
Alley Kat's Quilt Shop, Marquette
Ben Franklin Crafts, Marquette
Country Garden Quilts and More, Ishpeming
Fabric Patch, Ironwood
Portage Quilt House, Houghton
Sew Irresistible, Houghton
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Marquette County Quilters Association Meeting Minutes
March 2, 2016, Peter White Public Library Community Room
Call to order at 6:30 pm by Laura Reilly, Secretary, substituting for Tracey Cairati.
Welcome to all including new member Patti Mercure. Laura thanked the Hospitality team Laurie Short
and Char Grimsby and the volunteers this month Sara Doubledee, Carol and Bob Siebe, and Susan Vore.
Program: What’s New in Books by Mary Poirier. Mary explained the book production process and
why it is often not possible to purchase the exact fabrics used in book illustrations. Before cutting fabric
for a project in a book, check for errata on the publisher’s website. Books popular at County Garden
Quilts and More were shown in the following categories: Basic skills, Precuts, Favorite authors and
designers, Specialty techniques, Sampler quilts, and miscellaneous favorite books. Mary said there are
many new books each month, and most quilt shops are happy to order any book-in-print for you even if
it is not carried in the shop inventory.
Brief announcements before the break-social time:
Susan V:
• Last chance to sign up for Fons and Porter’s Love of Quilting new or renewal
• There are 10 free day-passes for the International Quilt Festival Chicago 2016, April 7 - 9.
Gerry:
• Last chance to renew membership to continue to receive newsletters/communications from MCQA
Break and Social time
Business meeting:
Minutes of January 2016 were approved as presented in the February news as moved by Sara D. and
seconded by Gerry and Jen.
Treasurer’s Report, Susan V: Balances as of 2/29/2016
Checking
$1,963.67
Savings
$7,405.29
Quilt Show $1,812.64
Total funds $11,181.60
Audit of 2015 was completed by Kay Beauchamp, with all in order. Thanks to Kay for this review.
Old Business:
Charity projects news – Karen S. read a thank you from the Ishpeming St. Vincent DePaul for teddy
bears and quilts received prior to Christmas. This year, the charity focus in the first quarter is nooker
quilts for Bay Cliff, second quarter is single bed quilts for Harbor House, third quarter is teddy bear
quilts and quilted gifts for teens and preteens for Christmas. Teddy bears will be ordered later in the
year, but members wishing to construct teddy bear quilts at this time are welcome to do so, to be
collected by Teresa Z. The April meeting sew day will focus on nooker quilts to achieve the
commitment to make 36 quilts by June. One activity at National Quilt Day will offer participants the
chance to make a Disappearing Pinwheel block to take home or donate to become part of a Harbor
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House quilt. 10 inch squares are being cut from our stash for Harbor House, but we could use some
donations of yardage or 10 inch squares of blenders in cream, beige, light tans.
Alice J stated she has nooker quilt kits to pick up tonight, and is taking any completed quilts. She is
unsure how many quilts are being worked on by members who are making quilts from their own
materials, and needs to know how many quilts are being done. This will help focus our efforts at the
April sew day and beyond so that every nooker (age 3-5) at Bay Cliff will receive her or his own quilt to
take home.
National Quilt Day - March 19, Mqt Arts & Culture Center, 11a - 3p. Laura R provided a description
of the activities and layout, including a listing of volunteers needed both before the event and during the
event. Members unable to attend National Quilt Day were encouraged to sign up for one of the
preparatory tasks. Activities were discussed, members were encouraged to bring a machine for public
use and to be available at one of the activity stations to mentor a novice. The support provided by the A
+CC was explained. Members were encouraged to help distribute a poster to a public area. Contact
Laura if more posters are needed.
New Business
Sister Guild - Susan V read a letter from Karen A Gibson on behalf of the Thunderbay Quilters of
Atlanta, Michigan, proposing becoming a ‘sister guild’ to share sources of learning, teachers, activities,
classes and perhaps a challenge, round robin, or exchange. Karen Gibson was one of the judges for
Autumn Comforts 2014. This guild is located midway between Gaylord and Alpena in the northern LP
with more than 60 members of all skill levels and diverse interests. It was moved, seconded and
approved to agree to become a sister guild. Jeanne B will send a response and our recent newsletters to
Karen Gibson.
Fiber Arts Festival - Jeanne B explained the planning being done by the Marquette Regional History
Center to hold a Fiber Arts Festival (name not yet determined) on October 1, 2016 at the History Center.
Guilds involved in spinning, weaving, knitting, crocheting have been invited to participate, and our guild
is invited to showcase quilting. A full description of plans so far is provided in the March newsletter.
The things we would be asked to provide was reviewed, and included 2 lecture/demonstrations
(approximately 30minutes + Q&A) of some aspect of quilting. We would need to provide hardware to
hang quilts we wish to display. The amount of space in the atrium for us would be determined by the
number of guilds participating, but we may have up to 1/4 of the space. Much of the publicity would be
handled by the History Center as they do their many events. It was moved, seconded (Marcy N, Ann P)
and approved to participate in this Fiber Arts Festival. Jeanne will inform Tracey C, our representative
on the planning committee, and Rosemary from the History Center.
Next meeting
April 6, charity sew-in meeting, focus on Bay Cliff nooker quilts, at MACC 1-9pm, Barb
Show & Tell
Adjourned at 8:30 pm.
Submitted by Jeanne Baumann, substituting for Laura Reilly
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A Story I Cannot Forget

Jeanne Baumann

Last fall semester, I was enrolled in a course at NMU. With the assistance of the
“Senior Scholarship” program, I find it hard to pass up the opportunity to participate in
learning in a field new to me, to spend quality time with the young generation (they are
wonderfully tolerant of us gray-haired oldsters!), and to see the determination of nontraditional students to achieve while balancing family roles and an adult life. Such
richness added to my days. Our community is blessed.
Because I had met one of the graduating Art & Design students, I went to the
December Senior Exhibit at the DeVos Gallery. I found a diverse display of art media:
classic painting, video, business image design, sculpture, informational graphics and
more….… And, there were
several fiber art
installations, much to my
delight.

I cannot forget the story told
by one graduating senior,
Nina Lehto. I do not know
this woman, but her exhibit
in honor and appreciation of
her mother shows not only
the artistry she created, but
the beauty in her soul.
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Cyclically Unraveled is the title of her exhibit. I have retyped the text of her statement
below.
Cyclicity Unraveled is a series of work that explores the symbiotic relationship
between artifact and memory. Specifically, it explores the memories I share with
my mother, Kathy. She is a gifted seamstress, a trade that she so patiently
taught me as a child. After my family lost our home of fifteen years to foreclosure
last fall, she steadily remains positive about the future, holding all of us together
by the seams.
We no longer have a physical home, but my mother makes one for us.
Items I encounter daily continue to remind me that home is not a place, but
experiences shared and cherished. For example, a spool of thread or a humble
thimble reminds me of when my mother first taught me how to sew. The items
are recreated in blue and white porcelain, because this material has been
treasured in both Eastern and Western cultures for thousands of years. This
juxtaposition between the permanence and value of porcelain and the disposable
nature of these simple objects allows these items to become sacred relics, just
as sacred as the learning of a trade passed down from mother to daughter.
My mother has been selfless her whole life. She has sacrificed immensely
to let her loved ones follow their dreams while persistently pursuing her own.
Cyclicity Unraveled is a gesture of love and gratitude towards her for all that she
has done and all she continues to do. To express my appreciation to the viewer,
please feel free to take one of the buttons from the display to keep a little
memory of your own.
I have my memory button with my hand sewing tools and supplies. I cannot forget the story of
Nina, her mother Kathy, and through this story I feel connected to the countless mothers,
daughters and sons, held together with the fibers of love, determination, and the treasure of
family and community.

Nina’s website: http://clehto.wix.com/nina-lehto
Facebook: Ceramics by Nina Lehto
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MCQA 2016 Board of Directors
President:

MCQA 2016 Committees

Tracey Cairati

Charity Quilt Coordinator: Karen Sanford

Past President: Carol Luoma

Bay Cliff: Alice Johnson, Joan Kaukola

V.P. Programs: Carol Luoma, Barb Bennett,

Harbor House: Barb Bennett, Karen
Sanford

Gerry Nault
V.P Publicity:
Secretary:

Neonatal: Ann Pillote & Material Girls

Karen Sanford

Laura Reilly

Treasurer: Susan Vore

Teddy Bear Quilts: ? 2016
Historian:

Judy Parlato

Hospitality:

Laurie Short, Char Grimsby

Library: Jen St.Martin Jan - June,
EvAnn Johnson Aug.- Nov.
with Jeanne Baumann
Membership: Gerry Nault, Chris Swenor
Newsletter: Jeanne Baumann
Property/Equipment: Alice Johnson,
Nancy Henderson
Retreats/ Workshops: Tracey Cairati,
Laurie Short, Connie Hagle, Joan
Kaukola
Webmaster: Kay Beauchamp

What’s the buzz?

Send your quilting news and views to

★Website: quilters@marquettequilters.com
★Newsletter: mcqanewsletter@yahoo.com
Deadline for May news: April 20
★MCQA Facebook Group - check with Laura Reilly or any FB group
member for an invitation to join this closed FB group.

