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About&the&Work&
The$work$was$composed$for$my$dear$friend$and$colleague$John$Hollins$and$is$
dedicated$to$him$and$the$Texas$Tech$University$Choir.$$I$discovered$this$poem$and$I$
knew$immediately$it$was$the$perfect$text$to$set.$$Every$line$and$every$word$seemed$
to$be$in$the$exact$right$place$for$a$musical$setting.$The$first$two$soloists$represent$
that$stunning$light$that$strikes$through$broken$clouds$in$moments$of$twilight.$The$
choir$represents$the$wondrous$color$that$shimmers$in$purples$and$yellows$as$the$
darkness$settles.$
$
Performance&Notes&
There$may$be$one,$two,$or$three$soloists.$$The$first$solo$(on$“twilight”)$should$use$a$
minimum$of$vibrato.$$The$second$solo$(on$“dusk”)$should$emerge$quickly$and$warm$
into$the$high$pitch.$$The$third$solo$should$be$operatic.$$Tempo$should$follow$the$
soloist$in$mm.$34I38$and$41I42,$which$may$be$quite$free$rhythmically.$
$
The$tenuto$marks$in$the$altos$and$basses$in$m.$45I49$are$only$to$mark$the$meter$and$
should$be$very$subtle.$$The$underlying$softer$dynamic$needs$to$be$maintained.$
$
Tenors$in$mm.$47I49$should$balance$with$the$sopranos$and$may$need$to$be$louder$
in$their$lower$range$and$softer$in$their$higher$range.$
$
About&the&Composer&
Peter$Fischer$is$Associate$Professor$of$Music$at$Texas$Tech$University$where$he$
teaches$theory$and$composition.$His$works$have$been$performed$nationally$and$
internationally.$He$was$named$the$Grand$Prize$winner$of$the$2008$International$
Society$of$Bassists$Solo$Division$for$his$Sonata$for$Contrabass$and$Piano.$Recent$
choral$and$vocal$works$include$Strange(Voices(Sing(Among(the(Planets$
(SSATB/SSA/SSAA$and$Piano),$Echo$(SATB/SSA/SSAA$and$Piano),$The(Sea(Is(Calm(
Tonight$(SATB$and$Piano),$Let(It(Be(Forgotten$(SATB),$Never(Again$(SATB),$a$
chamber$opera$based$on$Gesualdo—O(D’Amarti(O(Morire,$and$the$song$cycle$
Barcarole$(mezzo$soprano$and$piano).$
$
www.peterfischermusic.com$
$
Music$available$at$www.crystallineskymusic.com$
$
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