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Crises Lead to a Showdown

RETEACHING ACTIVITY
Chapter 13, Section 4

Directions: Read the paragraphs below. Then answer the who, what, and when
questions at the bottom of the page. You will then understand why the Southern

states left the Union.

* Dred Scott Decision—1857. Dred Scott was a slave
who sued his master for freedom on the basis that he
had lived with his master in a free state. Chief Jus-
tice Roger Taney ruled against Scott, saying that
African Americans were not citizens. The decision
meant that slavery could exist in any territory of the
United States.

* Economic Depression of 1857. In 1857 the national
economy was depressed. Banks and »usinesses
folded. The depression emphasized the enormous
differences between the economies of the North and
the South. Some people believed that slavery was
holding back the economy of the South and that the
South should be industrialized like the North.

* Lincoln-Douglas Senatorial Race—1858. Demo-
crat Stephen Douglas was challenged by Republican
Abraham Lincoln for the United States Senate. The
two men held seven open-air debates. Most were on
the issue of slavery in the territories. Douglas
believed popular sovereignty would keep slavery out
of the territories. Lincoln did not support slavery,
but he was not an abolitionist. In Douglas’s Freeport
Doctrine, he acknowledged that slavery could not
exist without laws to support it.

Who

1. was the slave who sued his master for freedom but
lost his case?

2. debated Stephen Douglas on the issue of slavery in
the election for United States Senate in 18587

3. was hanged for attacking the arsenai at Harpers
Ferry? -

4. was elected President in 1860?

5. was chosen President of the Confederacy?
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* John Brown Reappears—1859. With money from

Boston abolitionists, John Brown attacked the feder-
al arsenal at Harpers Ferry in Virginia. He wanted to
start a slave uprising. Instead, federal troops under
Colonel Robert E. Lee surrounded the arsenal.
Brown surrendered. He was tried, found guilty of
treason to Virginia, and hanged.

Election of Lincoln—1860. Four candidates ran for
President in 1860. They were John Breckinridge of
Kentucky, nominated by Southern Democrats;
Stephen Douglas, nominated by Northern Dem-
ocrats; John Bell of Tennessee, nominated by the
Constitutional Union party; and Abraham Lincoln,
nominated by the Republican party. Lincoln won

with 40 percent of the popular vote—all from the
Northern states.

Confederacy Formed—1861. Six weeks after the
election of Lincoln, South Carolina seceded from
the Union. Mississippi, Florida, Alabama, Georgia,
Louisiana, and Texas seceded shortly after. Repre-
sentatives of these states met in 1861 and formed the
Confederate States of America. Jefferson Davis was
chosen President of the Confederacy. People in the
North, having heard frequent threats of secession,
were calm about what happened.

What
6. emphasized the economic differences between the

North and the South?

7. was the main issue in the Lincoln-Douglas debates?

8. was the first state to secede from the Union?

When
9. was the Dred Scott case decided?

10. was the Confedcrate States of America formed?
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