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CALENDAR
BOARD OF DIRECTOR'S MEETING:

The Board of Director's meeting will be held on the secend Monday of November

. (12 Nov) at the home ~f Bill and Jane Fowler, 8212 Parkland, EPT, Ph: 772-029¢., at,

. 7:30 p.m. This is an important meeting and I hope all members can attend,
i ’ PROGRAM:

19 Nevember 1979, at 7:30 P:I., at the Garden Center 3105 Grant Street, in Memorial
Eeclogist Kevin Ven Finger will present a siide shew en the ecclogy of the
El Pasc area and give its histery back to early prehistoric times. Kevin Von Finger
is employed as an ecologist at Fort Bliss and is an Yexpert¥ on this area's history.
This program will be informative and educational, so please — came join us there,

_-ITy bo arriye by 7 p.m. for refreshments and a bit ef visiting.

\ .
December 1979, ‘There will not be a formal program at the Garden Center in December,
ITnstead, as in past years, we will meet 4in a planning sessioncier our HEUCO TANKS
and Bl Paso Bird Counts.  So if you will participate in either of these counts, be

 ab the Bob ‘Bleicher residence, 2809 Hector Drive, EPT, Ph: 591-7261, at 7 P.ll., on

~field trip to HEUCO TANKS STATE PARK. The meeting place is

‘15 Deceriber 1979 fer the planning meeting. - New we must come-up with a place (or
places) to tally the comt — afbor each count. Se mnre en this in the Dec issue,

FIEID TRIPS:

L”November 1979, Meet at the Bella Napoli Restaurant pafking'lot'at 7 a.m. for a
' sn the corner of Montana

(Highway 62-180) and Yarbrough cn the East side of tewn, We'll hepe to see scme owlss

_‘T?—18 November 19?§, 4 field trip te Bosque Del Apache, near Secerro, New Mexico is
‘planned. This Natienal Wildlife Refuge is s 25UPERY birding area, In past years,

we have travelled to this ares in January and February; now we want to try Nevember
fer a change. Correspendence from the Bosque tells us that it's good birding NOW})
Those interested in 8cing on this trip should drive te the Besque on Saturday (17th)

where we will de afternoon birding — till closing sime. Then we'll stay in Socorro,

-

- New México evernight and resume birding activities on Sunday morning. By Sunday

neen, after a ITunkh break, we'll be returning te E1 Pasa, Texas, (cor whereever!),
Please call Bcb Bleicher, Ph: 591-7261, if ycu are plamning to make this trip. We

"should knew who is going, along with their telephcne number, just inc case there is

én unexpected weather preblem at the time (which can happen), . -» . . et
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OBRERVATIONS —~ 23 Septemher tn 23 Osicber 1979:

The bird of the month appeared jiet as thia repert went tn press. Hawking fer
inaects ans hitting the feeders in the Ciels ¥ista area on 22-23 Octeber, was a
protable immabtare male Rivolils Hammingbira (E%, EIG, BH, TS, JS). Details next
momnti, -

WATERRIF s

The field trip to the Fert Bliss Fends en 21 October turned iup three Snowy Egrets
(Group)L" Ancther Snowy Fzret wes seen at the pond on the Sielo Vista Golf Gourse
from | Octeber to at least 23 Ostoher. Wary abt first, it new allows golfers te
appreach within fiye-metors (EG), ©n 30 Septemier, a white—faced Ibis was flying
devrieaver over the 'Rin Clante pear ‘he scunbry Slub Road Bridge (Growp). Among the
sherebircs @b the Bliss Fends on 21 O6bober Webé at-least three Iowitchers,
presumably Tepe-tillad gronp)e S0 et A0E ol

s el

UTHER NONPAS3ERINLZ :

The stock pend aleng the rcad intba Heueo Tanks centinues te be a goed place for

long-ecred Owls, T owls, at least one'a long-eared, were there 6 Ogtober (BK).

The columpid rapital. of wesh.Texas (the®Gilhoe baekyard in the Cielo Victa area)

had its first Greund Duve of the fa_]léqtn 15" Octebez (BG), and a: Downy Woodpecker
B a2 e =

was seen ai’ Kern Place n 23/ 0ctrber, (BH). " 4 :
: ‘.-;’_‘.f_\ . Faty flas ] a » X . 1 ¥ - : b é :: -~ y S N o
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A Brewm Thrasher visited an Eest Bl Paso yard on'2 October (BR): On 21-October
we had @ Blue-grey Gnatcatcher in tht saitbush and mesquite at the Bliss Ponds
(EB). 4nd, a Sclitary Virec was at, the Randall's Poel area in the:Upper Valley
¢n 34 Sephember (JS) . | 7 : A e e % o E ‘ ¥

s 3 - "y -
OESDRVERS: Bcb Bleicher, Ed Gilbee, Elza (ilboe (¥1G), Bill Hoppes, Earl King,
many cbservers (group), Betty Reberts, Ted Sawyer, Jehn Sprcul. (Please report
your observaticns to Jehn Sproul, £01 W. Yandell #25; E1 Paso, Tx., 79902, Plone:
5h5-5157 homs or 5436126 at werk,) |
SENATE ALATKA BILL OFF DEAD CENTER: ..° 2t
The Senate Energy.and NaturalﬁRe§cE;ces Committee finally began mark-up on S9, the
Alaska lands bill, .en 15 Octcber, 2nd may-have repcrted a*bill to the full Senate
by the time you read this newsletfer., S9'is a weak bill, cpposed by Audubcn and
cbher conservaticn groups, and.the commithee is making it weaker, Audubon
centinues to suppert 5222, the Durkin-Nelscn-Rcth bill. ~'Passage of any bill-during
this season repains uncertaia, given the tight Senate schedule’ and the continued —
tareat of a filbuster, ; i E: ; AT e %

SCOPING THE PLANETS: . - -~ i .

Usually we hirders are up early with our hineculars and spebting scopes as we
miniter the early morning bird activitys - Well ‘did ‘yow know that you can also
observe the planets with your spctting scope? Just prior to the 15-16. Oct. ‘79,
local station KTSM, in their ddily program put: on by the Mc Donald chkservatory,
alerted us to the appearance of Jupiter, Saturn, Mars, and the cresent moon all
to be present in the early mofriing sky on the 15-16 Oct. The night before. I
mounted” the scope on the triped, extended the triped legs, and had it ready for
the morning spctting and sure encugh the planeks were there -~ — just like these
astron-mers said they weuld Le — a fantastic sight. The rings of Saturn are
net visible at this time but it was known by its pesitien and brightnesc,




A SPECIAL THANK YOU 'TO THE FOLLOWING:

Elza Gilbce — for-her fine Job as hospitality chairman at eur menthly meetings,

Ed Gilkce ~ fer his fine ébservations and the maintenance ef a backyard sanctuary,
John Sproul - for devetion to the Auduben cause, and fer help with the Readrunner,
Mr, Clark Champie — for a wenderful October pregram en the plants and wildlife of
the Franklin meuntains., We had a gocd turn-out and the pregram was bath interesting
and educatienal, Thanks again for a real fine pregram,

Joe Guinn~ fer centinued service as Frogram Chairman — a mest important task,

Jane and Bill Fowler — Jane for being such a geed secretary and treasurer and the
oth of you for help publishing the Roadrunnsr,

My wife Gretchen — who puts up with my having seme kind eof a project in every room
of the house and for the help that makes the impessible possible timewise,

doe D2 Pasqualy — whose knowlecge of birding and birding areas helps our chapter,
Kevin Von Finger - for consenting tr put on our Nevember program,

Mrs, Nichols - for faithfully opening the Garden Center wpuilding each meeting night,

FROM THE PEN OF THE PRESIDENT :

It takes pscple velunteering a hit of their time and talent te make any erganizatien
work - this Audubeon charter is no exception., Our chapter has lost many ef the folks
who were willing to glve genercusly of time and talent and new we need others who
will take their place and to provide the meral and mechanical help to make the
chapter a.functional organization. Necw that ‘Nevember is here, we are looking for
reople who will accert eoffice and leadership for the next year, So I am asking
members to consider whether they can, and will help ~ every little bit helps}

Flease call Bob Bleicher, ‘Ph: 591-7261 er any other beard member yeou may knew and
volunteer a bit of yeur time and talent or ceme tes eur monthly meeting and tglk te us.
(Just maybe yeu didn!t realize that I'm just as busy as anyene can be myself, )

—_ — -— — — —_ — - -— —_— —_ — - - — —_ —_— —_— -— - -— -— —_ — —_— — — —

SIGHTINGS AT THE BIISS PONDING AREA: 21 Octoher 1979:

fnce again, mether nature, gave us a had time on eur scheduled trip to the

Bliss pending area, This time the wind came up after a couple hours of birding
and theddust enm the dirt road rendered visibility zere en the return trip te the
rarking area where we first met. Pirds seen were as fellews:

Bared Grebe, Pied—billed Grebe, Sncwy Egret, Blue-winged Teal, Nerthern Shoveler,
Ruddy Duck, Coeper!s Hawk, Marsh Hawks (in abundance), American Coots (as usual),
Killdeer, Greater and Lesser Yellowlegs, Dowitcher Species, American Avecet, Tree
Swallows, and barn swallows, & Rlue—grey Gnatcatcher, Western Meadewlark, Yellow—
headed Blackbirds and Red~winged Blackbirds, Great~tailed Grackel, White-crowned
Sparrews and Seng Sparrows, and unidentified shorebirds (either Western or Ieast
Sandpipers)s This is & good birding area but recen tly the weather hasn't been
too ceoperative when we plen to bird here,

We hope you, the reader, will Join cur birding fiele trips as we prepare for our
tig day bird counts. Your knowledge and contributien is needed and impurtant.

In helping each birder beceme a better birder we help the chapter develop better
end more accurate birding reports both to type and number ef spedies in the area,
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