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PURPOSE: To join together people who share a common interest in keeping and breeding cage birds in
captivity. To educate members and the general public in the best care, keeping maintenance and breeding of cage birds. To support bird conservation.
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Letters to the Editor are
always welcome. Send
comments or suggestions
to:
RECBC
Attn: Newsletter
P.O. Box 6232
Santa Rosa Ca. 95406
or email me at
glenti@sbcglobal.net
...George
Newsletter Editor.

INTERESTED IN ADVERTISING
IN OUR NEWSLETTER?
Place an Early Bird Ad Today!
*3 lines free to current RECBC members & 4 or more lines for only $5.00.
*Non-members pay a low $5.00 fee for 3 lines, 4 or more for only $10.00.
All ads must be a reasonable size.
OR
Check out our reasonable Commercial AD sizes and prices!

COMMERCIAL RATES
Business card - $5/mo or $50/yr
1/2 page - $10/mo or $100/yr
Full page - $20/mo or $200/yr

Please mail commercial and early bird
ads by deadline Sunday after the
General Meeting.
RECBC - Newsletter
PO BOX 6232
Santa Rosa, Ca., 95406
or email: dshore@shorebirds.biz for Commercial Ads and glenti@sbcglobal.net for
Early Bird Ads.

RECBC, the officers, the publication and it’s staff assume no responsibility for claims of
advertisers in the publication or for the quality of goods and/or services the advertisers provide.
Persons with substantial claims against publication advertisers may submit them to the Editors.
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Committee Members

BOARD OF DIRECTORS
PRESIDENT- Pat Surniak (10) (707) 526-5505
VICE PRESIDENT - Jackie Turner (10)
(208) 324-2803 Jackiesturner@gmail.com
SECRETARY - George Lentini (09)
(707) 528-1065 glenti@sbcglobal.net
TREASURER - Linda Karnstedt (10)
(707) 566-1366
linda.karnstedt@medtronic.com

Advertising, Publicity and
Membership
Donna Shore (707) 585-7524
dshore@shorebirds.biz
AFA Delegates
Earl McEnaney (707) 869-1229
Bev Mager (707) 795-8804
Hospitality
Pat, George, Mary and Bonnie.
Librarian
Carolyn Rawlinson
(707) 778-9269
Newsletter Editor
George Lentini (707) 528-1065
glenti@sbcglobal.net
Photography
Pat Surniak & members
Raffle
Cheryl Cattan (707) 664-8965
Mary Grist (707) 433-7431
Outreach Program
Earl McEnaney, Pat Surniak
George Lentini
Welcoming Table
Bev Mager

BOARD MEMBERS AT LARGE.
Cheryl Cattan (10)
(707) 664-8965
Mary Grist (09)
(707) 433-7431
campinggirl2004@yahoo.com
Donna Shore (09)
(707) 585-7524
dshore@shorebirds.biz
Bonnie Scheffler (09)
(707) 546-1776

Lil’ Miss Canary
O’nine, sixteen, 08
I ache
Birdie, you call to me
You chirp
I whistle, high in a tree
You flew to me
I Mourn for thee
Can’t you stay?
Crash-landed next to me
Frump into a bush
And into the garage
And landing on my T….
On my heart, cutie
Yellow canary,
Chirping with me
We had a way Two Be
Holding a cup - “Be The Change
You Want to See”
Birdie, cup just crashed
To the street at my feet Cup - Un-Cup
Broken handle, broken
Chirp
Fly, once more, forever free.

President’s Message
We had a great time at
the Home Show. A big
thank you to everyone
that participated and
who brought their
beautiful birds.
It was also nice to have
time to visit and get to
know these members
better.
Pat S.

Poem by Eric Boehm

3

General Meeting Place
Animal Care Center
6470 Redwood Drive
Rohnert Park, Ca.
Behind Red Lobster and Olive Garden
Take RP Expressway Exit from 101
4th Tuesday of the month
Meeting Time 7:00 P.M.

Calendar of Events
October 4 & 5, 2008 - Booth at the Harvest Fair, Santa Rosa
October 12, 2008 - RECBC Exotic Bird Expo We are looking for volunteers and need your help!
November 25, 2008 - Pot Luck Holiday Party
December - No meeting
4

Minutes of the Board
September 16, 2008
Present - Pat S., Linda K., Bonnie S., and
Mary G
Guest - Waldie S.
Pat called the meeting to order at 7:00 p.m.
Minutes: The minutes of the August Meeting
were approved.
Officers Reports:
President Report: We talked about Safari
West Event, Home Show and did updates on the
Expo.
Treasurer Report: - No report available.
Committee Reports:
Fundraising: Looking for raffle items for
the Show.
Outreach Program: Home Show and the Harvest
Fair.
Old Business: Club Tee Shirts and Jackets.
New logo was made for these items. We hope
to have them finished before the show.
Charitable Donations: The Club will make a
charitable donation in the amount of
$500.00. Club Members will decide which
Charity/Charities receive a donation. Members will speak and vote at the Pot Luck
Supper in November.
New Business: Club has purchase a new 2’x10’
banner. We will be using the banner at all
of our events. We will also have a judged
bird show at the expo.
Submitted by Pat S. &
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Geo L.
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Judged Bird Show at the Exotic Bird Expo - Oct 12, 2008
We will be having a Judged Bird Show. If you would like to
participate, you must contact Pat Surniak at (707) 526-5505.
We will be judging in the following 4 categories:
♦ Small birds: i.e. Love bird, Finch, canary, parakeet
♦ Medium Small birds: i.e. Cockatiel, Conure, Senegal, Rosella
♦ Medium birds: i.e. Amazon, Eclectus, Grey, Pionus, Med.

Cockatoo

♦ Large birds: i.e. Macaw, large Cockatoo

We will be awarding ribbons and large rosettes as prizes.
You will be judged on color, condition of feathers, beak, toes,
wings and body conformation. Your bird will not be discounted
for properly clipped wings. We understand that most of these
birds are your pets and are clipped. If wings are clipped, it
should be a clean clip (not butchered) and both wings should
be clipped. You will not lose points for clean growing flight
feathers.
Preparing your bird for the show :
♦ A bath twice a week until show time with room temperature

♦
♦
♦
♦
♦
♦
♦
♦
♦

(not warm) water (this will help with conditioning of the
feathers).
Trained to be in the cage that will be used during the show.
You don’t need a standard show cage. Your regular cage will
be accepted.
Birds show best if covered on 3 sides with a clean white
sheet.
Get your bird properly groomed if needed.
We know everyone is going through a molt so do your best.
Cages must be immaculately clean, and all birds must be in
good health.
Birds must arrive by 8:30 am. to check in.
Bird will have to stay at the show till 3pm.
Bird will only be checked out to the person that checked
them in.
7
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REFRESHMENTS
and RAFFLE TABLE
Refreshments are provided by our generous members and not
supplied by the club. For all of you that have
supplied us with good food and beverages, a hearty
“THANK YOU”! Your participation is very much
appreciated. We encourage all members to contribute every little bit counts.
Any member that brings a snack to share will receive a FREE
raffle ticket! Be sure to sign-in at the Welcoming table, but
pick up your ticket at the Raffle Table.

We are looking for a
new refreshment
chairperson…
Would you help?

Support Our Additional Sponsors
TO ALL RECBC MEMBERS
Please show your membership card prior to purchase
AVES OCCIDENTALS – Earl McEnaney (707) 869-1229. Call for
availability/prices. 25% discount on hand-fed baby birds to all RECBC
members.
FEATHER FANTASY – (530) 274-7092. POB 730, Chicago Park, CA
95712. MAIL ORDER ONLY. Call for a catalog. 10% off all items except
pet foods.
LAKEWOOD PET – (707) 838-2121. 9084 Brooks Road Dr., Windsor
10% off all supplies except dog & cat food.
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ATTENTION RECBC MEMBERS...
WE NEED YOUR HELP!
The raffle committee is soliciting donations for our
October 12th
Annual Exotic Bird Expo and Sale.
We are looking for business owners able to donate a
service or product and individual members willing to
donate items to our raffle table.
Donations are not tax deductible.
Any and all donations are welcome and appreciated!
Please contact Cheryl Cattan at (707) 664-8965

EARLY BIRD ADS
In Home Bird Sitting Service (707) 585-7524
or e-mail Donna Shore at dshore@shorebirds.biz

Bonnie Scheffler (707) 546-1776 Cages for Sale. 3x4x3’,
4x2x3’, 3x5x4’, 3x2x2’. Cages are all 1/2x3” or 1x1” wire.
These are breeder cages, can be hung or put on legs.
Priced from $35.00 to $75.00, depending on size and condition.
Also have extra heavy duty doors and nest boxes available.
Call for prices and for more info.
Bev Mager (707) 795-8804 For Sale:
5 month old Pineapple Conure Female - $350.00.
Discount for Club Members.

ATTENTION !!!!!!!
We are looking for volunteers to
help at our Bird Expo.
If you are available and can lend a
hand, contact Pat Surniak
(707) 526-5505
12

No plucked birds Please!

13

Bonnie Scheffler Mute Swans for sale. (707) 546-1776
THE FEATHER FARM, INC
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Birdkeeping Naturally
EB Cravens
September ‘08
“Of Cages, Flights, and Aviaries”
I remember some time ago, I was involved in a discussion about
the appropriate size of enclosures for pet and breeder parrots. One
aviculturist talked about her “aviaries” where the birds lived; but
when I took a quick look at that breeding facility’s web page, there
were numerous photos of 4-foot x 4-foot cages in which African Grey
sized psittacines were being housed.
That was a bit of a shock to me and I confronted the breeder with
the consideration that such wire boxes were not adequate enough to
be called “aviaries.”
This brings up the point: when is a cage a flight and when is a
flight an aviary? Obviously the first is an enclosure of limited size and
sometimes appeal; the second is usually a longer, thinner area offering the hookbills the pleasure of full flight, even if sometimes in a
straight line back and forth; while the third is often used interchangeably with “flight” but suggests an even larger space or pen
with many lifestyle enhancements designed for the gratification of
the occupying birds and for pleasing the eye of the beholder!
Now I am not saying that every cage must necessarily be boring
and uninviting for its parrot. Many pets in a home prefer to eat, sleep,
nap, chew, and just hang out in the security of their own cage. Where
cages lack sufficiency usually is in the realm of potential exercise.
There just is not enough room to burn off calories at the high rate
natural to avian species. Also, the smaller the space, the more sameness creeps into the picture. Regardless of how many toys are hung
inside (and I have seen some cages stuffed to silliness with plastic,
rope and wood items), there is only so much that can be done with a
pen that is measureable in 72” lengths or less. That’s why keeping
birds—even small canaries, finches, budgerigars in cages means they
need to be let out regularly for flight. Incidentally, canaries, finches,
etc. are extremely easy to train to fly around a safe room and return
to their own cage to eat! With parrots, cages should be left open
daily, allowing the birds to move about under supervision or in a safe
play room.
Many of my psittacines live in flights outside. These 6-foot x 10foot or 10-foot x 12-foot structures are not quite large enough to be
called aviaries, but do provide my birds with a varied environment of
plants and trees along with the ground (so I can walk in to be with
them!) and a tall roof area usually 8-10 feet up.
In the past I have viewed many flights that are 15 feet in length by
15

6-feet high by 4-feet wide up on legs with a suspended bottom. But I
prefer the solidness and ease of cleaning provided by a walk-in flight.
It also makes the enclosure plant-friendly and gives skittish parrots a
really safe feeling. Walk-ins are less noisy than suspended wire, make
arrangement of new perches and fittings a simple step ladder requirement, and offer space to place an entire nesting log or thick wooden
box inside for parrots to completely explore. I do not like situations
where my hens and cocks only have a opening to a box that they are
supposed to nest in, but they have no knowledge of being on top of
the box, or around the opening from different sides.
I also tend to construct flights that are interconnected with hallways and easy open trap doors to a neighboring flight, L-shaped and
such with nooks and design contrary to that basic “rectangle” of most
cages. This permits me to allow my parrots access to an empty flight
or cage other than their own, to change flights during different seasons and to altogether have a more varied life experience. One of my
serious pet peeves is to see a fancy new breeding facility with row
upon row of bird flights all the same size and orientation, all furnished the same, with matching doors, cement floors, boring horizontal perches and the like. What an unimaginative way to keep lovely
birds—in cubicles all alike to a fault. Moving birds around after a
breeding season in such a place would not offer any real change in
stimulation.
When one comes to the “aviary” definition, a whole new world
opens up for the natural birdkeeper…
Aviaries can be huge. They can accommodate multiple pairs or
mixed species or all the pets in your household (that have been taught
to get along, of course!). Aviaries may include planted trees and
bushes and hanging boughs and running water and bird bath basins
and large logs, posts, cargo ropes, tunnel hiding places and a huge
variety of toys and natural playthings. One of the great things about
aviaries is the freedom they offer birdkeepers to enjoy their charges
in an environment very much akin to the ones parrots might experience in the wilds. Walk into your pets’ home, rather than taking them
out to interact in yours.
Aviaries turn mundane cleanup chores into gardening projects.
They encourage lengthy flight by occupants not just from fixed perch
to fixed perch as many boxy flights do—but in and around things which
hang and sway and move with a bird’s body weight. Aviaries are
nearly always outside in the fresh air and sunshine allowing parrots to
absorb the ultraviolet spectrum of daylight and see the changing infrareds of sunset. I have always believed my psittacines were healthier when they could experience rain and wind and thunder and the
sounds of nature off in the distance. Even snow is a possibility with
cold weather species that have indoor housing attached to a large avi16

ary.
Have you ever gone to a reputable zoo where they had a walk
through aviary? Perhaps to see softbills and finches and psittacines all
housed together, or to feed a delightful flock of handfed lories and
lorikeets. ‘Tis a wonderful experience to visit with birds that are so
comfortable in their own habitat that they trust humans. In fact, skittish parrots that do not like leaving their cage, or those breeder birds
which are afraid of people when forced to deal with them at basic
face to face room level will often blossom in a natural setting, giving
up much of their apprehension with the addition of height and greenery to hide within.
Aviaries are the perfect place to teach baby parrots about the
magnificent and complex world around them—so much more so than a
living room barred enclosure with food and water and artificial playthings. It comes down to imagination in our birdkeeping: either we
cage our birds and offer them only what we can think of daily, or we
create an aviary mini-habitat for our pets (and for certain breeders
during the off season), and allow them to experience and explore
things we never would have thought of…
The choice is ours as aviculturists: cages, flights, aviaries--or perhaps some of each. Now that’s “Birdkeeping Naturally.”
Cheers, EB
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NOTICE NOTICE NOTICE
This information will be published in
the Directory unless otherwise noted.

MEMBERSHIP APPLICATION
PURPOSE: To join together people who share a common interest in keeping
and breeding cage birds in captivity. To educate members and the general
public in the best care, keeping maintenance and breeding of cage birds. To
support bird conservation.
Household

Individual

Sr. Household (60+)

Sr. Individual (60+)

Jr. - Under 17

$32.00

$27.00

$27.00

$22.00

$22.00

Membership dues are paid annually. If you have any questions about your dues,
contact Donna Shore (707) 585-7524.

Circle type of membership:

New

Renewal

Name:
Address:
City: _________________ State: _______

Zip Code: ________

Phone Numbers:
Email Address:
Payable to: Redwood Empire Cage Bird Club
P

B

Amazons

P

B

Doves

P

B

Macaws

P

B

African Parrots

P

B

Eclectus

P

B

Parrotlets

P

B

Budgies

P

B

Finches

P

B

Pionus

P

B

Canaries

P

B

Gamebirds

P

B

Ringnecks

P

B

Cockatiels

P

B

Grasskeets

P

B

Rosellas

P

B

Cockatoos

P

B

Lories/Lorikeets

P

B

Australian Parakeets

P

B

Conures

P

B

Lovebirds

P

B

Other

Mail to: Membership, RECBC, PO Box 6232, Santa Rosa, CA 95406
We often need help with various functions for the club (i.e. bird mart/expo/fair,
toy making party, silent auction, outreach program, picnic, etc. Would you be
interested and willing to get involved and participate on occasion? Do you have
any specialized talents that you might like to volunteer? Please let us know!
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REMINDER
Check your mailing
address label for
renewal date.
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