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Meeting Challenges with Creativity
Saying that 2020 has been a year of immense challenge
would be quite the understatement. For most of us, major
aspects of our personal and work lives have been turned
upside down. While difficulties are always tough, they can
also force us to generate exciting ideas and apply a much
higher degree of creativity when problem solving. Educators
across the globe have adopted different methods, tried new
ideas, and engaged students through novel ways.
Professional organizations are no different and we thank all
of you who "attended" our virtual conference! In the midst of
challenge let's let creativity be our silver lining, carry our best
new ideas forward, and lead us to a brighter 2021!
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President's Update
Hello! My name is Meredith Wisniewski, and by the
time you read this I will have begun my tenure as
president of the Gifted Association of Missouri. I am
honored to serve in this capacity -- especially during
this unprecedented time in education.
How did I get here? I am in my tenth year at Phelps Center for Gifted
Education in Springfield, Missouri. Prior to joining Phelps I was with
the gifted program in Fulton Public Schools for three years after
spending three years as an elementary school teacher. I have a
Bachelor’s degree in Elementary Education, gifted certification
grades K-12, and a Master’s degree in Curriculum and Instruction
from the University of Missouri. In addition I hold both a
Master’s degree in Educational Administration from Missouri State
University and certification as a K-12 principal; in 2017, I was one of
the administrators for the Phelps Center’s summer program.
A former recipient of the Bob Roach New Teacher of Gifted
Scholarship from the Gifted Association of Missouri (GAM), I have
spent the last several years on the leadership team for GAM’s New
Teacher Workshop. I have been a presenter at the NAGC
conference, and I have been a GAM representative as an NAGC State
Affiliate member. After serving as a district director and as the
Membership Vice-President for GAM, I find myself taking on this new
and exciting role.
It’s quite the time to be taking on such a role, something I reflected
on often as I wrote this letter -- a letter that came together in bits
and pieces, while juggling the demands of an unconventional school
year. Gifted education has always been implemented in a variety of
ways across the state, but now the differences are even more

pronounced. Some of us have gone entirely virtual. Some of us are
teaching a hybrid of seated and virtual classes.
Some of us are back to fully face to face instruction. Some of us
have found our responsibilities shifted away from gifted towards
other things to meet new needs. No matter our circumstances,
none of us can really view this year as “business as usual”. Many of
us would be thrilled to take a Zoom sabbatical, we’re tired of
hearing about “the new normal”, and we would likely rather be
socially distant from our screens instead of from friends, loved ones,
colleagues, and students.
Through all of this, GAM strives to remain a constant advocate and
resource for the needs of gifted teachers, students, and parents in
our state. I have many ideas and goals for my time as president, and
I briefly considered using this space to proudly share them.
However, I realize that right now instead of telling you what I think
GAM should be I need to listen to what you need GAM to be. We
have always aimed to advocate, collaborate, connect, inspire, and
create; despite everything happening around us, those aims cannot
and will not change. You can reach me at
meredith.gam@outlook.com, and I am looking at other ways to
connect for a GAM Q and A, perhaps over Facebook Live. Stay tuned
for more information; I look forward to hearing from you!
Please know that GAM is here for you. Reach out on our website,
connect with us on social media, or start a conversation with your
district directors. Our doors, whether physical or virtual, are always
open.
Sincerely,
Meredith Wisniewski

GAM Board Members
Meredith Wisniewski - President
I am in my tenth year at Phelps Center for Gifted Education in
Springfield, Missouri. Prior to joining Phelps I was with the gifted
program in Fulton Public Schools for three years after spending
three years as an elementary school teacher. I have a Bachelor’s
degree in Elementary Education, gifted certification grades K-12, and a
Master’s degree in Curriculum and Instruction from the University of
Missouri. In addition I hold both a Master’s degree in Educational
Administration from Missouri State University and certification as a K12 principal; in 2017, I was one of the administrators for the Phelps
Center’s summer program. A former recipient of the Bob Roach New
Teacher of Gifted Scholarship from the Gifted Association of Missouri
(GAM), I have spent the last several years on the leadership team for
GAM’s New Teacher Workshop. I have been a presenter at the
NAGC conference, and I have been a GAM representative as an NAGC
State Affiliate member. After serving as a district director and as the
Membership Vice-President for GAM, I find myself taking on this new
and exciting role. In my free time my husband Adam and I enjoy
cooking, riding our bicycles, running, listening to music, and hanging
out with our cat Rosa.
Tracy Bednarick - Executive Vice President
Hello, from Saint Louis! My name is Tracy Bednarick and I'm excited to
take on the role of Vice President for GAM; I previously served as a codirector for District 8 for two years. During that time, we held one miniconference for teachers and parents of gifted students, began a
monthly gifted speaker series, and led a statewide social emotional
learning for gifted students curriculum writing initiative. I hold a BA in
English and Elementary Education with a minor in Creative Writing and
General Science. My Master's in Biology Education and my Doctorate is
in Teacher Leadership. I will finish my second Master's in Gifted

Education this December. I taught 6th grade in Michigan for fourteen
years, worked at a Science Curriculum Coordinator and Individual
Accelerated Learning Coordinator for Saint Louis Public Schools for five
years, and the Gifted Coordinator for Hazelwood Schools for one year.
I currently serve as the Gifted Program Coordinator at Lindbergh
Schools, where I oversee the gifted enrichment program (LEAP) and
program for exceptionally gifted students (PEGS) at Lindbergh Schools.
In my free time, I enjoy hiking, baking, and tending to my backyard
chickens.
Ashli Eaves - Conference VP
My name is Ashli Eaves and I have been an active member of the GAM
Board for 8 years. This is my third consecutive term being nominated
and elected to serve as the Conference VP. I have 12 years in
education, 8 of those being in gifted at the Capstone Department in
Camdenton, MO (Lake of the Ozarks). During my time as an educator I
furthered my education and received my M.S. in Administration in 2012
and my M.S. in Gifted, Talented and Creative in 2017. This school year
I have decided to take a step back from the education world, but the
field of gifted is still near and dear to my heart. I want to continue to
advocate for and educate about this population of students, which is
why I agreed to dedicate the next two years to planning Missouri's only
statewide conference for gifted education.
On a personal note, this year my family moved to Columbia, MO and
we are loving it. I have been married 9 years to my husband Sean and
have two boys, Bennett, 8 and Briggs, 2. There have been lots of
changes for our family in 2020, including a big move, new jobs for
myself as well as my husband, and of course COVID and virtual
learning. We continue to find opportunities to stay kind to ourselves
and serve others in our new community. I am a member of the "Red
Shoe Society" which advocates and promotes opportunities for the
Ronald McDonald House in Columbia. I am also a member of the

Chamber of Commerce and an active member of their Women's
Network Division assisting with planning special events. I am also a
member of MOPS and MOMS Next in Columbia. If you are ever in
MIZZOU town, I'd love to connect and have coffee or lunch and
network with you! Call me or email me at ashli.eaves@nm.com.
Cindy Turner - GAM Membership VP
I am Cindy Turner, GAM membership vice president. This is my 17th
year of teaching, I taught 9 years in 1st, 2nd and 5th grade
in a title one school, then I got the opportunity to teach gifted students
in intermediate and middle school. I helped to develop our gifted
center in the North Kansas City School district. My passion for gifted
comes from my own two children as they are both identified as gifted.
My son is a 2E and is a senior and Missouri S&T university going into
mechanical engineering. My multipotential gifted daughter is a
sophomore at Denver University majoring in leadership and
international business. My husband was a misidentified gifted
person who is an autodidact and mad scientist, haha. I have a B.S. in
Rehabilitation Psychology from UCM and a B.S. in Elementary
Education from Park University, a Master’s in technology in Education
from Lesley University, Gifted Certification from M.U. and my Ed. Spec.
in Gifted Talented director from Arkansas University. I have been a
GAM district director for many years and then took a break and came
back to be on the board as membership VP for the last two years. I
have met the most amazing educators and people with GAM. They
fill my bucket and help me hone my craft.
Shannon Fuller - Finance VP
My name is Shannon Fuller, and gifted education is my
passion. I am your Finance Vice President for the Gifted Association of
Missouri and the 3rd/4th PEGS teacher for the North Kansas City
School District in Kansas City. PEGS, Program of Exceptionally Gifted
Students, is a full-time program for grades 3 - 6. This is my 3rd year in

this role. Before this, I facilitated gifted students in pull-out programs
for 6 years and taught in the regular classroom for 5 years before that.
On a personal note, I have two wonderful children who are
academically gifted in different ways as well as a supportive, loving
husband who also supports my passions. My oldest child is a
sophomore in college studying Graphic Arts, and my youngest is a
freshman in high school. Our two dogs encourage a healthy lifestyle by
demanding walks and our cat rules the house. We also support the
arts in our community. I am currently serving as the board president of
our local children's summer musical theater program. In my house, we
have a running joke that someone is almost always in college. I am the
guiltiest, but my husband is starting to catch up. I have a Bachelors in
International Affairs from Kennesaw State University, a Bachelors in
Elementary Education from Missouri State University, a Masters in
Curriculum and Instruction from the University of Missouri - Kansas
City, a certificate in Gifted Education from University of Missouri Columbia, and a Specialist in Education for Director of Gifted Programs
with Arkansas State University. I love learning and hope to continue on
with my doctorate once both my children are finished with college and
my husband finishes his MBA.
Megan Pinney - Secretary
Megan Pinney is a gifted education teacher at Phelps Center for Gifted
Education in the Springfield Public School District. She has served
as the district 7 director for the past two years and is excited to serve
in the role of secretary for the executive board. Megan holds a
Bachelor’s degree in early childhood education, a Master’s degree in
gifted education, and is currently earning her Doctorate in educational
administration. She is passionate about learning and developing as a
teacher to better serve her students and colleagues. In her free time,
Megan enjoys playing board games, participating in trivia nights,
reading, watching films, and spending time with her niece and nephew.

The GAMbit would love to share your ideas!
Please submit articles to editor Alex Pagnani at
pagnani@ucmo.edu
Next Due Date: January 15, 2021
Thank you and happy holidays!

