Real People, Real Hope
Isaiah 9:2-7

A Child
is Born

December 24, 2018

Prelude

Linda Morrison

Welcome
Lighting of Advent Candles

Linda Bienert

Reader: While they were there, the time came for her to
deliver her child. And she gave birth to her first born son and
wrapped him in bands of cloth, and laid him in a manger.
Reader: Tonight, angels far and near sing tender lullabies;
well-worn fabric full of years holds in the warmth of
parental love; animals and shepherds crowd in tight,
glowing with adoration, while a muffled cry squeezes out to
greet the world.
People: Tonight we give thanks for every child among
us. Each new birth - regardless of circumstances reminds us of the preciousness of life, the potential of
tomorrow, the promise of God.
Reader: On this Christmas eve, we light the Christ candle for
the child-King, the infant-Redeemer, the lowly-Lord. And
now we know… he is born and nothing will ever be the same!
Light all Advent candles.

* Congregational Song
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What Child Is This
Gospel Reading

Isaiah 9:2-7

* Congregational Song
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O Come, All Ye Faithful

Stanzas 1, 2, 3, 6

Sermon

“A Child is Born!”

Pastor Josh Andrews

Offertory Prayer
Most gracious God, thank you for sending Jesus to be the
Savior of the world. You fulfilled your promises in
astounding ways! He is your greatest gift to humankind.
People around the world see Christmas decorations and
wonder about the significance of Jesus. Let our congregation
serve as faithful witnesses of your love through our words
and actions. Use our gifts and offerings to bring the light of
Christ to people who long for your grace. We pray in the
beautiful name of Jesus. Amen.
Offertory

All giving will be sent to UMCOR

Hallelujah

Cheryl Osting

* Doxology
Praise God, from whom all blessings flow,
Praise God, all creatures here below;
Praise Him above, ye heavenly host,
Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost.
Amen.
Holy Communion
Pastor: Christ our Lord invites to his table all who love him,
who earnestly repent of their sin and seek to live in peace

with one another. Therefore, let us confess our sin before God
and one another.
People: Merciful God, we confess that we have not
loved you with our whole heart. We have failed to be
an obedient church. We have not done your will, we
have broken your law, we have rebelled against your
love, we have not loved our neighbors, and we have
not heard the cry of the needy. Forgive us, we pray.
Free us for joyful obedience, through Jesus Christ our
Lord. Amen.
Pastor: Hear the Good News: Christ died for us while we
were yet sinners; that proves God’s love toward us. In the
name of Jesus Christ, you are forgiven!

People: In the name of Jesus Christ, you are forgiven!
All: Glory to God. Amen.
Pastor: The Lord be with you.
People: And also with you.
Pastor: Lift up your hearts.

People: We lift them up to the Lord.
Pastor: Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
People: It is right to give our thanks and praise.

Pastor: It is a right, and a good and joyful thing, always and
everywhere to give thanks to you, Almighty God, creator of
heaven and earth.
You created the world from the waters of creation and
called it good. You lovingly fashioned the creatures of land,
of wind, of water, and called them good. You blew into us the
breath of life and gave us the gift of community.

In a world of chaos and war, you sent your love to us in the
form of a baby. And so, with your people on earth and all
the company of heaven we praise your name and join their
unending hymn:
People: Holy, holy, holy Lord, God of power and
might, heaven and earth are full of your glory.
Hosanna in the highest. Blessed is the one who comes
in the name of the Lord. Hosanna in the highest.
Pastor: Holy are you, and blessed is your Son Jesus Christ.
He was born in lowly circumstances. Yet his birth was
heralded by angels who proclaimed, “Glory to God in the
heaven, and on earth peace among those whom the
Almighty favors.”
He grew in wisdom and love and his ministry proclaimed
good news of God’s justice to the captives, the poor, the
oppressed. By the baptism of Christ’s suffering, death, and
resurrection you gave birth to your church, delivered us

from slavery to sin and death, and made with us a new
covenant by water and the Spirit.
On the night in which he gave himself up for us, he took
bread, gave thanks to you, broke the bread, gave it to his
disciples, and said: “Take, eat; this is my body which is given
for you. Do this in remembrance of me."
When the supper was over, he took the cup, gave thanks to
you, gave it to his disciples, and said: "Drink from this, all of
you; this is my blood of the new covenant, poured out for you
and for many for the forgiveness of sins. Do this, as often as
you drink it, in remembrance of me."
And so, in remembrance of these your mighty acts in Jesus
Christ we offer ourselves in praise and thanksgiving as a
holy and living sacrifice, in union with Christ's offering for us
as we proclaim the mystery of faith.
All: Christ has died; Christ is risen; Christ will come
again.
Pastor: Pour out your Holy Spirit on us gathered here, and on
these gifts of bread and wine. Make them be for us the body
and blood of Christ that we may be for the world the body of
Christ, redeemed by his blood.
By your Spirit make us one with Christ, one with each other,
and one in ministry to all the world, until Christ comes in
final victory and we feast at his heavenly banquet.

Through your Son Jesus Christ, with the Holy Spirit in your
holy church, all honor and glory is yours, Almighty God,
now and forever.
All: Amen.
*United Methodist Church has an open table for all to

come and receive the elements of bread and juice. Come
forward and receive a piece of bread and dip it into the
juice and proceed back to your seat*
Candle Lighting

* Congregational Song
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Silent Night
Sending
Christ the Savior is born.
Go forth in the strength of the Spirit to ponder and proclaim
the good news.
Postlude/Processional
Joy to the World
*Please stand if you are able.

UMH 246
Stanzas 1, 4

Scripture (ESV)
Isaiah 9:2-7

Reverend Joshua Andrews, Pastor
You may reach Pastor Josh after office hours at:
419-647-8199
pastorjosh@spencervilletrinity.com
Youth Director Kristen Davis
youth@spencervilletrinity.com

Church Attendance & Giving Records are available by
request.
Listening Assistance Equipment Available
Please see sound booth if interested.
Community Groups (10:30am)
Elementary: Beth Seibert
Jr/Sr High: Bill Miron
Friendship: Don McClintock/Harold Zinsmeister
Thrive/Real Life: Class-Led
Please contact us with your feedback or questions!
119 N. Main St., Spencerville OH 45887
Church Office 419-647-4451
Office Hours: 9am-noon, Mon-Fri
Office Manager Leanna Hirn
office@spencervilletrinity.com
Website: www.spencervilletrinity.com

