Left; Whether you’re a beginner or a veteran; a toddler, teen or grandparent - Flaherty’s Arden Bowl is a fun destination for all. Right; Dan (left) and Tom (right)
Flaherty have been in the business since they were kids; Brian Hove (center) has been a dedicated employee for over 40 years.

Flaherty’s Arden Bowl: Fun for generations

F

laherty’s Arden Bowl
is all about family. The
classic bowling center
and restaurant begins with the
Flaherty family and ends with
the hundreds of families who
enjoy the center each year.
According to co-owner Dan
Flaherty, Flaherty’s Arden Bowl is
the longest-run family bowling center
in the United States. It’s the best in
the country, too, he adds and laughs,
“Well, at least in the upper Midwest!”

Family fun
The Flahertys are quick to correct
you — it’s not a bowling alley, it’s
a bowling center. Their business is
more than bowling — it’s a family
experience.
To make their bowling center
more appealing for families, the
Arden Hills bowling center has
cosmic bowling, a “glow in the dark”
bowling experience. On Saturday
nights, the pins light up, black lights
cast a “cosmic glow” on the lanes
and classic rock fills the air. Even
on a Tuesday afternoon, the center
is bustling with people bowling.
Lanes are full, kids are playing in
the arcade, and families are getting
together over Flaherty’s famous pizza.
There are leagues for all ages,
from toddlers to seniors, “Bowlopolis”
themed bowling parties for kids, and
the latest in bowling technology.

A family operation
Dan’s grandfather P.C. Flaherty
opened his first bowling center on
University Avenue in St. Paul in
1938. Though most businesses were
still focused on the core cities, he saw
the future in the suburbs. In 1947,
he moved the bowling center to
Falcon Heights and in 1963, Flaherty
expanded to a 24-lane bowling
center (there are now 36 lanes) in
Arden Hills. Dan says there really
wasn’t much in Arden Hills when
his grandfather opened the bowling
center there, but that P.C. was an
entrepreneur and visionary and took
the chance.
The Arden Hills branch is now
P.C. Flaherty’s lasting legacy: the
chance he took has lasted almost 50
years. The bowling center in Arden
Hills was passed down from father to
son until it reached cousins Dan and

Tom Flaherty, the current owners and
operators of the center.
Dan Flaherty has, of course, been
in the bowling business since he was a
kid. He was around to help his dad and
uncle run the center before he took the
business over along with his cousin,
Tom, in 1995. Dan runs the bowling
center and Tom runs the restaurant.
They each boast about different
elements of the family business. “We
keep investing in the business year after
year,” Dan says, noting new flat-screen
televisions and an advanced scoring
system.
“We have really good food and are
pretty famous for the homemade pizza,”
Tom adds. He says people comment on
how much they like the food; the pizza
is developing a renown all its own.
The two businessmen definitely
agree on one thing: family comes first.

Progress Proof 2
Familiar faces
“Both of us have been here all our
lives,” Tom says. In fact, most of the
staff have worked at Flaherty’s for at
least a decade. The cousins list coworkers who have been there for 20,
30 or even more than 40 years.
The staff aren’t the only ones
who have stuck with the Arden
Hills bowling center. “Every year, it’s
the same league bowlers,” says Dan.
There’s a certain amount of loyalty
among the bowlers which keeps
them coming back to the facility, but
there are also the clean and up-todate bowling lanes and high level of
service, Dan says.
Flaherty’s Arden Bowl has been a
community favorite for years, winning
the local newspaper’s Reader’s Choice
award for “Best Bowling Center” nine
out of ten years.
The familiar faces at Flaherty’s give
the business a “friendlier” and “more
personal” touch, Dan says. He says
because the business is family owned,
there aren’t as many layers in the
management and problem-solving is
easier and more efficient.
“We care more, too, because it’s our
place,” Tom adds.
For the Flahertys, it’s always been a
family experience and because of their
care, other families have racked up
enjoyable memories for years.

Tom Flaherty rings in an order at Flaherty’s Pub and Grill.
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St. Patrick’s Day events

Corned Beef and Cabbage served all week

Irish Pub & Grill Come check out our new menu!
Birthday parties for Teens & Bowlopolis parties for kids

Saturday Night Open Mic-8:00 p.m.

Spring Leagues - Starting in April

Moonlight Bowling Saturday Night at 10:30
Daily Open Bowling - Call for Availability
Mike’s Pro Shop - 651.488.2270

Flaherty’s Arden Bowl Pub & Grill
1273 W. Co. Rd. E • Arden Hills (Snelling & County Road E)

651.633.1777 • Fax 651.633.3086
partys@ahertysbowl.com

www.ahertysbowl.com

