Our text today 


needs to resolve all of the questions 


and all the loose ends swirling in our heads, 



because there is no more Job to read after this.  

Which it could possibly do, 


if the text did not raise more questions.  

Which of course it does.

There are questions like verse 11, 


where the NIV says Job's family members 



“consoled him over all the trouble the Lord had brought upon him.”  

We could work with this, 


but if we look at some of the other texts, 



they use the word “evil”



 not “trouble.”  


God can not do evil, 



can he?  

Or there is the question of 


Why must Job pray for his three friends, 



and they can not pray for themselves?  

There is the earlier question of, 


If Job says everything about God correctly, 


why did we hear Job being questioned by God for the previous three chapters?  

Did Job speak correctly about God or not?  

Or there is the question of whether or not 


Job was really given double of everything, 



because he now only has 10 children.  

There are questions about Job's 3 daughters being named 


and given a full inheritance.  



Why only the daughters?  



What do the names mean?  

There is also the overarching question that we set out to answer 10 weeks ago, 


“Can man love God for nothing?”  



Hearing the double fortune being restored clouds this answer a little.

So with all of these questions lingering, 


we need to first work through them, 



and in doing so we will begin to wrestle with what this text is really saying.  At least that is the path I am trying to take today.

To address our first question, 


what the family members are reconciling Job over, 


They are “consoling him over all the trouble 



or evil the Lord brought upon him.”  

And you should be aware, 


the Lord is bringing evil and trouble upon you as well.  

He is bringing evil upon you, 


because he is calling you his children.  


He is calling you his people, 


his Israel, 


his chosen ones.  

When you choose a side, 

when you become part of the priesthood of God, 

when you follow God's ways, 


you are bringing evil upon yourself because of who you are in God.   

In the beginning of the Story, 


God asked Satan if he had considered his servant Job.  



God highlighted how Job followed God.  

In this fallen world, 


many of us have learned 



life is much easier if we don't have the spotlight shine on us.  

If we are the best, 


then everyone is trying to beat us.  

If we state our political affiliation, 


everyone on the other side is trying to convert us to their thinking.  

If we tell our coworkers about the God who loves us and loves them, 


we become a target at work.  



We find every mistake we make highlighted all the more, 




because we are supposed to be the loved and redeemed.  

But this is part of what it means to be God's children, 


to be followers of God.  

Satan would love for us to buy into the lie 


that if we become a Christian, 


our lives become easier.  

There are benefits of course to becoming a Christian, 


we have more tools to deal with situations, 



like the unconditional love of God, 



forgiveness, 



grace 



and mercy.  

But actually using these tools brings more work, 


not less to our lives.  

Satan tried to sell Jesus on this easier life strategy 


when he tested him in the desert.  

In order to have the world under his control, 


Jesus knew to follow Satan's way was easier. 


The way of the cross and his father was much harder, 



but it was what was needed for Jesus to be truly the Messiah 



to redeem Israel 



and overthrow the powers of evil and death.  

So as harsh as evil being brought upon us sounds, 


know that we will have brothers and sisters there to support us 



after we have faced the evil that comes upon us, 



because we are in relationship with the Lord.  


That is why the Lord called the church into being, 



that is part of our function as we gather here to worship.  




To encourage 




and comfort one another in the life we have chosen in following God.  





That is why it is good to meet together.

As we look at the method the Lord worked in restoring Eliphaz, Bildad, and Zophar, 


we see the trouble that the Lord brings upon each person, 



including Job, 




at play.  

These three have torn down the man they meant to comfort.  


They did it based upon their view and understanding of the world.  

The Lord has told them that they need to learn from Job 


about how God works in the world.  

Then they are told to bring sacrifices to Job, 


for Job to offer to God on their behalf, 


and for Job to pray for them.  

This is much more trouble than if they could just take them to any priest.  


It forces them to be reconciled to Job.  



Because we all know our pride and stubbornness is fierce.  

To ask the man you have berated for multiple exchanges 


to sacrifice 14 animals for you, 

because you were wrong in what you said 


and sinned against God, 



takes some very humble men.  

However, 


to be willing to pray for 


and make the sacrifices for such men, 



takes an even humbler man.  

It takes a man who has heard what God had to say about his anger and his mouth, 


and is ready to take whatever steps necessary 



to get those to align with the ways of God.  

In doing so, 


Job goes from being the priest of his family, 


to the priest for all the nations.

As far as the question of whether Job was right or wrong, 


when we look at this passage 


and the fact that he feels he needs to repent in verse 6.  



We need to be taking in a larger view of constructive criticism.  

Job has loved and followed God unswervingly.  


But he has acted like any hurt lover.  



He wants to know why these things are happening.  

Now Job had his goals and desires mixed up or muddied.  


His overall goal in everything he did 



was to be upright and blameless, 



to fear God and shun evil.  


This was clearly working when the hedge was around him.  



It meant that many of his desires were also fulfilled, 




a large family, 




success in business, 




esteem in the land, 




power of influence, 




and the list of things we also desire go on.  

But the question for Job is, 


and for us is, 



are our goals being replaced by our desires?

This is an important question, 


because as we saw in Job's life, 



what we desire is not in our control.  

If we put what we can not control as our goal, 


we are going to be sorely disappointed often.  



We are going to find ourselves frustrated, 



then angry with those around us more and more.  

We hear this when Job is lamenting about not being respected at the city gate anymore


and instead being mocked by the outcasts of his society.  

Job has no control over how people decide to treat him.  


He can only set goals 



to do all of the things he can do 



and has control over.  


When the desires become his motives, 



anger tends to cloud his thinking and judgement.  

Job however, 


never crossed this line, 


though his friends thought he did.  

He was requesting to speak with the almighty face to face.  


They thought that was an impossible request.  

God showed that Job's request was valid 


and the friends were in the wrong for thinking that God would never respond.

Next, 


there is the question of doubling the inheritance.  

Yes, his donkeys, camels, sheep, and oxen were all doubled.   


Twice the perfect number. 

We can assume he needed twice the amount of servants to tend this amount of animals, 


but notice that the children were not doubled.  

There are only 7 and 3 again, 


instead of 14 and 6.  

Why were the children not doubled?  


That would be the pre-fatherhood part of me talking.  

Because anyone who is a parent knows, 


children are not a possession to be traded or just counted.  

Any child you have had, 


only if for a few moments, 



never leaves.  

So Job does end with 20 children, 


just not all of them at once.  



That way he has a chance of living another 140 years.

The girls are of special note. 

They are noteworthy, 


because Job does something with them, 



that was completely counter cultural.  

He gives them an inheritance equal to the boys.  


This is growth, 


this is change brought on by the troubles.  

Job has realized that each of his children are a precious gift.  


Way before his time, 



Job realized that his daughter's deaths and lives 



were equal to the death and lives of his sons.  

To ensure that this stands, 


their names are recorded.  

Before, 


Job was only making sacrifices after his sons parties, 

we can assume with the naming, 


he is praying after anyone's party now.  
The change is seen in Job's naming of his daughters.  


Jemimah means  warm, 



as in affectionate; 



hence a dove or peace.  


Keziah means cassia, 



or a powdered bark that is a spice like cinnamon.  


Keren-Happuch means horn of antimony, 



which was a compound used in mascara.  

Job is paying attention to his daughters now.  


He is interacting with them 



to experience the peace they give him, 



smelling how sweet they make his life, 



and looking into their eyes, 




to see the life that is there.  

For a man who at once point only saw death and darkness, 


to hear he sees the beauty of his daughters clearly 



is a healthy change.

So, did Job love God unconditionally?  


Looking at the grand scheme of things, 



I would say yes!  


Looking at when the blessings happened,



 I would say undoubtedly Yes!  

For the hardest thing Job was asked to do this whole time, 


was to pray for those who persecuted him.  



It is what the prophets were called to do 



and Jesus calls his disciples to do as well.  

Only once he took that step, 


and showed undivided love and faithfulness to God, 



were the fortunes restored.  

As we saw last week, 


God speaking to Job was not easy on Job.  



Job's weaknesses were exposed by God.  

But they were not left that way either by God.  


God challenged him to continue to change, 



to control the anger 



and pray for those who had hurt him.  

When he did, 


he was in a good place to start using the blessings of God 


as a child of God.  

He now knew that God not only gave us things if we were good, 


but that God was desiring us to be his people, 



and would use whatever resources necessary to make that happen.  

Even if it means allowing evil to be brought against us, 


so that we realize the gifts God has placed around us.  

So know that God is doing the same with you and me.  


The challenge is to love God for being God.  

Not because of what he has given, 


but because of who God is.  

Then, we can proceed through life with the proper perspective,


goals


and desires where they need to be.
