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 LETTER TO THE EDITOR 
 

REDUCING THE BURDEN 
    OF GOVERNMENT! 
        ARE THEY FINALLY 
            CATCHING ON? 
 

By Stephen L. Bakke  June 2, 2014 
 

Here’s what provoked me:  
 
I shake my head as I take note of previously notoriously high tax jurisdictions as they grant 
and aggressively promote “tax free holidays,” and business tax incentives for construction 
projects, personnel hiring, even paying for relocating all or portions of manufacturing and 
service corporations. 
 
Most recently I noticed an aggressive TV campaign by the state of New York to provide tax 
relief or elimination to attract corporations to start up, expand, or move to, that state.  
 
What’s up? Why the apparent change in attitude and policy? 
 
Here’s my response: 
 
Reducing the Burden of Government! Are They Finally Catching On? 
 
Many traditionally high-tax jurisdictions are coming up with business promotional programs 
offering “tax fee holidays,” and business tax incentives for construction projects, financing of 
projects, and often even direct subsidies. They sometimes provide tax incentives for hiring of 
employees. And it’s not unusual for them to offer to share costs of relocating operations and 
personnel. These vary in amount and length, but generally are quite generous – especially 
considering the “business unfriendly” tradition of some of these states and municipalities. 
 
What’s up? Why the “change in tune”? It’s 
really quite simple. Reducing the financial 
and regulatory burden of government 
enhances economic prosperity by promoting 
business hiring, business expansion. Local 
and state politicians are finally coming to that 
realization. As the New York state add 
proclaims: “The New NY Works for Business 
– to Grow or Start Your Business.” 
 
While this attitude is becoming more common, we need it to become widely recognized as one of 
the “best business practices” for business growth and development, and for widespread prosperity 
for the maximum number of people! 

http://images.search.yahoo.com/images/view;_ylt=A0PDoX6xJW1OCioAVR6JzbkF;_ylu=X3oDMTBlMTQ4cGxyBHNlYwNzcgRzbGsDaW1n?back=http://images.search.yahoo.com/search/images?_adv_prop=image&va=patriotic+icons&fr=yfp-t-701-s&b=271&tab=organic&w=371&h=425&imgurl=www.easyvectors.com/assets/images/vectors/afbig/usflag-clip-art.jpg&rurl=http://www.easyvectors.com/browse/other/usflag-clip-art&size=48.9+KB&name=Usflag+clip+art+-+Download+free+Other+vectors&p=patriotic+icons&oid=0d4d6c041da29871281e6d0f0786958b&fr2=&fr=yfp-t-701-s&tt=Usflag+clip+art+-+Download+free+Other+vectors&b=271&ni=30&no=291&tab=organic&sigr=11nlvf8jm&sigb=13gvc40mh&sigi=123f8s97f&.crumb=LfR3yHbsJpd
http://images.search.yahoo.com/images/view;_ylt=A0PDoX6xJW1OCioAVR6JzbkF;_ylu=X3oDMTBlMTQ4cGxyBHNlYwNzcgRzbGsDaW1n?back=http://images.search.yahoo.com/search/images?_adv_prop=image&va=patriotic+icons&fr=yfp-t-701-s&b=271&tab=organic&w=371&h=425&imgurl=www.easyvectors.com/assets/images/vectors/afbig/usflag-clip-art.jpg&rurl=http://www.easyvectors.com/browse/other/usflag-clip-art&size=48.9+KB&name=Usflag+clip+art+-+Download+free+Other+vectors&p=patriotic+icons&oid=0d4d6c041da29871281e6d0f0786958b&fr2=&fr=yfp-t-701-s&tt=Usflag+clip+art+-+Download+free+Other+vectors&b=271&ni=30&no=291&tab=organic&sigr=11nlvf8jm&sigb=13gvc40mh&sigi=123f8s97f&.crumb=LfR3yHbsJpd
https://images.search.yahoo.com/images/view;_ylt=AwrB8pJRiEFT.igAvdiJzbkF;_ylu=X3oDMTIzcjZ1MWV0BHNlYwNzcgRzbGsDaW1nBG9pZAMyMzhlZGYzOTM3ZjU2OTA3N2JhOTM3YjA5ZmE0ZTYzZARncG9zAzI3BGl0A2Jpbmc-?back=http://images.search.yahoo.com/search/images?_adv_prop=image&va=editor,+icon&fr=yfp-t-950&tab=organic&ri=27&w=128&h=128&imgurl=icons.iconarchive.com/icons/mattahan/buuf/128/Rich-Text-Editor-icon.png&rurl=http://www.iconarchive.com/show/buuf-icons-by-mattahan/Rich-Text-Editor-icon.html&size=18.1KB&name=Rich+Text+<b>Editor+icon</b>&p=editor,+icon&oid=238edf3937f569077ba937b09fa4e63d&fr2=&fr=yfp-t-950&tt=Rich+Text+<b>Editor+icon</b>&b=0&ni=128&no=27&ts=&tab=organic&sigr=12hauc389&sigb=13d3lqko8&sigi=127oev4pf&sigt=10sufb5l3&sign=10sufb5l3&.crumb=G3tNhuLUttj&fr=yfp-t-950
http://www.nytimes.com/interactive/2013/05/03/nyregion/03cuomo-ads-new-new-york.html?ref=nyregion

