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Albury Wodonga Bonsai N ewslet ter  
September  2016 

Contacts:  

President:  Ian Bransden, Ph: 0357 522 678, Mobile: 0432 530 934 

Email: ian.bransden@southernphone.com.au 

Treasurer (and newsletter editor)  

  Neil, Ph: 0260 271 557  

  Email neil@shibuibonsai.com.au   

Secretary  Theo, Ph 0418 568 601  

  Email: bonsaialburywodonga@gmail.com 

Club website  Les: 

  Email: firekitty0@gmail.com  

Web address: http://www.alburywodongabonsai.com/home.html  

Fees: 

Fees have been set at $20 per member or $30 per couple for 2016. You can pay Neil at 

a meeting or post subs to Neil at P.O. Box 135, Yackandandah, 3749 . 

Please note:  Next year (2017) fees rise to $25 and $35.  

Next Meeting:  

Tuesday, September 27, 2016 at Harryõs Hut, Olive St. South 

Albury at 7:30 pm.  
For those who have not been before, Harryõs Hut is the meeting room at the Gardens 

beside Brownõs Lagoon. Entry off Olive St., opposite the end of Nurigong St., South 

Albury.  

Members and visitors are always welcome to bring a tree (or 2 or even more) to our meetings if 

you want to show off your successes (or failures!), to work on a tree, or to ask about a 

problem. 

Topic for Next Meeting:  

Collecting Trees for Bonsai  

Many famous Japanese bonsai were dug up in the mountains and transferred to bonsai pots. 

Collecting trees allows us to start with more advanced material and has lots of other benefits. 

Learn more about collecting trees for bonsai at our next meeting.  
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Weõd love to see some trees that have been collected from gardens, roadsides, etc but you are 

also welcome to b ring in other bonsai or pre -bonsai for our interest or to ask about. My crab 

apple is in flower so Iõm going to inflict that on you, even though it is not a collected tree. 

Last Month:   

The topic Plums and Hawthorns as bonsai almost ended up as a collectin g trees for bonsai 

session. Both of these species self -seed readily in our region so we can dig up older specimens.  

Both of these are hardy so should do well in any potting mix. Both will tolerate some neglect so 

they are ideal for lazy bonsai growers.  

Plums will strike as cuttings and you can grow either from seed but it is far easier to collect 

wild trees from vacant land, roadsides and farms. More on how and when at this monthõs 

meeting. 

Both of these families are flowering plants. To get the best displ ay of flowers switch to high P 

fertiliser in late summer.  

Bonsai Events: 

September 24  ð Bonsai and Penjing Display and Demonstration  jointly sponsored by Bonsai 

Environment and Penjing Australia, George Street, opposite the QVB  

October 8 & 9  -  Bonsai Socie ty of Victoria Exhibition 2016 , Box Hill Town Hall, 1022 

Whitehorse Rd , Box Hill  

October 8 & 9  ð Canberra bonsai Society exhibition , Canberra Grammar School  

October 8 & 9 -The South Australian Bonsai Society Inc  Bonsai Exhibition  

October 29 & 30  -  Ballara t Bonsai Exhibition Robert Clark Centre in the Botanical Gardens 

at Lake Wendouree in Gillies Street North, opposite the Glass House  

October 29 & 30  -  Goldfields Bonsai Society Exhibition Castlemaine Botanical Gardens, 

Downes Rd Castlemaine 

November 5 & 6  - Bonsai North West  show & sales Footscray Arts centr e 

I have received notification from the New Zealand Bonsai Association of their show and 

convention to be held in Auckland between November 4 and 8 this year. If you are interested 

in attending, the Kiw is are keen for Australian representation, details can be found by using 

these links. C onvention website ( www.bonsaiconvention.net.nz) or by contacting 

nzbonsaiconvention@gmail.com. 

The bonsai federation of Australia (southern) have put up a bonsai calendar showing all 

meetings and events of affiliated clubs. Have a look and see whatõs going on at clubs around Vic 

and further away.  Also worth a look if youõre travelling. There might be something interesting 

on along the way. - https://teamup.com/ks55bf2733e25865a6  

Business:  

2016 AWBS logo competition has closed. Lots of anticipa tion to see what has been submitted.  

A list of entries is attached at the end of this newsletter. Details of voting can be found 

there.  

http://www.bonsaiconvention.net.nz/
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We need to approach the Albury Show society/ Albury Hort society to secure space at the 

2016 show. 

Also discussed at the  last meeting: The National Bonsai and Penjing Collection at Canberra has 

invited applications for workshop spaces at Bonsai Week in March next year. Any AABC or BFA 

affiliated clubs (that includes us) can nominate up to 2 members for a workshop with Tony 

Tickle who is coming out from England for the week of activities. The workshop is free but 

transport and any accommodation costs will be up to the successful participants. You would 

also need a tree worth working on with an international bonsai master. Any  AWBS members 

who might be interested should let Theo know.  

Proposed 2016 program:  

Members at last yearõs November meeting tossed around lots of possible ideas for meeting 

topics. Hereõs what Iõve come up with. Still time to make changes if you want to propose some 

alternatives.  

September: Collecting trees for bonsai ð what to look for and when  

October: Exotics & growing them out - Annalea 

November: Tools of the trade  

December: no meeting due to proximity to Christmas.  

Ideas for next yearõs program can be emailed to Theo.  

Seasonal Notes  from Shibui Bonsai  

Lots of new leaves starting to emerge on the bonsai over the last few weeks. It is a magic time 

of year as new life unfurls in front of us but be aware of the increased need for water. As the 

new leaves harden the plants require water. At the same time the days are getting drier so 

there is a double need to watch out that the bonsai do not get too dry.  

I have been finalising the repotting of my exotic species before they come out of dormancy. 

Last week I rep otted a number of Japanese Black pines, some Japanese maples and a few 

Shimpaku junipers. Iõm still planning to repot my oldest bonsai ð a Deodar cedar this spring. 

Cedars start to grow quite late in the season so I figure Iõve still got a bit of time. Iõve also 

heard other growers who repot cedars in Summer which indicates that the repotting window 

may be even wider for some species.  

As our trees start to grow there will be an increased need for nutrients. I know I go on about 

this but fertilising is an im portant aspect of growing good bonsai and now is the time to start 

feeding all the trees.  

New growth also signals time to consider pinching the new growth. There are many ways to 

approach pruning, depending on what results you are looking for. For trees th at are developing 

(need to grow larger, thicker, etc) you can allow the new shoots to grow quite long before 

pruning them back. For trees that are nearly bonsai, pinch the shoots when they grow 3 -4 
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nodes long. Remember that whenever you prune it stimulates  more buds and the branch/tree 

will become more densely ramified. When the tree is a mature bonsai shoots are often pinched 

when they are very small so the branches and upper trunk do not get too thick.  

My Bonsai Notes: - news from members.  

Wow! For months  there are no contributions and I feel really sad then suddenly lots of 

members send in stuff. Thanks guys from your grateful newsletter editoré.. 

Even though he 

has missed a 

couple of meetings 

Ian has still been 

playing with 

bonsai.  

The dog chewed 

some lower 

branches off one 

of his trident 

maples. After 

some heated 

words with the 

dog and some time 

to consider what 

to do, he has 

thread grafted 

new branches onto the trunk.  

Thread grafting involves drilling holes through the trunk then threading another pie ce, in this 

case trident seedlings, through the holes. As both plants grow the seedlings will fuse to the 

larger trunk and become new branches.  
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Ianõs next project is to create taper in a tall, thick Chinese elm trunk.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Some thinking outside  the square and a power sawéé. 
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gives us this.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

You might not think that looks very bonsai after 

throwing away the centre part but he hasnõt 

finished yetééé.. 

 

Add some glue é 

 

 

And some stainless steel screws and 

Ian now has a Chinese elm with great 

taper and a nice bend to go with it.  

Weõll look forward to seeing how 

this one develops.  
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Since joining AWBS only a few months ago Christinaõs eyes have been opened to the world of 

trees and plants around her. Not only has she been obs erving the shapes of trees and how they 

grow, she is now seeing potential bonsai wherever her wheelchair takes her.  

After hearing that you can dig mature trees and make bonsai Christina is now spotting 

potential bonsai in most of the front yards she goes past.  

Armed with more front than Myers, a shovel and Davidõs energy no tree is safe ð check this 

out! 

Step 1: Identify your target (see above)  

 

Step 2: Get someone (preferably not too smart, but 

with plenty of muscles) to help - David!!! 

Note the strap t ied around the trunk of this tree. 

The other end is tied to the car!  

 

 

 

 

 

After quite a bit of sweat and possibly a few choice 

words the tree is out of the ground.  

 

 

 

 

 

Remove some more soil because it 

is still too heavy to moveéé 
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Thatõs what you now have ð a massive trunk 

with plenty of smaller trunks growing from 

it. Good job so far Christina (and David of 

course) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Now, wash the roots so you 

can actually see what you 

haveé. 

It obviously wonõt fit into 

that half in barrel and they 

donõt have a pot big enough 

so Christina took on the job 

of watering the roots every 

hour to keep it alive until a 

suitable container could be 

found.  

 


