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Proclaiming Christ in Pinellas County

The Epiphany of our Lord
January 9 & 10, 2021
In the name of Jesus, our Savior & Lord, welcome!
Whether it’s your first time with us or Bay Pines is
your church home, we’re glad you’re here! If you :
. . . have questions, please ask – we’ll do our best to answer;
. . . need the restrooms, they’re in the hallway just off the north-east corner
of our sanctuary (so, if you’re facing the altar up front, look back and left);
. . . can stick around after worship, we’d love to get to know you;
. . . would like a call from one of our staff, they’d love to meet with you!
If you brought young children today, thank you! Please know :
. . . their wiggles don’t bother us (their wiggles don’t bother Jesus, either);
. . . you can sit up front where their little eyes & ears can see & hear easier;
. . . we love to hear them sing, pray, and speak along, and this is a great
setting to help them respond to church, to God, and to one another;
. . . you’re free to step out of the service if you need to (both the men’s and
women’s restrooms have changing tables, and there’s a cry-room
adjacent the restrooms as well); but please come back – we’d love for
you and for your family to feel at home in God’s house!
To adore the God of Order in a fitting and orderly way (I Corinthians 14:33, 40), our path
of worship is printed in this booklet. Today, God’s love is again made known to all
nations as, with the wise men, we behold “his star in the east and have come to
worship him” (Matthew 2:2b), and consider the worship theme :
Messiah Made Known!
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The Invocation
Jesus promises that when we gather in his name, he’s here to bless and be with us.

Minister : In the name of the Father and of the Son (†) and of the Holy Spirit.
All : Amen!

A Reading from the Gospels : Matthew 2:1-12
Jesus was born in real time and in real place. And, in doing/beings so, the faithfulness of
God is on bright display for our hearts to adore. What he says, he means. And we worship!

The gospel according to Matthew chapter 2.
Glory be to you, O Lord!
After Jesus was born in Bethlehem in Judea,
during the time of King Herod, Magi from the east
came to Jerusalem 2 and asked, “Where is the one
who has been born king of the Jews? We saw his
star in the east and have come to worship him.”
3 When

King Herod heard this he was disturbed,
and all Jerusalem with him. 4 When he had called
together all the people’s chief priests and teachers
of the law, he asked them where the Christ was to be born. 5 “In
Bethlehem in Judea,” they replied, “for this is what the prophet has written:
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6 “‘But

you, Bethlehem, in the land of Judah, are by no means least among
the rulers of Judah; for out of you will come a ruler who will shepherd my
people Israel.’”
7 Then

Herod called the Magi secretly and found out from them the exact
time the star had appeared. 8 He sent them to Bethlehem and said, “Go and
make a careful search for the child. As soon as you find him, report to me, so
that I too may go and worship him.”
9 After

they had heard the king, they went on their way, and the star they
had seen in the east went ahead of them until it stopped over the place
where the child was. 10 When they saw the star, they were overjoyed. 11 On
coming to the house, they saw the child with his mother Mary, and they
bowed down and worshiped him. Then they opened their treasures and
presented him with gifts of gold, and of incense and of myrrh. 12 And having
been warned in a dream not to go back to Herod, they returned to their
country by another route.
This is the gospel of our Lord.
Praise be to you, O Christ!

Sung Response : Angels from the Realms of Glory

(RED

HY M N A L ,

80)

For almost 200 years, this happy hymn has gathered hearts in worship of the God whose
birth the angels sang, whose face the shepherds beheld, and whose grace the world adores!

Angels from the realms of glory,
Wing your flight o’er all the earth:
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Once you sang creation’s story;
Now proclaim Messiah’s birth:
Come and worship, come and worship,
Worship Christ, the newborn King!

Shepherds, in the fields abiding,
Watching o’er your flocks by night,
God with us is now residing –
Yonder shines the infant light.
Come and worship, come and worship,
Worship Christ, the newborn King!

Magi, leave your contemplations;
Brighter visions beam afar.
Seek the great desire of nations;
You have seen the Savior’s star.
Come and worship, come and worship,
Worship Christ, the newborn King.

Saints before the altar bending,
Watching long in hope and fear,
Suddenly the Lord, descending,
In his temple shall appear.
Come and worship, come and worship,
Worship Christ, the newborn King!
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A Sermon Founded on : Matthew 2:1-12
Matthew’s gospel adores that Jesus is the Messiah promised from the Jews…but for all
people. That truth, along with God’s heart and hand are on brilliant display in this text!

LET’S WORSHIP WITH WONDER

Summarize the gospel account.

sermon notes :

Consider what’s “epiphanied” about God as it connects to the likes of:
•
•
•
•
•

Herod:
Jerusalem (the church):
The Magi:
Mary and Joseph:
Matthew:

To which of those do you most relate? Why?
Which aspect of God is made known, on display, and “epiphanied” in
this account to help you worship (and live!) in gospel-wonder?

WE PREPARE OUR HEARTS
Dear friends, let us approach God with a true heart and confess our sins, asking
him in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ to forgive us.
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The Acknowledgment of our Wrongs
Sin offends God. Always. Aware of our own sin, we ask him for his forgiveness.

Lord of life, I confess that I am by nature dead in sin.
For faithless worrying and selfish pride,
For sins of habit and sins of choice,
For the evil I have done and the good I have failed to do,
You should cast me away from your presence forever.
O Lord, I am sorry for my sins. Forgive me, for Jesus’ sake.
A moment of silence to recognize our own, individual sins
and our own, deep need for forgiveness.

The Assurance of God’s Forgiveness
Jesus lived, died, and rose to forgive the world’s sins. By his grace, you’re set free!

Christ has died. Christ is risen. Christ will come again. In his great mercy, God
made us alive in Christ even when we were dead in our sins. Hear the word of
Christ through his called servant: I forgive you all your sins in the name of the
Father and of the Son (†) and of the Holy Spirit.
Amen!

The Prayer of the Day
This petition appreciates Jesus’ full forgiveness and asks for his guidance and blessing.
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Lord God, you once used a star to make known to the nations your one and only
Son. Continue to guide us by the light of your Word so that we too may come
to the perfect joy of your heavenly glory. Hear us as we pray in Jesus name; he
lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.
Amen!

A Childlike Illustration : The Savior is Not a Secret.
After the Prayer of the Day, the kids are invited up front for a quick devotion geared toward
their little hearts (any ‘non-kids’ are welcome to listen in & pay attention, too!).

WE HEAR

G OD SPEAK

A Reading from the Old Testament : Isaiah 60:1-6

3 Nations

will come to your light, and kings
to the brightness of your dawn. 4 “Lift up your
eyes and look about you: All assemble and come

POINT TO PONDER

“Arise, shine, for your light has come, and
the glory of the LORD rises upon you. 2 See,
darkness covers the earth and thick darkness
is over the peoples, but the LORD rises upon
you and his glory appears over you.

:

It’s always been the plan. The Savior of the world was never to remain a secret. Instead, in
faithful love and love long-promised, the Light of the World would be for all to see.

Apart from God
there is only
darkness. What
wonder is stirred
as we get to
behold the Light
of his grace in
this section?
8|P age

to you; your sons come from afar, and your daughters are carried on the hip.
5 Then

you will look and be radiant, your heart will throb and swell with joy;
the wealth on the seas will be brought to you, to you the riches of the
nations will come. 6 Herds of camels will cover your land, young camels of
Midian and Ephah. And all from Sheba will come, bearing gold and incense
and proclaiming the praise of the LORD.
This is God’s Word!

Sung Response : As with Gladness Men of Old

(RED

HY M N A L ,

83,

VV.

1-3)

The wise-men came with eager anticipation on their hearts and they left with a happy-joy
that they got to see and worship the Savior. And so do we. This hymn helps us remember it!

As with gladness men of old
Did the guiding star behold,
As with joy they hailed its light,
Leading onward, beaming bright,
So, most gracious Lord, may we
Evermore your followers be.
As with joyful steps they sped,
Savior, to your lowly bed,
There to bend the knee before
You whom heav’n and earth adore,
So may we with willing feet
Ever seek your mercy seat.
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As they offered gifts most rare
At your cradle, rude and bare,
So may we with holy joy,
Pure and free from sin’s alloy,
All our costliest treasures bring,
Christ, to you, our heav’nly King.

A Reading from the New Testament : Ephesians 3:2-12
Paul had a history; and it wasn’t a good one. But, the heart of God sent his Son for the world
– for Paul, for us! – and Paul got to know that truth and share that truth. Just like we do!

POINT TO PONDER

:

Surely you have heard about the administration
of God’s grace that was given to me for you, 3 that
The glad mystery
is, the mystery made known to me by revelation,
is that God’s glory
4
as I have already written briefly. In reading this,
& grace are for
all to see. How
then, you will be able to understand my insight into
is that gospel
the mystery of Christ, 5 which was not made known
clear in the:
to people in other generations as it has now been
• Old Testament
revealed by the Spirit to God’s holy apostles and
• New Testament
6
prophets. This mystery is that through the gospel
• our ministry
the Gentiles are heirs together with Israel, members
together of one body, and sharers together in the promise in Christ Jesus.
7I

became a servant of this gospel by the gift of God’s grace given me
through the working of his power. 8 Although I am less than the least of all
the Lord’s people, this grace was given me: to preach to the Gentiles the
boundless riches of Christ, 9 and to make plain to everyone the
administration of this mystery, which for ages past was kept hidden in God,
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who created all things. 10 His intent was that now, through the church, the
manifold wisdom of God should be made known to the rulers and
authorities in the heavenly realms, 11 according to his eternal purpose that he
accomplished in Christ Jesus our Lord. 12 In him and through faith in him we
may approach God with freedom and confidence.
This is God’s Word!

Sung Response : As with Gladness Men of Old

(RED

HY M N A L ,

83,

VV.

4, 5)

We get to know, and adore, the glad gospel that the Christ was born to save the entire
world. Even as our hearts continue to cherish that, we pray God bless us in that truth!

~please stand if you are able ~

Holy Jesus, ev’ry day
Keep us in the narrow way;
And, when earthly things are past,
Bring our ransomed souls at last
Where they need no star to guide,
Where no clouds your glory hide.

In the heav’nly country bright
Need they no created light;
You its light, its joy, its crown,
You its sun which goes not down.
There forever may we sing
Alleluias to our King!
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G OD ACCEPTS OUR GIFTS AND PRAYERS
The Offering

(THANK YOU FOR USING AISLE -BASKET FOR PHYSICAL OFFERINGS, & THE QR CODE FOR DIGITAL)

Concerning the offering, the Lord says “each one should give what he
has decided in his heart to give, not reluctantly or under compulsion, for
God loves a cheerful giver” (II Cor. 9:7); whether the Gospel moves your
heart to support our ministry with a gift, a prayer, a help, or an
encouragement – thank you; please know we appreciate you for it!

G OD I NVITES US

The Prayer of the Church & the Lord’s Prayer
This petition appreciates the prayer Jesus taught & asks for his guidance and blessing.

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come,
thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us; and
lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom
and the power and the glory forever and ever. Amen.
A moment to offer today’s prayer requests and our own, individual prayers

Lord Jesus, hear us and answer us as we pray in your name.
Amen!
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G OD ASSURES US
Concluding Benediction
Where the LORD’s name is, there his blessing also is. Refreshed by his goodness, gifts, and
grace, our service concludes with his promise to bless and be with us (Numb. 6).

Sisters and brothers, go in peace; live in harmony with one another; serve the
Lord with gladness.
The LORD bless you and keep you.
The LORD make his face shine on you and be gracious to you.
The LORD look on you with favor, and give you peace.
Amen!

Final Song : May the Peace of God (BLUE HYMNAL, 745)
By the grace of God we have come to know the Son of God and we get to leave with the
blessing of God over us. This confident tune echoes thanks to the King of Kings: our Jesus!

the hymn is printed in full and with music on pages 14 & 15
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Dear friends and family at Bay Pines ~
God’s grace is always amazing and his gifts are always more than sufficient.
How special it is to know that truth together and to celebrate that truth
together, too. As always, thanks for being part of this dear ministry as we
cherish those blessings, adore Him for all of them, and live to share them to
his glory so that more and more get to know his grace, mercy, and peace!
Thanks, too, from the faculty and staff here at Bay Pines, for the warmth and
kindness you show to us and to our families – at Christmas, and, truly,
everyday. In your words and deeds, your gifts and encouragements, your
patience and prayers, your time and talents, you elegantly reflect the love of
Christ; and we thank Him for all that you are and all that you do to keep
service in this corner of the Kingdom so special.
So we thank you, dear friends, for your continue love and support; and we
thank our Savior King that he has connected us to Him and to one another
here at Bay Pines. God’s bright and continued blessings to you in 2021!
~ The Faculty & Staff at Bay Pines Lutheran
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(meets online on Wednesdays at 6:30)
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Bay Pines’ Ministry Announcements :
for our prayers (please remember the family of these dear friends, too):
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

•

Peggy Graef, as she recovers from health hurdles
Cyndi Priebe, as she deals with her health hurdles
Jim Riley, as he continues his battle against cancer
Jim Smith (Charmeine’s son), as he deals with a bout of cancer
Mary Meinke as she deals with a bout against cancer
Rick LaPeck and Taila, friends of Chuck Woodard, who are dealing with
hardship and hurdles in life
Matt Williams (Chuck Woodard’s nephew-in-law) whose father and sister
died the same day
Eva Kiss, as she enjoys daily grace against daily struggles
Ken Gerard and his family, as Kenn struggles against liver cancer
Jane Chiarenza (friend of Donna & Skip Daeke) as she struggles with health
hurdles
Rachel, Jon, and Ried Kulhanek, as they deliberate a Call to serve at Garden
Homes Lutheran Church & School in Milwaukee, WI
Our ministry as we prepare for a January 17 congregational meeting and a
Call meeting (the Call is to replace Ms. Rachel Ihlenfeldt who, after this
school year, will return to Martin Luther College to finish her studies)
our ministry in church, school, & life as we go forth with the gospel!
o additionally, our sanctuary is open at 10:30a on Wednesdays for a
midweek prayer-opportunity. Please speak with Chuck Woodard if
you’re interested in joining, or if you have any prayer requests.
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in our gratitude :
•
•
•
•

Maria Buetzow for edifying our worship with music
the Priebe, Cicco, Woodard & Dryden families for cleaning & lawn-care
Dan & Maria Buetzow for their tech support
all who help with Feeding God’s People (food is available in the altar kitchen
& hallway just west of the sanctuary; also, the pick-up location is moving,
and we’d sure appreciate any time & truck-help available to continue with it)
• all who make use of the SCRIP program to be a blessing for our ministry (for
more info on SCRIP, or to purchase the gift cards, please speak with Sarah
Sell and/or Mary Dryden)

on our calendars (please email additional dates to mary.dryden@baypineslutheran.org) :
• worship opportunities :
o Saturdays at 6:00p

o Sundays at 9:30a
• spiritual growth opportunities :
o
o
o
o

Ladies’ Bible Class : Mondays at 6:30p
The Pieces of Peace : Thursdays at 10a & Sundays at 8:30a
Veiled Victories Bible Class : Wednesdays at 6:30p (meets online)
the current Forward in Christ magazines & Meditations devotion
booklets are available

• next board of education meeting: February 2
• next council meeting : January 11
• next congregational meeting : January 17
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