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2018 SESSION
Class of 2018
Sandy Archer
Vicky Lee
John Mark Wojcicki
Sandy Woolcock Patton

Class of 2019
Carl Erickson
Don Luques
Ryan Van Orden

Class of 2020
Jim Butts
Grace Clegg
Jim Simmons
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FEBRUARY
BIRTHDAYS
Blair Gulick
Shaun O’Brien
Barbara Bell
Kyle Gulick
Donald Hendershot
Andrea Sobolewski
Mary Brodt
Brenda Zellars
Dan Gardner
Joan Grover
Nicole Shoemaker
Alexis Bravakis
Jim Simmons
Christian Cochran
Floyd Smith
Lorinda Ravo
Heather AlfanoDeRosa

2018 BOARD OF DEACONS
Class of 2018
Jen Bramley
Donna Erickson
Barbara Hall
Cynthia Luques

Class of 2019
Marge Conroy
Barbara Cors
Chris Roguso

Class of 2020
Patricia Butts
Gilles Djongang
Sharon Heil

2018 HEAVEN SENT NURSERY SCHOOL BOARD OF TRUSTEES
OFFICE: 852-2006
Dan Gardner - 2018
Ginny Plumbo - 2019
Carl Erickson - Session Liaison
HS Parent - TBD

FEBRUARY
ANNIVERSARIES
17: John & Sharon Wojcicki

PRAYER LIST
Please keep the following in your
prayers:
Virginia Agens
Rachel Becker,
Floyd Smith’s
granddaughter
Jeff Beddow
Susan Bekefi (sister of
MaryAnn
Simmons)
Richard
Bodycomb
Bramley Family
Mary Brodt
Eris Bunnel
Jim Chestnutt
Pam Covert &
her dad Jim
Alisa Dartnell’s
mother
Lauren DelPlato
Maria & Garry
Ferguson,
Birda’s In-Laws
FPCH
Friends of FPCH
Terry Gretchen
Kling Family
Dorothy Knauer
Judy Kolwicz

Dotty Landiak
Mary Kate Lee
Maikuu
congregation,
Kibwezi Kenya
Diana Merzoian
Members of the
Armed Forces
Barbara Pace,
niece of the
Prestopines
Edith Payton mother of
Sharon Heil
Elizabeth
Robitsch
Sal facing heart
surgery
Lauren Scavo niece of Glenn
Ferguson
Shepherd Family
Mark Tilney
Van Orden
Family
Pam Venturini

DATES TO REMEMBER: FEBRUARY 2018
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FPC Ringers; 6:40 pm; Music Room
Senior Choir; 7:30 pm; Music Room
Worship: 10:00 am; Communion; Sunday School; Annual
Congregational Meeting, 11:15 a.m.; Confirmation Class,
Balcony
Yarn Girls; 1:00 pm, Conference Room
Last day to sign up for Bowling Outing
Bible Study; 7:00 pm, Conference Room (moved up 1 week)
FPC Ringers; 6:40 pm; Music Room
Senior Choir; 7:30 pm; Music Room
Men’s Breakfast; 8:30 am; Chapel
Bowling Outing; 6-8:30 pm; Oakwood Lanes
Worship: 10:00 am; Scout Sunday; Sunday School;
Confirmation Class, 11:15 am, Balcony
Secret Valentines revealed during coffee hour
Ash Wednesday Service with communion and ashes; Panther
Valley Ecumenical Church, 6:30 pm
FPC Ringers; 6:40 pm; Music Room
Senior Choir; 7:30 pm; Music Room
Ladies’ Breakfast; 9 am, RiverStar Diner
News Items for Editor MaryAnn Simmons DUE!
Worship: 10 am; Sunday School; Confirmation Class, Balcony
Session Meeting; 6:30 pm; Conference Room
Lenten Study; 11:00 am; 6:00 p.m.;
Conference Room
PLEFF Dinner TO BE ANNOUNCED
FPC Ringers; 6:40 pm; Music Room
Senior Choir; 7:30 pm; Music Room
Worship: 10:00 am; Sunday School;
Confirmation Class, Balcony
Board of Deacons; 6:30 pm;
Conference Room
Lenten Study; 11:00 am; 6:00 p.m.; Conference Room

A NOTE FROM OUR PASTOR
Dear Friends,

You may have just finished putting away your Christmas
decorations, but it is time to prepare for Lent! Ash Wednesday is
February 14 (also known as Valentine’s Day). The church calendar
is not based on Cupid’s calendar, but on a decision of the Council of
Nicaea (the guys who brought us the Nicene Creed) in 325 C.E.
They determined that Easter would be celebrated on the first
Sunday after the first full moon occurring on or after the spring
equinox, when the sun passes over the equator and day and night
have become equal lengths. Easter can range anywhere from
March 22th until April 25th. This year it will be April 1st.
The first Easter, when Jesus rose from the dead, happened
the Sunday after Passover. However, Passover and Easter do not
always correspond. The Jewish calendar calculates Passover by a
different method than Christians calculate Easter, though the first
day of Passover often falls during Holy Week.
Ash Wednesday is the kick-off to Lent, the seventh
Wednesday before Easter. The ashes used on Ash Wednesday (as
our confirmation classes learn!) come from burning the previous
year’s Palm Sunday palm branches.
The ashes symbolize several things. They take us back to the
dust of our creation, mentioned in Genesis. “You are dust, and to
dust you shall return” (Genesis 3: 19) The burning of the withered
palms also reminds us how quickly we can switch from praise to
condemnation as the joyful onlookers on Palm Sunday became the
angry crowd on Good Friday.
In recent years, we have taken on a Lenten study during
Lent, held on Wednesdays at 11 a.m. and again at 6 p.m. here in
the church. It’s a great way to dig a little deeper into the stories of
Jesus’ life and how they shape our faith. I hope you’ll join us to
discuss Adam Hamilton’s book, 24 Hours That Changed the World.
See you in Church,

Birda Buzan Ferguson, Pastor

JANUARY 2018 FINANCIAL $NAPSHOT

CHOIR NOTES

BY: AL RAVO

BY: LORINDA RAVO

The Expenses Paid and Income amounts below do not include any funds
transferred from the Endowment to meet the church operating expenses.
December
Year to Date
Income
$22,603.46
$196,245.74
Expenses Paid
$19,449.94
$180,129.05
Net Operating Income/
Deficit
$3154.02
$16,116.69
Amount Needed from
Endowment
$0.00
$0.00

February 4: Credo-Sr. Choir
Bells are Ringing-Joyful Noise Ringers
With a poignant text adapted from the Apostle's Creed, this original
work by John Purifoy is a masterpiece. The prayerful message is both
powerful and moving.

At the end of December, there
was $799.23 in invoices received
and pending obligations due in
January.
These expenses were
for payroll fees and credit card
charges (for oil, worker
compensation insurance and
office supplies).
The 2017 Per Capita is $35.00 for
each of the 208 members of our
Church. The total amount due in
2017 is $7,280.00 or $606.67
monthly. In December, $150.00
was received for Per Capita
raising the total amount received
during 2017 to $4,925.00 or 68%
of the annual amount due.
Contact Al Ravo if you have any questions or would like to discuss the
Church’s operational finances, the Endowment Funds or Per Capita.

The Joyful Noise Children’s Bell Choir plays “Bells Are Ringing” this
morning. Our littlest ringers are becoming more and more proficient at
these new skills of reading music, counting rhythms, and ringing bellsall at the same time!
February 11: Swiftly Pass the Clouds of Glory-Sr. Choir
Jesus Loves the Little Children-Little Lights Choir
The Senior Choir sings an anthem recognizing this as “Transfiguration
of the Lord Sunday”.
From the hymn notes in our Glory to God
hymnal: “A 20th century hymn, the first two verses guide singers
through a contemplation of the disciples’ experience of that event. The
final stanza becomes a corporate prayer for enlightenment and for a
renewed sense of commitment to doing God’s will.
The Little Lights sing a song that many of us learned as children:
Jesus Loves the Little Children, but with some newer, updated lyrics.
They’ll also be playing rhythm instruments as they form an
accompanying band!
February 18:
The Lord is My
Shepherd-Sr. Choir
Hallelujah- FPCH Ringers
During this season of Lent, the Senior
Choir will be exploring different
musical settings of the beloved 23rd
Psalm.
This morning’s piece is by
composers Nan and Dennis Allen.
The FPCH Ringers play an
arrangement the very well loved
“Hallelujah” by Leonard Cohen.
February 25: Psalm 23 – Grace Notes
This morning, the Grace Notes women’s ensemble sings another
arrangement of the 23rd Psalm-this one by Ernie and Debbie Retino.

How Can We Show God’s Love?
In January, we loved the look of the wise owls on our “ramp trees”
sharing “Words to live by in 2018.” During the month of February,
we’ll be asking the congregation to help our Sunday School students
decorate our “ramp trees” for the new month-a month that celebrates
Valentine’s Day. Sunday School students will be handing out hearts,
and we’re asking everyone to share a suggestion for how we can
share God’s love with others, not only this month, but in the coming
year! Write your suggestion(s) on the hearts, and return them to a
designated basket following worship. Thanks.

Vacation Bible School:
“All Aboard the VBS Express!”
BY: LORINDA RAVO

Are you tired of the cold? Do you want to ponder some warm weather
fun? Then join us for upcoming meetings of this
year’s VBS planning team. We have our dates
(June 25-29) and our theme: “All Aboard the
VBS Express”, our Scripture inspiration: “Train
up a child in the way he should go and when he
is old, he will not depart from it”, and the idea
to teach our children how to help advance our
church’s commitment to anti-bullying! Now we
need volunteers to help plan, to help teach, to
help in other ways. Please keep an eye out for
upcoming planning meetings and help us bring our 6th annual VBS to
life!

A Giggle a Day…..

We’ve often heard it said that laughter is the best medicine. If that’s
true, then you can get plenty of healing medicine by checking out the
Family Friendly Humor bulletin board opposite the church’s conference
room on the office level of the building. That board is
changed monthly, and is sure to bring a smile to
your face!

Get Ready for Valentine’s Day

The Christian Education Committee is planning their annual “Secret
Valentine” event again this year. For those who are not familiar
with “Secret Valentine,” it is a fun February event that gives the
Sunday School children and the congregation a way to connect.
We will be matching up Sunday School children (through Grade 8)
with willing adults or older teens from the congregation. From
February 1-11, the adults will be anonymously contacting their
child a couple of times a week with Valentine messages.
Fill in your name below and place in the basket which will be at
both entrances to the Sanctuary, clearly marked for Secret
valentine. January 21st, you will receive your Secret Valentine’s
name and address. Beginning on February 1st you can start
sending your little Valentine little messages - cards, note, perhaps
a little treat - two to three times a week.
Then, plan to attend coffee hour on Sunday, February 11th, where
we will match up Sunday School children with their Secret
Valentines. At that time, you might want to have a special card or
small gift.
YourName: _________________________________________

FEBRUARY 2018 GREETERS:
4 FEB

The Bergman Family

11 FEB

The Bramley Family

18 FEB

TBA

25 FEB

The Archer Family

Save the Date: Bowling Outing, Feb 10th
BY: BRUCE BERGMAN
Attention all. If you want to have a great night out of fun and games,
come to the Oakwood Lanes in Washington on Saturday, February
10th, from 6:00 - 8:30 pm. Cost is $20.00 per person, which includes
three games of bowling, shoe rental, and food. If you would just like
to join the crowd for food, the cost is $11.00 per person. The last day
to make your reservation is February 7th.
See Bruce Bergman or Don Luques for more information.

Annual Souper Bowl of Caring
Coming Soon to FPCH
A simple prayer: "Lord, even as we enjoy the Super Bowl football game,
help us be mindful of those who are without a bowl of soup to eat"
inspired a youth-led movement to help hungry and hurting people
around the world.
This prayer, delivered by Brad Smith, then a seminary intern
serving at Spring Valley Presbyterian Church in Columbia, SC, gave birth
to an idea. Why not use Super Bowl weekend, a time when people come
together for football and fun, to also unify the nation for a higher good:
collecting dollars and canned food for the needy? Youth could collect
donations at their schools and churches in soup pots, and then send
every dollar DIRECTLY to a local
charity of THEIR choice.
The senior high youth of Spring
Valley Presbyterian liked the idea so
much they decided to invite other
area churches to join the team.
Twenty-two Columbia churches
participated that first year, reporting
their results so a total could be
determined, and then sending all
$5,700 they had raised to area nonprofits.
That was 1990. Since then,
ordinary young people have
generated an extraordinary $75+ million for soup kitchens, food banks
and other charities in communities across the country. In addition,
hundreds of thousands of youth have experienced for themselves the joy
and satisfaction of giving and serving, inspiring people of all ages to
follow their generous example.
On February 4, we’ll be participating, for our 19th year, in this
nationwide event. Wear the apparel of your favorite football team, High
School, College, or Pro, to church that day. And resolve to donate at
least $1 to our soup pots as you leave morning worship.
We’ll be donating our proceeds to our own Board of Deacons who
will use it for hunger relief right here in our own community! In these
past 19 years, Souper Bowl of Caring here at FPCH has raised a total of
$5,300 to help alleviate hunger right here in our own Hackettstown area!

GOD’S LOVE ENDURES FOREVER

Per Capita and You in 2018

We are grateful for the love which lightens our sorrow. Violet
Shepherd Clark, mother of Ron Shepherd and mother-in-law of
FPCH member Deb Gulick Shepherd, died in December after a long
illness. Violet was 94, a resident of Florida, and formerly of Dingman’s
Ferry, PA. Her family is in the process of making plans for a memorial
service. We will keep them in our prayers.

Per capita is “part of the glue that holds Presbyterians together”!
Every Presbyterian shares in the benefit of the PC(USA)’s system of
government, so every Presbyterian is asked to share the expenses
associated with coordinating and performing the functions of that system.
In 2018, the per capita our church will send to General Assembly,
through our presbytery, is $7,595.00. That number is arrived at by multiplying
$35 per each church member by the 217 members of our congregation as of
12/31/16.
What do our per capita dollars do?
They allow each of us to share equally, responsibly, and
interdependently by sharing the cost of mission; performing ecclesiastical,
legislative, and judicial functions that identify a Reformed Church; and
strengthening the sense of community among all Presbyterians. Per capita
dollars support anyone--no matter what their economic circumstances-elected by their presbytery to serve as a commissioner to General Assembly.
That is no small accomplishment!
Per capita dollars provide a wonderful Newton Presbytery Center
where the staff, led by Jeanne Radak, our Presbytery Leader, supports and
encourages the ministries and mission of all our individual congregations as
well as those shared collaboratively and cooperatively by clusters of
congregations.
Paying per capita is similar to contributing one’s dish to a potluck
meal for all to share and enjoy. And we do love potluck!
Please use the blue card in the new commitment envelope box to
make your contribution in February or as soon as possible. If you do not use
boxed envelopes, just enclose your payment for each church member in
your family in a regular envelope marked “per capita.” Put it in the offering
plate on Sunday or mail it in. If a quarterly payment is better for you and
your family, just indicate that on your envelope.

Please keep Dottie Landiak and her family in your prayers. Her
husband of 65 years, George, died at the end of December after a
long illness. George was a long-time member of this congregation. He
was a retired brick layer and stone mason and was passionate about
fishing. George and Dottie have one son, Gary. George was the
brother-in-law of Barbara Yankiv. His family and friends celebrated
George’s life January 11 at the Cochran Funeral Home.
Keep Ryan VanOrden and his family in your prayers. Ryan’s brother,
Alan VanOrden, died at the end of December. A celebration of his life
and the Resurrection will take place at First Presbyterian Church
Saturday, February 3rd at 11 a.m., followed by a repast in the Chapel.
Let us give thanks for the God of the Resurrection whose love brings
us hope!

Thank you for helping us to fulfill this commitment!
Your Stewardship Committee

EASTER FLOWERS

EASTER FLOWERS

The Deacons would like to thank everyone who had poinsettias placed
in our sanctuary for the Christmas holiday season. It was absolutely
beautiful! Soon it will be the season to celebrate the risen Christ and
the promise of life everlasting by decorating our church with beautiful
spring flowers. You may order your traditional Easter plants which can
be taken home afterwards and planted or given to shut-ins to enjoy. If
you wish to purchase a plant in thanksgiving of or in memory of loved
ones, please fill out the form below and mail it with the correct amount
to First Presbyterian Church, 298 Main St., Hackettstown, NJ 07840. If
you prefer, you may place your order in the collection plate in church or
give it to Pat Butts.
The deadline for placing orders is Sunday, March 11th.

The Deacons would like to thank everyone who had poinsettias
placed in our sanctuary for the Christmas holiday season. It was
absolutely beautiful! Soon it will be the season to celebrate the risen
Christ and the promise of life everlasting by decorating our church
with beautiful spring flowers. You may order your traditional Easter
plants which can be taken home afterwards and planted or given to
shut-ins to enjoy. If you wish to purchase a plant in thanksgiving of
or in memory of loved ones, please fill out the form below and mail
it with the correct amount to First Presbyterian Church, 298 Main
St., Hackettstown, NJ 07840. If you prefer, you may place your
order in the collection plate in church or give it to Pat Butts.
The deadline for placing orders is Sunday, March 11th.

Detach and return with payment. Please make checks payable
to
“The Deacons.”

Detach and return with payment. Please make checks
payable to
“The Deacons.”

Given By_______________________________________________

Given By____________________________________________

In Memory of ___________________________________________

In Memory of ________________________________________

In Thanksgiving for ______________________________________

In Thanksgiving for ___________________________________

_______Lily ($11)

_______Lily ($11) ________Tulip ($11) _______Daffodils ($11)

________Tulip ($11)
TOTAL PLANTS

_______Daffodils ($11)
______

TOTAL ENCLOSED: $______

TOTAL PLANTS

_____

TOTAL ENCLOSED: $_____

Sharing God’s Bounty
Give Credit Where Credit Is Due
A steward is one who manages the resources and affairs for
someone else. On behalf of the owner, a steward is given the latitude to
make far-reaching decisions. As God’s stewards, we recognize that we
are managers, not owners, of all that God has entrusted to us.
Perhaps the best example of stewardship the Bible gives us is in
the life of Joseph. We know about his youth … that he was the favored
son of his father, but hated and resented by his brothers whose
bitterness led them to sell him into slavery. Throughout the account of
Joseph’s life in the book of Genesis, the words, “God was with Joseph”
are repeated.
Joseph recognized God’s control over his life. When Potiphar’s
wife tried to seduce him, he rejected her, saying, “How then could I do
such a wicked thing and sin against God?” (Genesis 39:9) And he fled
from evil, trusting in God to protect him. Although the result of this
encounter was that Joseph landed in prison, he still relied on his God.
When the cupbearer finally remembered Joseph’s ability to interpret
dreams, and Pharaoh called for Joseph, it was his chance to build
himself up and get back into good standing. Instead, Joseph answered,
“I cannot [interpret your dreams], but God will give Pharaoh the answer
he desires” (Genesis 41:16).
As second only to Pharaoh and with the wisdom God had given,
Joseph saved not only Egypt from starvation but surrounding nations as
well. When Joseph’s brothers came to Egypt, seeking to buy grain so
they wouldn’t starve, Joseph had the right and the power to punish
them. Instead he saw God’s hand in all the events of his life and
forgave his brothers, saying, “You intended to harm me, but God
intended it for good . . .” (Genesis 50:20).
As stewards, we work and serve under God’s direction. We use
our gifts wherever he places us and we work for him, not for Earthly
bosses. We acknowledge that he is the one who gives us our gifts and
enables and equips us to use them. And we thank him, giving him the
credit, for it is his due.
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GET TO KNOW YOUR ELDERS AND
DEACONS
This month, we introduce Elder
Don Luques and Deacon
Margaret Conroy!
Don became a member of this
congregation in 2012 and was
ordained to serve as an elder in
2013. Don enjoys working with
Building and Grounds and has a
special responsibility as the
coordinator of groups and events that take place in our Chapel.
On Sundays, Don greets
worshipers at the back door.
He is married to Cynthia.
Margaret, or Marge, joined
this congregation in 2011.
She was ordained to serve as
a deacon in 2012 and has a
heart for helping people,
especially children. Marge
recently served on the Board of the Warren County Family
Promise. At FPCH she plays in the Tone Chime Choir. Ask Marge
about her grandson and watch her light up!

THANK YOU, BOTH,
FOR YOUR SERVICE TO
OUR CONGREGATION!

CONGRATULATIONS, TERRY!

Preparing for 2018 Lenten Sunday

Sunday, January 28, several members of our congregation witnessed
the Ordination and Installation of the Reverend Mr. Terence B.
Dougherty, a former member and elder of FPCH. Terry is the newly
ordained pastor of Ocean View Presbyterian Church in Ocean View,
Delaware, a congregation of New Castle Presbytery.

Our Lenten Study for 2018 was written by popular author
and pastor, Adam Hamilton, who also wrote our 2017 Lenten
Study!
In the book for this year,
24 Hours That Changed the
World, Adam Hamilton guides
us, step by step, through the
last 24 hours of Jesus’ life, in an
account described as inspiring
and heart-breaking.
No single event in human
history has received more
attention than the suffering and
crucifixion of Jesus of Nazareth.
In this book, Hamilton will help
you experience and understand
the significance of Jesus’
suffering and death like never
before.
He retraces the day that
changed human history in his
usual straightforward yet easy,
conversational style that speaks to both long-time Christians and
those who are simply curious about the story of Christ’s
crucifixion. This new edition includes devotions for each chapter
and travel notes from Adam's trip to the Holy Lands.
We will provide two sessions of the Lenten Study
every Wednesday, at 11 a.m. and again at 6 p.m. Both will
meet in the Conference Room, down the hall from the
Church Office.
The sessions will begin after Ash Wednesday and will
meet February 21, 28, March 7, 14, 21, and 28. The books
will be available in the sanctuary!

We wish Terry and Pam much joy as they begin this journey of faith
together!

THANK YOU!
We are grateful to Alisa Dartnell for her service on the Board of
Deacons.
She is passionate about serving God’s people and was
instrumental in organizing our Free Market and Lunch and the Clothing
Drives sponsored by the Deacons. Alisa served as the Co-Moderator of
the Deacons with Charles Lee. Thank you, Alisa!

A NOTE OF THANKS!
To our FPCH Family,
We waited longer than some do to baptize our children because where
we chose to baptize them meant just as much to us as the act of a
Baptism itself. We feel truly blessed to have found our ‘home’ at FPCH.
We wanted to thank you for all of the beautiful gifts for the girls on
their special day, in addition to your love and support. Thank you for
welcoming us into such a loving community and ‘family.’
With sincere appreciation,
Heather, Lamont, Amari, and Malia Melendez”

CALL FOR 2018 ANNUAL
CONGREGATIONAL MEETING
At its December 19, 2017 meeting, the Session voted to
call the Annual Congregational Meeting for Sunday,
February 4, 2018, immediately after worship for the
following:

•
•
•
•
•

• Receive the 2018 Budget for information only;
• Receive the 2017 Annual Report;
Vote on the pastor’s Terms of Call for 2018;
Elect three members to the Financial Review Team for a one-year
term;
Elect four members and two alternates to the Nominating
Committee for a one-year term;
Hold a meeting of the Corporation of the First Presbyterian Church;
Discuss any other information to properly come before this
congregation.

Public notice of this meeting will be posted on two successive Sundays.
NOMINATING FORM
Please consider the following name(s) for the February 4, 2018 Annual
Congregational Meeting Elections (PLEASE PRINT)
•

Financial Review Team for a one-year term
____________________________________

•

Nominating Committee for a one-year term
____________________________________

DID YOU KNOW…
BY: DEB GULICK SHEPHERD
The relationship between our Newton Presbytery and the Nairobi
Presbytery began with our
congregation. Rev. Keith Barkley
was the interim minister during
the 1980s. He had served as a
missionary in Africa and wished
to return to the mission field.
Our Session voted to support
Rev. Barkley’s mission work in
Africa with the formation of the
Barkley Mission Fund. In 1986
Elder Jean Carpenter, who had
visited in Africa along with Rev.
Bruce Stevens, met with the Executive Presbyter of Newton
Presbytery asking for support regarding the Kenya Water Project.
The Presbytery subsequently approved the project and the Barkley
Pipeline Project was born!

Scout Sunday is February 11
Sunday, February 11, members of Scout Troop 158 will lead
worship at FPCH.. Each year around this time, we are blessed by
their presence in our worship and enjoy their
leadership of readings and prayers.
We welcome all scouts—boys and girls—to be a
part of this service. Let us know if your scouts are
interested in participating.
We will hold a “practice” of the readings at 7 p.m.
Friday, February 9.
Please call the church office or speak with Pastor Birda Ferguson.

