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Jack Hickey
Sprouting among West Texas tumbleweeds in 1926 at Colorado City, Hickey grew up in Stephenville, Texas.  He volunteered for induction into the Army in 1944 upon graduating from High School.

Following training at Fort Hood, he became an adequate Tank Destroyer radio operator and an expert at KP in the mess hall.

He then decided there must be more to Army life.  So escaping KP, he pinned on his Good Conduct medal after a year, and went to Officers Candidate School at Fort Sill where he then pinned on his gold bar.  That trinket earned him an Army cruise to sunny Italy, joining the 88th Infantry Division, 337th FA Battalion.

Returning home in 1946, Hickey re-upped in the reserves, returning to college.  The Berlin airlift crisis brought him back to active duty for a brief period.  Graduating from North Texas University in 1950, the Korean War (“whoever called it a ‘police action’ wasn’t there”) resulted in another Army trip.  Over by air, back by ship.  This was in 1952.  

He became S-2 for the 176th AFA Bn., a separate unit assigned to support the Third ROK Division near Capitol Hill.

Back home, Hickey launched a career in newspapering where he put his journalism degree to work.  In 1954 he ended his army duties, deciding that being called up three times in 10 years and getting shot at (and thankfully missed) during two of those three times was sufficient excitement.

Later he entered the oil industry where he retired in 1990 to a life of yard work, fire ant combat and honey-do’s.  Irene Hickey, his wife of 30-plus years, shares his enthusiasm for the tennis court where they both play several times a week.  Hickey also logs many horizontal hours on his sofa.

Between loafing and tennis he writes for a couple of publications, which keep him supplied with cold beer and cheap scotch.  He has written three books, two published and one manuscript gathering dust.  Irene is a well-known painter with her oils displayed around the world by collectors.  They have a daughter, a son, four grandsons and a seven-month-old great-‘princess.’  The Hickeys live in Spring, Texas just north of Houston.
