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"Fear not, for I am with you; be not dismayed, for I am your
God; I will strengthen you, I will help you, I will uphold you
with my righteous right hand."
Isaiah 41:10
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Church Office Hours
Monday: 8:45am-5pm, Tuesday-Thursday: 8:45am-2pm, Friday: 8:45am-1:30pm
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Mark's Minute
I can't tell you how often I have heard statements like this: "I can't wait to get back to church and give everyone a
BIG hug!" Or "It will be SO good to be back together again in worship!" And...I agree...HOWEVER, I also am very
much aware that health experts are advising that we "re-open" things in phases...slowly and gradually.
As one church expert writes, "I can guarantee that we will not go back to 'business as usual' as a country, and that
includes our churches. If you think we'll all rush back to church and pick up where we left off, don't kid yourself-it's
not going to happen. Or at least it shouldn't happen."
When I first read that, I thought, "That seems a little blunt." But the more I thought about those statements, the
more I thought, "he's right."
"Coming back" is going to require some intentional and careful thinking and planning. That's why your Shalom
leadership has already begun to talk about these very things on a weekly basis. And so, over the next several
weeks, we will be sharing with you, our Shalom congregation, through email..different areas of church life worth
thinking about, planning for, and praying through.
For instance, what's our plan if the governor only increases gathering to 50 or less? What about 100 or less. On a
typical Sunday, Shalom regularly has around 150 people in EACH service. We will need to think through this.
Might we need to do communion differently for awhile? And how about baptisms? And what does a "socially distant"
choir look like? How about offerings? (Do you REALLY want to be the 100th person in a worship service to touch
the offering plate after 99 other people have just touched it?)
What does this mean for our summer children's and youth events? What does this mean for VBS? These are things
that our church needs to strategically think about. As one of our leaders said to me: "This is a good thing. To be on
the offense regarding these things."
Will we need to increase our janitorial services, when it comes to more thorough cleaning and sterilizing?
How will we handle special events? Will the roles of our greeters/ushers change? Will we need to seat families and
leave space between families in our sanctuary? What about Wednesday night meals...and Hebrews cafe (might
those need to be brought back in a "later phase"?)
And with regard to Sunday School classes: think about how "jammed" some of our classes are with people (and
some with people who fall in the "vulnerable category").
My point is not to bring you down. Or to be an alarmist. My point is simply to raise some questions-questions that
we all may not have thought about. Let's not forget 2 Timothy 1:7, which says: "For the Spirit that God gave us does
not make us timid (fearful), but gives us power, love, and a sound mind." We are NOT to fear what is ahead...but we
WILL need to strategically plan, prepare and adapt to some new things as we move forward. The good news,
however, is that we get to do this together. We will be in the same boat as we take these steps forward. But the
"even better news" is that God is still at the helm, steering our ship!

I love you!

Pastor Mark
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Shalom Worship Opportunities
Drive-In Worship
Sunday, May 3, 2020
11:00am
Truth at Two
Monday-Friday at 2:00pm
A text version of these
devotions will be sent out
by email.

1 C OR I N T H I A N S 9 : 2 5

Prayer each day at 3:00
pm. Whereever you are,
whatever you are doing,
stop and pray!
Join us LIVE on Shalom's
YouTube channel every
Sunday at 8:30 am.
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If you would like a printed copy of
the church directory, please call the
church office at 804-746-7737 and
Kelly will mail you a copy.
Shut-in of the Month:

Beverly Jo Harris

Please remember Beverly Jo this month
by sending a card or calling. It means so
much to our Shut-Ins, that they are
remembered and that we still care.
6177 Rolling Forest Circle
Mechanicsville, VA 23111

Please remember that visitation is not permitted at most nursing homes and assisted
living locations due to the Covid-19 Coronavirus. Please check in with all of our shut-ins,
to make them feel loved, and connected to our church family!
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at home?

You can support Shalom by
shopping at Kroger and on Amazon
Smile. Have questions? Call the
church office at 804-746-7737.
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Prayer Corner
Romans 15:4 says, “For whatever was written in former days, was written for instruction that
through endurance and through encouragement as we wait for God’s promises to be fulfilled.”
Another month has come and gone. A coronavirus has drastically changed our world and our
lives. Whether we are young or old, rich or poor, the uniqueness of this is that we are all facing
the same thing together while being apart.
The physical distancing is a great challenge as each of us wait for doors to re-open. Church
doors, office doors, school doors all wait for the “OK” to re-open. The media from each side
screams loud and confusion abounds, 1 Corinthians 14:33 states, “For God is not a God of
confusion, but a God of peace.” In Psalm 62:5 it says, “For God alone, O my soul, wait in
silence.”
For this generation waiting in silence seems to be a forgotten practice. Psalm 46:10 says, “Be
still and know that I am God.” In our prayer time, are we speaking more or listening more? If we
are still and listen, God has much to say. His words bring comfort, encouragement, guidance and
peace during this difficult time.
I employ each of you to embrace this gift of stillness and time that God has given you. During
this stillness you will find solace and ways to connect with someone who is in need. Share a
word of hope today. Bless someone through a phone call, a card, or hand written note. Set up a
Zoom meeting with friends or family. Just connect, as I promise someone out there needs you
today.
1 Timothy 6:18 says, “They are to do good, to be rich in good works, to be generous, and ready
to share.” God gave us these instructions to live by. After all He knew all about this coronavirus
from the beginning of time.
I hope some how these words will bless each of you today. I miss all of you and look forward to
worshiping with you again soon.
Be Blessed for I am,
Dee Miller
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In these trying times, I think of our Old Testament story of Job.
God had blessed him with good health, property and a wonderful
family. But, almost overnight, it was all taken from him. But how
did he respond, Job 2:10 (NIV) says, "Shall we accept good from
God, and not trouble?" In time he was restored. So how are we
to respond to how we're affected by what's happening to us
now? Read and dwell on Matthew 6:25-27. God knows and
loves us. He will take care of us, if we are faithful and trust Him.
In my daily devotional time from, Through the Bible Daily
Devotion, we read this from John (NKJV) 13:3-4, "Jesus
knowing that the Father had given all things into His hands, and
that He had come from God and was going to God, rose from
supper and laid aside His garments, took a towel and girded
Himself." Jesus only had what comes from God. The same can
be said of us. We only have what God has given us. He came to
give back to God His all, even His life, and to serve others.
Jesus is our example of giving and service. We too one day will
return to God the life He has given us. When we grasp the
reality of this truth we are free to give and serve because we
lose nothing of real value. So lets give freely of our time, talents
and treasure.
Shalom family---we want to thank each and every one of you for
your steadfast support and continued commitment to provide
financially for the ongoing needs, not just for our staff and
building but your desire to look for service opportunities and to
support others that may be experiencing financial struggles. We
just heard today on the news that some churches are beginning
to experience an impact on their giving. Your Stewardship
Committee continues to be amazed at your continued
faithfulness. This body at Shalom is truly an example of what
can happen through prayer, commitment and trust in the One we
serve. God bless each one of you.
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A Musical Note from Jean
The Story Behind It Is Well
Horatio G. Spafford was a successful lawyer and businessman in Chicago with a lovely family-a wife, Anna, and five children.
However, they were not strangers to tears and tragedy. Their young son died with pneumonia in 1871, and in that same year,
much of their business was lost in the great Chicago fire. Yet, God in His mercy and kindness allowed the business to
flourish once more.
On Nov. 21, 1873, the French ocean liner, Ville du Havre was crossing the Atlantic from the U.S. to Europe with 313
passengers on board. Among the passengers were Mrs. Spafford and their four daughters. Although Mr. Spafford had
planned to go with his family, he found it necessary to stay in Chicago to help solve an unexpected business problem. He
told his wife he would join her and their children in Europe a few days later. His plan was to take another ship.
About four days into the crossing of the Atlantic, the Ville du Havre collided with a powerful, iron-hulled Scottish ship, the
Loch Earn. Suddenly, all of those on board were in grave danger. Anna hurriedly brought her four children to the deck. She
knelt there with Annie, Margaret Lee, Bessie and Tanetta and prayed that God would spare them if that could be His will, or
to make them willing to endure whatever awaited them. Within approximately 12 minutes, the Ville du Havre slipped beneath
the dark waters of the Atlantic, carrying with it 226 of the passengers including the four Spafford children.
A sailor, rowing a small boat over the spot where the ship went down, spotted a woman floating on a piece of the wreckage.
It was Anna, still alive. He pulled her into the boat and they were picked up by another large vessel which, nine days later,
landed them Cardiff, Wales. From there she wired her husband a message which began, "Saved alone, what shall I do?" Mr.
Spafford later framed the telegram and placed it in his office.
Another of the ships, Pastor Weiss, later recalled Anna saying, "God gave me four daughters. Now they have been taken
from me. Someday I will understand why."
Mr. Spafford booked passage on the next available ship and left to join his grieving wife. With the ship about four days out,
the captain called Spafford to his cabin and told him they were over the place where his children went down.
According to Bertha Spafford Vester, a daughter born after the tragedy, Spafford wrote, "It is Well With My Soul" while on this
journey.
When peace like a river attendeth my way,
When sorrows like sea billows roll,
Whatever my lot, Thou hast taught me to say,
It is well, it is well, with my soul.
Chorus:
It is well with my soul
It is well, it is well with my soul
Anna gave birth to three more children, one of which died at age four with dreaded pneumonia. In August 1881, the
Spaffords moved to Jerusalem. Mr. Spafford died and is buried in that city.
And the peace of God which surpasses all understanding, shall keep your hearts, your minds through Christ Jesus.
Philippians 4:7
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Shalom Family,
A sincere thank you for all the prayers
lifted up for Ray and I during his
sudden heart surgery. Pastor Mark was
praying with us the love, peace and
protection, God gives us daily. The
many phone calls, cards and prayers
mean so much. We are blessed with so
many caring Christian friends. May
God keep us safe during these difficult
times.
Love,
Ray & Joan Durvin

Dear Friends,
Thank all of you so much for all the prayers, calls and cards before and following my very
unexpected surgery.
Pastor Mark, thank you for praying with Vicki since she couldn't be with me. I know it helped
both of us. Shalom friends you are wonderful blessings. Thank you again.
God Bless You,
Randy Crew
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Exciting New Giving Option
Shalom has a new giving option in addition to your regular envelopes, e-giving or giving from your bank's bill
pay. Text giving is now available. Below are the instructions to setup your account and get started.

How to Use Text Giving
Text the word GIVE to 804.207.7888, the church's text number.

If it's your first time, you'll be prompted to click a link directing you to the online giving page to complete a
one-time registration. Click SIGN IN.
Then click REGISTER FOR AN ACCOUNT at the bottom of the page. Complete contact information the Click
REGISTER.
Enter the secure PIN that the system texts you.
Select the fund(s), enter the donation amount and payment information before completing your gift.
Click the SAVE PAYMENT to keep your information securely saved for future gifts.
To text a donation after the one-time registration, you can give immediatley without having to re-enter any of your
information.
Simply text the desired amount and the fund keyword to the text giving number. Ex. 250 Budget for $250.00 to go to
the General Fund.
Other Text Commands:
EDIT-Make changes to your giving account and update contact information and/or update payment information.
REFUND- Refund your last gift. You must text "REFUND" within 15 minutes to refund the gift. If you realized the mistake
after 15 minutes, contact the Church Treasurer.
KEYWORD-See a list of active keywords. Keywords are the fund names that the church has set up.
Below is the list of keywords for designated giving. If you forget the keywords, simply text the word KEYWORD and you
will be sent the keywords available.

If you want to give to one
account text the amount
and keyword. To give to
multiple accounts, text the
word GIVE and you will be
sent to the link which allows
you to give to multiple
funds.

Sound complicated? It's really not. Once you have your account set up and you use it once, you will see how easy it is.
But if you have questions, please contact Jane Snead and she will help walk you through it.
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HAPPY

Mother's
DAY

You are as much serving
God in looking after your
own children, and
training them up in God's
fear, and minding the
house, and making your
household a church for
God, as you would be if
you had been called to
lead an army to battle for
the Lord of hosts.
CHARLES H. SPURGEON

Baked Rice
30 Mins.

60 Mins.

4-6

Pour boiling water & salt over
1 Cup Uncle Ben's Regular Rice

rice. Let stand 30 mins.

2 Cups Boiling Water

DRAIN! Melt butter & pour

1 TSP Salt
1/3 Cup Butter

on rice. Allow butter to absorb
Add remaining ingredients and

2 TSP Chicken Granules

stir. Bake 350* for 1 hour.

1/8 TSP Garlic Powder
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Uplifting Quotes

"The LORD your God is in your midst, a mighty one
who will save; he will rejoice over you with gladness;
he will quiet you by his love; he will exult over you
with loud singing." - Zephaniah 3:17
"This is our time on the
history line of God. This is it.
What will we do with the one
deep exhale of God on this
earth? For we are but a vapor
and we have to make it
count. We’re on. Direct us,
Lord, and get us on our feet."
- Beth Moore

"God does not give us everything
we want, but He does fulfill His
promises, leading us along the best
and straightest paths to Himself.” Dietrich Bonhoeffer

"The greater your knowledge of the
goodness and grace of God on your
life, the more likely you are to praise
Him in the storm." - Matt Chandler

"The Christian life is not a constant high. I
have my moments of deep discouragement. I
have to go to God in prayer with tears in my
eyes, and say, 'O God, forgive me,' or 'Help
me.'” - Billy Graham
"If you believe in a God who controls the big things, you have to
believe in a God who controls the little things. It is we, of course,
to whom things look 'little' or 'big'." - Elisabeth Elliot

"Relying on God has to start all over everyday, as if nothing has yet been done." –C. S. Lewis
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Shalom Baptist Church
8116 Walnut Grove Road
Mechanicsville, VA 23111

May Anniversaries

May Birthday's

3rd
6th
7th
11th
17th
18th
20th
24th

2nd

27th
28th

Wayne & Carolyn Hufner
Mary Lee & John Wilberger
Eddie & Wanda Hudson
Tim & Kim Stanley
Brad & Liz Crew
Bob & Shirley Vaughan
Jean & Michael Dart
Brian & Karen Friedel
Lewis & Dehlia Jackson
Dean & Charlotte Blackwell
Jeff & Angela Farrier

3rd
4th
5th
7th

10th
11th

13th
14th
17th
19th
20th

Nolan Baker
Madeline Miller
Opal Pope
Lillian Shackelford
Austin Gammon
Jessica Russell
Carol Loving
Darrell Poindexter
Marie Edwards
Gary Kirby
Bob Stoneman
Amy Childress
Ray Durvin
Laura Morris
Zach Neal
Joan Scott
Charlotte Mayhew
Dylan Ryan
Laura Kelly
Krystal Johnston
Dan Thompson
Charlotte Mayhew
Jason Crew
Susan Lewis

23rd
25th
26th
27th
28th
29th

31st

Vernon Beasley
Lexie West
Holly Moore
Shelia Hein
Sam Miller
Erin Atkinson
Riley Daniel
James Guiterrez
Bile Rice
Aylssa Borron
Loraine Boyd
Kevin Kelly

