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LIFE Matters
If we would only take the time like a little child, to notice
the simple things around us, life just might take on a new
refreshing form. “Busy” will always be with us and it is the
great thief of time, robbing us of precious things in life like
a moment to just look at the beauty of another life, different from our own. During a great Step Up Project when
Christ Community Church descended upon Compassion In
Action for a day of serious ’clean & fix-up’, this little guy
saw something else to behold. The butterfly seemed to
trust him enough to come right into his stubby little hands
and rest there. Chase is usually a bit rough and too much
in his own world of hurried imagination to slow down for a
moment like this. But he did. People were all around him
working very hard to clear the brush, pull the weeds, wash
the windows and create an appearance of significant landscaping around the CIA building. Then all of a sudden, those
around Chase, stopped the rakes, paused the shovels and
the window washers took a break to share in the beauty of God’s creation. In the midst
the busy, everyone shared a wonderful moment of ’life matters’, including the butterfly.
We have many opportunities on a daily basis to reflect on the wonderful creation of life
because it’s all around us in various ways. When we wake up each morning, you can
hear the birds singing in their different melodies and tunes. That’s the time to thank
God for ears that hear in addition to the breath in your body that is still in tack to give
you life. Creation provides constant opportunities for us to see, with our eyes and appreciate all the life that is around us. Therefore, when it comes to people, precious people, what a wonder we all are to behold! No
matter who, where, what or when, life matters
and the Creator of it all has His divine purpose
for each one. God designed all the colors, cultures, races, languages and personalities for His
divine purpose and there are NO MISTAKES.
God loves us all. Let’s try to love HIM back
knowing that…..
LIFE MATTERS ...John 3:16

 Help Give Hope
 Volunteer to help men and
women confined.
 Support CIA & the RAW
DAWGS Youth Corps Gang
Prevention Program.
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“I will bless the
Lord at ALL
times, His praise

shall continually
be in my mouth.
My soul will

Compassion, HOPE and Health Serving Village 1
Rebecca & Virgil Patlan with the
Burlington Road Neighborhood
Association, donated the CIA
Property Sign demonstrating
how North and South are working together. Compassion In
Action is grateful to be right
where we were destined for
such a time as this. Prospect
Village is also known as Village 1
and rightfully so. This neighborhood has very special childhood
memories for the CIA Founder,
who lived here even before the former Wesley House. Now, there are 14 different languages with a variety of family needs that we are all addressing in different ways.

boast in the
Lord, the humble
will hear of it
and be glad. Oh
magnify the Lord
with me and let
us exalt His

Name together.
I sought the Lord
and He
answered me
and delivered
me from all my
fears. They
looked to Him
and were radiant

Myron Pierce, pastor of Mission
Church joined CIA in March of this
year and planted a very vibrant
and necessary place of worship
right in the center of Village 1.
The church has rapidly grown to
200+ members and will soon go
to 2 services, 9:00 AM and 11:15
AM the first week of December.
This past summer, we had an outdoor theatre in partnership with
Empowerment Network, several
block parties and a ‘water park’
party. The families in the neighborhood can also enjoy
free bread and some produce through CIA’s partnership with Saving Grace and an Emergency Pantry through Mission and CIA. In addition, there are many opportunities to
volunteer, learn and participate in what’s really going on in the City of Omaha.

and their faces
were not
ashamed. This
poor man cried
out and the Lord
heard him and
delivered him
from all his
fears.
Psalm 34:1-6

In addition to what both CIA and the Mission Church have to
offer our village, Bridge 2 Health will be located in the CIA
building, serving families on weekends. B2H offers free
screening, public health information and referrals for anyone
in the area. Their mission is to serve as many people as possible, to encourage, promote good health and improve their
quality of life. They want to be of service and infiltrate the
neighborhood as the Lord leads them. B2H is an independent
entity but most of their Staff attend Christ Community
Church. CIA, Mission Church and Village 1 welcome you to
the neighborhood!

Compassion In Action
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Several years ago, Captain Kerry, OPD, who has since
been promoted, began the Annual Cops & Bobbers
event. It was birthed out of an Omaha 360 Meeting,
which is a branch of the Empowerment Network, that
meets weekly. In the meetings, each Wednesday, 2
to 3pm at the Omaha Home for Boys, the community
comes together to discuss and create ways to address
youth violence in the city. At Cops & Bobbers, OPD
provides fishing poles and bait for the kids who come
to the event, as well as help them fish. They help bait
the hook, (yuck) and show the kids how to cast their
lines into the water for the best results. OPD gives
the kids points on safety and they have a great hot dog
luncheon on top of all that. The fishing polls are given to
the kids to keep and the entire event is free to the public.
Pre-registration is required simply to determine how many
poles and how much food they need to bring for everyone.
Compassion In Action has participated every year
and the last three years with our RAW DAWGS. The boys get
to see the ‘human’ side of OPD as officers seem to have just
as much fun, helping as the boys do fishing. Men like Officer
Jason Messerschm, who is a pilot for OPD’s helicopter, stuck
closely with the boys and witnessed the first fish that got
caught. That fish was too little and Officer Jason, showed the
boys how to gently take the hook out and set the fish free.
That was not the case for Makki in the picture to the right.
He was fishing with another fisherman on the fishing dock
and that fish had a destiny for the dinner table, It was all fun.

Hopefully, as the community and the Omaha Police Department continue to work
together, our families and our youth will also grow together in respect leading to
TRUST. Our Police Department is second to none in surrounding areas and cities
comparable to the size of Omaha. As a citizen, you have the right to investigate the
Men and Women in Blue whenever you like. OPD has several citizen involved opportunities to educate the public, along with a variety of events that are scheduled
year round. “Coffee with a Cop” at several local fast food locations and coffee
shops as well as “Pop with a Cop” at designated McDonalds. Take the time to learn
for yourself, what is happening in our community before a crises on the 6:00 News
gets your attention. We can be a community that is pro-active in prevention, doing
our part to promote peace and harmony in our neighborhoods, especially with our
young people. You can check out OPD’s website to see the events for the public.
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RAW DAWGS Gearing Up—-Get Ready, Get Ready!
The Omaha RAW DAWGS Youth Corps Gang
Prevention Program took a hit this summer
due to the vicious vandalism of our property
in February of this year. As a result, we were
not able to run our summer program and
that dragged into the early part of the school
year. However, we have plans for a ‘bounce
back’ and are in the process of rounding up
the troops. Commander Lucas took his leave
of absence due to a new job position and his
growing family. He will not continue in active
duty but will be on the advisory board for the
RAW DAWGS going forward. The new Commander, Janique Johnson, will be introduced
at our RAW DAWGS Christmas Celebration in
December, the date TBA.

Thanks to a faithful supporter in the community, the CIA building including the RAW
DAWGS Game room will receive new carpeting throughout. This is a total blessing for us and the only thing we have to do is provide the man
power to move the furniture when they are ready to lay the carpet. I’m sure the boys will love the new
look when they return. Mission Church is actively involved as mentors at Franklin Elementary School,
where CIA already had several RD members. Therefore, with Mission Church on the property and their
involvement with the school, we expect our membership to double and can certainly use your support.
We are looking for a van driver, possibly two additional vans, as our “oldie but goodie’ is more old than
good right now and at least two volunteers (men) to help with the program. We divide the boys in groups depending upon age. The more we
serve them, age specific, the more ’individual’ attention they receive.
The plan is to kick the program into full gear in 2018 and we will be in
partnership with Aaron Cerrone, certified Instructor at MID-AMERICA
Martial Arts. Each age group will attend once a week, which is a total
of 3 times weekly for CIA. Then the boys will focus on the other aspects of the RAW DAWGS program when they are in the CIA building.
Of course, we will miss Commander Lucas who has pioneered the path
for this amazing group of boys. However, we know, he will always be
near to assist us when we need his expertise. Now, it’s time to kick
things in gear and get back on track. If you are interested in helping
break the cycle from cradle to crime for this generation, contact us.
We are looking for part time volunteers who are committed to change
and whose life, mirrors a strong positive role model for our boys.
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Out Of The Shadows...Into The LIGHT!

Compassion In Action

Imagine living in the shadows of life, not being able to experience the dawning of a new
day with hope. Each day looks the same because your surroundings and the people in
your world never change. How does a man
maintain a sense of purpose and hope in
such an environment? I don’t know, but…...

Bernard Long does. Bernard is a Defy Venture
Graduate and holds different leadership positions in several Self-Betterment Groups at NSP.
Does he look hopeless to you? Exactly! Bernard
has a hope to be free from his life sentence one
day. He challenges the men in his community to
take responsibility and make the changes that
need to happen from within the walls of confinement. “If a brother is off track, check him and
help him get back on track. This is our home, our
community. We have to fix it ourselves.”

Bernard takes full responsibilities for his past and has learned
from his mistakes. He has a strong family support system and
is highly respected by all who know him. One can only imagine
what it takes to rise in that environment and we applaud him!

If you want to be a part of the solution rather than drag out the problem, become a volunteer with
Compassion In Action and/or Defy Venture and see this population of amazing people face to face. We
know the value of supporting one another as we express God’s love and care for this population. Below,
Senator Robert Hilkemann has experienced the treasure of ‘face to face’ involvement with men who are
working hard for a positive future and you can too. Call Compassion In Action or contact Defy Venture.

Compassion In Action Inc.

“Embracing the Person,
Rebuilding the Family and Breaking
the Cycle”

Goals for the Vision….



Purchase of the Property $100,000.00

•

RAW DAWGS State of the Arts Game Room $100,000.00

•

Parking Lot extension and surfacing $75,000.00

•

Program Operations $150,000.00

•

Ongoing Staffing for CIA Programing $75,000.00

RAW DAWGS Youth Corps Gang Prevention Program

Compassion In Action Inc. &
Home of the Omaha
R.A.W. D.A.W.G.S. Youth Corps
Gang Prevention Program
2001 North 35th Street
Omaha, NE 68111
Or mailing
P.O. Box 11483
Omaha, NE 68111
402-502-9890 office
402-515-5277 cell
402-614-2434 fax
Staff:
Teela A. Mickles, Founder/CEO
Mary Barker, Admin. Asst.
Colette Kuegah, Program Mgr.
Janique Johnson, Commander

What we NEED
Two Male Volunteers
Financial Support $250.00 per member per year
2 new Vans for transportation
Paper Products

Snacks
Winter Uniforms including Combat Boots
Games & Movies (G or PG rating ONLY)
Books & Supplies for Homework
Computers

Compassion In Action is
bring about Community
Awareness to:
• Invest in Human Beings
• Reunite Families
• Community UNITY
• Break Criminal Cycles
• Serve the Unserved
• Remember the
Forgotten
Call for a seasoned speaker,
workshop, training seminars
and information luncheons.
Teela A. Mickles
402-515-5277

