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Looks like the ground hog was wrong again, like most forecasters, he hasn’t got a clue. Tri-County Work Shop was as
usual a great success, hope you were able to make it. This
month’s speaker will be John Richel Lorain, the County Bee
Inspector and he will address last year’s apiary inspection
reports, these reports have valuable information for the
person who knows how to extract the information from
numbers and charts. LCBA’s beginner classes start this
Friday March 1st. and if you know someone who is wanting
to start beekeeping this is a great time to do so, walk ins are
accepted see LCBA web-site for additional information, or if
you are a member and want to refresh your memory from
last year these classes are free to our existing membership,
both beginner classes and the apiary inspection analyzation
will be conducted at the same time different places
in the church. Make sure you register for our 100th
year anniversary it is free, to do so go to LCBA
web-site or Facebook. We are expecting a great
turn out for Field Day this year with our speaker
Albert Robertson the producer of the Saskatraz
Queen Project June 1st for more information please
look up that title.
See you Friday 7:00p.m.
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Cont. LCBA original meeting minutes
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The Buzzzz

LCBA 2018 Upcoming Events and News:
All meetings start at 7 pm at Life Church in Grafton unless specified.
Mar 8

1st Beginners Beekeepers Classes 7-9 pm. - Beekeeping Equipment
Regular LCBA Meeting at 7 pm. - 2018 Beekeepers Reports - Jon Reichel

Mar 18

100th Anniversary meeting scheduled for Monday at 7 pm.

Apr 12

Regular LCBA Meeting at 7 pm. Denzil and Pollen Gathers (Bonnie & John)

100th Anniversary Information and Help
If you have any Beekeeping photos related to our club the email address to send pictures for the 100th anniversary power
point is, buzzzzeditor@gmail.com

In October 2019, the Lorain County Beekeepers Association will be celebrating their 100 th anniversary with a dinner and auction fundraiser. All proceeds will go towards the association’s building fund. Would you consider supporting the LCBA with a
donation of merchandise, gift certificates, or a service from your business? We are seeking donations for a live auction ($200
value) and for a Chinese raffle ($25 value). All donors will be listed in a printed program for the October 5, 2019 event. We
anticipate an attendance of 250 people at the dinner. Anyone who makes a $200 donation will have a ½ page ad in our program, free advertisement once a month in our newsletter, LCBA Facebook and LCBA website for one year. Smaller donations
will have their name listed on the donation page.
LCBA is a 501c (3) non-profit organization. Any donation made to LCBA is tax deductible.
If you have any questions, please do not hesitate to contact any of our board members.
Member Renewals

If you have not renewed by March 1, you will no longer receive the newsletter.

Sell Honey - Fair

If You want to sell honey at the 2019 Lorain County Fair, you must renew your membership by March 1 and attend 4 members meetings before the fair.

How much will it cost to start beekeeping?
Once upon a time, I thought the cost to start beekeeping was low. A few hundred
dollars would get you a decent hive, basic equipment, and a package of bees. But
all that has changed.
In a recent conversation on Bee-L, people reported three-pound packages of bees
with a mated queen averaging from about $130 to $185 before shipping. Some of
the outliers hit $200. Of course, a lot depends on where you live because shipping
live bees is an expensive ordeal. If you live closer to the package origin, you can
usually get a better deal.
Starting with two hives
(Continued on page 6)
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How much will it cost to start beekeeping? - cont.
(Continued from page 4)

So if you start with two hives, which is highly recommended, the
bees alone will probably cost at least $250. To that, you need to
add the cost of the hives, some basic equipment, and consumable
supplies.
I was going to figure out what it might cost to start beekeeping
today, but the price and quality of merchandise varies wildly. I finally decided that calculating a number for you might be more of a
disservice than a help, so I’m going to skip that part.
Apples and oranges
For a new beekeeper, the hive kits are extremely variable and hard
to compare. For example, today a basic Langstroth hive at Mann
Lake—which includes a telescoping cover, inner cover, 8-frame
deep brood box, and a solid bottom with reducer–is quoted at
$99.50 with free shipping on orders over $100. On the Flow Hive
website, the Classic Cedar kit—which includes a gabled roof, inner
cover, honey super with 6 Flow frames, brood box with 8 frames,
screened bottom board, and queen excluder—is $699 with $49
shipping.
A new beekeeper can go to the websites, see the photos, and read
the write-ups, but I think it is really hard for someone new to
know what he wants or needs. To me, neither of these set-ups are
ideal for beginners, and that is the problem with kits. But my point
here is that, depending on what you want, just two simple start-up
hives could cost anywhere from $200 to $1500, before bees.
And don’t forget, you probably want to put this new hive on a hive
stand.You can make one easily enough if you have the tools and
ability, otherwise add the cost of a hive stand to your tab. And
don’t forget, you will most likely need some kind of feeder for
each hive, especially to get the packages started in the spring.
Tools and equipment
Basic tools are the same.You can pay anything you want for bee
suits, smokers, hive tools, and a bee brush. And again, it’s hard to
know what makes you comfortable until you start doing it. Are
you good with just blue jeans and a veil? Maybe a bee jacket would
(Continued on page 11)
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Winners of the February LCBA SOUP – OFF

The Winners of the February LCBA for their SOUP – OFF
1st Place

Corn Crab Chowder Soup - Larry Bogner

2nd Place

Beef Vegetable Barley Soup - Wendi Volkert

3rd Place

Zuppa Toscana Soup - Brad Barnett

4th Place

Easy Bean Soup - Karen Shuder

Recipes that were provided will be available for download off the
LCBA Website - www.LorainCountyBeekeepers.org
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Honeybee Education 2019

Beginner Beekeeping Class, 24th Annual
Class Dates: March 8, 15, 22, & 29, 2019

Know someone who’s interested in starting or would like a refresher?

1.
2.
3.
4.

Time: 7:00 pm to 9:00 pm
Classes:
March 8: Beekeeping Equipment
March 15: Managing Your Bee Hive
March 22: Pests and Diseases
March 29: Swarms & Prevention
Where: Life Church
1033 Elm Street
Grafton, OH 44044

Hands-on Field Day: June 1, 2019
Time: 10:00 am (Rain or Shine)
Where: Queen Right Colonies
43655 State Route 162, Spencer, Ohio 44275

Bonus Class: Fall Wrap, September 13, 2019
Time: 7:00 pm to 9:00 pm
Where: Life Church
1033 Elm Street
Grafton, OH 44044
Click here for Beginner Beekeeping Class Registration Form
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How much will it cost to start beekeeping? - cont.
(Continued from page 6)

work. Or do you sometimes feel the need for a full suit? Only you can figure out the
answer.
Many beekeepers also prefer to treat mites with a vaporizer, which can run from
about $80 to $200 depending on type and features. And with that you will need a 12
-volt battery if you don’t already have one, a respirator, and gloves.
Consumables
The consumable supplies aren’t so expensive, but you may need mite treatments,
sugar, smoker fuel, and maybe a pollen supplement. The need for all of these things is
variable, of course, and depends on your individual situation, but if you are budgeting
for beekeeping, keep all of these possibilities in mind.
If it turns out you actually get a crop of honey, what next? If you are going to extract
it, are you going to buy, rent, or borrow an extractor? Each option has plusses and
minuses. And then you may want to filter the honey and put it in something like jars.
If you are going to sell it, you may want labels. And on and on.
Other estimates
Back in September, an article in Countryside Network estimated the cost to start beekeeping at $500 for the first hive, and $300 for each additional one. Another
site, PreparingYourFamily.com estimated $700 to $1000 for two hives, and a recent article in the Milwaukee Journal Sentinel came up with $700 for one and $1200
for two. You should read these if you are just starting, but I think all three leave out
some of the things you will want to include in your plans.
Be prepared
The take-home message here is to plan accordingly. Like many endeavors, you may
want to figure your costs and then double them, just to be on the safe side. I hate to
see beekeepers run out of money before they do the things necessary to keep their
bees healthy. Caring for bees isn’t much different than raising children or pets because unexpected expenses are bound to crop up. Knowing that extra expenses may arise goes a long
way to being financially prepared.
Rusty
Honey Bee Suite
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February Meeting Photos and More...
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2019 L.C.B.A. Membership Form

Name ______________________________________________
Phone______________________________________________
Address ____________________________________________
City ___________________ State _______ Zip _____________
E-Mail _____________________________________________
Enclosed is $20.00 for each year membership desired which includes the newsletter
e-mailed. You must include your e-mail above.
Payment Enclosed $ _____________ Check # ____________
(cash / check / money order)
Please make checks payable to: Lorain County Beekeepers and mail to:
Gene Gargas, LCBA Treasurer, 2410 Brook Haven Lane, Hinckley, OH 44233
Information is also available at our website, www.loraincountybeekeepers.org. Memberships
run on a calendar year basis (January to December).
The above person / family has applied for membership in the Lorain County Beekeepers Assoc. The adult members of the applicant family 18 yrs. and older are requested to take part in
the annual association election of officers to conduct the regular business of the association.
Youth members are welcome to join in on all other association activities.
The above person / family acknowledges that their contact information will be added to the
membership list. This list is a controlled item and will be used only for L.C.B.A. business and
will not be used for any other purpose.
I acknowledge the risks involved in beekeeping activities which include and not limited to:
stings, falls, shock, allergic reactions and personal injury. I agree to hold harmless Lorain
County Beekeepers Association free from any liability, including financial responsibility for injuries or property damages, regardless of whether injuries are caused by negligence in the State
of Ohio.
_____________________________________
Signature

_________________
Date
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To Promote Beekeeping through Education, Cooperation, or any other Efficient Means.

LORAIN COUNTY
BEEKEEPERS
ASSOCIATION

Covering and located in Lorain County, Ohio. LCBA was founded in 1919 as a non-profit organization committed to educating the public about the value of honeybees and the impact
honeybees have on our world. We provide educational appearances upon request for schools
and other groups. LCBA encourages and mentors beginning beekeepers through scholarship
programs for students and adult education.
Monthly Meetings

For Membership Mail to:
LCBA Membership
c/o Gargas
2410 Brook Haven Lane
Hinckley, OH 44233
Newsletter Submissions/
Questions
Email: BuzzzzEditor@gmail.com

When:

2nd Friday of the month. Beginning at 7:00 p.m. until
9:30 p.m.

Where: Life Church (Google Maps Link)
1033 Elm Street

Classifieds

We’re on the Web!
www.loraincountybeekeepers.org

DISCLAIMER: The BUZZZZ places Classified items as a courtesy to paid members of LCBA
and paid ads for non members. The BUZZZZ and LCBA make no promises, warranties, or
representations as to Classifieds and Advertisements and will not be responsible for any
problems incurred from purchasing items placed for advertising in The BUZZZZ. Any items
purchased through these ads are at the purchasers own risk, on an "AS IS" and "AS AVAILABLE" basis and any risk of using is assumed by you; . The BUZZZZ & LCBA.

DID YOU KNOW DONATIONS TO LCBA DEDUCTIBLE
Lorain County Beekeepers Association is now a 501c(3) organization. Any donations made to LCBA
are now tax deductible.

The BUZZZZ Advertising Fees
Members can place classified ads a maximum of four lines (approximately 3/4 inch by 3¾ quarter inch)
for free on a one time basis. If the same ads are placed for more than a month, there will be a fee for
placing the ads. There will also be a fee if ads are larger than the size listed above. Ads will run in the
newsletter which is posted on the LCBA website and emailed to our member circulation and billed
for 12 issues.
Rates for ads are as follows: Provided by customer - * LCBA Officers reserve the right, at their sole
discretion, to change, modify, add, or delete all or portions of ads for content. Terms and Policies
subject to change.
1(Full) page - $25.00 per month/issue
1/2 page ad - $18.00 per month/issue

1/4 page ad - $12.00 per month/issue
1/8 page ad - $10.00 per month/issue

If you have any questions about advertising contact:
Mike Yuhas, 440-644-0233 / buzzzzeditor@gmail.com

