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Bishop Sutton Visit
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Donna Tisdale
Kassie Roberts
1/6
Bill & Debbie Knipe
1/7
Donald Smith
1/9
Toni Traini
1/10
Katelynn Miller
Frank Willson
1/23
Christina Evans
1/26
Audrey Dixon

Did we miss your birthday
or anniversary?
Please call the
Parish Office.

A large number of parishioners turned out on Sunday, December 11 to
welcome The Rt. Reverend Bishop Eugene Sutton and participate in the
celebrations of Confirmation, Reception and Baptism.
Confirmed: Rachel Marie Williams
Jennifer Louise Williams
Received: Emily Marie Stetler
Baptized: Phineas Richard Alexander Yee
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Dear Friends in Christ,
"In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word
was God."

From the
Rector’s
Desk

Few sentences of holy scripture carry greater theological or emotional weight
than these words of Saint John, words that open the Fourth Gospel. Appearing
as the first words of the Gospel's 'Prologue,' they encapsulate the central tenet
of our Christian faith--that Jesus of Nazareth was, and is, the co-eternal Son of
the Father, the pre-existent Word (in Greek, 'Logos,' God's active, creative, revelatory 'breath'). Emerging from this opening statement is a broad summary of
salvation history, culminating in the moment when this co-eternal creative
breath of God takes human form--"And the Word became flesh and dwelt
among us." Read every year as the gospel for the First Sunday after Christmas, the Prologue announces, in stirring symbolic language (light and dark,
night and day, truth and grace) what the more familiar nativity accounts simply
narrate. Yet if Luke and Matthew tell us what happened, John tells us why,
and thus gives the story of Christmas perhaps its deepest and richest meaning.
But, of course, there's more to that story than the Prologue. What follows is a
sublime journey of poetry and proclamation relating--through the life, death,
and resurrection of Jesus--the many ways the Word has revealed God's action
and intention to the world. Composed, scholars think, around 90 A.D., the
Gospel reflects a later and more advanced development in Christian thought,
especially regarding the nature and character of Jesus. By John's time, the
communities he was addressing had already come to see God's Anointed, the
Christ, as more than a mortal man, and more than merely a holy sage, another
in a long line of prophets. Through the Spirit's revelation and in their own public worship (in the hymn of faith) these churches (and eventually the Church
itself) were already 'experiencing' their Savior as the Incarnate Word--as 'God
Made Man'--the one whose eternal and abiding presence was working such a
transformation in their lives.
For the Season of Epiphany, then, I invite you to join me on the sublime and
transforming journey that is the Gospel of John. Using the bible text itself and
with the aid of a concise commentary, we will explore the fascinating story of
God who walked among us in the person of Christ, the Word Made Flesh who
restored our human dignity and made all creation new. I trust that through
our study we will also discover ways in which we might model 'Incarnational'
lives--by embodying the Christ that dwells within, by 'enfleshing' with courage
and power the hope we hold and the truths we proclaim. Such lives and commitment are all the more vital now as we face the morally challenging times
ahead.
Our six discussion sessions will be scheduled for Wednesday evenings, 7:00 to
8:30 PM, starting on January 18 in the Undercroft. Subsequent meetings will
be January 25 and February 1, 8, 15, and 22. Look for more information regarding the commentary and other class materials (as well as a list of topics for
each session) in future Sunday bulletins and parish emails. In the meantime,
begin reading the Gospel of John--then come join me later in the month with
questions, insights, transforming stories of your own, and (as always) joy-filled
hearts!
Many Blessings,

Fr. Gordon+

THE MOUNTAIN HERALD

PAGE 3

2016 Annual Parish Meeting
Sunday, January 29
One service at 9:00 a.m.
Refreshments and the meeting will
immediately follow the service.
Ladies’ Lunch

Submitted by Robin Rolph

The COTT ladies lunch group met once again at the Bob
Evans Restaurant on December 20 at noon. The group
reviewed the successful "Santa for Seniors Giving Tree"
outreach experience in which the congregation participated. The ladies had a wonderful time sharing and
laughing about Christmas holiday jewelry, sweaters and
decorations. Winter solstice practices were also part of
the conversation.
The group will meet again on Tuesday, January 17 at
noon at the Bob Evans Restaurant on Rt. 40 next to
Weis Supermarket. All COTT women are welcome to join
the group for one or more gatherings. Give it a try if you
have some free time.

“Buy” a Hymnal
Parishioners may to “buy” a
copy of Glory to God, and
have a memorial book plate
attached to the inside front
cover, for just $20 per book.
Your purchase will enable you to dedicate or
memorialize a book to a loved one, friend, or
as a general thank you, and it will help defray
the cost of the new hymnals which are a fine
addition to our weekly services.
Dedication forms are available in the Narthex.
Please complete the forms and enclose them
in the envelopes provided, along with a check
or cash for $20. You may place the envelope
in the collection plate or bring it to the office.

Beyond the Red Door…
You may have noticed, there currently is no red
door on Memorial Hall. The old doors had to be
removed, but their replacements will be installed in due time.
The renovations are progressing nicely. Most
noticeable are the new front window above the
doorway and the portico which has been started. Take a walk around to the back of the
building and you will see the large window
which has been installed. This will be a focal
point of the “new” building.
If you have any questions about what is happening inside the building, please do not hesitate to ask our Sr. Warden, Janet Roberts, or
any of the Vestry members.
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Christmas Eve at COTT

Flower Memorials
Birthday? Anniversary?
Remembrance?
All of these are possible
reasons you might want to
place flowers on the altar and give notice in the
bulletin. A suggested donation of $25 is
requested to have the altar flowers dedicated per
your request. After the 10:15 service the flowers
are yours to take home if you wish.
During Advent and Lent, when no flowers are
used on the altar, flower arrangements are
displayed in the Narthex.
To request flowers for a particular Sunday, just
call the office.

The Gospel of John
Many thanks to all those who helped with the
Christmas Eve service. Altar and Flower Guild,
Acolytes, Choir, Eucharistic Ministers, Greeters
and Lector all helped to make it memorable.

Dear Fellow Congregants,
When you come to church on any given Sunday or for a special holiday celebration, do
you ever wonder about the changes you see
from week to week in the decorations? Maybe you marvel at the beautiful floral arrangements, or enjoy the different Altar hangings
which have been changed for a season. I like
to compare it with the magic of Disney World.
The changes happen almost before your eyes
– yet you rarely see the cast members who
effect that change in the Sacristy at COTT.
The “Cast Members” at COTT – the Flower
Guild, chaired by Ruth Wallace and the Altar
Guild, chaired by me, would love for you to
consider joining us. We meet twice a year to
bring each other up to speed with new ideas
and to take advantage of “teachable moments” by Fr. Gordon and our Altar Guild
Emeritus, Sue Wirths.
We’d love to take the time to share our tasks
with you so you can make a decision to join
us in our productions. Contact Fr. Gordon or
any member for more information.
~ Debbie Knipe

Wednesdays
7:00
Starting January 18
Look for more details in upcoming bulletins and
emails.

Be An Usher
Become the first welcoming presence that everyone meets (visitor or returning friend) each Sunday and a faithful guide to those approaching the
Lord’s table at Communion. Please consider the
ministry of usher. See Fr. Gordon or the contact
the church office if interested.

COTT Travel Mugs Are Available
Do you have your COTT travel mug? Advertise
your church while you enjoy your morning coffee!
These mugs were bought specifically to help AA
members have a non-spill way to bring coffee
into meetings while using the church, however,
enough were purchased so parishioners could
have them as well. You'll find some located in
the Narthex along with a donation container suggested donation is $2.00 per mug to help
cover the cost.

January 2017
SUNDAY
1

MONDAY

TUESDAY

WEDNESDAY

THURSDAY

FRIDAY

2

3

4

5

6

9:00a Morning Prayer

9:00a Morning Prayer

9:00a Morning Prayer

9:00a Morning Prayer

9:00a Morning Prayer

12:00p AA

12:00p AA

12:00p AA

Holy Eucharist

7:00p Vespers/ Rite of

7:30p Choir

with Hymns
Christian Ed @ 9 A.M.

Healing

Feast of the
Holy Name
(one service)

12:00p AA

SATURDAY
7

10:15 A.M.

8

9

10

8:30p AA

11

12

13

12:00p AA

12:00p AA

12:00p AA

14

Healing - both services
8:00a H.E. II
9:00a Christian Ed
10:15a H.E. II/hymns

12:00p AA

11:15a Hospitality

7:00p B & F

7:30p Choir
8:30p AA
Rector Vacation

15

16

17

18

19

20

8:00a H.E. II
9:00a Christian Ed

9:00a Morning Prayer

9:00a Morning Prayer

9:00a Morning Prayer

9:00a Morning Prayer

9:00a Morning Prayer

10:15a H.E. II/hymns
11:15a Hospitality

12:00p AA

12:00p Ladies' Lunch
(at Bob Evans)

12:00p AA

12:00p AA

12:00p AA

7:00p Study on John
Epiphany Bible Study

7:30p Choir

11:30a Vestry

8:30p AA

22

23

24

25

26

27

8:00a H.E. II
9:00a Christian Ed

9:00a Morning Prayer

9:00a Morning Prayer

9:00a Morning Prayer

9:00a Morning Prayer

9:00a Morning Prayer

10:15a H.E. II/hymns
11:15a Hospitality

12:00p AA

12:00p AA

12:00p AA

12:00p AA

7:00p Study on John
Epiphany Bible Study

7:30p Choir

8:30p AA

6:30p Men's Dinner

29
ANNUAL PARISH
MEETING

Single Service

30

31

9:00a Morning Prayer

9:00a Morning Prayer

12:00p AA

9:00 A.M.

21

28

Come for a special presentation about
FOOD FOR THE POOR
On Sunday, January 22nd
(Presentations during both services)

Meeting follows

VESTRY

Do you have a question about anything regarding C.O.T.T?

Class of 2016

Class of 2017

Class of 2018

Dorothy Beaird

Barbara Collins

Mel Galloway

Bill Spare

Richard Galliher

Jim Hubbard

Our Vestry members are here to help Marusia Zearfoss Debbie Knipe
Tony Traini
Janet Roberts – Sr. Warden
talk to one of them or
Brad Staup – Jr. Warden
Fr. Gordon any time.
Craig Zearfoss – Treasurer
Marsha Burrell - Clerk

SUNDAY SERVICE SCHEDULE

8:00 a.m. Holy Eucharist
9:00 a.m. Christian Education for All

10:15 a.m. Holy Eucharist
11:30 a.m. Hospitality
1st Sunday of each month Anointing and Prayers for Healing
follow each service
Morning Prayer - Mon through Friday - 9:00 a.m.
Vespers with Rite of Healing - Wednesday - 7:00 p.m.

CONTACT US
Church Office Phone Number:
301-371-7505
Rectory Phone Number:
301-371-6227
Church E-mail Address: transfiguration1@verizon.net
For Pastoral Emergencies, Church Members should contact the office at 301-371-7505 or via e-mail
at transfiguration1@verizon.net
Email Rev. Gordon De La Vars at fr.gordoncott@gmail.com
Contact Associate Pastor Rev. Ellen Hurwitz at (301) 293-1514
www.thechurchofthetransfiguration.com

The Episcopal Church of the Transfiguration
PO Box 87
6909 Maryland Avenue
Braddock Heights, MD 21714

