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Bells
Announcements
Prelude

“Blessed Assurance” Phoebe P. Knapp. Arr. Mark Hayes

Call to Worship

Margie Conner

Leader: God awakens us and calls us to this time of worship.
Our ears are opened to hear God’s Word of truth.
People: God is good and kind and merciful.
By God’s help, we stand firm in his will.
Leader: Listen for the Word that guides, sustains and delivers us.
Recognize the presence of the Anointed One among us.
People: God has come to us in Jesus Christ, our Savior.
Christ would instruct us in the way of the cross.
Leader: God calls us to be faithful in our work and witness.
We are to honor Christ through our worship and service.
People: May our faith in Christ be pure and enduring.
May our thoughts and words be acceptable to God.
*Hymn

When Morning Guilds the Skies

* Gathering Prayer

Margie Conner

All-knowing God, we are awed by your wisdom and humbled by your mercy. Stretch out
your hand to touch us today, that your Word may be known among us. Align us with the
truth we have ignored and the righteousness we have neglected. Quiet our doubts and
awaken our trust. Draw us away from our own devices that distort the revelation of your Son
and teach us the disciplines we need, that we may live faithfully and reverently with you.
Gloria Patri
Glory be to the Father, and to the Son and to the Holy Ghost.
As it was in the beginning, is now and ever shall be, reign without end. Amen, amen.
Scripture
Isaiah 50:4-9a

Margie Conner

The Lord GOD has given me the tongue of a teacher,
that I may know how to sustain the weary with a word.
Morning by morning he wakens—
wakens my ear to listen as those who are taught.
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The Lord GOD has opened my ear,
and I was not rebellious, I did not turn backward.
6
I gave my back to those who struck me,
and my cheeks to those who pulled out the beard;
I did not hide my face from insult and spitting.
7
The Lord GOD helps me;
therefore I have not been disgraced;
therefore I have set my face like flint,
and I know that I shall not be put to shame;
8
he who vindicates me is near.
Who will contend with me? Let us stand up together.
Who are my adversaries? Let them confront me.
9
It is the Lord GOD who helps me; who will declare me guilty?
Mark 8:27-38

Rosemary Dawson

27

Jesus went on with his disciples to the villages of Caesarea Philippi; and on the way he asked his
disciples, “Who do people say that I am?” 28 And they answered him, “John the Baptist; and others,
Elijah; and still others, one of the prophets.” 29 He asked them, “But who do you say that I am?”
Peter answered him, “You are the Messiah.” 30 And he sternly ordered them not to tell anyone about
him.
31
Then he began to teach them that the Son of Man must undergo great suffering, and be rejected by
the elders, the chief priests, and the scribes, and be killed, and after three days rise again. 32 He said
all this quite openly. And Peter took him aside and began to rebuke him. 33 But turning and looking
at his disciples, he rebuked Peter and said, “Get behind me, Satan! For you are setting your mind
not on divine things but on human things.”
34
He called the crowd with his disciples, and said to them, “If any want to become my followers, let
them deny themselves and take up their cross and follow me. 35 For those who want to save their life
will lose it, and those who lose their life for my sake, and for the sake of the gospel, will save
it. 36 For what will it profit them to gain the whole world and forfeit their life? 37 Indeed, what can
they give in return for their life? 38 Those who are ashamed of me and of my words in this
adulterous and sinful generation, of them the Son of Man will also be ashamed when he comes in
the glory of his Father with the holy angels.”
Special Music
Sermon

“Oh, How I Love Jesus,” traditional American melody. Arr. Robert D. Vandall
“We Just Don’t Get It”

You just don’t get it, do you? How many times have you said that to your friends, or your kids, or
your spouse? Greg and I have had that kind of conversation in the past few weeks. Over the past month
I have explained to him, several times, how to run the dishwasher. Somehow, he just doesn’t get it.
And, although I won’t go into details, I have to own up to the reality that “women, they just don’t get
it”. You’re right, sometimes we don’t.
In the gospel story today, we can all relate to Peter because we see in him that all too human condition.
We just don’t get it. This conversation between Jesus and the disciples is the central turning point of
Mark’s gospel. Up to this time Jesus has been doing his work ‘incognito’. He has quietly been healing,
teaching, feeding and welcoming all who were in need. But for Jesus, his ministry was much more than
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good works. More important than those works are, is the understanding of who was doing them. So
Jesus turns to his disciples and asks “Who do people say that I am?” As good as their answer was, the
people didn’t quite get it. The people recognized Jesus as a man of God, for sure. They even went so
far as to associate him with some of the great leaders of their history, everyone from John the Baptist
to Elijah.
But as much as those insights were valuable, Jesus seemed to be looking for something more. So, Jesus
turns to his disciples, those who knew him best, and asked ‘But what about you, who do you say I
am?’ If anyone should be able to ‘see more’ it would be them. I wonder how long it took Peter and the
disciples to put two and two together. They knew the Scripture, the promises of God. They had seen
Jesus’ work, and heard his words. What came together, what Peter was able to recognize, was “You
are the Messiah”. And he was spot on. This is God’s anointed one.
And yet, Jesus does not praise him, or even acknowledge him. Instead, he silences his disciples. He
puts a kibosh on the good news because at this point, they had the insight, but did not yet grasp it’s
meaning. For Simon-Peter and the disciples ‘messiah’ could only mean one thing. As God’s anointed
one, they were expecting a King, like David had been king. And that meant a major religious and
political victory was at hand.
Only NOT. Instead, Jesus begins to school them in the realities of his call. ‘The Christ must suffer, be
rejected, and killed and rise again’. Can’t you see Simon’s head explode. “Say what!? No way, never,
nuh-un. That is not a part of the plan.” Simon even scolds Jesus for such nonsensical talk. In effect he
says ‘Jesus, you just don’t get it, do you? As God’s chosen you are meant to win, and win big, Jesus,
so get with the program!
It does not take Jesus very long to rebuke Simon-Peter. He had to, because Peter’s thinking was at
cross purposes with God. Simon is thinking the way the world always thinks- strength is everything,
might makes right, and the one who dies with the most toys wins. But (and this really should not be a
surprise) God doesn’t follow that plan. Rather God choses a way of love that upends human striving, a
way of humility and sacrifice that will, without question, lead to cross.
This is God’s way, and so Jesus moves the conversation from recognizing who he is to the key issue which is following him. He makes it clear that his path is our path, if we really are following him. “If
anyone intends to follow me, you must deny yourself, take up your cross, and follow me.’ And we just
don’t get it. We hear those words and we want to lessen the blow. Deny yourself – work at loosing
those covid pound. Take up your cross - endure those hunger pangs until lunch. Really? Is that it?
Hardly. Jesus is not playing games; he is giving us the hardest challenge of life. Real costs, real losses,
real endings- big and small- that sting the soul and singe the psyche.
And we don’t get it. Why? Because we stop right there. ‘Deny yourself, take up your cross’, as if this
is a solo endeavor. But the heart of it all is this - ‘follow me’- journey with Christ, walk with Christ,
live with Christ, and he will lead you in God’s very confounding way. To follow Christ is to give
yourself full to him, not just once, not when it is convenient and easy, but when the rubber meets the
road - when following Christ means, really means, you are risking whatever is valuable and secure and
self-fulfilling. That is when we test God’s promise that ‘those who lose their life for my sake, and for
the sake of the gospel, will save it.’ That is when we really understand the mystery of Christ, that in
dying you will find life, and you will become more than you could ever imagine. And that is where we
truly lay claim to our faith in the One who is God’s Messiah.
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The message, the promise, the call is profound. Will we ever get it? Amen.
*Hymn

Before the Cross of Jesus

Joys and Concerns
Prayers of the People
Wondrous God, we praise you for the depth of your love and the wisdom of your grace. We thank
you for teaching us your truth and leading us in your way. We thank you Jesus Christ and for the
work of his cross. And thank you for the work your Spirit, who leads us in the way of discipleship.
We want to be faithful to you, O God, and so we come now to seek your guidance and strength.
We pray for your church and for this congregation. May we confess our faith in Christ and live
according to his way. Renew our spirits, deepen our understanding and empower our service, that
this church may grow and bear witness in our world.We pray for all our leaders. Grant them the
insight they need in the ways of justice and peace, and the courage to follow your good purposes, so
that all people may be blessed. We pray also for all who are in need today. Grant your healing to the
ill, your comfort to the sorrowful and your aid to the needy. Especially we lift up… and we thank
you for… We praise you, Loving God, for the depth of your love and mercy and goodness toward
us, through Jesus Christ, who taught us to pray…
The Lord’s Prayer
Choral Response
Offering
God has come to us in Jesus Christ, giving his all to bring us life. As followers of Christ, we are
also called to a life of sacrifice and service. Our giving is an expression of our faith, and a
commitment to our witness. Let us dedicate our gifts with joy.
O God, we offer our gifts with gratitude and praise. Your goodness enriches our lives, your
faithfulness meets us in our needs, and your truth guides us in your way. We seek to live as true
disciples of Christ, sharing with the world the power of the gospel. Bless these gifts and our
lives that they may accomplish your good will. Amen.
Doxology

(choose the one that is best for your faith)

Praise God from whom all blessings flow, praise him all creatures here below,
praise him above ye heavenly hosts, praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost
Praise God from whom all blessings flow, Praise God all creatures here below
Praise God for all that Love has done; Creator, Christ and Spirit One. Amen
*Hymn

I Have Decided to Follow Jesus
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*Common Commission
Let us go forth into the world in peace, being of good courage, holding fast to that which is
good, rendering to no one evil for evil, strengthening the faint-hearted, supporting the weak,
helping the afflicted, honoring all persons, loving and serving the Lord, and rejoicing in the
power of the Holy Spirit.
* Benediction
Go now into the world
And may God make you worthy of your high calling;
may God fulfill in you every good resolve and work of faith,
so that the name of our Lord Jesus
may be glorified in you and you in him,
according to the grace of our God and the Lord Jesus Christ.
2 Thes 1:11b-12 adj
Go in peace to love and serve the Lord. Amen.
Postlude

“Softly and Tenderly,” by Will L. Thompson. Arr. by Mark Hayes

*****
music provided by Chris Harris and Lynne Walker
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