REMINDER:

CHAPTER G

April 2019 i NEWSLETTER

FROM YOUR CHAPTER DIRECTORS

NEXT
MONTHLY
GATHERING

April 20

(3rd Saturday
of the month)

Johnsonos
Restaurant
[-25 at Exit 254

Hi All,

We still live in Colorado. Near record
temperatures one day, then a baby cyclo
bomb the next. Webd
riding days in between the snow days.
Fortunately, the weather for our 4/7 Ride
Food to Wholly Stromboli in Fort Lupton
was wonderful. (Some folks rode on to E;: Vo) 4
Park afterward.) Keep your
Su@hkrdleRidying sunny Colorado riding days very soon!

Still coming this month is a Western Slope University Training Day on A
20th and a Front Range University training day on the 27th. For the 27tk

pril
, we

are trying out a new venue at Sun Honda at 88th and Washington so come on

Breakfast 8:00 am out, | guarantee youdll have some f
Gathering 8:30 am April 27th is also the Interstate Honda Open House. We need a few volunteers
to help with grilling lunch (and maybe a chance wdest new Goldwing).
Our progressive dinner with a twist is the following day, April 28th, and May 11
is our Colorado Maintenance Day |at
Further out, California and Nevada are having their rallies Memorial Day
weekend near Lake Tahoe. (Chris Toomer frond S@Iready planning a
long, scenic ride to get there.) June has the WY District Rally in Lander WY,
near the Wind River canyon. In July;A9 again doing their ride to the
GOLD WING ROAD RIDERS | Balloon Festival in Steamboat Springs (Jdl)1®1ake your hotel
ASSOCIATION reservations early because it fills up fast! See Flyer for details, including hotel
gwrra.org/ information.
In August, Colorado is teaming up with New Mexico, Arizona, and Utah [for
Table of Contents the first ever 4 Corners Rally in Ignacio, CO. Again, make your hotel
reservations early. If you would like to travel east, Wing Ding this year is in
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More Information

UPCOMING EVENTS

Come join us for any of these upcoming events! You can download a PDF version of the en
COG 2019 ride calendar wusing the OFlyersbod
year progresses so it is better to view the calendar using our website and/or the Google Cale
App on your smart device.

4/20: COG Gathering

4/20: Western Slope University Day

4/27: University Day at Sun Honda

4/27: Open House at Interstate Honda

4/28: COG Progressive Dinner

5/11: CO-G Maintenance Day

5/24: CA/NV Rally

5/30: MO Rally, Branson, MO

6/15: CO-G Howl at the Moon Ride

6/27: WY District Rally, Lander WY

629-111- CO-G-Great Sand-Dunddoved to September-14
7/12: CO Ride to Steamboat Balloon Festival
8/16: CO 4Corners Rally, Ignacio, CO

8/24. CO-G 100,000 ft. ride

8/27:WingDing 41, Nashville, TN

9/14-16 COG Great Sand Dunes

= =4 =4 -4 -4 -4 -4 -4 A -8 _a _a _a _Aa _a _a

Please check our website and shared calendar for the most current information!
http://www.gwrranortherncolorado.org

District Website (recent newsletter, other chapters)
http://www.coloradogwrra.com
http://www.coloradogwrra.com/NewsLetter/NewsLetterDistrict.html

GWRRA National Newsletter
http://gwrra.org/oconnect/newsletter.html
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EDUCATION AND TRAINING

Striking Gold, One Perspective
by Howie Peterson, COQ

The Gold Book arrives in the mailbox, so what? Throw it on the workbench to place in the motorcycle
the thought comes to the surface as wuswual . Ju

whene
st

it? We have cell phones, right? And most of our riding is somewhat local within cell phone range of home or

friends, right? It is redundant anyway!

That may be all well and good as far as those thoughts go, but what about the odd occurrence of no ¢
or the friend not answering the phone either? Now redundancy seems to have gone out the window t
least. Just like other members, the Gold Book arrives once again, looks a little different this year, but
pretty much I i ke those in prior years. Now my
it in the 0Stromé, and the new version goes i
you really know what is contained in all those pages? Let us look and see how much Gold we can fin
away within the covers.

The first gem on page 108 is the vehicle inspection check list assisting us in making sure all fluid leve
lights work, tire pressures and a plethora of other important items. Just because the motorcycle looks
not mean something may need taken care of on the list. On page 109 is a packing list section on nee
the rider and ecader. Sounds redundant, but going over the list may help us keep from going shopping
let behind,

On pages 110 and 111 is some very important information on weather related situations involving bo
cold. Perusing these guides may just keep us from experiencing major issues that could be indeed m
related.

Pages 112 and 113 deal with motorcycle and vehicle laws plus data on handling a vehicle accident. T

important tips on the accident portion as to the what, where, when, and how etc. things occurred. Rer
Sgt. Friday always said, oO0just the factsdé. Sk
to freshen up on. Yeah, we all have CBO&6s, but

Pages 118, 119, 120 and 121 deal with tying down and transporting a Gold Wing. No, laying a chain
seat and cranking down is not recommended! To safely transport a vehicle weighing 900 Ibs. or more
more finesse. The last thing a person needs to see in-Wewenirror is a motorcycle exiting the trailer if
open style unit. Just as bad would be to open the ramp on an enclosed unit to find the motorcycle is €
side or perhaps upside down. Using the right tie down equipment and procedures can prevent a lot o
heartache later.

Then on pages 122 and 123 we discover how to lift a Gold Wing (or any motorcycle) safely without da
motorcycle or our own bodies. Remember, we are lifting 900 or more pounds, and safety is of utmost
keep from bodily injury to ourselves. The object is to use our legs to lift the motorcycle, not our arms;
procedure demonstrated is very important, speaking from experience. | once saw a 130 or so pound

snatch a Gold Wing right off the mat using this procedure, so it does work.

Pages 125 through 144 list Honda dealers in the United States and Canada with addresses and phor
These are most usually very friendly folks who will do their utmost to get us on the road again with the
amount of oOpaindé. Remember though, they may n
of a day or two could be necessary. Personally, | had a dealer get the needed parts air freighted over
additional cost to get our motorcycle back on the road; plus, these folks were excellent in all respects
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EDUCATION AND TRAINING

our members had a dealer dismantle a-bemdrailer to salvage parts to get us all on the road again.

| encourage each of you to page through the Gold Book and peruse the information it contains. If you
listed in the Gold Book which is the very first section of information listing members ready and willing
assistance, at the next renewal sign up for those items you may have available to assist a member ne
TLC.

And as always, RIDE WITH PRIDE AND CONFIDENCE!
Ace OHowi ed6-QPet er son, CcO

Distracted Driving Awareness
Tom Houdek
Motorist Awareness Ambassador-LO

April is National Distracted Driving Awareness Month and law enforcement officers nationwide are on
out for drivers texting or using their phone behind the wheel. But it is not just texting that distracts driv

We al | know that itds dangerous to text while
constant attention. In the car, you may limit your phone use to things you can-filedianasking and
listening to preloaded playli$tsand assume this made you safer. But, research has found that when it
distracted driving, what your eyes and hands are doing is only part offthevissugour mind is doing is at
least as crucial. Before you can reduce the risks of cellphone use while driving, you need to understa
of distraction itself.

You can think of d-eggedistod, feguirinheyason thesroad, hands ort the wkee
mention feet on the pedals), and mind on the

attempts to mitigate the risk of cellphone use while driving have focused on the first two legs. Texting
driving is banned in 47 states, and 16 states prohibit drivers from handheld phone use. But legislative
|l i ke these dondét address the third | eg of the

Anything that takes the eyes off the road or hands off the wheel is clearly dangerous. A 2009 study fu
U.S. Department of Transportation examined data on the behavior of more than 200 commercial mot
operators and found that the riskiest tasks w
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worst. Truckers who texted while driving were 23.2 times more likely to have a crash, near miss, unintention

deviation or other safety issue compared with
off the road for the longest tirfie 4.6 seconds in asécond interval, or the equivalent of driving the length
football field at 55 mph.

But putting down the phone and talking onlyviaatiande e system i n the car
di straction probl em. Research has found that
focused el sewhere. People can enter this stat
phone. Recent studies comparing handheld tohandse f i nd t hat youdre i m
a safety advantage to one over the other. Research testing volunteers in a driving simulator found the
drove more sluggishly and had delayed reaction times when talking on the phone. Although they wer¢
from the impairments experienced by people in the study who drove in the simulator while legally dru
were just as dangerous.

|l nterestingly, talking seems to become | ess r
experiment with volunteers compared four situations, all of which involved a simulator: someone drivi
driving while talking on a hanffee phone system, driving while talking with a passenger who is also in
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EDUCATION AND TRAINING

simulator, and driving while talking on the phone with a person who could view what the driver was seeing. \
a conversation took place in an environment where betlepaould see what was happening on the road, the
speakers naturally adapted their conversations to thefirivitigting discussions about traffic conditions and
naturally pausing the conversation at moments when the driver needed to pay extra attention to the road.

Tom Houdek
Motorist Awareness Ambassador-LO

RIDEOLOGY
Earl Edwards, CO District Educator

What is that? What do | do to get there? Well, a lot of members are struggling to get tonmke23:0€8u far

Level lll to Level IV. Basically, you have to ride more than you do now. Duh!! We all know that we need to ric
to accomplish this task. But how? Well, | use myself as an example. | ride everyday to work, which is[25 mile
way, give or take a couple of miles depending on the route to work and just to keep math simple. So 250 mil
week, not including weekends and 1000 miles a month. | ride from May to October, which is 6 months or 60(
miles. You may ride in the months of March/April or November /December but you may not wander from hor
due to the weather here in Colorado. (Check the Weather Channel before you leave home.) However, the bl

miles. So thatds another way to rack up the

Another way to accumulate miles is to go on rides that have hgehystite Chapter Ride Coordinator. Th
Ride Coordinator sets up rides with your Chapter, other Chapters, and maybe Chapters from out of state. By
going on Chapter rides, you get to meet new friends, visit new and different locations in the state or out of st
This is a way to get more miles on your motorcycle. That being said, whatever method you choose tofride to
more miles ensure that you are safe when doing so. Remember: Keep the shiny side up!

-mTEE%SWﬂTE

GWRRA, Colorado District, Chapter G 5


http://www.interstatehonda.com/

Odds & Ends

The Future of the Motorcycle Industry
GoldwingDocs.com

It's hard to tell what the future holds for motorcycling and motorcyclists. Without question, this is an industry
is undergoing massive upheaval. In ten years, motorcycling will likely be very different than it is today.

Many young people today have no interest in vehicular transport of any kind, and think the ideal way to get
around is as a passenger inside of a conrguided selfiriving appliance. Sales of motorcycles to the younger
demographic have plummeted. The leading manufacturer in the USD@ladsyn) realizes that its casiwv

market is aging out and dying-a&hd no longer buying motorcycles. It's desperately scrambling to remain
relevant to younger people by introducing an electric motorcycle. Zero motorcycles, making what was once
exotic toy, now finds itself at the core of motorcycling with its electric offerings.

Honda is going a different route, doubling down on its automatic DCT offerings, adding it to more and more
motorcycles every year. The Goldwing itself was scaled down and packed with technology in hopes it would
appeal to younger riders.

Yamaha Leaning 3Wheel Bike

The 2019 Yamaha NIKEN GT Leaning Mitheel technology delivers a new feeling of stability when
cornering.

https://www.yamahamotorsports.com/spaotiring/models/nikergt
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Recent Happenings in CO -G

Visit our Web Site todayhttp:/mww.gwrranortherncolorado.org/
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