Text: Psalm 23

Musical Conduit: Karalee S. Johnson

Summary: This psalm of David praises God for being his (and our) shepherd and describes
some of the wondrous work He does for us on our behalf as the Good Shepherd.

Song Title: The Lord Is My Shepherd

History: I was reading in my daily devotional about shepherds and their jobs. They are

responsible for leading their sheep to a protective fold every night and calling their own sheep

out of the fold every morning to lead them out to pasture. The shepherd is responsible to find
sufficient food and water while protecting sheep from predators, rescuing any who have wandered, and
caring for any weak or sick sheep. The shepherd lives with his/her flock 24/7 and sleeeps across the door of the fold
at night to protect the flock from and to fend off wolves. It is a humble and exhausting life. The Savior referred to

himself as the Good Shepherd (John 10:11, John 10:14) as he does all of this and more for us, often without

our realizing it and certainly often without our thanking Him for it. I thought, "I wish I could write a song about
that," but I didn't know any scriptures that described the job of a shepherd like this. Then Psalm 23 came to mind
which describes some of the things about shepherd as explained in the devotional. Then the song came.

= 120-130 Performance Time approx 3 minutes

This work may be copied for incidental, noncommercial church or home use.

© 2019 Karalee S. Johnson
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